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ABSTRACT 

 

      Knowledge about the regional disparities in the development of different sectors is an issue of 
considerable importance for administrators, planners and policy makers of any country. In this study an 
attempt has been made to evaluate the regional disparities in the development of the agricultural sector 
of Bangladesh through computing composite indices and relevant statistics for different districts 
based on secondary data. It is observed that out of 21 former districts of Bangladesh, the district of 
Chittagong ranked the first and the district Bandarban ranked the last in agricultural development 
during 1980-81 while Sylhet ranked first and Bandarban continued to occupy the last position 
during 1990-91. It is also observed that the level of development in 10 districts, out of 21 districts 
moved down during 1980-91. Significant change in development has also been observed over the two 
time periods.  
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

      Bangladesh is primarily an agricultural country. Agriculture is the most important sector 
of the nation's economy. It accounts for nearly 35% of the Gross Domestic Product and 
provides employment to about 68.5% (BBS, 1994) of the labor force. About 80% of the 
population receive their subsistence directly or indirectly from agriculture. 
 
     Poverty and underdevelopment in Bangladesh are closely related to a very low level of 
productivity in agriculture. Agriculture is more or less traditional with primitive and little 
farm tools and implements. Per acre yield of agricultural product in Bangladesh is 
significantly lowers than most of the neighboring countries, which have similar 
geographical and human circumstances. Rice, Wheat, Jute, Sugarcane, Tobacco, Oilseeds, 
Pulses and Potatoes are the principal crops. Various kinds of vegetables and spices are 
produced. Among the fruits and nuts grown in Bangladesh Bananas, Pineapple, Mangoes, 
Jackfruits, Plums and Coconuts are important. Bangladesh is marginally deficient in food 
grains. All out efforts are being made by the government and the people to increase the 
production of food gains and diversity of agricultural output. 
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     Agriculture is recognized as a major source of employment generation, food supply 
export earnings and supplier of industrial raw materials of the country. Bangladesh 
agriculture is characterized by traditional technology, uneconomic input combination, lack of 
food marketing network for farm produce, absence of modern processing facilities,' non 
optional use of farm labor, lack of institutional credit resulting in low return to farm 
resources and low farm productivity. 
 
     The phenomenon of agricultural development has been approximately conceptualized as a 
process, which improves the quality of life. It would be of interest to measure the level of 
agricultural development in agricultural sector at district level. Knowledge of the relative level 
of development in agricultural sector of a district will help to identify appropriate strategies of 
development. Various works have been done on different aspects of development in 
Bangladesh related to agricultural sector. Boyce, J.K. (1986) examines the role of water 
control in Bangladeshis agricultural development from 1949 to 1981. Hossain, M (1986) 
examines the role of irrigation in agricultural development in Bangladesh by quantifying the 
relationship of fertilizer consumption and adoption of HYV's with irrigation and estimating 
the effect of irrigation on the intensity of land use and the growth of crop output and 
productivity than that of shown by Boycec and further confirm his conclusion that 
irrigation posses the key technological constraint to agricultural development in Bangladesh. 
In none of the aforementioned works overall development for the agricultural sector have 
been considered. Moreover regional disparities of development have not also been 
considered. Development being a multidimensional phenomenon, can hardly be captured by 
considering one, two or a group of few development indicators. Usable measure of 
development, can presumably be developed by combining all available factual features of 
development along with some normative judgements. The combined or composite indicator 
should have to be measurement scale invariant and should preferably lie between 0 and 1 so that 
it can be used effectively to compare the levels of development of different regions. The 
composite indicator developed by Narain, P. et al. (1992) used in this article possesses all the 
desirable features 
 
      In the present study, an attempt has been made to estimate the level of development in 
agricultural sector by considering the composite index of development at district level of 
Bangladesh. The relationships between levels of development in agricultural sectors have 
also been studied. On the basis of distance matrix, which depicts to what extent possible pairs 
of regions are close to or apart from each other, potential targets for the regions having failed 
to achieve desirable 
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and may be classified as developing districts. The remaining districts of Faridpur, Sylhet, 
Patuakhali, Chittagong H.T., Noakhali and Bandarban are in category III and these are taken as 
poorly developed districts during the period 1980-81. 
 
Table 2. Model Districts for Agricultural Sector. 
 

Low Developed Districts Model Districts 

Bogra Chittagong, Comilla, Dhaka, Faridpur, Jamalpur, Mymensing, 
Tangail, 
Jessore, Khulna, Kustia, Rajshahi, Rangpur, Dinajpur, Pabna. 

Chittagong H.T. Chittagong, Pabna. 

Noakhali Chittagong, Comilla, Dhaka, Faridpur, Jamalpur, Mymensing, 
Tangail, 
Jessore, Khulna, Kustia, Rajshahi, Rangpur, Dinajpur, Pabna. 

Barisal Chittagong, Comilla, Dhaka, Faridpur, Jamalpur, Mymensing, 
Tangail, 
Jessore, Khulna, Kustia, Rajshahi, Rangpur, Dinajpur, Pabna. 

Patuakhali Chittagong, Comilla, Faridpur, Jamalpur, Mymensing, Tangail, 
Jessore, 
Khulna, Kustia, Rajshahi, Rangpur, Dinajpur, Pabna. 

Bandarban Chittagong 

 
      The analysis of relative level 'of development in the districts during the period 1990-91 
indicated that the district of Sylhet ranked the first and the district of Bandarban continued to 
occupy the last position in respect of agricultural development. The value of composite 
indices varied from 0.63 to 0.99 during this period. Also we get the same classificatory 
intervals for 1980-81. The classification of districts into three groups of development 
indicated that Sylhet, Chittagong, Dhaka, Rajshahi, Rangpur, Pabna, Dinajpur and Jamalpur 
are in category of highly developed districts. The districts of Khulna, Kustia, Jessore, 
Mymensing, Comilla, Tangail and Faridpur are in the category of middle level of 
development and the district of Bogra, Cgittagong H.T., Noakhali, Barisal, Patuakhali and 
Bandarban are in the low developed category. It is also observed that the level of development 
in 10 districts, out of 21 considered moved down during 1980-91. The districts of Kustia and 
Comilla which occupied position under high category of development during 1980-81 
moved down to the medium category during 1980-91 and the district Bogra shifted from the 
high category to the low category during the same period. The districts of Pabna and 
Rangpur improved their position from medium to highly developed category and Barisal is 
shifted from medium category to low category. The development of district Sylhet from low 
category to high category is also observed. Again from Slippage test, it is observed that the 
test statistic M is very high compared 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 


