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VARIETIES AND TYPES 

Distinct varieties of cantaloups are many in nuniber. .Re~ardle8s 
of varieties cantaloups a!'t; generally referred to commermally as 
"salmon meat" or "salmon tint", "pink meat", and "green meat" 
in Ilccordance with the color of the edible portion. Both ,the salmo~ 
meats and the pink meats are grown for market inmos.t of the leading 
districts from California to the Atlantic, and a large part of tl).ecom­
mercial crop is included under these classifications. Green meats 
were formerly commercially important in the Eastern and South­
eastern States, but have been hugely replaced by salmon., or pink­
meat varieties. 

In some instances variety names are used in price quotations. In 
the Federal market news rp.ports varieties 2 classed as salmon meats 
include Hale Best, Pollock 10-25, and Abbott Pearl (Pearl Pink); 
varieties clussed us pink meats include' Burrell Gem, Hearts of Gold, 
Edwards Perfecto, Osage, and Tiptop. There is no sharp distinction 
in color of the edible portion of the salmon-meat and pink-meat types, 
and for this reason there is some variation in the commercial classifi­
cation of varieties in different· districts and under different conditions. 

I The term .. other mu.~kmelons " as US6d In this publlcntion refers chiefly to casaba, Honey Ball, Honey 
Dew and Persian melons. The term" melons" also refers to this group. ' 

Aoknowledgment Is made or the assistance rendered bY'fleld(representatives 01 this Bureau and various 
Stnte& who supplied speclflc information reiating to certain producing districts. 

I A more detailed description or varieties Is contained In the following publlcntlon: BIC/.TTIE, W. ,R., 
M.V8K)lICLONS. U.S. Dept. Agr. Farmers' Bull. 1468, 38 pp., mus. 1926. 
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Ohanges in popularity andproductien of varieties have been marked 
in recent years. Eij"orts have beGh made to develop new varieties 
which are highly T8sistant to disease and which can 'be allowed to 
ripe.l.'l on . the vine and still be satisfactory for shipping. Varieties 
recently developed in western di3tricts include the Melodew, Weaver 
Speciaf, NlcDIL-liel Nugget, and Jagger Mildew Resistant: 

Honey Dew, Honey Ball, cllsaba, Persian melons, Ilnd 11 few other 
varieties nre pmduced commercially in some of the Westem States. 
This group of miscellaneous melons, particularly Honey Dew and 
Honey Bnll, hus incrensed grelLtly in commercial importance in the 
lnst decnde . 

.PRODUCING DISTRICTS AND PROD.UCTION 

CantlLloups l11'e grown commerciully in many districts throughout 
the United Stl1tcS. The commereillillcrellge of cantaloupe !lnd other 

r---'~----------\"'----------_-"""''''' 
No.:!)MUSKMELONS GROWN F'OR SALE 

Acrea8e, 1929 

j,·'OUIIY. I.-The l'CIISUS listed [W,OOO lIeres o( cnntllhllll'S nnd muskmelons grown (or sale in the United 
States in lOW. These lIIelolls are grown in II1I1I1Y o( the States, hut nearly two thirds o( the commercial 
acreage was in CllliCornia, Arizona, nnd Colorudo, according to estimates (or the period 1928-32., 

muskmelons (including chieny Honey Dew, Honey Ball, casaba,and 
Persian melons) in 25 Stntes for which official estimates are available 
vaned in the period 1928 to 1932 from 102,000 a~resin 1928 to 138,000 
acres in 1931 (table 1). The census figures for all States showed 
129,000 acres grown fo!' sale in 1929. Commercial production has 
become 1l1rgely concentrated in districts that have proven to be well 
adap'ted to this crop. These include districts in Imperial Valley, 
Oalif., north-central Ouliforniu, south-central Arizona, southeastern 
Oolorado, southern New Mexico, southwestern .Arkansas, southwestern 
Indiana, southwestern and southeastern Michigan, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Eastern Shore of ~Maryland,the Oarolinas, Texas, Wash­
ington, and a number of other States (fig. 1), 
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DOtring the 5 years ended in 1932, approximately 75 percent of the 
commercial" crop of cantaloups and other mu~elons was grown in 
tluee Western States-Oalifornia, Arizona? and Oolorado. More 
than half vI the production was .in Oalifornia. The crop produced iil 
Oolorado, New Mexico, and States farther west is referred to.in this 
bulletin as the western crop. 

TABLE l.-Acreug'l and production for market of cantaloup8 and other muskmelon/! 1 


Production I
e A_,
Group lind S .....te or district 


1928 1029 1030 1031 1032 

1028 ~ 1930F~.. r--

Early shipping grouP! 1 	 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
ClIllIorniu, Imperilli Vnl· Aerf8 Acrt& Acres Aeres Aeres cral.. craie. eral.. cral.. cralt. 

ley•.• ,"'" •••• , ••••• , •• :13.460 as. 360 50,000 61.640 46.750 6,224 6, 713 6.762 7,840 36,405 

.~·Iorida................... 020 600 600 250 200 37 36 30 12 Iii 

'rO;(U8. curly dt~trict••••••. [40 740 1,260 640 150 16 70 113 60 15 


TotuL•••••••••••••••••• 34,520 aO.700 52, 760 52.430 46.100 6,':77 6.810 5.895 7.920 , 6.435 


Second·enrly shipping group: 

Arlzona................ __ • 10,000 11.500 15.700 13.800 12, 500 1.800 2, 024 2,088 1,72.'; '.1.500 

Arkansas••••••••••••••••• 0.000 ~·.JOO 2, fJOO 3.350 564 185 116 ]82 234
-2,550 

Clllifornlu. other thun 


Imperlul VlIliey ••••••••• 12.050 14.020 15.3.10 15.680 18.180 2,470 2, TM 2, 851 2, 540 '3031)

Georgill................... 650 600 750 800 1.100 52 48 76 56 ' ,77 

Nevada. Moapa dt~trlct ... 2.10 170 150 120 100 50 23 14 20 12 

North Cnrolinu ........... 2, 310 1.000 620 1,100 .2, 600 261 70 63 00 182 

Oklnhoma................. 500 500 500 630 560 34 38 38 45 .45 

South Carolinu ............ 640 51~ 600 1.200 2.000 56 26 72 ]50 100 

Texas, other tha.l curly


district •••••••••••••••• 1.570 1,500 2.320 11.630 7.300 HI 111 139 '865 , 387 


Totnl................... a3.070 32, 200 38.520 47.360 47.780 5,428 5.259 5,416 J 5.682 , 5.663 


lntermediate shipping group: r::-=·Delaware................. 2.200 2,200 2,700 297 :::1 187 225 338 

lllinois.................... 000 000 2'~i i:ggg 1.070 97 04 63 ·82 . 06 

Indlnna ................... 4.640 4.180 4.31lO 4.610 4.610 524 418 255 438 '&07 

Maryland................. 6.040 6,800 7.010 7.550 8:r100 676 578 386 680 834 

New Mexico., ............ 1.400 1.570 1.800 2, 100 3,400 lS9 196 24~ 258 'S91 

Tennessee..._............. 470 120 170 2'20 .240 33 10 13 15 IS 

Washington............... 1.750 1,850 1,950 .1.600 1.650 192 27S .224 197 198 


Total................... 17.4m 17.620 18.420 19.600 21.770 2.008 1,805 1.371 1.895 '.2,382 


Late shipping group: 

Colorndo.................. 9,000 11.000 10,000 8.100 7.370 1.170 2.530 2,000 1,134 1,106

lown...................... 780 580 520 620 900 78 39 ·42 63 90 

KnnsllS.................... 450 450 450 450 450 57 54 40 50 54
." 	 J\[ichlgnn ..... " .......... :1.000 3,400 3,800 4.000 4.200 300 357 437 420 420 

Nevada. other thnn 


Moapa district .......... 220 320 280 260 260 36 40 44 22 24 

New Jersey............... 3.000 2,500 ~.IOO 4.000 5,000 480 275 388 ,420 625 

Ohio...................... ..-_ ..--- 300 360 640 650 ------ 27 '41 57 72 

On!:'•••••••••••••••••••• _m_ 000 "" '00 lm..- 00 ,~ 122 96 

Uta ...................... ....... ....... ....... 250 700 ..................... 42 64 


Totn!. .................. 16.450 19.150 10.310 IS.92O 20,1302,121 3,382 3,112 2, 320 2, 541 


TotaL ..................p02. 340 lOS. 6701129. 010138.310135.780 15.834 17,265 15,8231' 17, 817' 17. 021 


I Other melons include chiefly casahn. Honey Ball, Honey.Dew, and Persian melons, but not watar· 
melons. ' 

I In tarms of standard crates containing approximately 60 pounds.
• Includes some quantities not harvested on account of market conditions as follows: Arizona, 438.000 

crates in 1032; Oallfornia. Imperial Volley, 1.693.000 crates. and California. otber than Imperial Valley, 
768.000 crates in 1932; Te.~as. other than early district, 433,000 crates in 1031, and lS2,ooo crates In 1032;
New }.Iexico, 100.000 crates in 1032. 

Division of Orop and Livestock .Estimates. 
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l'."oduction for market of cantnloups and other muskmelons in the 
period 1928 to ] 932, stated in terms of standard cmtes, has rangfJd 
from 15,800,000 in 1928 to 18,000,000 in 1931. The ILllUual per­
capito. commercial production for the United States in this period has 
ranged approximately from 8 to 9 pounds. .•..1 

SHIPMENTS 

The important western producing districts are at great distances 
'from the leading markets and the grell.ter part of the movement from 
them is in cltr 10tlS. The proportion of total shipments oj the western 
crop moved by motor truck is small, nlthough there is a considerable 
truck movement to points within a radius of severn'! hundred .miles 
of the producing dist,ricts. The estimated mot-or-truck shipments 
were less than 5 percent of the tot!1l movement in the Imperial 
YlLllcy, Oalif., in enoh of thcyelLl's 1931 and 1932. 

From the castcl'll ILnd midwestern districts, which 111'0 much nearer 

to markets than tLrc ·lIhe. western, 11 Im'go pnrt of tho crop moves by 

truck. Records of theso shipmcnts for some districts are not Itvl1il ­

ILble, but for Deln.wl1l·e f,',Ild the Enstern Shore of Mnrylaud in 1932 

ILbout 84 per'cent of the CltIltalollp shipments were by truck. The 

en.r-Iot shipments of cantaloups reported for Michigan in 1932 totaled 

only 13, whoreas the motor-truck shipments from the Benton Harbor 

mai'ket alone wel'o equivalent to about 550 cars. 


In 19:32, motor-tmck receipts of cantnioups in New York Oity were 

30 percent of tho total sl~pply coming by mil and truck. For Phil a­

delphilL, the corresponding figure WitS 64 percent, and for Los Angeles, 

94 percent. In Los Angeles, 90 porcent of the miscellllneousmeions 

canie by truck, wherens in New York and Philadelphia there were 

practically nQ truck receipts of such melons, us they are grown chiofly 

1ll the Western Stt1.tes. 


The rnil-shipmontfigures represent the commercini movement of 

cautn.loups and o~her muskmelons fairly well in the Western States, 

where about three fourths oj the United States crop is produced. In 

other purts of tho countl'Y, particularly in Stn.r,es neltl' large eustem 

ILnd mldwestern ll1urkets, the l'ltil shipments are not a good index of the 

commercirLi movement, because of the large quuntities hauled to 

market by truck. . 


In 1928, carload shipments were equivalent to about 80 percent of 

the production for mru·ket. The proportion moved in cur lots declined 

yearly from 19.28 to 19.32, when it wus only slightly more than 11l1lf of 

the production. PI1l't of this decline WitS due to increased movemenfj 

by truck, but in some years, particularly 1932, lnrge quantities wer(~ 

not shipped because of low prices. 


Carload shipments of cantaloups during the 10-yel1r period 1923-32 

varied between ttpprmdml1tely 17,000 cars in 1932 and approximately 

30,000 cars in 1925 and.in 1927 (table 2). 


,..: 
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TABLE 2.-Cltr-lot shipments. of can'3loupll by StateJj or districts, 1.923-82 

I
State or dL~trict of 102:1 1024 1925 
I IO?:! I Jtr.;" 111'28. 1026 1030 1031 1032.
ori~in 


-~ ~ ---------- --.- ­
a!ln Can CarB CarB Cars CarB CarB CarB Cars Cars

Alabama••••••••••••• 0 3 1 3 0 0 I 0 0 0 

Arizona•••••••"'"'' 1,208 1,864 3,057 3,146 4,640 6,224 D,U3 6,436 4,461 3,020
ArkallSus....... ••• ••• 337 1,052 1,215 1,127 784 646 413 245 443 611

California ' ....__ ..... 22, 41i7 

Northern dL~trict.__ ........ -----·0· -----io· 98 0 81 423 --'''ioo' ----··0· 5

Southern district ........... I 0 2 I 2 16 .42 7 ',' . 9
Oentral district. ___ ....__ •• 2.5.15 3,010 2,233 2.ZJ-i 2. 922 1,002 1,744 1,701 J,461

Imperial Valley •••• 12,W2 15,750 13,410 ll,678 15,439 14,072 M,alll 11, 151 12,1l86 7,5Il2


Oolorado••__ ••••••• __ 2, !U.S 'J 054 3 ""4 3.574 2,001) 2. 110 3,19S 1,.765

Delaware............ SI8 ~ 511 '65i 551 427 427 285 2,i~ I'm 190 

Florida.............., 36 7 , 4 5 12 14 7 1 0 13

Georgla__••__ ••__ ..__\ 216 136 lOS 104 76 SI
58!i I 117 1381 SO
Idaho__.............. 0 2 I 0 0 0 0 .2 3 ·6

TIlinois.....____ ...... 86 45 126 57 9 19 10 13 25 A5 

Indlana•••__......... 681 S22 I, OS7 • 595 365 459 387 .172 278 230

Iowa.............____ 105 79 88 00 48 10l 35 31 38 .26 

KallSus............... 28 17 18 2 1 9 7 3 12 4

Kentucky....__ ... __ 0 o 10 5 0 0 0 00 0 

Louislull6. __ ......... I 7 12 43 4 4 4 3 0 26 

Maryland.....__ ••••• 1.270 600 1,116 1,169 1,002 501 27~ 347 264
1,~Michigan. __ ..... __ •• 306 114 146 74 '52 1'3 13 16 13 

MlssourL .......... __ 11 11 31 34 0 2 3 .7 .2 14 

Montana............. 0 0 0 0' 0 0 0 0 2 0 

Nebruska............ 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -,0. ,0

Nevada.............. 107 231 346 162 .133 150 170 J24 64 

New JeI'SllY· ......... 83 70 147 15 12 13 1 0 
 \:~ 
New Mexico ......... 364 518 574 040 415 370 352 416 612 560 
" New york ........... I 2 3 0 0 0 ·0 1 0 .0. 

North Oarollnll ••.••• 620 401 655 307 606 304 88 19 110 ISO 

Oklahoma........... I 34 64 67 52 61 18 31 0 

Oregon..._..__••••••• 0 0 1 0 0 0 12 131 80 21 
" South Carolina ....... 70 115 38 172 179 94 44 125 '89 224 

Tennessee....__...... lTd 55 ,184 68 40 42 1 7 20 0 

Texas................ 387 416 469 400 242 241 176 355 715 571 

Utah................. 0 1 2 10 0 0 17 27 123 Ie:! 

Virginia.............. 3 23 30 JO 23 4 .2 5 11 II 

Washington.......... 207 298 221 145 239 2t4 381 277 150 10,'; 

West Virglni .......... 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 '0 0 


I------------------------
Total ........__ 24, nl ! 28,026 30,105 26,940 30,241 28,975 28,148 23,827 24,375 17,.215 


1 In shipment statistics for OaliCornla... north~rn district .. Is roughly the area north of San 'Francisco 
and Stockton; .. t'CntruJ district" is between uorthern district and a southern boundary roughly defiued by
.. line from SlIntil Barbara through Mojave; "southern district .. is south of ceutral district but. exclusive of 
lmperl .. 1 Valley. • ,. 

, Not segregated by districts In 1023 reports. 

The Imperial Valley is by far the most important cantoloup­
shipping district in the United States. Its car-Jot shipments have 
in many years about equaled those from all other States. Central 
California, or the area south of San Francisco and Stockton ,and north 
of a line through Santa Barbara and Mojave, is the source of a1arge 
vollUne of shipments. The crop of Arizona showed an upward trend 
from 1923 until 1930 when 5,400 cars of cantaloups were marketed; 
then came a decline in 1931 and 1932. TheOolorado sbipments 
reached a peak for the 10-year period in 1926 with about 3,600 cars. 
In Michigan, Indiana, and Maryland, the decline in rail shipments 
durino- the decade beginning in 1923 was due chiefly to the increase 
in motor-truck shipments. 

