
 
 

Give to AgEcon Search 

 
 

 

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library 
 

 
 

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search. 

 
 
 

Help ensure our sustainability. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AgEcon Search 
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu 

aesearch@umn.edu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C. 

https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu


The Cuban embargo and southeastern agricultural export 
markets 

 
Cassandra Copeland 

Division of Economics and Business Administration, Oglethorpe University, Atlanta, GA 
ccopeland@oglethorpe.edu and Henry Thompson, Economics, Comer Hall, Auburn University, AL, 

thomph1@auburn.edu 

 
 

Abstract 
 
Cuba is a large neighbor of the U.S. Southeast with substantial export potential when the embargo is 
lifted. The present paper estimates the potential gains from trade in Southeastern agricultural export 
markets calibrating linear excess supply and excess demand to observed prices, outputs, exports, Cuban 
imports, and price elasticities in the literature. Linear excess supply and demand gauge market gains 
from trade in rice, grains, soybeans, poultry, pork, and meat. This paper is the first direct application of 
excess supply and excess demand with its focus on the international market and total surplus gains from 
trade. A brief review of Cuban trade history provides perspective on trade potential and motivates major 
assumptions of the model. The largest gains are for rice, grains, and soybeans with moderate gains for 
poultry and pork. Across these markets, total surplus increases over 3%.  
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