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FOREWORD

These proceedings include the presentations used as the basis for
deliberations at the eighteenth National Agricultural Policy Confer-
ence held September 10-13, 1968, at Sequoyah State Park, Wagoner,
Oklahoma. The conference program was planned and arranged by
the National Committee on Agricultural Policy, sponsored by the
Farm Foundation with the endorsement of the Extension Committee
on Organization and Policy, and with the cooperation of the Center
for Agricultural and Economic Development, Iowa State University,
and the Agricultural Policy Institute, North Carolina State Univer-
sity. Ninety-three representatives from 46 State Extension Services,
the United States Department of Agriculture, and other interested
agencies participated in the conference.

The purpose of the annual conferences has consistently been to
assist Extension Service workers whose responsibilities include pro-
viding leadership for educational programs in agricultural policy and
related public policy issues. This assistance includes: (1) timely and
useful information provided by eminently qualified authorities, (2) op-
portunity to share techniques and materials developed throughout the
nation during the year, and (3) "by-product" benefits that accrue
through association and discussion during time not devoted to the
formal conference program. The knowledge of participants is broad-
ened, their creative capacity is stimulated, and their overall profes-
sional competence in dealing with ever more complex public policy
issues is enhanced. The resulting educational programs are designed
to inform responsible citizens regarding policy alternatives and equip
them to participate more effectively in formulating beneficial policies
based on intelligent choice.

The Farm Foundation, following its policy of close cooperation
with the State Extension Services, financed the instructional staff,
transportation of one delegate from each state, and the publication of
this report.

The published proceedings of this and of past conferences are
useful not only to state and county Extension Service educators, but
also to teachers, students, and other citizens interested in increasing
the understanding of the issues treated.

S. Avery Bice, Chairman
National Committee on Agricultural Policy
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