Honey Dew, Honey Ball, casaba, and Persian melons, are shipped 
from a number of Stn.tes, butnelU'ly all of the commercial n:tovement 
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originates in the Imperial Valley find central California, Arizona, and 
Colora:do(tI1ble 3).Oaliformaalone in l'ecent years has IUade 
approximntely 90 percent of all such shipments. Oar lots of mis­
cellaneous melons incrensed from less than 1,200in 1923 to more than 
12,000 in both 1930 and 1931. The 1930-32 avernge shipments of 
nliscellaneous melons (including some cl1ntaloups :in mixed carloads) 
were apprmdmately 11,000 cars which is about one half of the average 
shipments of cantaloupsfor the period. 

TABI.E a.-Car-lot shi1nnBnl.> of 	miscellaneous melons 1 f,y States or districls, ! 
1923-32 

- I 
Stllte .or district of 1923 1924 .1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1\1:10 11131 1932origin 

~ -- - -------------
CaT3 Ca,. Car. Cars Cars Cors Cors Cors Cors Cora 

AlabllDla......__ ._ •• 0 0 0 2 17 1 0 0 0 0
Arizona.....___ .._... 0 281 776 56(j 577 677 294 398 .81 89
ArkansllS..__ ...__ .... 0 0 0 0 4 8 0 0 0 0
California 'oo.__..____ '1,037 ---'''0' ....2iii· ----.i86-Northern district___ .. -- ......... 1 37 7 27 189 319 


Southern district ___ 0 7 0 5 0 0 2 0
.. .c ____AO_ 

Central dlstrict_ .... .. - .. __ ...... 1.463 1,594 1,942 2,045 3,456 4,008 3,353 2,080 1,961 
lmperial Valley._ •• 174 573 2,300 2,682 4,7-1701 5,916 7,020 8,745 5,922

Colorndo.__......_. __ ....iii- 575 613 985 679 1,469 1, G57 7901,~ 	 1,~lo'loridll.._______...__ • 0 0 3 09 0 0 0
Oeorgia...__•••• ___.. 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 
Idaho._.__....._...._ 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0Illinols_________ •• ____ 0 0 1 0 7 0 0 0 0Indlana _______ ....___ 0 I 0 2 34 50 ~ I 2 12 0 0lOwll___________--_-- _ 0 0 0 0 48 75 10 2 1 0KansllS__________••__ 3 30 19 1 0 3 1 1 8 9
Michlgan_. __ ._. __ •__ 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0
MississlllP!..________• 0 0 0 0 6) 18 0 0 0 0 
Mi"~ourl ___._._______ 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 3 0 0
North Carollua •• ____ 0 0 	 U 4 0 0 0 0 0 0Oregon_______________ 

0 0 0 1 4 0 2 5 1 0
South Carollnll.______ 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

40 29 24 0 3 0 3 43 12T~M ••_"••••••••••f"JUtah.________________ 0 0 	 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 3 
WllShlngton__________ 0 0 	 0 0 13 14 1 5 0 0 --	 1---

TotaL_________ 1,152 2, 565 3,654 6,484 ~ 9,719 I 11,894 12,352 12, 207 9,107 

I Includes cllSllba, Honey Ball, HollCY Dew, and Persian melons (and mixed melons reported since 1930. 
See footnote 2, toble 4), but not watermelons or cnntilloups. 

, See footnote I, tllble 2. 
'Not segregated b~' districts in 1923 reports. 

As an average for the 3 years, 1930-32, about 56 percent of the 
Honey Dew shipments came from the Imperial Valley.Oentral 
Oalifol'niaand Oolorado are also important sources of supply. Honey 
Dew.shipments exceeded 6,000 cars in both 1930 and 1931 (table 4). 

The ImperiD1Valley is by far the most jmportant source of Honey 
Ball melons. In the period 1930-32 this district furnished nearly 95 
percent of the total supply, which averaged slightly under 2,4.00 cars 
peryear for the period (table 4). 

The car":loi ,. shipments of casaba melons totaled only 155 .in 1930 
and did not,;;;each this.figurein 1931 or 1932. Nearly all the cflsaba 
shipments b'e from the Imperial Valley and the central district of 
'Oalifornia. 

Total shipments of Persian melons, most of which come from the 
central California district, were slightly mOJ'e ,than 400 cars in 1931, 
but only Hil cars in 1932 (table 11). 
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T,\BLE 4.-Car-lot shipments of casaba, Honey Ball, Honey Dew, Persian, and 
-mixed melons by .states 'or di.~tricls, 1930-32 1 

--'~'--""-' ---,' " ""~.-,....~.. ,,..". ,--~ ..-".----:----­-.~---'" 

Uoney lIull Roney De,,- J'ersiun Mixed I 

State or district of 

origin ~U30 loal 19a2 _~ ~~ 1~~ lUaO 119311103'; ";~;~ lO~'II~ lU30 ~~ 
Car. CaTs Cars Car. Car~ Car. Curs Cars Cars Cur. Cars ,curs Cars Curs Cars 

Arf~ol1n...._._._•••••_ 0 0 0 46 4 29 225 35 15 0 0 0 127 42 35 
['ullfornia: , 

Northern district.. 22 • 1 1 J2 0 3 182 157 315 0 Q 0 0 28 0 
Southern district.. 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 01 0 0 0 ()
Centrul distr!ct.... 07 8.'i U8 137 62 75 1, ti65 1, 155 1, 174 333 394 101 1,121 384 453 
Imperial Vuliey.... 32 4:1 332,4012, 665 I, 646 2, 87314, 201 2,745 10 31, 0 1,704 1,805 1,498 

(Joiorudo..........____ 0 0 0 0 9 0 I, 156 785 677 0 1 0 178 2H2 113 

Cleorgiu................ 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 ?, 0 0 0 0 0 1 I 

Indiana.. .............. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 U 0 0 12 0 0 

Iowa................... 0 0 0 0 0 0 U 0 0 0t 0 0 2 I 0 

Kansas................ 0 0 0, 0 0 0 I 81 U 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Missouri....... ........ I) o~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0

Oregon................ 4 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

're-'us.................. o~. 0 0 10 0 3,1 m 11 0 2 0 0 0 1

Utah......... ,....... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (J1 0 0 0 0 3 

Washington........... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 01 0 0 5 0 0 


Totul............155 13~ 132,2.500 2.750t7iH 6.1iib il.i"2 :t,;i.i61"""34:i~ IIll 3,1532,5322, 10·1 

1 t 

1 Shipments Of these melons were not reported separately prior to 1930. 
I The term" mixed melons" refers to CIlrs loaded with two or more kinds of melons including cantaloupa 

Ilnd Ilny other kinds of muskmelons. 
, See footnote I, table 2. 

SHIPPING SEASONS 

Competition among various producing districts is in:tluenced not ,
only by the quantity produced and the markets to which the crop is 
shipped, but also by the time in which the crop is moved to market.. 

The time of ripening of cantaloups and other melons va.rieswl"h 
seasonal conditions from year to yeu.!'. For instrtllce, the time when 
the cantaloup movement :from Imperial Valley reached 5 cars or more 
daily varied in the period 1928-32 from Mn,y 1 in 1930 to May 15 .in 
1929, The date of peak shipments was as early as May 22 in 1930 
and ns late us June 18 in 1928 (table 5). Other cantaloup districts 
show similar variations. 

TA BLE 5.-Peri()dof car·lot movement of canlaloups from specified .states or districls, ,,., 1928-32 

I ,First Date on 
Date of datI! on Date of peak which Date of
first CIlr. which shipment and ship­ lastState or district Year nnmber of CIlrs mentslot ship- ~~~ ship·shipped that feli to 5 

ment were day cars or ment 
shipped less 

Date Cars 
May 3 May 7 Jnne 18 400 Jlily 15 Aug. 17 

11929j1928 Muy 11 May 15 June 16 423 July 26 July 30 
Culifornia, Imperial Valley ............ 1 1930 Apr. 25 May I MIlY 22 463 July 16 Aug. 12 

'1931 Apr. 18 May 2 May 25 380 July 9 Jn1y 22 
1 1032 Mny 1 MIlY 8 June 7 273 July 11 July 18 

1928 May 16 June 11 Juiy 0 306 Jn1y 26 :Av~. 31 
1020 May 27 June 18 Juiy 16 239 Aug. 6 Au,: . .21 

Arizona.............__...............__ j 1930 ?fny 21 June 2 July 3 315 Jnly 28 July 30 
1031 June R June 12 June 27 Z7G July ,20 Jn1y 22 
1932 June .2 June 8 Jnne 30 192 July 23 Jn1y 26 
1928 May 16 July 21 Aug. 1 14 Aug. 11 Aug. 31 
1929 May 18 June 12 Aug. 3 8 Aug. 4 Sept. 0 

TeXlls........; ......__................. j 1930 fuay 21 July 18 July 26 17 Aug. 3 Sept. 25 
1U31 uno 19 July 7 Jnly 22 41 ...do ••• _. Oct. HI 
1932 June 15 July 13 Ang. 4 35 Ang • .12 Oct. 5 

1 Does not include .records of uutuUln shipments lIS follows: 92 cars, Oct. 5-Nov. H, 1O~'9; 50 cars, Oct. !}-31,
1930; ~'O cam, Oct. 15-18, 1931; ~'9 cnrs, Oct. 3·20, W32. 
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TABLE 5.-Period of car-lot movement of cant.aloups from specified Statc8 of districts, 
1928~32-Continued 

""'..._...- --.......~.------'--"-'--"-­
}'irst Dote on 

dote on Dnle or penk whichDate of 	 Doteo!which shipment and ship·first car· 	 ItlStState or district Yenr as many number of Ctlrs mentslot ship-	 ship­
tIS 5 cars shipped that fell te 5ment 	 mentwere dny cars or 
shipped less 

1-	 ---
Date Can 

1928 June 30 July 7 July 14 10 July 16 .Aug. 4 
]0211 June 17 June 24 June 24 10 June 25 'July 6 

South Carollna." ....._.........~ ...... { 19'JO June 211 June 27 July 5 17 July 9 July 11 
1931 June 27 June '211 July 3 9 July 6 July .II! 
1932 June 21 June 24 June 2!1 34 July 9 July 15 
11r.!8 June 19 June 21) July 25 175 Aug. 21 Oct. 17 
1921) July 5 July 16 Aug. 8 94 Aug•.22 Oct. 14 
1930 June 27 July '.. 1 July 24 III Aug•.20 Aug. 26"."'"'' ~",,' "",,,",........... --1\ 	 11/31 June. 15 June 22 July 8 142 Aug. 2 Sept. 28 

1932 June 25 June 28 JUly 21 80 Aug. 8 Oct. 2 
1028 July 14 July 17 July 23 :17 Aug. 1 Aug. 10 

July 30 I192!l July 15 July 18 9 JUly 31 Aug. 3 
North Carolhlll............__•••••••••• \ 1930 July 11 15 4 23'jiiiy'ir July 'jiiiy'io- July

1931 July 10 July 18 15 Aug. 4 
.1932 JUlie 30 ...do..... July 15 26 July 21 July 21) 
1928 July 13 July .15 July.21 78 Aug. 7 Aug. 211 
19~'9 July 5 July 12 July 18 54 July 28 Aug. 17 

Arkon.qas..................._.......... \ 1930 July 2 July 7 July 14 18 July .20 Aug. 21 
11/31 July 10 July 13 JUly .20 30 July 26 Do. 
1932 July 0 JUly 7 July 10 08 July 23 Aug•. 6 
11r.!8 July 16 July 21 Aug. U 17 "~ug. 25 Aug. 31 
1U211 July 19 JUly 19 Aug. 6 .20 Aug. 21 Aug. 24 

New Mexlco •• : ......................._\ 	 1030 July 14 July 21 Aug. 5 30 Aug. 10 Aug • .19 
1931 •••do..... July 15 Aug. fl 37 ...do..... Aug. 10 
1932 JUly 15 ___do..... Aug. 5 43 Aug. 13 Sept. 1 
1028 'July 28 JUly 211 Aug. 7 42 Aug. 19 Aug. 211 
19211 July 25 July .26 Aug. 9 25 Aug. 18 Aug. 31 

1ndIo100......._....................____ \ 	 1030 July 23 July 23 July 211 36 Aug. 2 Sept. 6 
1031 _..clo..... JUly 30 Aug. 3 30 Aug. 9 Sept. 5 
1932 July 18 July 18 July 23 36 July 30 Aug. 26 
.1028 July 27 July 27 Aug. 21 06 Aug..211 Sept• 5 
1029 July 23 July 23 _<\.ug. 1 44 Aug. 19 Sept. 71'v[nry~allll. ElI8tern Shore ..____ •____• __ \ 	 'W30 July 21 JUly 24 _>\.ug. 11 25 Aug. 15 Sept. 15 
1031 July 25 July 25 .z',ug. 4 33 Aug. 17 Aug. 22 ___do..___1932 JUly.2I) Aug. 16 19 Aug. 22 Sept. a 
1028 Aug. 1 AUg. 3 Aug. 8 37 Aug. 28 Aug. 211 
1021) July 30 July 31 Aug. 3 34 ~"'ug. 20 Aug. 28

Delaware._••_. ___ ._••_____________._._\ 1930 July .15 Aug. 1 Aug. 9 22 Aug. 14 Sept. 11 
1931 July 27 July 28 Aug. 1 23 Aug. 19 Aug. 26 
1932 July 21) July 30 Aug. 9 21 Aug. 17 Aug. 27•__do____JUly 23 Aug. '8 18 Aug. 14 Oct..12 
10211 July 30 Aug. 5 Aug. 12 .26 Aug. 17 Oct. 7Wll8l1lngt~n______• ___________• _______.j 	1928 

1930 July 26 Aug. 2 Aug. 18 21 Aug. 27 ,Sept. 24 
1931 July 27 July 31 ~\ug. 3 11 Aug. 7 Sept. 15 
11/32 'July 25 JUly 25 Aug. 8 12 Aug. 12 Sept. 14 
1928 Aug. 18 Aug. 20 Sept. 5 107 Sept. 30 Oct . .12, 
.19211 Aug. 8 Aug. 8 Sept. 4 143 Sept. 211 Oct. 5(,olorado_______ •___________________ .._j 
1930 Aug. 5 Aug. 0 Sept. 2 132 Sept. 15 Oct. 6 
1931 Aug. 11 Aug. 11 Aug. 25 92 Sept. 27 Oct. 16 
1932 Aug. 5 Aug. 8 Aug. 31 03 Sept. 23 Oct. S 

-
Honey Dew melons usually ripen from 3 f;o 4 weeks later and ;the 

senson continues 1a.ter ·than that of cantaloups iromthe same district 
(tables 5!U1d 6). . Honey Bull, cnsll,ba, .and Persian melons .also do not 
move to market until thecant1l10up season is well under way Gtable 7). 

A picture of the competition among States or districts in time and 
volume of movement to market is obtained hy a tabulation .of';iliie 
weekly shipments, 'fhe situation as to cantaloups in 1932 iss40wn 
in table 8. Truck-shipment figures are included when available. 
There is considerable variation {!'Om yenr to Yflu,r intbe competition 
among pl'Odueing distl'iets us to bot!l volu~eandtime o.f ll~ovement. 

.~. 

.... 


'. 

',... 
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TABJ.,E 6.-Period of car':lot movement of Honey Dew melons from 81Jecified Slatea, 
or dilltricts, 1930-32 

First Dote on 
date on Dotoorpeok whichDote or 	 Dote orwhich shipment and ship­first car-	 18S~State or district Year as many numher at r-Brs mentslot ship-	 ship­as 5 cars shipped that tell to 5ment· 	 mentwere day cors or 
shipped .Jess 

J)alt Cars 
May 19 June 2 June 14 '83 Aug. 14 Aug. 25

Cllilrornlo, Im!ICrllll Volley ____________ 	 '1931 Moy 13 May 25 July 7 119 July 31 Aug. 26 
Il932' .May 23 May 31 July 11 100 Aug. 8 Aug. 9l"~1930 Juna 10 July 25 Aug. 5 2'2 Aug. 7 Sept. 11 

1931 July 3 ------_... _- July 24 3 -------_ ..... Aug. 1
Arlzona_______________ •_______________ 

1932 July 6 21-jiIi;;-2ii- July 
California, 	 { 1U30 July 23 Aug. J1 51l 

2 'Xiiii:-:ii- Aug. 
Nov. 

