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ABSTRACT 

 

In this paper efforts have been made to estimate coarse rice exchange entitlement of 
agricultural labour. Rice entitlement has been calculated for male and female in terms 
of labour wage earned by selling their labour power that they own. Sharp gender disparity 
is observed in rice exchange entitlement. The sharpest decline in entitlement is observed 
in 2008. Seasonality in rice exchange entitlement of labour power has also been examined. 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 
According to the Household Income and Expenditure Survey, HIES (2005), the highest 
proportion of poor is found to be among the agricultural labour household in rural areas of 
Bangladesh. Agricultural labour households constituting roughly one third (35%) of all rural 
households belong to economically and socially the most handicapped part of the rural 
society. And labour power is their only endowment with a little bit of homestead land. 
Most of them are landless and have no other productive resources. Therefore, the most 
important part of the entitlement relation to look at is the entitlement based on 
agricultural labour power. In market economy, an individual can exchange what he 
owns for collection of another commodity. An individual can do this exchange either 
through trading, or through production or through a combination of these two. 
Commodities that an individual can acquire in exchange what he owns (labour power) 
may be termed as `exchange entitlement' (Sen, 1981). 
 
The agricultural labourers have their labour power only to sell with at best little bits of land 
as their endowment. Therefore the most important part of entitlement relationship is based on 
their labour power (Sen, 1981). Exchange entitlement of a labour is the purchasing power of 
his income or command over food. Very few scientific and systematic studies on wage 
entitlement are found in the literature. However, some empirical research works have been 
done by Alamgir (1976), Sen (1981) and Rushidan (2009) for agricultural labour in rural 
Bangladesh. 
 
A general labourer has to earn income by selling their labour power in the labour market. The 
major share of their income is spent particularly on rice consumption, the essential staple 
food for them. An individual will be exposed to starvation, if his income earned from 
labour power that he owns, fails to exchange enough food. Thus the average daily wage 
rate of agricultural labour determines the exchange entitlement of food or other 
commodities. The daily average nominal money wage rate of male agricultural labour 
with food was Tk. 65 in 
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