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FOREWORD

This publication presents the major discussions of the twentieth
national agricultural policy conference held September 22-25, 1970,
at Pokagon State Park, Angola, Indiana. The conference was planned
by the National Committee on Agricultural Policy and designed to
assist extension workers who deal with agricultural and public policy
problems. Ninety-seven representatives from 45 states, the United
States Department of Agriculture, and other interested agencies par-
ticipated in the conference.

The conference provided an opportunity for exchange of ex-
periences and ideas, and the resulting intellectual excitement led to
self-renewal. Few individuals in attendance are likely to think the
same as before about the subjects of income maintenance, the en-
vironment, or the role of the university in education for public decision
making. Such self-renewal will have far-reaching impacts on public
policy education in the states and counties of the United States.

The reports of the conferences have also helped extend the bene-
fits of the conferences beyond the participants. The conference reports
have been made available not only to state and county extension per-
sonnel but also to teachers, students, and others interested in increas-
ing understanding of public policy issues. The need is greater than
ever before to develop intelligent and responsible citizens who can
make informed choices and participate effectively in solving the
troublesome and divisive problems that plague our society today.

The National Committee on Agricultural Policy voted to change
its name to the National Public Policy Education Committee since its
activities have expanded considerably beyond those originally en-
visioned. The National Committee and the conferences have bene-
fited from the devoted services and interest of a number of people
who have participated regularly in the conferences during the past
twenty years. Included in this group are Joseph Ackerman, former
Managing Director of the Farm Foundation; T. E. Atkinson, Ar-
kansas; G. Max Beal, Maryland; S. Avery Bice, Colorado; J. Carroll
Bottum, Indiana; W. D. Curtis, Louisiana; John O. Dunbar, Indiana;
C. E. Klingner, Missouri; J. B. Kohlmeyer, Indiana; Arthur Mauch,
Michigan; Wallace Ogg, Iowa; M. C. Rochester, South Carolina; and
Tyrus R. Timm, Texas. The pioneering efforts of these individuals
are responsible in a large measure for the tremendous strides that
have been made in agricultural and public policy education.

The Farm Foundation, the Center for Agricultural and Economic
Development at Iowa State University, and the Agricultural Policy



Institute at North Carolina State University assisted in developing the
program for the conference. The Farm Foundation, following its
policy of close cooperation with the state extension services, financed
the instructional staff, the transportation of one delegate from each
state, and the publication of this report.

R. J. Hildreth, Managing Director
Farm Foundation
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