14 

Central distrlct__•__ ._.__...._____ 1931 July 11 July 20 July 27 41 .Aug. 2 Nov. 10 
1932 July 28 Aug. 2 Aug. 24 42 Sept. 18 Dec. 10 
lU30 Aug. 11 Aug. 25 Sept. 8 17 Sept. 12 Oct. 16 

" 
N~<h.rn d"'"".._____________~ 1931 July 25 Aug. ;lIl Sept. 3 U Sept. 4 Oct. 2 

1932 Aug. 11 Aug. 15 Aug. 23 14 Aug. ,28 Nov. 2 
1930 Aug. 23 Sept. 3 Sept. 12 68Colorado. ___• ________________•• _______ { 	 Sept. 141 Oct. 16 
1931 Aug. 28 Aug. 30 Sept. 8 43 Oct. 4 Oct, 17 __.do_____1932 Aug. 21 Sept. 9 32 Sspt. 18 Oct. 11 

I 

I Doe.q not include shipments In Octoher and November as rollows: 1930,212 cars; 1931, '143 cars; 1932, 186 
curs. 

TABLE 7.-Period of car-lot movement of Honey Ball, casaba, and Perisan melons 
from specified districts, 1930-32 

HONEY DALL MELONS 

iDate"r I Date cfpeak Date orfirst car- shipment andShipping d~trict5 in Colifornin Year 	 last ship­lot ship- number or cars mentment shipped thut day 

Dalt :Carsr Juno 7 July .20 85 Aug. 2.5Imperilll Vnlloy_.__ , _____________• _______________________ 193011931 May 20 Jtily7 111 Aug.lo 
1932 May 30 July 5 80 Aug, 17 

Central district. _____•• _._. _._____________________________ { 1930 July 22 S:iI!t. 2 11 Oct. 3 
1931 July .23 J Y 30 ~ 27 
1932 July 26 Sept. 3 6 ,;~eJt~'l1 

CASADA MELONS 

IrnperiRI Vnlley •• ___ •____ • __ •___•___________________._.___ { 1930 
1931 

June '17 
June 16 

:July 17 
June 'J:l 

4 
4 

Aug. ,7 
Do. 

1932 

Centrul dlstrlct_._.______•______ •_______•___ --------------I{ U!~ 
June 9 
July 31 
July 7 
July 25 

June 22 
Oct. 6 
:July 20 
'Oct. 18 

'3 . 6 
3 
5 

July 30 
Dec. 3 
Nov. ,25 
Dec. 10 

PEUSIAN MELONS 

Imperial Valley_____________•____________ •_____________•__ { !:~ June .21 
June 30 

July
July 

3 
1 

2 
6 

,July 8 
Do. 

Central dlstrict. __ •___ ._ ••_•••• __•••••••_... _.._•••• ___•__ { l~~ 

1Does not Inclnde shipments in September, October, Rnd November as ,rollows: 1930, 13 cars; 11)31, 
17 l!:lrs. 

398000 -3t-2 



TABLE S.-Car-lot shipments of calltaloups by .states or distriels and by weeks, 1.932 I-oL 
o 

------~,..---_."- -----'.'--,-,-----
Shipments for week beglnning­

~I I~State or district of origin , I '" II 01 - ~'''' = I-
I1'- - - ..,. - '" "" ~1 '( ITotal

I "" - ~, ~ •., - - e, "" = _ 0" "" ,... '" 0$ - • "'~'" ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ?j ;:) :: d := ;:... ;. l:.-. ;>-. ;~ ~ !::i: ti I::l; ~ 1 ~ J -:! ~ cars ~ --";t":I I .....;; .;: .:; -= .;; ::; :; == :: ':: -::; I -= -= -= = :3 ::I = go E" E- C) u t,;~.-. I~..::-. ...:::.....::-.,2..L::J.2_,2-. 2-.1.2-12-.12-. _:::J~!~,::J2. -~J~~.~~~ f; 
t',c;;;:;lcpTlCaT& enTA-OzTl'Ca,.!CaT8!CaT8iCaT810z'$!CaT&'Oz,&lCa,. Ozr$ Car8iCar.ICar.!CaTlCar8jOzn Oz,,;Oz,. Ozr. Car& GlIr& 

CalifornIa, Imperial vnllev..........._•• _l 141m;' 1,20!H,232'I,32",!{I,053! B40l 700 1071 19: li· _________I·_···I._....---J--"-f--""-'-" .....L..__ 9 7,592 
 b:i 
cjt:;~~~.;n:-__:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::j::·::<::::;::::: :::::; L.~..~~~"..~~P' 07~i ~l ~L~:?l__..~I:::::I:::::l::::: :::::1::::: ::::: ::::: :::::1::::: ::::: .___= 3, a;l t" 

Texas•• _•• __ ..............._......._•• __,_. ,,'••••3 ________ •___ •••, .... _1 2~'l5' 6 ~28' 107 99~ 16~ 58 2i 4~3 8 • I~I" 3 "'••• __ 571 ~ 
Georgia. ___ ••••.•_. __ ......_._...... ___ ••. _ . __ ._:_._.+.__...... "__' . a 1 .. _......; •• ' ••• __ ...___•••: ..._.___• ____ • ___ ...._ ..... _. __...___ 81 8
Sou.th C!'rolina ...._.____ .. j ...........__ •.•. ..1.-........., 1.......... ---·-1-···· 191 123. ilfl I••••~•••• ·.!_....1 ... ·. '--" .,_..._... _._., .......__...... _.. _ ...__. 22t .... 

C.lltforDla, centrol {ltstrict _......._._. __ .••_.,_ •••__••• -"_••••••• __ ""_"____ 1 44 p~ _ 4.6 35S 190 26 23 I, I 1 1 ••_._ 1,461 Z

North Carolina. __••••••• _................ ____........__ .1. •• _.•.• __ .....1_........., I 3 I 6 9 •• _........_. __ ....... ____....._.....__ •••" ••••• ___._ ISO 

Arkansas. ___....._........_••__ .- .......... __ ..... '•••• -!- ______ --T--"'--- -- ----.:.- •• - 53 323 10.11 51 J!J _. __~1..... '. ___ ' __ ';.'••••••• _...."_ ._••••_._...". 1»1 \:l0­

1 t.::1 5"~gl!~7~~~iJ~~~:i~i~i~~~~~~~~~~:~~~~ ~~~~J~~~~.~~~~:! .~~~~ :~~::!.~:::!~~~:~!~~}~~~~~:::::: I~ 85js .. ~~j 2Or!~;~~~I;;;~ =:::~~::::~I:::~~ ::::~~~:::~ ~~~~~ :~~~~ ~~~~~ ~ ~ 
Indiana••• _••___•••_.... __• __ ......___•••_. __:_..._ .....,._.•_,_.___:.....' __.. -!-_......__;.____ .._.. 74 116' 3.>1 I I 3 •••_. ___....... ___....__ ••_.,. __ .__ 239 ril
TIlinols___ • __._._......... __•• __ ......_____...' _., ••••__1.._.. : .•.••' .---i--··

T 
··....---'.-.•..-... 7 20 11, 4 3 .. _••••• _......... _••_....._-' ._. __ ••• _. 45
ViTJ!i~ia, Norfolk district .......j .._. _______! ... _.,,,.,,; __ ... , ___ .+_... --.-,..--.'..--.1.-... _____ i 2 .... ~'.__~;..... ___ •• __ .::1...;;; ._....____ ..... ..... ..... _6 


MaTlland, Eastern Shore district • __ ._.... __ ,..... _._ •••___ ••, •• _•• 1 ___ .. __••• ,.___...... __••••_••• ____ • 1~ 343 43 45~ 2~g 1331 '~ ......__.. ___...__..••..• 1,,41 t; 

~ 
o~~~~:J::~;~t~S;~;;;H~~~~~~;;~,~~I~ j~:~~·.. ::::~;~~~'~m:;:~:::i:::::,~:::i~:-:E~jl-~I~~~ ~~~~E~HI I; ~: ,--:.. =:~,:=:;~ :=:29~:~I::::~ ~~~~~ ~m~ ~~m ~~I~ ~~m 1
l'!I 

"'.1
Maryland, other than East~rn Shore i ! ' : j 1 1 i ! 

::­o~;;::~~~~:~~~:~::~~:~~m:j~::::: :::~!:::J~:~:~::!::::E:~t~::@~~i~~: ~~:~ jj::: ~~~~: J .:-l]:-: ::~ :;~ :=,~ ;~~ iiir=:::: '. 'fi .... 
o 
cj

Idaho................ ___ •••••__ ..-- .---..--.- 6
••••_ ••••• -.-.-'""-•.1••--.':::::1=====1"-... ::=::1---..1------ -----------; ---1--··· - ----- ---.. 

~ 

~ 
o~~~;:~·;::.:~~~~~~~~~:~~~~~:~~~~:~:~:::=:;r;~~~~;:~y~f~~I~~ ;~;;; ;~~ ;~: ==:;; ;~;:; ;~~ =:~ 7~! ..~~.-~~ ..~~: --~:i ..-:: ---~ ::~~~ 19,: 
~ 

1 See footnote I, table 2. 
, Includes shipments by motor truck.. . ...' 
1 In addition to car·lot shipments shown for Michigan, New Jersey. and some otber States, there was a considerable movement by motor ttuck, for whlch records are not available. 

1 ~ i ~ ~~ ~b • 
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In 1932 the Imperial Valley had little competition until the 
second week in Juno, when Arizona shipments became a considerable 
factor. Central California, Arkansas, Texas, and North Cttrolina 
were important sources of supply in July. New Me,-;dco, Indiana, 
Marylttnd, and Delaware began shipping in quantity the latter 
pllrt of July. Colorado was the most important late shipping State. 
Most of the movement from this State wus in August and September. 

The peak week of the 1932 marketing season was the 7-day period 
beginning June 26, when shipments for the entire country totaled 
1,982 CIl.l'S. Heavy shipments were made from Arizona and Imperial 
Vll.11ey in this week, and several other States contributed to the total 
movement. In the preceding week, 1,159 cnrs were shipped and ., in the followin~ week, 1,157 cars. The grentest number of Stntes, 
161 were shippmg during the week beginning July 31.Cnntaloup 
shIpments exceeded 100 cars per week from May 8 to September .24 
(tnble 8). 

The Honey Dew Cl'Op of the Imperial ValIer. does not compete 
seriously with thnt of centrlll or northern Cahfornia or Colorado. 
In 1932 most of the Imperial VnUey Honey Dew crop had moved 
by the first week in August, when the shipments from thecentrnl 
district of Cll.lifornilL becllIDe heavy (table 9). In some seasons, 
however, there is somewhat more overlapping. In 1932, Honey 
Dews were shipped at the rate of 100 cars or more per week for 
nbout 4 months, from June 5 to October 8, excepting only the week 
beginning August 7, when 89 cars were shipped. 

'l'AD.LI~ 9.-Car-lot shil)ment,~ of Honey Dew melons by State8 or districts and by • 
u:cek,~, 193,I/J 

Shipments (or week heginnlng-

Stllto or district o( 
origin MIlY May June June June June July July July July July Aug. Aug. 

22 2\1 .~ 12 10 26 3 10 17 24 31 7 H 

-------1---------- --------------- ­
('aliforIlla, tmperlnl Car. Ca.. Car., ClIrN Car" Car. Car~ Car. Cara Car. Car. CarR Car. 

Valley," ••.• _••• .•.• 2 36 121 204 215 2911 468 576 290 18.'; 101 2 76 
Arizonn.. "........................ ~ ............. "' .. ~ ......... ~ .... "' ................ __ ...._...... 2 a 7 ~ .........._ '1 1 1 
C'lIl1fornill: 

Oentral district I.................__ ._••_•••• '" .•••_•••••__••••,_••••,.... 5 25 82 182 

Northern district I..... _..........................................., •••••, •••••• __•• 3 24 


'I·CXII••..•..••• , ••••••••••••••••• "' '''''' ••••••••••••••_•••••__..................__ •••••• I 5 


k~)l~~:~::;~·:::::::~~:~l~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Shlpmcnts (or week heglnnlng-

Stille or district o( origin I Totlll 
'7 Aug. Aug. Sept.. Sopt. Sept. Sept. Oct. Oct. Oct. OcL. Oct. 30- ears 


21 28 4 11 .18 2.~ 2 9 16 23 Deo. 4 


-------1-- - ------ -------------- ­
('oll(ornlll, Jmperial V,I). Cnr8 Car., Cllr8 Cn" Car., Car. Car~ Car., Car~ Ca" Cara Cars 

Icy .•. _... .. ....... /l.~ .................. _..... H-'" •••••• 4 15 6 ,._••_" 2,745 
Arlzonll............... """ ..........................., •• _•• , .................... ""_.,, 15 
(,nlifornln:

Gentrnl district 1_ • _... 174 182 13:1 (\4 51 SO n." 36 34 27 34 1,174 
Northern district I. 112 00 47 :la 14 1:1 34 14 6 4 1 315 

')·CXII8............... , •. 5 .................................... _..................._..... 11 
Colorlldo ..... ........ .. 12 aa 150 140 11:1 143 84 t:l ._•••••_.... ........ 677 
Klln""s... ............... . ...... ...... ...... ...... II 2 1 •••_..._.__••••_•••••••,.. 9 

Totn!.............. 338 27fi 330 246 104 2:18 184 6i Ii5 :17 35 4.946 


I Sec footoote I, table 2. 
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The movement ,of Honey Ball melons in 1932 exceeded 100 cars 
euch week from June 12 to July 30 with the exception of the week 
be¢nnin~ June 19. The peak movement was for the week beginning 
JVJi 3 WIth 430 cars (table 10). The Imperial Valley does not have 
senous competition from other districts in marketing its crop of· 
Honey Ball melons. 

TABLE lO.-Cur-lot shipments of Honey Bull melons by State8 or district8 and by 

weeks, JOSS 


Shipments for wook beglnnlng­

8tllto or district of orIgin 
May June Juno June Jun~-;;:~.I;;. I July July July Aug.

211 5 12 .10 26 3 10 17 24 31 7 

---'~-----II-~~------ -------

Car~ Ca,. Cur. Car. Car« Ca,. CarB CarB Cara .Ca,. Car! 


Cllllfornill, Imperial Vnlllly....... 4 11 lOS 82211.1 4211 357 206 121 42 17 


~:~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: ~::::: :::::: :::::: ..._~. :::::: '--T '''jo' ---iii' ····~8 
California: Central district I.................................... """ ...... •••••. 4 1 2 


Total••_.........._......... 414- ~iiiii' 822ii3 430 257 207 141'53-zi 


Shipments [or week beglnnlng-
I_-.__-.__-.__,,_·.-__.--.;_-.___IT~ 

8tato or district or origin 

Aug. Aug. AUI:. Sopt. Sopt. Bopt. Sopt. Oct. Oat. 


14 21 28 4 JJ 18 2,'; 2 U 


-----------1-------------------
Cara CarB Car~ Cara Cara Car~ Car. Cara Cara ·Can 

. Cllilfornin. lmllerlnl VIlIlO.'"""'_'____ .....,,'-" '""-r"" -'""" ,-""" ,,-"" ""'""" ""',.~:&.~J:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: --'-a- "-T :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: 3~ 
California: 

Contral dIstrict I.................. 5 15 18 10 2 a 5 3 1 76 if,

Northern dlHtrIcf 1•••••___ •••••••_ ••_••••_•••_ ._••_. 1 I 1 ••__ •• _._........_ 3 


------ f----------I-

Totll.. _._••_•• ___ •••••••_....... 11 10 18 17 3 4 5 3 I 1.764 


1 Boo footnote 1. tllble 2. 

There is considerable overlapping between the cantaloup marketing 
season and the Honey Dew and Honey Ball season, although the 
latter crops are not ready for shipment as early in the season as are ,.,. 
cantaloups. In 1932 the largest total weekly shipments of canta­
loups, Honey Ball,and Honey Dew melons respectively were in 
successive weeks beginning June 26. 

PREPARlr.{G THE CROP FOR MARKET 

IMPORTANCE OF GRADE, CONDITION, AND PACK 

A large part of the cantalouJ.ls which arrive on the markets each 

yea.r are too immature to be palatable. As a result, many consumers 

are prejudiced against cantruoups and the demand is impaired. 

There is often ft pronounced lack of uniformity in quality andcondi­

tion of the melons in aerate. Some may be immature .andothers 

overripe. II the consumers could obtain cantaloups of uniformly 

~ood quality and condition, it is l)l'obable that the demand would 

IDerease notably. 


Cantaloups that are .immature, overripe, or otherwise defective 

are a .source of dissatisfaction among consumers and handlers on the 

ma.rket. The. shipment of such stock often results in severe losses 
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to growers and shippers. There is much room. for improvement in 
the average quality and pack of ,~antaloups. 

Efforts .are being made,pal'ticulltJ'ly in Western States, to develop 
better varieties for shipping and to improve the quality of melons on 
the markets by shippmg considera1:Jle quautitiesthat have been 
vine ripened and precooled. Laws havH been enacted in some States 
providing that cantaloups must meet certain grade requirements 
before they can be shipped to market. 

