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PREFACE

This proceedings volume contains the main papers and reports
presented at the Nineteenth International Conference of Agricultural
Economists. That conference was held from 26 August to 4 September
1985 at Malaga, Spain. An accompanying volume in the occasional
paper series of the IAAE will contain the contributed papers presented
at the conference after selection by an international panel.

IAAE members greatly appreciated the kind welcome extended to us
at this conference and the support provided for it by the Governments
of Spain and Andalucia and various agricultural organisations and firms.
Welcoming addresses were made by the Mayor of the City of Malaga,
Pedro Aparicio; the Vice President of the Junta de Andalucia, Jose
Miguel Salinas; and from the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, Carlos Romero Herrera. They spoke on behalf of their
governmental units and on behalf of the honorary committee presided
over by His Majesty King Juan Carlos I.

The professional programme was developed under the intellectual
leadership of Ulf Renborg, University of Uppsala, with the assistance of
Bruce Greenshields who chaired the contributed paper committee,
William Kibler who chaired the discussion groups committee, and
Laurent Martens who chaired the ‘poster sessions’. The poster sessions
were a much appreciated addition to the programme.

The Elmbhirst Lecture entitled ‘Food, Economics and Entitlements’
was delivered by Amartya Sen from the University of Oxford. His paper
is a fundamental one which should be read and utilised by all
researchers, administrators and teachers concerned with solving
problems of hunger around the world. His address both honoured our
founding president, Leonard K. Elmhirst, and demonstrated why we, in
turn, honoured Amartya Sen with the Elmhirst medal for his own
extensive, high-quality accomplishments as an economist.

The Association owes a debt of gratitude to Allen Maunder of the
Agricultural Economics Institute, University of Oxford, for his
continuing excellent editorial work on the Proceedings of the

Xiii



Xiv Preface

Association. Mavis Hunt served us well by making the Cowbell an even
more effective means of quick communication at the Conference.

The Association wants especially to recognise the excellent hard work
of the Spanish National Organizing Committee under the capable
chairmanship of Antonio Herrero Alcon, ably assisted by Jose Luiz
Fernandez Cavada. The Spanish National Organizing Committee
served all members of the Association attending the conference well,
with grace and competence.

GLENN L. JOHNSON
Immediate Past President,
International Association of
Agricultural Economists



INTRODUCTION

There were a number of reasons for choosing ‘Agriculture in a
Turbulent World Economy’ as the theme for the Nineteenth
International Conference of Agricultural Economists. The next ten to
fifteen years of adjustment needed in food producing systems will
probably take place in a very turbulent economy. In the 1970s there
were a number of shocks in the economy; but unsolved economic and
political problems indicate that surprises may well await us in the future
also. They stem from the uncertainty regarding answers to questions of
the following type: what choices will national states make between
protectionism and free international markets; how will countries choose
between economic growth and environmental protection; what political
and economic consequences will follow from east-west and north-south
tensions in the world?

This volume follows closely the programme of the conference and
after an initial section, containing the Elmhirst Memorial Lecture and
the Presidential Address, begins with a consideration of the forces
shaping the future and the interdependencies and uncertainties in the
world’s food production and distribution systems. Then follow sections
on overproduction and malnutrition, on pressures on natural resources,
and on human capital, technology and institutions. Subsequent sections
deal with the structure of agriculture and people in rural societies and
with markets and trade. A separate section is devoted to theoretical
developments and, finally, the implications for policy and research of
the preceding sections are considered by separate authors under five
headings and in the ‘synoptic view’ of the incoming President.

The editors wish to express their thanks to the authors, openers and
rapporteurs of the various papers, particularly those who turned in their
contributions on time and of the correct length, and to the editorial staff
without whose unstinting help this volume could not have been
prepared.

The contributed papers presented at the conference, together with
summaries of discussion, will appear as IAAE Occasional Papers 1IV.

XV



xvi Introduction

The reports of the meetings of Discussion Groups will appear in an
IAAE Members Bulletin. The views expressed in this book are not
necessarily those of the IAAE nor those of the institutions with which
the various authors are connected.

ALLEN MAUNDER
Editor, International Association of
Agricultural Economists

ULF RENBORG
Vice President Programme



