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                       Research Note 
RECENT TREND OF PULSES PRODUCTION 

IN WEST BENGAL 
B. K. Bera  
A. K.Nandi1  

ABSTRACT 
The study is an attempt to examine the present status of pulses in West Bengal. Over 
the years, area and production of pulses has declined grossly in both the state as well as 
country level. Exponential growth rate of area, production and productivity of pulses of 
West Bengal were estimated to be - 3.49, -2.47 and 1.02 respectively as against -0.12, 0.37 
and 0.87 respectively at the country level during period 1975-76 to 2005-06. Pulses area 
as a percentage of Gross cropped area has come down from 12.86 in 1960-61 to 2.31 in 
2004-05 in West Bengal. Due to Low productivity, low net return, pulses have been 
marginalized by highly remunerative competing crops. 

 
I.  INTRODUCTION 

India is the second largest producer of pulses after China. The country produced 
133.84 lakh tons of pulses accounting 22 percent of the world production out of 
an area of 223.91 lakh ha constituting 33 percent of world area. In spite of having great 
importance in the dietary requirement of Indian people, its net  availability has come 
down from 60 gm / day / person in 1951 to 31 gm /  day /  capita in 2009 (ICMR 
recommends 65 gm /  day/ capita ).Though the country occupy a significant 
position in the world in terms of production and acreage, the galloping rise in 
prices has become a cause of great concern not only for consumers, but also for 
policy makers. This has led the country to import large quantities of pulses from 
abroad on regular basis putting huge pressure on state exchequer. This grim 
situation may largely be attributed to the mismatch between demand for and supply of 
pulses arising out of rapid increase in population. Low production potentiality of 
most of the pulses varieties,  less net income generating capacity has relegated 
the crop to marginal land that  can be perceived as  a stumble block in 
augmenting acreage as well  as production. To attain self - sufficiency in staple 
food production,  increasing emphasis has been laid down on production of 
cereals in successive five year plans and ultimately a major break through has 
been achieved in midsixties which has been designated as green revolution. So, 
pulses, one of the major sources of protein to the millions of under nourished 
Indian,  remains a neglected crop and failed to keep pace with the growing 
domestic demand. The reflection of such biased attitudeis also found prominent 
in the distribution of critical inputs e.g. land, irrigation, fertilizers etc. in 
comparison with other crops. The allocation of land area measured as a 
percentage total food grains has dropped down from 20.38 percent in 1960-61 to 
18.4x percent in 2005-06,  and its share in the total food grains production has 
reduced drastically from 15.48 to 6.41 percent 
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