On the New York City market during 3 months of the 1932 .season, 
canut!oups of inferio!' quality or pOOl' condition were mentioned, or 
quoted separately at a discount; ill the Federal market news reports, 
aVPl'oximately 40 percent of the time, The discount ranged generally 
from 50 cents to $1.25 pel' standnI'd or jumbo crate. 'rhe i'ange in 
price of good stock during most of this period was about $2,50 to $4 
per crate. In the leading markets, vine~ripened and precooled stock 
frequently brought n. pl'emium of 25 cents to $1.50 per standard or 
jwnbo crate in 1932, over supplies that were harvested and handled 
under the usual Juethods, 

A gren.t deal of knowledge and care is necessary in so harvesting, • 
grading, packing, and shipping cantaloups that they will arrive on 
the mUl'ket in good conditlOn, It is to the advaF1tage of growersa,nd 
shippers generaliy to build up .tind maintain the confidenceoi' deslel's 
and eOllSWllel'S through cOl'l'eet methods of preparing the Cj'OP fOJ: 
mal'ket, . 

HARVESTING CANTALOUPB 

It is difficult to give n, definite rule for determing when cantaloups . 
are ready to be picked, The indieJ1tions of the correct stage for pick­
ing val'S somewhat with the variety seasonal conditions, district 
where grown, method of handling and shipping,and probable time 
during which the fl'Uit will not be protecteu by refrigeration. 

Sotmd cautuloups that have ripened on the vinesU\'e of bet, tel' 
flavor and textw'e than those thu,t have been picked when green or 
semiripe. Cantaloups that are picked when immature, mayeventu­
ally get "soft, but the quality never upproaches that of vine~ripened 
fruit, It has been the general pJ1Lctice to pick melons before they are 
fully ripe, so they will not be soft 01' overlipe when thel reach the 
retailer or consumer. In recent years, howevel', the practICe of allow­
ing the cantaloups to Teach a /lhard ripe" stage on the vines in western 
pl'OdUC~Ilg areas and precooling them before shipping has met with 
consideruble Success. Tllese vine-ripened, precooled cantaloups have 
usually brought It premium on the markets. When delivery to the 
:retailer 01' consumer will be made within approximately 1 day after 
picking, !IS is often the case with motor-truck shipments, the canta­
lOups 'can usually be allowed to lipenon the vines, Even in ship­
mentsto eastern markets from the West, if cantaloups are handled 
promptly t}nd under the bast ,methods, they ca.n be. allowed to reach a 
fnid/" ripe stage on the vine and still not be soft when they reach the 
retailer. 

In picking, the growers and shippers should have .in mind the 
desirability of haviJl~ the cantaloups practically ripe whenth,ey reach 
the consumer,. If pICking is delttyed too long "there is the certainty of 
loss owing to soft alldoverdpe stock, whereas if the cantaloups are 
picl:ed too soon their pOOl' quality is likely to cause dissatisfactlon on 
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the pnrt of consumers. By keeping in communicntion with dealers 
in the markets, growers nnd shippers can ascertain whether their 
Rhipments are arriving in good condition. 
. Various tests or observations aid pickers and field inspectors in 
selecting the melons that are ready to be picked. Some of the general 
indications of maturity by which pickers are guided in harvesting 
cantaloupsinclude the appearance of the netting, color of the rind, 
condition of blossom end of the melon, and eas~ of sepa1'9.tionfrolll 
the vine. The grower or field man usually cuts and tastes a few 
lnelons in the field. An indication of maturity is the disappeal'ance 
of the arils or coverings that surrOlmd the seeds during their develop­
ment. The seeds then become slightly loosened from the jellylike 
substance that surrOlmds them. 

The netting of an irmnature cantaloup is flat and creased on the 
top; this netting rounds out, hardens, and assumes a whitish color 
as the fruit ripens. The" crown-set" melons which are the first to 
mature usually develop more rounded netting than do the melons 
which form later on the same vine. The dull-green color of the skin 

, which shows through the openings in the netting usually turns to a 
uniformly lighter sh&de of green and assumes a yellowish tint as the 
melonripen<;. A.s the cantaloup approaches maturity, slight radial . 
Cl'ucks known as sugar cracks appear around the blossom end which 
begins to soften. 

A frequently used field test of maturity is the ease with which the 
stem separates from the melon. The "full-slip" stage indicates that 
the cantaloup is practically ripe. The stem can be loosened by a 
slight pressure of the thumb, leaving a smooth scar on the cantaloup 
(fig. 2). The "half-slip" stage means that full maturity has not 
been reached but that the stem can be loosened by pressure of the 
thumb lenving a scar, part of which is rough or has a piece of the stem 
adhering (fig. 3). There has been some tendency in recent years to 
allow the crown-set melons to reach or approach the full-slip stage 
before picking them even when they are to be shipped under ordinary 
methods. Experience has shown that a full-slip crown-set Qantaloup 
will carry to market in better condition tban a full-slip cantaloup of .a 
Inter set. 

The usual pmcticein harvesting has been to pick the cantaloups 
hefore they have ripened on the vine. This commercial stage is 
indicated by the loosening of the seeds from the jellylike substance 
surrounding them; by a well-rounded, white netting on at least a part 
of the surface of the cantaloupi bya uniform greenish ground color 
of the skin showing through the lletting; by a slight softening at the 
blossom end and the appearance of sugar cracks; and by an approach 
to the full-slip stage for the crown-set melons, but a half-slip stage for 
the later set melons. . 

Under the practice of precooling before shipment, which has become 
more common in recent years ..the melons are allowed to reach a more 
advancad stage of maturity' before they are picked. These vine­
ripened cantaloups should be at the full-slip stage, and prompt 
handling between the field und the refrigerator car is essential. The 
skin showing throu~h the netting should be turning yellow, but the 
cuntalollP should stIll be hard 01' firm, although having a noticeable 
characteris.tic odor. 
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FIGUItE 2.-,\ cantaloup thnt WIlS pickednt "(ull slip" lenvingn clean, cuplike hole wbere the stem had 
been nttached. 

FIGURE 3.--.-\ canialoup picked at .. hal! slip;" Only It part o( the stelll slipped easily (rom the melon. 
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Cuntnloups should not be cut from the vines and should not be 
picked when they are so immature that the stem breaks off a short 
distance from the melon, as is still the p.racticein aiew districts. 

In nddition to the general in:dications of maturity, there are certain 
tests which are in use to ,rletermine the percentage of soluble solids in 
the juice. The proportion of soluble solids, mostly sugar, increases 
n~\ the cantaloup matures but is materially influenced by a number of 
fMtors, such ns variety, weather, condition of the vines, and whether 
the co,ntaloup is from the crown set 01' .n, later set. (For method of 
testing for soluble solids see p. 30.) 

In many cnntaloup-producing districts at the beginning and toward 
the end of the shipping senson, workmen go through the fields every 2 
or 3 days to pick the melons thlLt nre ready for shipment. Durmg 
the principal pnrt of the shipping sen son, in Bf\me ~stricts, the fields 
arc picked over practically every day (fig. 4). Ritiny, cloudy, or cool 

FIGURE 4.-I'icking cantnloups In n western fieid. 

weathOl' may retal'd norll1tllripening, mnking advisable some chan~e 
in the USllnl picking schedule. When cantaloups are shipped ill 
the vine-ripened stage, the fields must be picked over every day, and 
in very hot weather twice a day, nnd grading and handling must be 
done J·apidly. In the Imperial Valley the average field is probably 
picked over [rom 10 to 15 times in a season. .In other districts, like ~: 
those in Indiana, Arkansas, and the Carolinas, many fields are picked 
over from 3 to 10 times during the season. Many growers do much of 
their picking in the morning before the cantaloups have become heated, 
or in the evening for shipment by motor truck during the night or .for 
packing the next day.

Cantaloups sllOuld be handled carefully in harvesting and pucking 
to tlvoid bruising 01' other injury. In the West, picking bags are in r 
general use. The top and bottom of the bag are fastened together 
with a stmp so the bug Ctlll be slung over the pickm"s shouldm·. These 
bugs hllve. an opening Itt the bottom through which the cllntllioups 
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('nil bc' ('(lIlY(,lli('nlly om ptil'd in t () n ('on tllill(>r for hfluling to the pn('k­
lJlg S}INI. III SOllH' distrietB in the Enst und ~liddlC' \r(\st, CfllltlllollPS 
lll"(' pie ked in Iwm pl'/'S or buslH'ts, In t11<' X or! h,,'C'st budnp s!leks 

.. lUl' ('omUlollh' used, 
.\ g'Pfll'/'rti l}l'neti('C' lUll0l1g piekC'r::-l is to (,iU'I',\~ shor! stieks for' pal'ting 

.. I hp It'lIY('S of til(> \'ill(', This s:tn's lllu('h stooping to look 1'01' enl1tll ­
l\l\lp~ t1lllt an' l'Plldy 1'01' pi('king'. 

:-;!lU. IiiI'd (,l'ulc..;, Ui>Ollt [:2 1)\' [:2 hv ~:21 .. inC'h('s, 111'(' gP!H'I'alh' w;pd 
ill til<' W(>sl ill Illulling th(· (,1l;llnlnujls l','(;rn Ill!' fi('ld to the' pil.('king 

• 

.. 


.., 
~h('.1. :-infll!' gl'O\\(,I'S liSP n ('I':lt(' or IWH\'i('I' mat!'rilll llud slightly 
dill'(,l'l'nl clillH'llsiolls iIig. ;j 1. TI\(,' lipid ('I'lItpS ill'(' wmnlly distributed 
thl'CIlT,!!h (1[(' lipid 1ll'l'ojp tlH\ picking lH'gins, HHIl1Ill'I'S' lwd bnskets 
an' IIbo IISP!l fill' this purPOSl' ill YHrioliS distriets (fig, G), In some 
\·u .... t ('1'Il dh.,t riet s, ('nil tn lou JlS 11I'(\ some! inu's lin \llp(( in sacks 01' loose 
ITl tll(· \\ll!!'OII OJ' truck, Iwl this iSlullindesimblp prH.('titl' flS the melons 
IIf'(' likt·ly In l){' illjulwl hI' bruising'. TI\(' tJ'llC'ks lISl't1 ill hnuling the 
('lllltaloups to th(~ pUC'kirig siJpd" ill impOl'tllllt \\'('steJ'll districts nre 
SOlIlPt illlPs !ll'lI\'idnd wiLli 11Irgc' pj(\(·ps oj' ('llIlYHS to jll'Oteet the load 
Il'IIlU £Ill!'>! uud III(' 1101 SIIII. 
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HARYESTING HONEY DEW AND HONEY BALL MELONS 

Honey dew or Honey Ball melons which are to be shipped under 
ordinary methods (not vine ripened and precooled) are generally 
considered rendy for harvesting when the color of the skin hus changed 
from a dark-green to a light-green or wltitish shade, or, under some 
conditions, to a cream color. At titis stage of maturity the melon 
loses its slightly rough or fuzzy Ieel and the skin becomes smooth. 
A slight softening at the blossom end is an indication of approaching 
maturity, but during the 110ttest part of the day immature melons 
may become slightly soft at the blossom end. 

Since these nppearance tests mny Vllry somewhat under different 
conditions, it is desimble to cut n number of melons and observe the 
internal chnrltctcristics ns a check against theextornal nppearance. 
If t!:le jellylike substn.nce in which the seeds are embedded has been 
nbsorbed by the melon, n. desirable stage of nutturity has been attained. 
The test for soluble solids in the juice of the edible portion is sometimes 
used as n. field test in determining when Honey Dew and Honey Bn.ll 
melQns nre ready for Iln.rvest. Honey dews I1re usun.lly clipped from 
the vines/lelLYing I1bout one hn.lf inch of stem tlttn.ched to the melon. 

Some shipments of Honey Dew n.nd Honey Ball are of vine-ripened 
fruits. Precooling of vine-ripened Honey Dew melons before ship­
ment hilS not been practiced genemlly, but vine-ripened Honey Bnll 
melons are Ireq uen tly precooled. Honey Dew and Honey Ball melons 
when vine-ripened usunlly tn.ke on n cream or light-yellow shade. 
Under some conditions, however, the melons may be ripe and still 
retain a greenish shade. This may occur when the melons are covered 
with a heavy Ioilage or under certain conditions of soil and climate. 
For example, in central Califontia the vine-ripened melons do not 
uSUlllly hn.ve as much of a creamy color us is common in the Imperial 
Vn.lley. When Honey Dew and Honey Ball melons are vine..,ripened, 
they hn.ve ren.ched the full-slip stage; there is n. softening at the blossom 
end; the ridges adjacent to the stem end are well rounded out and 
smooth; and the odor characteristic of a ripe melon is noticeable. 

Honey Dew and Honey Ball melons are slower in maturing than 
cantaloups. In Oalifornin., fields of these melons are usually picked 
over aBout once a week, except during hot weather when i.t becomes 
necessnry to pick over the fields every 3 or 4 days. In Oolorado it is 
the general practice to muke a few pickings of Honey Dew melons 
that .have ripened before the main part of the crop; then when the 
main part of the crop is ready, nil the remaining melons are harvested 
a~ one picking. This, of course, results in some lack of uniformity in 
quality and condition. The greener melons are sometimes u,llowed 
to ripen for severnl days after the picking before being shipped. 

In harvesting Honey Dew melons n common practice is to empty the 
picking bags directly mto the truck bed. A wn.gon instead of a truck 
IS sometimes used in llauling. A plank is frequently attached to the 
rear of the truck, forming an .inclinefor the pickers' use in walking into 
the truck to empty their bags. Another prnctice is to pile the melons 
in the fields nel1rthe roadways ready for loading. .A man on the 
ground usually tosses the melons to a man on the truck. When the 
melons are hauled, loose straw bedding should be used to prevent 
bruising. The load should not be deep, as this .frequently results in 
brtiising the melons at the bottom of the load. 

:.' 
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Ifour,'" D('\\' 1IH'IOU8 if exposed too long w\tru tilry nre piled in t\.w 
firld mny be injured by SlInsculd. Disturbing tbe foliage on~r il 

HOtlt'y Dew melon in the field lLnd lruying it t'xposed, pllrti(,lllarh~ if 
.. it is turned bottom side up, is likl'ly to r('sult III Sllllsculd. HOlley 

Dew ml'lon5, w\tpu lOilded OIl trueks, should be protected from hot 
.. 	 Slln and dust by It ('ltrWIlS cover. In Colorndo, hlte in the senson, 

piles of tlH'sl' melons IU'(' frequl'ntly eo\'ereu with dnes to protect 
tbc'lll ll'Om rn'(,:t.lng until t!wy ('lUI be hauled to the packing' shod . 

.. 


Fl[H:II~ ~,-l'llcking L'\OtlllllUp.~ in u western !leld slleLl, 

Pnwtil'ally titP sUllie harvesting methods are useu for Honey Ball 
melolls as fo[' cuntdo\! (lS. 

/'ACKING SHEDS 

In thp \Vl'St a In,rgl' pll.rt of the packing is done in open sheds located 
in or nelll' the Ulelon field (fig. 7). 'fhese tempol'l1l'Y sheds usuully ILrc 
constructed by placing It roof of brush, stnnv, leaves, 0[' canvas on 
upright poles, The shed is chiefly to shade the melons and the packers. 
.Melorls paekNl in thpsp tempomry sheds arC' known as "field-pack" 
tllt'lotls (fig. S 1. 
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In enstern, southe"?-, and ,midwestern distric~, Jarm buildin~ar.-e 
often used when packing cantaloups. In some IDstances, packing IS 
done in the shade of a tree or on r,. railway station platJorm. 

During IE;jCe'nt years in important western producing districts, .& 

considerable number ,of central .packing. sheds have .been constructed 
(fig. 9). A few of these central sheds are nlso in use in the eastern and 
midwestern districts. Western 5hippers , ....ho contract with growers 
for 1nrge acreages,growers' associations, and those who perform.the 
packing opf'.rations upder contract, generally lise a central packing 
shed loca:tedon a rnilroad spur,so that the packed melons can be 
loaded direetly 011 the cn.rs. The central sheds 11re usually- cf more 
permanent eonsl:.ruction than Uhe field sheds and their output is often 
referred to as ,t shed-pnck" as contrnsted with field-paek stock. 

'''11en the central paeking shed is l1seel the melons fire truc,.ked 
directly to it ih the field crl1tes. 

,.1 

FIIll'lIE U.-Pncking cuntnlollp>; ill u cell trill pucking shed in II western (listricl. 

