
 
 

Give to AgEcon Search 

 
 

 

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library 
 

 
 

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search. 

 
 
 

Help ensure our sustainability. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AgEcon Search 
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu 

aesearch@umn.edu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C. 

https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu


 

 
 

Scandinavian Forest Economics 

No. 42, 2008 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Proceedings 

of the Biennial Meeting of the 

Scandinavian Society of Forest Economics 

Lom, Norway, 6th-9th April 2008 

 
 

Even Bergseng, Grethe Delbeck,  

Hans Fredrik Hoen (eds.) 

Ås 



 86 

The use of Participatory Rural Appraisal and 
Planning to enhance local planning capacity in the 

buffer zone of Carrasco National Park, Bolivia 
 

Alvaro Rico 
 

Danish Centre for Forest, Landscape and Planning, Faculty 
of Life Sciences, University of Copenhagen, Rolighedsvej 23 

DK-1958 Frederiksberg C, Denmark 
 

Abstract 
Since the 1990s, the government of Bolivia has tried to introduce the 
concept of co-management in protected areas but only few positive 
experiences have been achieved. In 2007, the government made an 
earmarked commitment to support this initiative by strengthening and 
broadening policies related to participatory planning of protected areas. This 
paper contributes to this objective by investigating how Participatory Rural 
Appraisal and Planning (PRAP) can be used as a tool to enhance local 
planning capacity. PRAP is a participatory method that has been widely 
used in research and development interventions. In order to gain a better 
understanding of the usefulness of PRAP in the complex Bolivian situation, 
four communities located in the buffer zone of Carrasco National Park – the 
most threatened and biodiversity-rich protected areas in Bolivia – were 
selected as a multiple-case study application of PRAP. The results from this 
study show that PRAP was useful to enhance local planning capacity by 
giving participants a sense of ownership to local initiatives. However, there 
are also limitations like that unrealistic expectations may be created in the 
process. The paper terminates with a discussion on the potential challenges 
to enhance local planning capacity by using PRAP in buffer zones of 
protected areas in Bolivia. 
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