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ABSTRACT 

 
      The present study attempts to examine the impacts of rice-prawn gher farming on land tenure system in 
southwest Bangladesh. Primary data and case studies are used in the present study. The land tenure system has 
changed after the introduction of rice-prawn gher farming system from traditional sharecropping system to 
fixed rent. Natural risks, calamities and uncertain yield of prawn are the main factors that enforced the land tenure 
system from sharecropping to fixed rent. The amount of rent paid is usually determined by several factors 
including the location of the land, size and quality of gher farm and the relationship between the landlord and 
the tenant and the amount varies from Tk 20,000 to Tk 25,000 per hectare. The amount of rent and time also 
depend on the relationship between the landlord and the tenant. 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

     Land tenure system is an important feature of agriculture in many developing countries in the 
world, especially in Asia (Huang, 1975; Zaibet and Dunn, 1998; Sharma, 2000; Adams and Rask, 
1968). More than one-sixth of the total cultivated land in Bangladesh is farmed under different 
tenurial arrangements (Taslim and Ahmed, 1992; Ahsan and Ahmed, 2000). In Bangladesh, farms 
are usually cropped under three basic contract forms: (i) ownership where the plot is cropped by 
its owner, (ii) sharecropping tenancy where the tenant rent in land from the landlord and bears the 
costs of labor and non-labor inputs, and they share the output. Some times the landlord shares the 
cost of some inputs, and (iii) fixed-rent tenancy is a rental agreement in which the landowner 
receives a predetermined amount (either in cash or kind) from the tenant irrespective of crop yields 
or product prices and the tenant collect the entire revenue. Under a fixed-rental contract system, the 
entire risk burden falls on the tenant. Regardless of crop failure, the landlord gets a fixed amount. In 
addition to these above three land tenure system, land mortgage system also found in some areas of 
Bangladesh. Among the above mentioned four land tenancy agreements, fixed rent tenancy is the 
most prevalent tenancy arrangement in the rice-prawn gher farming in southwest Bangladesh. 
 
     Over the past few decades several economic journals have published a large number of articles 
or research notes on tenant system, tenant models, efficient use of resources under different tenancy 
models, merits and demerits of contractual agreements of agricultural land 
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in developing and developed countries. Like other developing and developed countries, the 
tenancy-efficiency issue has also long been debated in Bangladesh. A large number of studies 
provided contradictory results of tenant efficiency issues in Bangladesh since independence. 
Even though the empirical results have varied, most of the researchers found that tenancy 
system is necessarily less efficient than owner cultivation in Bangladesh (Zaman, 1973; 
Hossain, 1977; Jabbar, 1977; Talukdar, 1980; and Mandal, 1980). 
 
     The landholding patterns and cropping patterns have changed after the introduction of rice-
prawn gher farming in southwest Bangladesh in late 1980s. As a result, socioeconomic 
condition as well as household income level of the gher farmers has changed. There is a 
small number of literatures that focused on cost and benefit analysis of fresh water rice-prawn 
gher farming in greater Khulna district (Abedin, J. and Kabir, 1999), as well as the impact of 
shrimp gher farming on environment and ecology in the coastal region in Bangladesh 
(Asaduzamman et al, 1998; Nijera Kori 1996; Datta 2001; and Sobhan 1995). However, the 
impact of rice-prawn gher farming on land tenure has received less attention. Therefore, the 
present study attempts to find out the reasons why the land tenant agreement has been 
changed from sharecropping system to fixed rent agreement after the introduction of rice-
prawn gher farming in Southwest Bangladesh. 
 
II. METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY 
 
1. Sampling Technique 
 
     Primary data were used in this study. The farm surveys were conducted in 2002, and 
2003. 62 farmers were randomly surveyed in 2002 that contained mainly socio-economic 
conditions, production costs, outputs and yield of prawn. Out of 62  gher farmers, own and 
pure tenant farmers were equally divided. In this year, tenant-cum-owner farmers were also 
surveyed. In 2003, 40 farmers were randomly selected and out of 40 farmers, pure tenant, 
owner-cum-tenant, and owner farmers were 16, 12, and 12, respectively. In addition, a census 
was also conducted in Bilpabla village in 2003. 
 
2. Location of the Study Village 
 
     Bilpabla village is selected purposively as it is one of the typical villages in rice-prawn 
production at Dumuria Thana in Khulna district. Bilpabla is located about 7 kilometers west of 
headquarter of Khulna district. The village is divided by a small river and the households are 
mainly located on both sides of the river (Figure 1). The demographic characteristics of the 
village are very similar to other villages where rice-prawn farming is practiced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