The timc required for packing in cent1'l1l sheds is less than ill field 
sheds, IUld the melons are placed under refrigeration in the car more 
promptly. ~here is sO!lle advantage in not having to haul the packed 
crates IJ. eonsldemble dIstance through the dust and hot sun from ,the 
field shed to the refrigerator cars. In n large centrnl shed there is 
usually a more systematic arrangement of equipment, and packing 
and grading, which are done by an experienced crew, can be given 
better supervision than infield sheds, so that a more uniform pack 
results. When packing is done in a central plant, it is not necessary 
to haul the crates or crate materiul from the milroad to the field. 

PACKING EQUIPMENT 

When packing is done in :field pllcldng sheds or in farm [buildings, 
.the equipment usunlly includes n; sorting and packing bin, a bench on 
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whieh the ('rate is plueed while it is beinO' packed, and another bench 
on which the p!tcked cmtes are pinel 1 while the lids Ill'e nuiled, 
RoU(!] (,OllYeyOI''l are sometimes llsed for mo\-ing the pILck('d (,!'Iltes 
n,long to titl' lirld('I'S, TIll' s(H,ting nnd pad-ling bins should be pnddecl 
fLnd of ('ollYl'nil'nt height nnd slope towlll'd till' jJfl,ckel' so tlUtt the 
melons will be \\'ithin easy l't'lwh, 

In the ('(lntl'lLl packing' sheds the sO/'ting and pnC'king bins and J>Ilck­
ing benetit's al'e It [HLl't of the equipment, and there are usually belt or 
!'OUt'I' conveyors 1'01' moving tilt' [l!tclwd (,I'!llps, lidding pl'csses to facili­
tate nuiling on lids, llnd in'a few in'lltuH'('S in both westeI'n and l'tlSlPI'll 

district:;, sizing tllllchilll'I'Y, nlthollgh' most of the sizing in done by 
hand (fig. J0), Yats for wnshing Honey Dew and Honey Bltll melons 
Itl'e it pal't of the ec[uipnll'nt in some central sheds in the West. ~h­
('hluC's 1'01' hl'llShing tll('sl' melons .t" the\' fu'e bc"ing dl'ied ill'C Llsed ill 
S(HlI(' sil('ds, ~lnrhinp;; that bl'llSh eantlliollp,; llre 'used in a few pack­
ing !lOllS!'!> in thl' Pllstel'lI dLstrids. 

Till' sizl' of lht' een trnl shed depends on the qUiln tity of melons to 
1)(' hUIHIll'd tlU'Olldl it. ~onH' (,(,lIlml slll'ds huyc spaee 1'01' 30 to 40 
puek!'!'..; ill II litH", 

PACKAGEH 

Slatted ('I'ntp,;, llf dill1f'tl:liIlIlS ;;hown III ttlble 11, m'e the puclmges 
gelH'l'illly IIsl'd in wpstl'['U :-itates ill shipping- cltntaloups and other 
muskmelou:" Hdllti \'ply few or tit(' pon)' ('!'Utes 01' pony ilats Itre 
used . 

.., 
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TABLE ] l.-Dimenllions ofwcslcrn crates used in shipping cantaloups and other 
-mu8kmelons . 

Approximate Inside 'Molollll usually ,packedType or vuriety 01 melon Name 01 crnte , dimensions 1 por crate 

inch•., Number 
StundarL•••••••• 12XI2X22!-11••••••••••• 45 or 31). 
Jumbo•••••••••••• 13XI3X2::78••••••••••• 45,36, or '1:1. 

CUrill1louPllncl Erney Ball Pony••••.••••••••• 11)(l1X2278........... 54 or 45. 
---••--.. Btanda,": fI.~t__.___ 4MXI3MX22){........ 0, 11, 12, or 15. 


o Jumbo Dllt........ 5X 14MX22J.§.......... fl, 0, 12, or 15. 

/ POllY OuL__•___• 4XI2X22~............ 9,12,15, l'r 18. 

Doney Dow I {Standerd.__....__• O~XI6X22~__--...... 8, 0, 11, 12, or 15. 

{
.............--........ Jum\lo............ 73iX10X22~____...__• 6,8, or O. 

('lIl1al'Il' ........................... 8tnndurd__• __..... 8~XI6X22~__...._•••, CHl. 
pf)n~••--........ 6~XI2X22J.ii.-_.._.... 6-1O. 

PerNI'IID. 0 ~~r;::furd.-••--.-- 97~XXI146XX222211....·--..• ~..............__........__•• 

)O.. __~_ ... _ ..__ ..... "4 71'1 ......_______ ~. 

Special Jumbo.____ ~1~XI8X22J.ii••--.--•• a or 4. " 

I Outside leng!.h 01 ~Ints Is ZlM Inches. 

I Thoi Eo~eY'Dew lind ~l1ba crnte.q are sometimes Ilsed in"~~~hBD~eullly. 


In Colorado most of thecantruoup crop is shipped in standard or 
jumbofln.t crates usually containing 9, 11, or 12 melons ',per ,crate. 

Crates used in theellstern 'and central parts of ,the United States 
IU'C gen-?l'ally known 'by the same names as those used in the West, 
yet there is considerable variation in construction und dimensions. 
The flat C'l'ntes used in both the Eust .and West have solid iheads. 
The ('l'lltes, other than fliLtS in western distrkts, have slatted heads 
lubli('ntedon triangulll.r posts. In Michigan they have solid heads, 
while in lvfllryland, Delaware, and southeastern districts panel-end 
c.rates are used. 

There nre n umeI'ous 'varin.tions in sizes of crates used in Maryland, 
Delaware, Michignn,and other Eastern and Midwestern States. In 
MaryllUld and DeluwllJ'e 'the hends of the crates usually range ..as 
fo'llows: 12, 13, 14, 15, or 16 inches square. The length of slats 
vlUics fl'om 22 to 26 indws. In Michigan the dimensions of the 
hends of the CI'utes commonly used are: 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, .and 14 
inches squllJ'e, and the crates Ilrc of YI11i0US .len!,rths. Theelimination 
of u largc number of miscellnncous sizes used in enstern districts ,and 
stILndn.r{lization invoh~ng only 11 few popllll1r sizes would iacilitate 
quotutions und improve mnrketing eonditions. :Mel(>~s packed in 
se(~ond-hund crlttes usually sell at n discoun t. l\lfore detuilconcerning 
sizes uncI construction of crates is contained in Farmers' Bulletin 15.79.3 

In the Enstern und Midwestern Stutes the bushel basket, bushel 
humper, und 12-quart dimnx bnsket are used in shipping considerable 
qUl1ntities of cnntnloups. 

GRADES 

Stnndards for .gmding cantaloups, Honey Dew melons, and Honey 
Ball melons haYe been isoued by the Bureau of Agricultural Eco­
nomics. These standards define the grnde req uirements and explain 
the terms used. Variety, firmness, mnturity, form, und netting ;are 
Iudors eonsidered in grading cantll.loups. Defects, such as cracks, 
sllnburn, decay, uitd damage by aphis, huil,disease, or other means, 
nre eonsidered ns gradefnctors. Provision is :made in .thegrading 

• SI·ILMAI>. H, A., lind DAVIS, R. W. CONTAINEIIM liS ED II> HIIII'PING FRt'ITSA~D YEGETARLJ:8. U.S. 
DUIlt. A\:r. }'nrwers' BulL 1570, 3U JIll., lIJus, IIl'lIl. • 
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standards :for tolerances of stock which does not meet· the grade 
req uirements. 

Requirements in the laws of some Btates are that shipments must 
meet cel'tain minimum maturity tests, which specify the content of 
soluble solids in the juice of the edible po!"tion of the melon. (For 
further details of the test for soluble solids, see p. 30.) 

The size of melons is indicated by the size of the crate and the 
number of melons in the pack. The melons in It crate are supposed 
to be of nearly uniform size .llDd tightly packed. 

GRADING AND PACKING 

'Yhether the pn('king is done in a central or field packing shed in 
western distl'icts, the sto('k is usually sorted or graded as to maturity 
and defects as the melons are tmnsferred by hand from the field con­
tainer to the packing bin. 

The cuntaloups suitable for shipping under ordinary refrigeratiQn 
are uSlUtlly kept separate from the"ripes" .as they are transferred to 
the packing bin. These ripe melons may be sold locally or on nearby 
markets 01' precooled for shipment. :Melons that are too green or too 
ripe for marketing or that are otherwise defective are placed in 
contniners ns they nre sorted out. Careful picking ill :thefield facili­
tates the work of the sorters. 

The sizing is usually done by the p&ckerwho stnnds .at the lower 
side of the pll('king bin with the ptlcking bench hefore him. The 
pncking bench usually slopes townrd the packer: The crate is,there­
fon', in a slanting position while being packed and tbe melons remain 
where they lU'C placed. The. packer, oLserving the prevailing size ,of 
the euntaloups, selects the crate ·of most; suitable size. He chooses 
canta!oups of uniforIll size Imd arranges them in the crate so ;as to 
obtain n tight pack. 

It is important that the size be as nearly uniform as possible. Dif­
ference in size of melons in a crate makes it difficult to obtain a tight 
pack lLnd detmcts from the appelU'anceand commercial value. Re­
tailers cliscriminntc llgltinSt a crate containing melons that are not of 
uniform size, beellUse they Cltunot be sold readily Il.t one price per 
melon. 'rhe clllltaloups should be plnced in rows 'with their longest 
Il..~is lengthwise in the crnte. In western distriets much of the packing 
is done by professiolllli packers who mOye from one dIstrict to another 
us the senson progresses. 

"nen most of the ('antaloupsare at the right stnge of maturity and 
have feW' defects, the sorter sometimes (loes some of the sizing, placing 
the various sizes ut different positions in the bin or in ·differentbins. 
Thl' final l'esponsibility fol' a good pack as to both size and grade 
rests with the pllc-ker. 

In the ellstern distriets, where much of the padcing is done on the 
furm, the ('antaloups nre usually poured from the field container to 
the sorting titble whieh often hits 11 slatted bottom. In some instances 
the sorting tnble eonsists of burlnp stl'etehed oyer a frame. The packer 
g1'lldes and si;~es the melons as he plte!\:s. 

Two principal methods of arrangement are in use when pnckingin 
tJle standard and jumbo crates. One lsthe 45 pnck, in which .there 
Ilrl' 3 layers with 3 rows in .eacb Inyer and 5 melol)s meach row. 
Vnlen the 45 pack is completed, every melon on each side should 
tOLlch tLe slats, tLnd the crate with the CO"PI on should bulge slightly 
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OIl all sides. Cantaloups in a uniformly sized stundard 45 pack will be 
approximately 4 inehes in dinmeter llnd slightly .less than 4}~ inches in 
length. The second method ofarmngement is the 36 pack, in which 

the melons are slightly 
larger than in a 45 puck 
in a crate of the same size, 
nnd in which there are 3 
layers with 3 TOWS in each 
layer and 4 melons ill each 
l·OW. In nltcrnnte TOWS 
lind alternate Inyers the 
melons are offset us COll­
tmsted with the 4.5-cOUll t 
nrmnge1l1en t, (fig. 11 ) . 
The pony 54 pnek I111s the 
smIle nrmngclIll'llt ns the 
Rtunclurd 45 e:w:,pt that 
there nrc 6 instead of 5 
melons in It l'OW. Gene1'­
ally spenking,cllntnJoups ." 
nrc not sized ns uniformly 
in most l'ustl'rn districts 
liS in westeru dis tri l'ts. 
Reports ;from some eust­
PI'U. districts and the

,FIGUIU: lL--'l'op "luw fJ! '1 '15 plIck lind n:m pnck both in stnnd· 
tlrd crat(l', !{hnwiug dilTerrnt nrrnllg('II1(lJlt or tileIons in th(.l Northwest ill(licn,te that 

crute:;, The lo\\'er pal'k h hOUll'tlnleS known uS n $Ilccinl 
 standard Cl'atr.s are often3ffpuck. 

puc ked with val'ious num­
bers of cantulo!.lps, usunllYl'lluging from 18 to 45. 

In packing Ihlt crutes lln ilI'1'iUlgemen t similar to thn t of It single layer 
in the largercmtes is generlllly llsnd. But, cantnloups that !w'e of a 
long type, such ns 
Burrell Gem, nre 1'1'('­
quently lllT!lllged in 
a sligh tly dingomtl 
position in the rows. 
Cantaloups should 
not be turned cross­
wise in the row, in 
pneking, ns isocctl ­
sionuIly done in some 
of the eastern jJ!'(l ­

dueing districts. 
It is important not 

only to IltLve tile 
CltutulOLIPS ns neurly 
uniform in size us 
possible bu t also to FIGt'ltE 12.-An ~ustom type jumbl1 cmto, 311 Jluck. In thl$ puok,
hitva theln fit sn Ll (Tly the lIlolon~ iu ultemllle layers IIro nlll olrs"t. 'l'he pnck hus II slIlis· 

In) tl "t fnctory lmlg". (.f' ~ ·le cr'a e l(T. so
will not be "slack parked" (fig. 13). Shipments tUTiving at market 
in u sluck-pttcked condition with theCtlIltuloups loose or jumbled in 
the crn,tes usually sell ut t1 considerable discouut uo compared with 
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well-packed shipments. It is also important not to have too much 
bulge on the packas injury from bruising may result . 

In the Imperial Valley ,and in Arizona most cantaloups are wrapped 
in \issue paper us they are packed. The wrappers frequently are pink 
an~:1 bear the brand or trade mark ,of the shipper. It is customary 
to pack about three melons on each side of the crate, unwrapped,as 
"show" melons to attract the eye of prospective buyers. In other 
districts, as centrul California, the cnntaloups are mostly shipped 
uD\uapped. In Colorado m0st varieties are shipped unwrapped, but 
tbe Burrell Gem, a pink-meat variety, is usually wrapped. In most 
cnstern districts a relatively small proportion of the cantaloups are 
wrapped in preparing for market. Reports from Indiana indicate 
that less than one fourth are wrapped. Wrapping interIeressome­
what with refrigeration, makes inspection more difficult, and may hide 
defective melons. Some shippers place small stickers, bearing their 
brands,on unwrapped 
melons. 

'\ilien tho crate hILS 
been packed it is pIlSS­
ed to a workman for 
lidding. Cement­
coated nails nreoften 
used in mtikin'" and 
lidding crutes. <Srates 
l'nstened with such 
nails show less loss 
from slnts corning 
loose in transit or in 
hnndling . 

In western districts, 
It,lbels s11owinj'''' the FIGCItE 13.-.'\ very oslck, l,oorly orrnn~ed puck of cantuloups In nn 

clIstern-IYJle crllle. .One cnntnloup In the upper lnyer bos a pICL'6
shipper's bran are of ~tem attached. Indlcuting Its green condition. A puclCof this kind 'h wllll\ellin tho mnrkets lit Il InTg~ discount Itt price ns compared with usua11y paste d on t e n tight, wcll-b'l'aded.'well-urruul(cd puck. 
crate, which is also 
marked with the size of crate and number of ctlntaloups in the pack 
as: $I Stnndard 45 j), II Jumbo 36 ", etc. In eastern districts many 
crates are not labeled. 

When the pncking is done in field sheds or iarmbuildings, the 
packed cmtes are placed at once in trucks to be hauled to the refrigera­
tor car when shipment is to be bv rail. 1\~heh packing is in a centrnl 
shed and shipment is to be madeby rail the packed crates aro loaded 
on tbe cars as 9 uickly tiS possible. 

The method of operntion in pncking varies considerably. In some 
central p~tcking houses sizing is done by machinery, nndthe crates 
nre moved nlong by mechanicnl cOTweyors. The lidding may be done 
with the aid of a liddin'" press. 

Both Honey Ball andHoney Dew melons are packed in tempornry 
HeM sheds fiS well as in central sheds (fig. 14). Theyirequently show 
aphis l'esidue and dust which detracts from their appearance and 
mnkes washing desirnble. TJlis is most conveniently done in a central 
pnddng house equipped with mechanical washers 11aving soft rotating 
brushes which denn the melons. The defective melons are sorted out 
before washing_ 
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If Honey Dew melons are washed, they are placed, after drying, in 
bins that are larger than thecantaloup packing bins. In packing the 
melons, excelsior is used to illl the spaces around the melons in the 
crate to prevent bruising; instead of excelsior some shippers have used 
colol'ed strips of cellophane. Bruising is likely to result if there is 
much pressure on the melons from the slats and for this reason the di­
ameter of the melons should be just sufficient to touch the top slat. In 
nailing on the lid slats, it is sometimes necessary to place cleats across 
the ends of the crates under the slats to prevent too much pressure on 
the melons. A slack pack of Honey Dew melons is likely to cause 
bruising. 

Casaba and Persian melons are usually'" packed from wide bins and 
are handled in It mftnner somewhat similar to that used with Honey 
Dew (fig, 15). 

