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ABSTRACT 
 

        This study examines the factors differentiating opinion leaders from non-leaders in a relatively progressive 
and less progressive village employing discriminant analysis technique. Data for this study were gathered 
using pre-tested personal interview schedule from 109 and 108 respondents respectively in the progressive 
and less progressive villages of Muktagacha Union in Mymensingh district of Bangladesh. Characteristics 
differentiating opinion leaders from non-leaders varied from relative progressiveness of the villages in 
Bangladesh. In the progressive village both noneconomic and economic set of variables were equally efficient 
in differentating opinion leaders from non-leaders. To the contrary, non-economic set of variables is more able to 
discriminate opinion leaders from non-leaders than the economic set. Determining such characteristics 
differentiating opinion leaders from non-leaders would help extension workers to work with them rather than 
working with the individuals not largely accepted in the group. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

       The opinion of individuals with greater degree of informal influence is valued within their 
informal group. Individuals with such unequal degree of informal influence in the group are 
called opinion leaders. Ban and Hawkins (1996) defined opinion leader as "a person who has a 
relatively large influence on the opinion of others in a group to which he or she belongs." 
This type of leadership has been in practice since the first formation of human groups. Major 
characteristics of such leadership are : they are based on informal groups, such a position is 
earned and maintained by some degree of technical competence, individual's social accessibility 
and compliance with the social system's norms (Emery and Oeser, 1958; Wilkening et al., 
1962; Ban, 1970; Wateren, 1987; Ban and Hawkins, 1996); although they influence 
unwittingly but they are not completely anonymous in the community (Hossain, 1988). 
 
       In the farming communities, such leadership is of paramount importance at the time of 
adoption and diffusion of farm practices. Because useful information is disseminated widely by 
mass media which only creates awareness. However, interpersonal channels particularly 
informal one in which opinion leaders operate are predominantly important in innovation-
decision process. Inter alia, it is more casual and has the full opportunity for the receiver to 
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ask questions to decrease his/her uncertainty about the effect of new behaviour. Further, in 
developing countries where there is lack of adequate official support system opinion leaders 
there act as the only credible source of information and also influence the use of it by 
explaining the merit of the innovation to the user farmers. This has been a potential advantage to 
extension in reaching a large number of farmers and improving farming efficiency, if much of the 
information could be diffused by opinion leaders and nucleus group in the community (King and 
Bembridge, 1988). Therefore, by relating information to them, extension workers could succeed 
in relating information to a large proportion of the farming population (Bembridge, 1986). 
Chen and Duvel (1992) also observed the potential positive role of tribal leaders in the 
agricultural development of Swaziland. But as a cautionary approach, it is necessary not to 
concentrate exclusively on opinion leaders to an extent where it could cause jealousy and 
consequently produce a decline in the influence of the leader. 
 
      In addition, increasing inclination towards group extension process among government and 
non-government organizations in Bangladesh (Hossain, 1994) and elsewhere, such leadership 
roles cannot be ignored (Crouch, 1984; Hossain, 1992). 
 
      Extension workers at first should differentiate between opinion leaders and non-leaders in the 
farming community and also should work with them. Otherwise, failure to differentiate opinion 
leaders from non-leaders in composite characteristics of the farmers and further failure to work 
with opinion leaders may result in concentrating on the most vocal, visible and/or innovative 
progressive farmers which in turn could increase inequality (Rooling et al., 1981) and hostility 
(Fathi, 1965). Moreover, a formal leadership position does not necessarily qualify an 
entrepreneur as a credible source of farm advice (Koch, 1988). 
 
      This paper aims at the differentiation between opinion leaders and non-leaders in their 
non-economic and economic set of characteristics in a relatively progressive and less 
progressive village of Bangladesh. Apart from the introduction in section I above, methodological 
issues followed are discussed in Section II. Section III examines the results of the study 
accompanied by discussion. Finally, conclusions are drawn in Section IV of the paper. 
 

II. METHODOLOGY 
 

       The field data collection for this study was conducted during 1989 in Muktagacha Thana 
(sub-district) of Mymensingh district, Bangladesh. The Unions (similar to precinct), surveyed in 
this study, from the same Thana, represent two areas in different stages of the development. They 
were selected randomly from two groups of Unions - relatively progressive and less progressive. 
These Unions had similar physical, agro-climatic, socio-cultural, demographic and religious 
make up and topographical characteristics. Also, identical programmes of technological 
change were introduced in the selected Unions almost at the same time. The relative 
progressiveness of the villages was determined using several criteria : proximity to the main road 
transport system; markets; towns; extension centres; closeness to the facilities such 
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APPENDIX 

 
Variables and Their Measurement 
 

      The selected independent variables included in this study have been defined below. 
      Age of a respondent was measured in years from the time of his/her birth to the time of 
interview. Education was measured by the highest year of schooling completed by the head 
of the family (male members in all cases). Similarly, education of the dependent members 
was measured by the number of years of schooling attained up to the time of the survey. 
Family education was calculated by giving an arbitrary score on the basis of the level of 
education attained by the family members. The scores assigned are as follows : Above 
secondary = 1.00; above primary and up to secondary = 0.50; primary = 0.25 
(Asaduzzaman, 1979). The aggregate of these scores is the education score of the family. 
 
      Family size of a respondent was defined as the number of dependent individuals in 
his family including his wife, children and other dependent members. 
 
      Conservation concern is a measure of knowledge of maintenance of selected non-
renewable resources in classical agriculure. A two-point Likert scale for four statements 
was used to construct the index. A score of 1 for 'yes' and 0 for 'no' were used to the 
statements complying positively to the index and the scoring pattern was reversed for 
statements negative to the index. The scale scored Cronbach's alpha reliability of 0.56. 
 
      Political knowledge is a measure of a respondent's degree of awareness of political events 
at the local and national levels. The index had Cronbach's alpha reliability of 0.83. 
 
      Respondent's cosmopoliteness was measured by adding up the number of times he 
reported having visited the daily market place, weekly market places, sub-district and 
district towns. The possible scores of frequency of visits were 2, 1, and 0 for 'frequent', 
'occasional' and 'never' respectively. Cronbach's alpha reliability for the index of 
cosmopoliteness was 0.81. 
 
      Fatalism is defined as a belief that human situation and acts are predetermined by 
some supernatural power and could never or seldom be influenced by individual volition or 
by the act of any person (Niehoff and Anderson, 1965). A three-point Likert scale for nine 
statements was constructed to measure the fatalism of respondents. The extent of fatalistic 
attitude was ascertained by responding either 'agree', 'no opinion', or 'disagree' with a 
possible score of 2,1 and 0 respectively for statements positive towards fatalism and it was 
reversed otherwise. The scale of fatalism had Cronbach's alpha reliability of 0.82. 
 
       Achievement motivation has been defined as the degree to excel regardless of social 
rewards (McClelland, 1961). The variable was operationalized by including three-items 
and using the three-point Likert scale similar to fatalism above. Cronbach's alpha 
reliability for this scale was 0.71. 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


