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       Research Note 

PRODUCTION OF HOMESTEAD ENTERPRISES:  
IMPLICATIONS ON INCOME AND WOMEN'S STATUS 

M. H. Rahman 

ABSTRACT 

This paper attempted to explore mainly the consequences of homestead crop production under homestead agro-
forestry (HAF) practices on the family income and women's status. The data from HAF practising households 
reveal that these farms have earned substantial income and production gains. The women of the households 
gained in terms of higher social status. The gender status in particular has improved significantly on these 
households as evidenced by the increased participation of HAF practising women in taking decisions on crucial 
socio-economic matters in the households. 

I. INTRODUCTION 
      There are 16.4 million households in Bangladesh, out of which 13.8 million are rural 
based. Of the total of 8.42 million hectares of cultivable land, approximately 0.45 million 
hectares or 5 per cent are homestead land (BBS, 1986). In Bangladesh the population growth 
rate is very high and it is faster than the agricultural growth rate. Due to scarcity of fallow 
land, people are encroaching on the existing homestead area or setting their dwelling houses on 
agricultural land and thus are creating a considerable pressure on agricultural land. In this 
context, there is valid grounds to go for intensive production of crops in the homestead 
boundary areas. According to Abdullah (1986) the substantial area occupied by rural 
households as homestead areas, can be used to grow vegetables and other crops and thus they 
can contribute to the economy of Bangladesh. 
 
      The specific consequecnes of the production of homestead crops may be visualized in 
terms of poverty alleviation, provision of employment to rural women and attempt to 
improve the problems of malnutrition and gender issues by generating opportunities 
particularly to poor womenfolk to earn extra income from their self-employment within the 
homestead premises. 
 

       Although the role of homestead agro-forestry has been recognized in Bangladesh, research 
studies on this line are limited (FSRDP, 1987; Ferdouse, 1990). This paper, therefore, makes a 
modest attempt to examine the increase in income from production of homestead crops 
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and to study the impact of the production of homestead crops on status of women. Apart from 
this introduction, methodology of the study has been discussed in section II. Section III 
presents analysis of the results. Concluding remarks are made in the last Section. 
 

II. METHODOLOGY 
Homestead agro-forestry intervention is of recent origin in Bangladesh. It was, 

however, gathered that HAF interventions were executed in village Jamirdia (Masterbari) 
under Habirbari Union in Bhaluka Thana of Mymensingh district in 1988. The area was 
accessible as well as technically acceptable for the research. Hence this area was selected for 
this study. 

At first a few preliminary visits were made by the researcher to the area. Then a 
detailed list of participants was prepared in consultation with the Habirbari Union 
Parishad staff. Subsequently, from the total of 300 participant farmers 110 farmers were 
randomly selected. Likewise, 40 farmers were randomly selected from the total of 200 
farmers who did not practise agro-forestry. 

A set of interview schedules was prepared for eliciting desired information from the 
farmers. Before finalizing the schedule, it was pretested judging the suitability of the 
schedule to respondents. 

For collecting information direct interviews were conducted during the months of January 
and February, 1993. Some additional visits were paid whenever the need for rechecking 
and verification was felt necessary. Data were collected from farmers by directly asking 
them questions through personal interviews. 

In estimating costs the direct expenses incurred for human labour, animal loabour, 
seeds, manure, fertilizers, irrigation, insecticides etc. were included. The home-supplied and 
purchased inputs were priced on the basis of market value or apportunity cost of the 
concerned input. Similar methodology was followed in estimating returns which included 
value of crops or fruits and by-products. 
 

III. ANALYSIS OF THE RESULTS 
The focus of this section is to explore and identify income generation and women's social 

status raising potentials, particularly of HAF practising farms relative to non-adopter farms. 

Increase in Production on HAF Farms 
 

      Table 1 shows the per farm production of fruits. It was evident that farms practising 
HAF earned higher incomes from fruits than non-project farms. Further, farms growing HAF 
crops have higher valued fuel and wood tress than that of the non-project farmers. Per 
farm homestead area amounted to 0.11 and 0.08 ha for project and non-project farms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 