FJ(lUUE 14.-Pucklng Honey Dow melons In II western pncklng shed. Honey Ball melons nre packed much 
like cunlnlou\ls, either wrapped or unwrapped. The htllndnrd and Jumbo crnles are largely used tor 
lloney Dull melons. Stickers with brand nnmes are oflen I>lnced on Houey Dalland Honey Dew meions. 

LOADING 

After the melons are packed the crates are segregated as to size 
and number of melons. They are then loaded in refrigerator cars if 
shipment is to be made by rail and if the packing has been done at a 
central shed. In some districts, particularly in Oolorado, Honey Dew 
melons are mostly shipped under standard ventilation instead of 
under refrigeration, but the ripest melons are usually shipped under 
refrigeration.

In loading at central packing sheds, the crates are usually moved 
into the car on 2-wheeled trucks. The packed crates are sometimes 
stacked on light fra.mes which permits the hand truck to be slipped 
under the entire stack. 

Field-packed melons that are to be shipped by rail should be hauled 
to the car as soon as possible. Protection from dust and sun is con­
veniently provided by a tarpaulin. Many growers, however, fail to 
provide any protection for tho melons from heat and dust. Some 
cantaloups are hauled to the loading station on wagons, but trucks are 
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better adapted to this purpose. Care should be exercised in hauling to 
prevent bruising the melons that are under the bulge in the Cl'ates. 

In preparing the car for loading, the bunkers in each end of the car 
are filled with ice. The cars are equipped with floor racks to hold the 
bottom of the load severn1 inches above the floor of the car and thus 
i'acilitate ciJ'culntion of air. In loading the crates, spaces several inches 
wide, lengthwise of the car between the crates are nl10wed so that 
there will be a circulation of the coo] nil'. 

... 

.. 

... 

FwvI<e l6.-Western [lllcking bouse showing pllckhlg stund and packIng bin Containing cusaba melons. 

The large crates of cantaloups and Honey Ball melons in western 
districts usually are loaded on their sides three layers high in the car. 
The load of standard or pony crates usually is 7 rows wide whereas 
the load of jumbo crates IS 6 rows wide. The load consists of eilfo'ht 
stacks in each end of the cur with a space a few feet wide extending 
across the Cilr at the doorway. A full load of standard crates in the 
-West usually con t.ains 336 crates. In other districts there is considera­
ble variation in the size of carloads, In South Carolina, for example, 

.. the usuul load of standard crn.tes is 4 layers high und 7 rows wide . 
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This load, when 16 stacks long, contains 448 crates. A load of about 
400 standard crates is common in some districts. 

Flat crates of cantaloups are usually loaded 6, 7, or 8 layers high 
and 6 rows wide. They are also sometimes loaded on edge 3 lavers 
high and 15 or 16 rows wide. Loads frequently contain two or more 
sizes of crates. 

As the standard, jumbo, or pony crates a.re loaded in the car, strips 
are usually nailed across the ends of the crates in each layer in each 
stack in the load. These car strips are about as long as the car is 
wide and are one half to 1 inch in thickness. Alternate strips in 
each layer should touch opposite sides of the car. They hold the 
load in place in transit and prevent injury tQ the melons in the lower 
layers from the weight of the load. In loading flat crates the strips 
are usually placed only on alternate layers (fig. 16). 

FIG(JIIE IO.-In londing this car of western tlat crates or cantllioups, cllr strips were used between each 
two layers. 'I'ho SPUtcs bctween the rows facilitate circulation of cool nir. 

In the space at the doorway, which is usually about 2 feet wide, a 
bracing is constructed to hold the load in place in transit. This 
bracing usually consists of 2- by 4-inch uprights with 1- by 4-inch 
boards nailed across them. Two of these gates are used, one against 
each part of the load. One upright on each gate should touch the 
ceiling of the car to help hold the load in place. Short pieces of timber 
ure placed between the two gates to hold them in position agitinst 
the crates. 

"Then cantaloups have been segregated as to maturity as they were 
packed, the crates containing the riper melons aTC often loaded next 
to the ice bunkers and in the lower layers. This part of the car has the 
lowest temperature. 

Honey Dew crates are loaded flat. There is some variation in the 
n.rrangement of crates in the load. In one method of loading, the 
lOlld is divided and· center braced, with 8 stacks in C'8.ch end of the car, 
5 rows wide, and 6 layers high, containing 480 crates. In another 
Iln'l1ngement there are 8 stacks in each end of the car, 5 rows wide 
with 2 stacks next to each bunker 7 layers high, and the remaining 

,. 
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12 stacks 6 layers hi~h. This load contains 500 crates. Another 
arran~ement is a diVIded load of 16 stacks, 7 layers, and 5 rows 
con taming 560 crates. 

For cantaloups, Honey Dew, and Honey Ball melons, the loads 
described are those used in 8 car with inside lena-th of about 33 feet. 
Shorter cars of about 3~ feet in length are usu;Jly loaded with only 
15 stacks instead of 16 stacks. 

When melons are trucked to market, the loads should be arranged 
securely and in a manner to prevent bruising of the melons. A tar­
paulin can be used to advant,ege in protecting the load frolllsUll, rain, 
or dust. 

PRECOOIJNG 

During recent years the practice of precooling vine-ripened canta­
loups nnd Honey Ball melons before shipping has me.t with consider­
able success in western districts. Under this method it has been 
possible to place melons of better edible qualities than formerly on 
the castern Illarkets. This is indicated by the. premium in price 
genemHy l'eccivcd for the viC",-ripened, pI'ecooled stock over the 
shipments hnndled under usual nrethods (p. 13) . 

In many of the precooled shipments the temperatUl'e of the lUelons 
is redaead to 45° or 50° F. after the car is loaded and before it is 
started to market. This is done by drawing air through the ice-filled 
bunkeFs into the car and forcing out the air as it is warmed .through 
contac1i \vith the melons. The time required to precool the melons is 
one objection to this method of handling. Salt is sometimes added 
to the ice to hasten cooling. It may require from 6 to 24holll'S to 
precool the load. The expense of precooling in some western districts 
has been reported as from $10 to $25 per car. 

In some instances cantaloupshave been precooled by placing the 
1lacked crates in a cold room provided for this purpose at central 
packing plants. Shipments of Honey Dew melons are seldom 
precooled. 

INSPECTION 

. Inspection of melons under Federal grades by the Federal·,state 
inspection service nt shipping points is optional with the shippers. 
Some States have laws, however, providing that shipments must meet 
eertain requirements. 

Under the Federnl-State shipping-point inspection service, shippers 
in important districts Clan obtain inspection ior a small charge per car. 
Under this service a certificate is furnished the shipper which shows 
the gmde aud type of pack of the melons and other pertin.ent informll-· 
tion, such ns the arrangement of the load and loader's count of the 
number of crates in the car. Federal inspection is also available in 
the Jarge markets. During the calendar year 1932 more than 2,600 
cars of cnntaloups were inspected at shipping point .under the Federal­
State service. 

In some States the hydrometer test for soluble solids in the juice 
of the edible portion is used as a basis in determining when the melons 
are sutIiciently mature for shipment. There are some objections to 
the hydrometer test as an indicator of maturity because of the varia­
tions in the soluble ·solid content in the juice among mature melons of 
different vnrieties Illld under differeut field conditions .. The sugar or 
soluble solid coutent of the earlier lIlaturing. cantaloups from the 
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crown set and of the first picking of the Honey Dew crop is higher 
than for later maturing melons from the same vines. This test is 
sometimes used as a check on the work of pickers in the field. 

The legal minimum soluhle solid content for Colorado shipments in 
1933 WilS 8 percent for cantaloups and JO percent for Honey Dew 
melons. Several years earlier the corresponding figures were 10 and 
12 percent, respectively. The higher requirements were found to be 
impracticable during the latter part of the shipping seasons. In 
Caluomia the requirement for soluble solids in the juice of canta­
loups hils been 8 pe1:cent but this requirement has been changed to 9 
percent effective ill 1934. 

The method of making the hydrometer test for soluble solids is 
briefly as follows: A sample is selected of a number of melons rep­
resenting Ilpproximately the minimum stage of maturity in the lot to 
he inspected. 'I'hey are cut open 'and the edible portion is rtJitiGvcd: 
with n spoon nnd put through Il grinder. The juice is strained 
through a piece of cheesecloth into a vessel or cylinder. .A. hydrom­
eter is then inserteoill the juice and allowed to remnin a few minutes 
until the air .in the juice can escape. The percentage of soluble 
solids or sugar is shown by the hydrometer reading. A correction is 
made for the tempemture of t1lO juice. 

Inspection at shipping point und~r standard ~ndes tends to pre­
vent unjustified rejection of the shipment at destmntion in sales made 
"i.o.b. usual terms." The official grndes are a common language 
between shipper and distant buyer and as a basis for quoting prices 
nre understood throughout the industry. The use of definite grading 
stlllldards nnd inspection encournges better production luethods 
among growers and lIlore careful handling by those who are preparing 
the melons for shipment. Melons that Ilre grown, graded, and 
packed in nccordnnce with the best methods frequently bring a pre­
mium over melons thnt Ilrepoorly grnded and packed. 

MARKETING METr.mnS 

In most of tllt~. western producing districts marketing agencies, 
known either ns shippers or distributors, lnrgely control the sale of 
the crop. Some of these agencies have a permanent representative 
in the district with additionul personnel during the shipping season. 
A conunon practice is for the marketing agencies to contract with 
growers. They uSllnlly Ildvance money to the growers and furnish 
seed and pll,cking mnterinl. For their services they have usually 
chnrged growers 15 percent of the "delivered at market" sale price 
of the shipments. Advnnces and costs of seeds and. materials sup­
plied are, of course, dedltded from the sllie price in settling with the 
growers. 

Some of these marketing agendes are fruit and vegetable dealers in 
the large eities who consign shipments to their wholesale or jobbing 
houses or to wholeslllers or jobbers in other cities. Some shipments 
fLre sold tt delivered at destinn.tion ", and some for cash loaded on cars 
Itt shipping point. The .lll,tter type I)f sale is known as a "cash-track" 
sllie. Some sales 111"(\ mnde on "wire order, shippin~-point Ilccept­
ance", in which the buyer, ·through telegmphic negotmtions, accepts 
the cnrlond J.o.b. shipping point ut It specified price. A Jew sales are 
ruso made Lo.b. uSlllll terms. 
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Independent growers in some districts sell n. large part of their 
shipments "cash track". In Imperial Valley, Calif., in .recent 
years, it has been estimated that about 30 percent of the rail shipments 
have been sold "cash track" to buyers who were in the distnet. 
The cash buyers jn the producing districts are often representatives of 
wholesale or jobbing firms in the <lity markets. Some also operate 
independently as speculators or brokers. .. 

In Delaware nnd on the East~rn Shore of Maryland, many of the 
c.llntaloups are ~old at auction by the growers at the local shipping 
points. The fMlll-packed cantaloups are hauled by the ~rowers to 
the auctions which are located at a nUlllber of mil shippmg points. 
The buyers assemble and bid on the farmers' loads. Some auction 
sales are held in open sheds and some in the open. Local buyers, in 
some instances, nmnuge the auction companies, charging the growers 
a small fee per packnge. .A brokerage is 11.1so charged in some in­
stances to city firms or others who buy through the local auctions. 

After being sold at the local auctions the melons are loaded on 
trucks or cars and started to mnrket. The buyers often consign their 
purchases to the Inrge enstern markets. Some sales are made at 
shipping point nod some delivered. The lack of uniformit,· in the 
pack nnd size of erntes in eastern producing districts makes f.o.b. 
selling difficult. . 

In some eastern sections, locnl dealers buy field~packed cantaloups 
direct from the growers and lond cars which nre consigned or sold to 
<'ity dealers. Local dealers, who in some instance~ are growers, often 
ac.t as assembling and selling agents for other growers, charging a 
commission for their services .. Locul cooperative associations have 
beenfonned to mnrket the crop in the Enstern Shore of Maryland 
and some other districts. Ninny growers sell their melons to trucker­
peddlers for cash at the fnrIll. 

In Michigan, large quantities of cantaloups are sold at the Uenton 
Harbor mnrket. Dealers buy cantl1loupsfrom the growers nsthey are 
brought into the market, and ship mostly by motor truck to markets 
within a mdius of sevcrnlhundred miles. In 1932, the equivlllent of 
about 550 cnrs of cnntnloups were sold through the Benton Hnrbor 
mn:rket . 

Disposnl of <lnntaloups by growers and local dealers at rondside 
stands is of considernble importnnce, pnrticulnrly in districts where 
there is a Inrge populi1tion. A good trade can often be built up by 
these stand operators, if melons of C100d quality and condition are 
offered for sllle, nnd especially if the display is attractive and if satis­
factory parking facilities llre provided. 

In the large city markets, carloads of cantaloups or other musk­
melons may be sold by the car-lot dealer in jobbing lots of approxi­
mately 10 to 50 crates to small jobbers or to Inrgeretnilers. Motor­
truck receipts nre usually sold out in small lots by the dealer who 
receives them. Jobbers in the large cities and wholesalers in the 
smwler cities make sales <lireet to retailers in quantities of one crate 
or more. ChItin stores handle some cnr-Iot receipts in the lnrger 
market.s. Cru'-lot brokers also aid in the distribution of melons.in the 
city markets by neting as ugents in placing available car-lot shipments 
in the hands of dealers or jobbers who need them. 

In lru'ge markets, particularly in New York City, a considerable 
number of ellIS of cantaloups, Honey Ball, and Honey Dew melons 

http:melons.in


•• 

32 TECHNICAL BULLETIN 425, U ..S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 

are sold. at auction. In 1930 .about 1,077 cars or 19 percent of the 
car-lot unlonds of these melons in New York, were thus sold. In city 
auction srues of cantruoups and miscellaneous melons, the unit of sale 
is not the cnrlond; the melons are sold to jobbers, retailers, or others.in 
lots of various sizes, usually rnnging from 20 to 40 crates. 

Truck shipments of cantnloups from producing districts to markets 
are often delivered to a deruerto be sold. The dealer charges a 
commission for his senrices, usually 5 to 10 percent. The truckman 
sometimes hnuls the melons to market for hire ns the agent of' the 
shipper; in other instnnces, the truckmnn buys the melons .at shipping 
point and opemtes ns It denIer or peddler. Some of these truck loads 
are sold direct to retnilers 01' peddled to consumers. 

MARKET INFORMATION 

Infol'mntion from vllrious sources is Ilvllilllble to Ilssist growers and 
shippers ill Illllrketing the crop of cllntnloups nnd other muskmelons. 
Fedel'nl-Stnte lllnl'ket news reports hnve been Ilvllilnble during the 
shipping senSOll eneh yelu' in It n umber of the importnntproducing 
dif>tricts. These dn.ily reports hllve shown for the previous day, by 
Stntes of origin, the llumbet, of car-lot shipments of the yarious cinsses 
of melons. Infol'matioll on the tnllrket destination of shipments has 
nlso been included. In some districts where motor-truck shipments 
nrc lroportnIl tthe tnltrket news reports hnye included l'ecords of these 
truck shipments obtained through the coopemtion of certain State 
agencies. 

The reports have contnined statements of arrivnls nnd supplies in 
the lending mllrkets, prices in the mnrkets, nnd prices.in competing 
])roducing districts. 

The reports of shipments nnd supplies in the mnrkets al'e obtained 
by the Fedeml-Stnte lllnrket news senrice through the cooperation 
of themilrollds. 

Federal IlIld Stntengencies issue reports periodically through the 
season on the acreage nnd condition of the crop in various States. .A 
weekly slUllmnry or car-lot shipments is issued by the Bureau of 
Agricultmnl Economics. 

Trade pllpers, rlldio reports, !lIld private reports received by shippers 
!lre also somces of supply and price information. 

MARKET OUTLETS 

Western cantnloups nnd miscellaneous melons are distributed 
widely to mnrkets ill the United Stntes and Canada. In 1931, ship­
ments from the Imperial Valley, Calif., were made to every State, ,the 
District of Columbia, und Cnnada. About 340 cities.received Imperial 
Valley shipments. A l'ecord of the destinations of .21,391 cars (more 
than 98 percent of the 1931cnr-lot shipments) of Imperial Valley 
cnntaloups nnd other muskmelons shows thllt about 30 percent went 
to markets in N ew York Stllte, and that the fom Stntes of New York, 
Pennsylvania, lllinois, and Ohio received about 60 percent (table 12 
and fig. 17). 

