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FOREWORD

This publication reports the major discussions of the ninth
national agricultural policy conference planned by the National
Committee on Agricultural Policy and sponsored by the Farm
Foundation. Eighty-six representatives from 44 states, the
United States Department of Agriculture, and other interested
agencies participated in the conference.

This report supplements the material included in the pro-
ceedings of the eight previous policy conferences. The purpose
of these annual policy conferences is to assist extension workers
who deal with agricultural policy problems through: (1) pres-
entation of timely and useful information and (2) discussion
of effective techniques for presenting this information to groups.
This year special emphasis was again given to the development
of discussion guides for use in state and local extension pro-
grams (contained in Part II).

The exchange of experiences and ideas at these conferences
is designed to broaden the knowledge of participants, stimulate
their thinking, and extend their horizons, thereby increasing
their competence in dealing with the complex and multiple
aspects of agricultural policy issues.

The Farm Foundation, following its policy of close coopera-
tion with the state extension services, assisted in developing the
program for the 1959 conference, financed the instructional
staff, provided a portion of the necessary expenses of those in
attendance, and agreed to make this report of the conference
available to all the states. The Center for Agricultural and
Economic Adjustment, Iowa State University, provided funds
for the work groups to meet prior to the conference to prepare
resource materials and also helped finance the printing of this
report.

Joseph Ackerman, Managing Director
Farm Foundation
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