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Many developing-country workers are 
in agriculture …  

1980 1995 2010

World 955   1,187  1,310  

Developed 71      43        26        
Developing 884   1,145  1,281  

Agricultural Workers (millions)

Shares of agricultural workers in 

labour force 

48% 



… working informally … 
Shares of the agricultural workforce by employment status in developing 

countries, 2001 to 2008 

Source: Authors’ computations using statistics ILO’s LABORSTA (2012). 

The sample included 42 countries that reported employment status by the 

International Classification by Status in Employment (ICSE) in the period 

2001 to 2008.  



… for relatively low earnings…  
Average earnings or wages of agricultural and manufacturing workers 

in selected developing countries in US dollars 

Agricultural earnings or 

wages are, on average, 

60 % of that in 

manufacturing. 



… while the share of developing countries 
in world trade is increasing. 

Share of Developing Countries in World 
Agricultural Trade (1995 to 2010) 



Some Themes of “Shared Harvests” 

Agricultural productivity growth and 
structural change  

International channels of agricultural 
productivity improvement 

Agricultural trade reforms and 
employment 

Managing adjustments in 
agricultural labour markets 



Take-aways from “Shared Harvests” 

Agriculture should be established (or 
re-established) as a high policy 
priority in the domains of trade and 
employment. 

Gradual or phased-in agricultural 
trade liberalization can facilitate 
adjustment processes to help avoid 
bottlenecks in the labour market. 
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