The distribution of the Imperinl Vnlley crop in 1931 was probably 
more nenrly normalthaIl in 1932 when shipments were 38 percent 
lessthllllin 1931. In 1932 shipments were made to only 240markets. 
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TABLE 1~.-:Di8tributi()n 'bySiatUfiJ de.tiftOtion oJ'melon 8hipments fromleOOing 
;producing districts, reported during pmod flJ operation of market new8 stationa, 
1931 


Cat·lot shipm\!nts 
Motor­

trucltship.. 
mentsot 

c::~~~: Cantaloups eantaloups 
Btate 01 destination JDuskmeJ. CantaloupS Cnntuloups from Dela· from Dela· 

ODS from from from EO::t::::' 'EO::= 
.Imperial Arizonu Coloredo Shore of ,. Shore of 

• Valier.' 'Maryland I'MnrvlaDdCall. -,-------1 
Cor·lot 

Cora Co,a OJra 'Cora quantllfta
Alnbuma__...__........................._.! 5Ij _••_••___._. '''.__ '_'''_' _.__..______ 


!~U~g~::::::::::::::~::~:::::::::::::., ]:j 1 -.-----..., --'-"--" ._---...----
CaJffofllla........................ _ ~•••! -...------1" ::::::::::;:\:::::::::::!.::::::::::::
Colorado........:.......... . .............. 182 ! .28lI 3 •_______ •••• '___._.______ 


00COllllecticut....... ,,"",.. ........... J .~~Hl , 48 4 17 i .22 

.Delnwl\re............. __ ............... J 11.•..-.____•_______._•...• _ .... _ ... ' ]0 

District of C'olulllbln .......... __,. ........ 1 :HO I 19 4 1..._........\ \ 4 


g~~~=:::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::::l l~~ ; g ~ l 1 t---'---'-" 

}!:~~~~ai:::::::::::::::::~:::::::..::::::. 2, ~r ;------..7~· ~~~~=~~~t~~~~~~~~r~~~~~~~~~~ 
~::,,;!S::=::::::::::~:::::...._......_._. lZ I :~ ~ t::::::::::C::::::::
Kentucky__• __ ".... "........ III 29 ____________1.•________••1____••______ 

.LoulsI8118_._......................... "". 11' 18 ............. , ..... ---- ­3 1
},(nillo •• _................-..........-._••••; 437~ I' !~ 3 'J 9 '-----"--j-l

Maryland.............. _........., ••••__•• u "" 0 1 

1II1Ilssl1chu5etlS••.... " ..............----- \I81i I 99 62 ,109 2 

J\nchlglLn••••_.. "........... .•.... __ ....-_ l!IH 142 L ! 141_......____

Mlnnesotrl____................._.....____ 323 71 ___• ____.......__...........________ 

J\llsslsslppl..._..••••••••••.•.•••••. -.--.-. 6\•••_______ "••__• ____..._\•••_...._._.1........... _ 

J\lissourL__.............. _••••• __ .... ........ 00 1 292 128 •______..._••_".___••__ 


MontanlL_.............. ................ .. l~ , 3~ ..-----·--7" ::::::::::::c:::::::::: 

t'!eebvrtlSntla __-_••-.-.-•••••••••••-•••-••••••••••••_••••••••. '.-.".-.=-...-......\' . I 
 ' 
,~ 

kn 
- 17 1------------ ------------ ._--------_..--.._------.New HamrJShlru••. " ...........__••• ___ •••-4 '"___•_____• ______ ..... 4 : ...______.._ 


New Jersey...................-.-.... ---'''1 178 I 40 8 11 t 94

NewMe.uco....................-.-----....1 16 r. 3 -_________.-.,....________ 

NewYork.... __ ........ " ..........------1 6,422 5\)(\ '253 126! !lO9 


.,. ~~~~ g~~~\~~::~:~.:: ::~::::::::::::::::) U --------.:.1:::::::::::: ::==:=::::==1:=:::=:=::== 
gpe~en~;mIV~~n=ll=I;IL:.:.:_:•• :.:.·.: :.",: ~.' :.' :,' :.:.:.=. :.<.<.:. =.:. =.=_:.:.': =.:....1" I, ~ ~ ...--..,.~~- --.. ___~~.t::::::=::::-_, 2, ~~ --------s2ij ••..---208- ---------64·:'-..·---·387 ~! 

I 
)) 


RbOdelSland................, ...._.......\ I~~ ]8 S 20 I 1 iT 


~~~~~ g~k~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::l 10 ----------4- ::::=::::::: ::::::::::::1::::=::::::: 
~:~~:::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::t ~ :ff} ._.....__..~._ :.~:_~~~:_:_:.:_:.:.i:.·_.:.:_:.:.-_.:_:.:_:_:.Utah____•___._..... __..___............ __•••i <TO _ __ _ ___ 


vermont______ •• .. •__..___ ---............ .!I 18 6 1 -..... -----

Vlrglnla.............................___... 1M 7 ] .._______•

2
__1._..______ _ 


.Washlngton........_....____..._.......... .220 _.-------... ----------- • _________..1'....,______ 

West VlrginIB .._....__....____ .._......... 95 30 3 1 ......._..._ 

Wisoonsln__..... " .......................' 2-~ W':;2 ...-----......---------.•-.....-------
Wyoming. __..___•••___• ____....__........ 20 2 1 •___••_____ .[....________ 

CBDlLda....__..........._______...........'I-__M_O_: 125 --.-.....-.. 1 1____ '_'_____ 


Total'...._....____ •••_____________ •• 21,3111 \ 3, m I 1,103\ 394 i .1,430 


t Incomplete.

, On which destinations were reported. 
 ":} 

. A record of destinations of about 85 percent oftbecar·4ot ahipments 

of .cantalouJ>s from Arizona in 1931 shows shipments to 38 States, the 

District of Columbia, o.ndCanada (table 12 s'nd fig. 18). .About 19 

-pf}rcent of these car-lot shipments of Arizona cantaloups went ,to 

Dlinois, whiCh was the principal State of destination. Three States­

Illinois, New York, and Pennsylvanio..:.....,received about 48 percent of 




34 TJlCHNICAL BULLETIN 425, U. S. DEPT. ·OF AGRICULTURE 

the Arizona.shipmen~s a?cording~o -theb~gs. In· 1931, 1~8!lities 
were reported as destmatlons of Arizona shipments. In 1932, Arizona 
shipments ofcantaloups tota:led3;020 can:; and were 32 percent less 

CAlIS 0' CAHTALOUI'S. -HoNEY 'D£W;HoNEY ................ ;~ 
...,..,.~M"¥;l.LUU'U..oIU:i Mf:LONS,fROM IWP£RIALVALlLY. CALI'.1931 

",'. 

FIGURE 17.-Bhipments oC CBotllloups Ilod other muskmelons Crow the Imperial Valley. 'Calir., ,went to ,~ , 
every Btute in 1931. 

than the 1931 shipments and muchsm,aller than in any year ,since 
1926. The 1932 Arizona crop was distributed to about 140 cities in 
36 States, the District oj Columbia, and Canadn. 

DISTRIBUTION OF 3.772 CARS OF .CANTALOUPS. 
fROM ARIZONA.BY STATE:S.I!)31 

.... 

." ' 

FIGURE IB.-Arizooa CBot.nloups life marketed In a lorge number oC Bt.ntes. 

Colorado cantaloups in 1931, according ,to a record of distribution 
of 1,103 cars or about 60 percent of the shipments, went!to 26 'States 
and, the District of Columbia {table 12 and fig. 19). The leading 
State used as a market outlet was Illinois, to which about 26 percent ."i

.' 

http:ARIZONA.BY
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Qfthe cars were shipped. The next three States :in importance :88 
market outlets for'Colora<Io sbipmentsw:ere New ¥ ork, Pennsylvania, 
.and. Missouri. These three States inCluded destinations of ,about 53 
percent of the l'ecorded shipmentsf:romColorado. 

DISTRIBUTION Of' 1.103 CARS .0f'CANTALOUPS. 
FROM COLORADO. BY STATES. 1931 

... 

•• 

'-. 
:FIGURE 19.-Three States-Illinois, New York, and .PeDD8ylvania-reallved:more thaotwo thirds of tho 

shipments of Colorado cantaloups for Which destinations were recorded in 1931. 

The distribution of eastern cantaloups is not Nation-wide. A Jru;ger 
proportion of .the easterll crop moves by motor.;truckthan 'is the case 
'with the western crop .. 

OISTRldUTION OF 394 CARS Or CANTAl.OUPS. fRON DELAWARE :AND 
THE EASTERN SHORE ,Of MARYLAND~ BY STATES. 1931 

00, 

,.. 
'.~' 

PIGt)'RE 2O.,-Car-lot shipments of Cantaloups from Delaware and the Eastern Shore or Maryland go largely
to the Middle Atlantic and New Eoglaod States. 

The record of destinations of shipments ·of 394 carB from Delaware 
and the Eastern Shore of Maryland representing .a:bout two ,thirds of 

,.~,the 1931 car-lot shipments from these States ~hows distribution to 
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14 S.tatesand Canada (table 12 and fig. 20). New York and Massa­
chusetts together received about 60 'percent of the car lots for which 
deotinations were reported. A few car-lot shipments fl'om Delaware 
and the Eastern Shore of Maryland went as far west as Detroit, 'but 
most of the rail movement was to points.,in the region from Pittsburgh 
eastward, 

The greater part of the movement from Delaware .and the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland is :by motor-truck. The 1931 records of destina­
tions of the equivlllf'Jlt of 1,430 cars moved by truck from this distri(~t 
show' that 8 Stntesand the District of Columbin received these ship­
ments, These re(:ords are some\"hat incomplete, particulm1y as to 
Baltimore !Lnd Washington, TJ'ucks going by felTY to these points 
were not included in tIie record. New York nlld Pennsylvnnia to­
gether l'eeeivod about 90 percent of the recorded truck movement 
from this district (table 12) 

The lJutrkct 0 u tie ts 'for 1l1!Lrge pm't of the cnntnloups from ':Michigan, 
Indiana, New Jel'Sey,llld other Stlltesin the North Centralllnd North 
Atiuntic regions are within !L Jew htUldred miles of the 1)roducing dis­
tl'iets, 1\:1ost of the mOwmellt is by tru('k. 

Mllrkets for the ('rop fl'om the Carolinlls nre dupfJy in the North 
Atlllntic l'egiou. The prindpul markets for .AikIlUSIlS ('Imtaloups Ino 
in tbe :Middle West, but some shipments ('orne to the Middle Atlnntic 
and New Englund Stlltes. C'lllltaloups 'from 'Woshington ore mal'­
]{eted chieIh~ in dties in the Northwest. 

Freight aild refriger'ltion ('harges are importnnt items in the cost of 
marketing melons and the~' influence the fiuol distJiblltion of the crop. 
(,hllDges sre frequently mude intJ'llllsportation rutes, but as 11 general 
indication of these eosts I\' til b nIII tion of freig-h t and refrigeration 
ehltrges in e£1'e('t in Mny 1933 from lellding- prod u('ing districts to New 
York anc1Chicngo is &,riven in table 13. The fl'eigh t and ref.cigerlltion 
from Brawiey,Culif., to New York w!Lsabout $1.52 per stondard 
C'l"ate, and to Chicngo about $1.28,u('('ording to thistnbulation. 
From Laurinburg, N.C., the dUll'ge to New York was about 62 cents 
IlS Gompnred with 78 cents to Chicugo. 

TABLE l3.-Freight a(lUi rejrigercztio/t charge.~ an cantuloups jrollL representative ...
shipping points to New York a'lId Chicago J 

I~'reighl rute per 100 i ApJlroximRtil Irel1ht 
poundS on clIrlonds Standard wlrigemtion and relrigerat OD 
01 specilled mini· per ll1r to- charges per stnndllrd 

Shipping Jl<lint ' ilium weights to- lTllle to-

New York Chil1lgo New York Chicago New YUrk! ChiCllgo 

I)ullaT3 IJollar. Dolla,. DolloTR Doll",. I DollaTH 
Brawley, Calil ............ , •. 1.75 1.40 1l0.00 \15.00 1.52 1.28 

Turlock, Ualif ........."._ 1. 75 1.411 110.00 liS. no 1.52 1.28 

Phoeni~. Ariz................ _ 1. 75 1.46 10.;. OIl liS. 1M) 1.50 1.28 

Uocky Ford, Colo •••••.•••.•• 1.24 .70 8.~.OO 70.00 '.47 1,211 

Mesquite, N.Met......... _•.. 1.28 1.~ 9S.00 I 1:lO.00 1.15 • liS 

Homtio, Ark................. _ ,113 • fiG 70.00 .84 .112
85.00 ISaiiqbury, Md............... .38 .liG I 55.00 82.50 .40 .00 
Laurinburg, N.C..... -.- ., .. fiGSI .8'2 : 05.50 \10,00 .62 .78 • 
lllsck.ville, S.O ............... .72 ! .86 t 69.00 I 11O.(J0 .00 .81 


I , 
1 These roles, as 01 May 1113.1, arc based on usual number 01 crates londed .per car, nssuming n billing 

weight 01 68 pounds ror a ~tundard crllte, and 2!! pounds (or a standard fiat crate, 'rhe minimum 1000d In 
Calilornla, Arizonn, Oolomdo, und New Me.~ll'O Is 20,000 pounds, and In the otber Stutes listed, .24,000 
Ilounds. This tahulation Is .pre..,entedmerel¥ to show apprOXimate tmnsportution charges and can bave 
no standing in adjusting clulms witb tbe curriers. .•. 

Obarges per stnDdurd fiat l'lllte. I 
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An analysis of the records oj cantaloup xeceipts in J.2 important 
markets, well scatteredgeogl'aphically from !Boston ito San Francisco, 
shows ,that in 1932 :about 33pel'cent ·ofthe repol,·.ted receipts, were 
California Tail shipments (table 14). The 'l'eportedtruckreceipts, 
which were incomplete,amounted to about 39 percent ·of.the ·total 
reported supply for the 12 Cities, Rail receipts fromdistnctsother 
than the West amounted to only about 8 pe.reent, There 'was a 
wide ,difference in the source ,0I supply among ,the 12 markets. Los 
Angeles l'eceived 94 percent ,of its supply ~ytruCk, whel'eas little .more 
than 1 percent oithe Boston supply came by truck. About ,half of 
the ,total supply in these 12 mru;kets came .Ilsrailreceipts ,from the 
Western States. 

TABLE 14.-Source of shipmentB, "!Iethoa of tranBportati011,ana·tJolu1IIe C!f cantaloulJ 
. ,~u.ppl1l1'Tl 1£ marke/8:£tc 1982 • 

'l~-- Italland bout unloads'from- I 
.Market ~East.ern TrllckTlltal 

Cali(or I Otber SIluthern' or ret'Ill \Its I supply
lila • .Arizona Colorado. Wester~ MidwesternIStates Stlltes 

·Co.r,!01
Co,. Car. Co.r~ .Ca,. Cars l/uulIlUI.. ,Car.loI• 

.Atlanta, 011••••_.............. 14 0 0 1 '10 1111 144 
,Boston. ~III&I••__ .............. tl38 172 221 78 :283 2 il.31IoI 
Ohfcugo, III.. _ ........ , ....... 935 336 2:!Y '132 lQ.l ('J :1.8:16 
Denver. Colo.................. W 49 ,1 20 .0 il'i3 ;342
KlImaS City. Mo.............. 123 34 50 2 ,65 27 301 
LIlS .Angele.~. Oalll.............. '122 0 0 0 0 1.9'l9 2.JOI 
,New York, ,N.Y............... 1.7\)1 443 325 '110 , 332 1.305 4.300 
Phlladelphla.1'a.............. 527 200 53 27 '·127 1.644' ,2, fi84 
Pittsburgh. Pll................. ,~oo 121 207 35 :lM (6) '923 
St. 'LouIS. Mo ••••••••• " ... , •• 241 42 55 14 102 ,2.10 ',71K
SIlIL Lake City, Utnb.... .... 34 0 0 23 0 182 :244 
BIlIl ,Francisco. Coll!. ••••. .- ••• 3261 4 0 0 0 420 '685 

Total ___................. , 6, jill I 1.407 1. ,141 I FIJ1 1.267 6.101 16.1l1>l 


Perce ilL Perc""t IPucltlll IPuctlll IPefcnlt Potrcrnl hCnlt 
Proportion o( totlll.........~~.:_ \I I 8" 3 8 39 JOO33 1 I 

I ,As here lL'Iild Includes New Maxlco ,nnd o,ther Stotes we.~t or Colorado ,and ,,New Mexico, ,exoopting' 
Callrornia lind ArlzoIUl. , ' . 

j Truck r.....,lpts are lUostlylrom prodUcing districts wlt.hin 0 rew hundrOOlDlles of the market. '~r.he 
qUllntltl ... ~ are somewhat int'Owlllete (or most Cities I1S. reports o( shipments direct to retaUers lind CIlnSUlUOrH 
and ~orue shipments to whol!l.'llllcnlare not Ilvllllllble. 

'illclUdes loss-than·carload .lots as (oUows: ,Atlanta. ~; 'Los Angele:!. 8; Pblladel\lhlu. lU; New York. 1; 
$IltIFnllIclsco. 6, 

t:lllclude:! ll'lI' Irom Mexico at Chlca~o, alld 3 L'IIfS Irolll.MexlL'O 1u.,Nl\w Vork. 
61te"ort.~ of truck r"''Illpts not available. 

Car":lot unloads ofcantaloupsand othermuskmelons in 66 cities for 
which records ru:e available totaled 23,677 cars in 1932 c(lmparedwith 
31,217cru-s in 1931, ,and 31,031 cal'S in 1930, These figures represent 
90, 85, and 86 percent, respectivcly,of.the total UnitedStates.car..llot 
.shipmentsof these melons. The sour«esof .the .car-lotsupply for 
each of the 66 cities for 1932 are shown in table 15. In 1932 the 
'United States .cru··Jot shipments ...ye~·e more than one fourth less ,than 
in1931 and the 66 cities received iJ largel'proportion .of .the ,shipments. 

The population of the metropolitan distncts of these 66 cities in 
1930 tot~led between 70 .and ,75 pill'cent of the (population in places..of 
2,500 OJ' mOl'e in the United States .end ,about 40 percent ·ofthe total 
Utlited Stntespopuilltion.. 



TABLE l5.-eM·lot tlntl booI. ul!/oods 'ofcantalOllps anei other IIIllshllellllls ifI 66 ;lIoTkel,~, 1982 ~ 
Shljlluents from '"dlmted Staie of orlglll 

~ 
~Iarket 

Arl., k~~ Ir-;~:'I col~ Delaj Flor'loeor'Ill\/·II"dl·1 ILoU/'1 ~!~~t1 MIChlj Ne-INCWINortbIBoUlhl I I WBShi OtherI ~1-= .&15' nla' rod~l= ida ~~f~ Iowa ~~~ ,:ada l.l~x' C;g~t ~i~ Te1as:: \~~ t~~· ek~; ~ Total .... 

Cn.. Cork Car, Car3 ~ 
Akron. Ohio............ II 2 11 Car: Car: .~~:••~~:• •:'a~:. Car; .:~~:••:'''::••:~~~• ••C:~~~..:<1::. enr: I'~~~' .~::. Car: .~::•.•~~~•.•~~~••~::. 42 b:!
AlblUlY, N.Y............ 211 3 la7 15 3 ...... ...... ...... •••••• ...... ...... 3 ••• ••• •••••• 12 ""'" """ H ..............._ .•••__... 213

AtllUlta. 00........_••__ ...... _____• 40 2 •••••• ...... 2 ...... """ ........._., 5 ....... •••••. I.. .•.• ...... 2 .•••••••••••••••, ....... .. 52 

lln1t1more. Md.......... « • 200 3U 2 6 •••••• ...... ...... •••••• 9 ••••• , ........_... 7 18 •••••• """ ••••••• 10 4 438 ~ 

BIrtiJIIl~ham. Ala......... ,... ...... IU 2 •••••• ...... :I ...... ...... ...... •••••. .•••.•. ....... ...... I ••••••• ...... I .., .............,,,••••••• 25 

Boston. Ma...s........... 1i5 14 1,020 

t;

267 54 ...... I I ...... ...... •••••• lOll 3 63 III 27 53 8 I 8 5 1.8~ 1-:3Bridgeport, Conu ...._.. 19 .,.... 54 10 .........._......................... ""_' ....... ....... •••••• 3 ................... " .............., ......... 


Bufflllo, N, Y....._...... 44 12 222 47 16 ...... •••••• ...... 2 •••••• """ 211 ........... " 2. 7 7 """ ...... 2 ...... 403 Z

Chlcalto, m.. ........... 345 52 1,2.'i6 200 I ....... ..... 26 57 2 :I ....... ....... 15 IOf &1 12 ••••••• ....... I 2, 217 

Clnclnnalf, Ohio... •••• 6.'i 20 2Il8 IJO 21...... 31··..·· 28 2 •••••• ••••••• ....... ...... 9 ••-.. • ••••.• I .......................... ~ II>­


~ 
~r:.,

CleyelMd, Ohio ... _..... 133 18 422 113 20 ...... 3 ...... 47 3 I 14 ....... ...... 34 2 _..... 28 ...... ....... ....... I 839 

Columbus, Ohio......... 18 10 86 9 I ............1......1 9 •••••• ...... 3 _............ 5 ••••• _. •••••• 6 .......................... 147 

Dallas. Te.~.................... _..... 16 ......,....../......,......,......,....~.,......,......,.......,."'" ./..... . I ....... _..... \I .......................... 211 

Oilyton. Ohio........... 3 I 21 6 •••••• •••••• •••••• ...... 2 ............................... . 35 ~ 

DUI1\'er, Colo. ........... 40 ...... 100 1 .........................., ............... ""'" __......... . 2(~ -:~:::: :::::: ::::::1:::::: ::::::: ::::::: :::::: I1n 

Des M()lne.~, Iowll....... II 7 33 I .,_... ..... I .......................,. 113 

Detroit, Mich........... J32 31 482 "·.ii-r···ii": :::: ~r- '~ii'/::::::,...3i'/::::::/::::::/•..•i2'/:::::::/:::::: III 


7IlO 
Duluth, Mlnn.... ...... 15 """ 16 ...... ~- .. I-..,..- ... I .... - .... -I ....u"' .. l ........ - .. I~ ....-· .. t.-~"',. .. ~~ ..-- ....1......,..,·· ..1" ....... ~t~ ..... ~ .. h ... ~~~ ::::::: :::::: I~ :::-: ::.:::: ::::::: ......._~ .. 36 

EI I'asol 'I'ex............ .. .... ...... 16 16 ~ 

EVllns\' lie. Ind......... 3 I 1 II
·····T····T····T···..\""···T..··· ..............····l··..... --. T··.. ,.......,...... ··..~T ..·" ....... ""'" ......
Fort Worth. 1'ex........ ...... ...... to 17 ~ 

Orand !laplds. Mlch.... II 3 48 68 
Hartford; Conn..... •••.• 26 2 130 lUI 
nouston. Te"........... ...... ...... 12 16 
IndlRDaPolis. lild........ 25 3 76 125:=~: ~~~l~ ~_~ ~:~~- ~.~-~ :;_~ ~~~i~ ~·~:i· ~::- ~.-~.. ~!~:.::'f ;l::~.: :~::.: ::::1":::.:.. : ..!;: ·~:l:i! ~::~I 

G) 

g 
.Jacksonvflle. Fla. __••• ,.........,... 18 28 >­

KllnS8GCltrt Mo........ 36 51 153 311 

Lexington, Ky.......... 2 ...... 12 4 ......._.... I ...... 3 •••••• ...... ....... ....... ...... 1 ............................ __•••• , __ ••••••• 23 t!! 

Loa Angeles, Caur ...............' •• ' 160 160 o 

Loulsv!IJe, Ky........... 15 ...... 44 '''ii' :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::: ::::::: :::::: "'T ::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::: ::::::: :::::: 71 

Memphis, Tenn•••__ ••.. 2 I .41 .................. '''''' """ •••••••••.•• """ ""'" ••••••• •••••• 2 """, ...... 3 .......................... 49 

Milwaukee. Wis......... 54 7 116 5 ............ """ ...... 3 ...... 1 ....... 13 ...... 8 ....... ...... 7 .......................... 214 

MJnneajlOlis. Mlnn.. .... 53 8 157 • ...... •.•••• •••••• •••••• •••••• 3 """ ••••••• ....... ...... •••••• ••••••• ...... 12 2 .................... 23\l 

Nashvll et:renu......... 3 2 Ii 2 I ...... •••••• ...... ...... ....... ....... ...... 1 ........... , ................................. 27 

Newark. N.J............ 64 ...... 230 61 •••••• •••••• 2 ...... •••••• •••••• •••••. ••••••• ....... ...... ••••.• 5 ...... I .......................... 363 
 I
New navell, Conn...... 31 3 48 {\ 1 """ """ ......................., .................." :I ""'__ •••••• a •••.•...•••• , ........" ... 115 

New Orleans. La........ 11 I 115 18 """ .,...................... """ 3 •• , ..............". 6 .,.,.•, J 35 .......................... 100 

New York. N.Y......... 486 44 6,401 583 I 3 JO 2 .,.... 3 18 ....... •.•••• ll3 75 04 74 103 ......_ a 457 7.431 . 

Noitolk. Va ..............____•••".. 20 I •••••• ...... 1 ." __....... '."" •••••• ••••••• ....... ............. 1 1 ._............. _................ .. 24 


.~ t t .~. ~ ,. ;! ~ ) ~. f .! 4 " f ~" i 1 



l ,.. ~ y,!,'t. -» ~.~.. , ~ ~ ., , , -, .. " 
Oklahoul1\ Cll)', Okla••••••••1"....· 14 ••••••' ....................,.... ....... ...... •••• • .•.• t·,·; .........·1·· ,i· ....:...............1...... 1. 

Omalla, Nebr........... 20 (} 81 5 .........................................1.. ,•.• j...... L ......... ••• 1".. ,,' 11 2 •••••• 117 

Peoria, 111............... 12 I U ...... ...... .••••• ...... ...... I ...................\ .•••••• ;............... _ .... " ••\1............:....... ....... •••••• .23 

PhiladelphIa. Pa. ...... 211 5 I,WI 175 ...... 3 11 ...... 1 .,•••, ................." +..... 7 43 43 ;. 20 .... ... .... '15 1, S02 

Pittsburgh, 1'8......__• 122 12 003 275 33 3 3 ...... 8 ...... ...... 19 ....... •••••• '35 2 :I 69 '... :1 3 1,11/2

Porlland, ?I\'ulue......... 10 ....... 46 8 7 .••••. ••.•.• ...... •••••• .••••• .••••• 1 .•••••. ......8 ...... ...... 11 .".. ....... ...... 37 

Yortlnnd, Oreg...................... 100 ................ -- .... -... .,., ................, •••••••1....... -............................ ::......\ 27 1 .... , ISS 

Pro\'jdeul'e, H.I......... 36 2 82 2(J II _. .... ...... ...... ...... ...... ......18 •• _..._ ...... 12 5 6 Ii ~ ~.". .... ....... ...... :/1)3 

IUchlJll\u<l, Va........... I ...... 12 I ...... ...... I ............ """ .".... ••••.•• ....... •••••• 1 I 13 •• ">-'''''', •••.• ....... ...... 00 ~ 

Uaches\er, N.y••"...... !Iii.1 II SIl 10 II ..".. I ...... 1 ...... ...... 9 ....... ...... 8 ••.•••• ...... H 1......,........ ....... ...... 16\1 

St. Louis, Mo.. .......... ~3' 6\ a~'.l &0; ..... ....... •• • .... ••••• 13 i ...•.. I...... ..... 8 -.- ..... .••••• 21 I fl , ..... -. -. •. • ..... 5'l3 
 = 2 

G') 

o~i~:~i~:~~·5 ...:': l~· :i·~;. i··~~[ if:::: .ii:::ii:U··:·'~ ::[~'. :·:~:l,:·:::::!;:;:~t·r; :·.:1. ;;:::. :::.:: ::/r.[:il·:.:~; ::.:·,;'~~·ii: ~ :.­z 
Sflrjll~lleld, Mns........ _. JO 2 is 3 1 ...... •••••• •••••• ...... ...... ....... 2 ...... I" " 3 ... - • •••••• 21' ····T· -..... .... ...... 107 
 ~~.:~i~~~:~:....~. :::~': ..~. 3: ~m~: :~:::~ ::::;: .:::[: ;::~;. :~:~: ..:~~:: :::::;: .::[·~~t::::;:.;:;Ei: :::.:i: ::·-::I,l:::::I~r:~~~· ·::~:i: ~:::i: .1.: ~ 
Youngstown, Ohio....... 15 2 01 16 "'--' .......__...1............ -................. .!....... ...... 6 I 3 ......... .... ..... • ...... lOt 


-1-- !--I- - ' ~ 'roln!............. :!,~5.'i 410 15,3322,401__1i2 12 6Ii 27 216 25 21 250 13 46 Sl5 161 215 ~8i J55: 68 ~O 4Ul 2:1,ili'7 
 1::1 

llncJudes unJo.lds frulIl \"8riou5 Stllies tIS follows: l\:ausus, 8; ?lll'lStlllrl, 2; New Jetsey, 4; Oregoll, 8; Vli'ginlu, 13; unkuo\\'n, 5. .-
J ToMI rorelgll ullJonds Inlerllls of cnrloads were: IIttltll, I; Chile, 455; MexlC<!, 10; Portugal, 1: Spain, 24. Nel" York City foreign unloads were:~hile. 42i; Mexico, U; Portugnl, 1; 

Spain, 20. ~ 
~ 
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~ 
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New YorkOty is by far the most important marketJor cantuloups 
and other muskmelons. In 1932,6,974 Clll'S of domestIc melons or 27 
percent of the United States cllr-lot shipments were unloaded in 

,~, 

New York City. There were also 457 car lots received from foreign 
sources.• mostly Chile. 

A careful study of table 15 not only shows the source of car-lot 

supply of each of the 66 cities, but 1I1so, in a generul way, the region 

into which the crop from etwh Stttte is distributed. ]'01' example, the 

tuble shows that 61 percent of the reported Indillnn, unloads were in 

three eities: Chicngo, Cincinnati,nnd Clevelllnd. A Inrge plI.rt of the 

Indiana crop goes to mnrkets in Illinois, Ohio, IndiaM, nnd Michigan. 

Similnriy 57 percent of the Arkntlsas unloads in the 66 cities were 

in 6 cities: Kanstls City (Mo.), St. Loui!:;, Chicago, Cleveland, 

Cincinnati, .and Detroit. Mnrkets in the j'egioll which includes these 

cities ure the principal outlet for the Arkansits crop. However, there 

are considerable receipts of A.rknnsas cnntnloups in the eastern 

markets. In 1932, New York City received 11 percent and Boston 

over 3 percent of the total ArknIlsas unloads in 66 markets. A large 

part of the Carolina shipments go to New York City and Philndel­

phi It. In 1932 these 2 markets recei ved 73 percent and ,84 percen t of 

the North Cnrolina find South Cnrolinll unloads respectively in the 

H6 lllurkets (table 15). . 


A study of the mfiI'ket distribution of c.antaloups and other musk-

Inelons shows that it lnrger proportion of the car-lot shipments go to 


. the large ci ties th nn is the cnse for ILny of 15 other important fruits and 
vegetables. In 19301 62 percent and in 1931, 60 percent of the car-lot 
shipments of cllntaloups Imd other muskmelons went to 10 cities with 
metropolitan populations of more thun 1,000,000. For watermelons, 
only 30 percent of the shipments in 19:5u nnd 32 percent in 1931 went to 
these 10 large cities. For the othcJ' 14 fruits and vegetables studied, 
the corresponding percentnges generally Yllried between 30 and 60 
percent. The highly perishable llilture of cantaloups isone explana­
tion of the fact that they nre not distributed ill carloads to as small 
cities as arc some of the other commodities. Large quantities of 
cantaloups and other muskmelons are distributed by truck from tIle 
lfirge car-lot markets to smaller cities nnd towns in the surrounding 
trade territory. 

Sepnrnte records of cnr-Iot unloads of cantaloups, Honey Ball, 

cllsaba, Honey Dew, Persian melons, .and mb.ed melons are avo¥l1ble 

for it lllunber of the lllrgcl' mllrkets. These unloads for 1932 III 23 

l11arket8.ttl·e shown in table 16. New York City is the best market for 

miscellaneous melons, not only as to quantity used but also as to .the 

propol'tion of the total supply of cimtaloups and miscellaneous melons. 

Out of a totulof 7,431 cnrs tmlonded at New York in 1932, 3,790 or 

51r.ercent were Honey Ball, Honey Dew, casaba, and Pel'sillnmelons. 

Philadelphia, itlso, is a good market for the miscellaneous group of 

melons. In Chicago, cantnloups mnde up Itbollt 82 pex'cent of the 

clLl'~lot unloads of cnntnloups und other muskmelons, 


... 
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TABLE 16.-Car-lotunload8 ofcantaloups, H01U!IJ Ball, ca8aba, Honey Dew, Persian. 

. and 1nized1nelon8 .incertaih mar"ets, 1932 

Mixed 
Honey HaDeY 'melonsennla· Casaba PersianMarket BRII Dew andotb· Totalloups meloilS melollSmelollS melons fir mllSl(·

melonS1 

Carl Cara Cara Carl .Cara Car • Car. 
Atlanta.Oa................... 23 1 0 III 0 13 62 

BRltlmore. Md..........~.... 248 34 0 89 0 67 4311 

Booton, M88S.................. 1,39;1 41 39 294 1 61 1,828 

Chlcago.llL.................. 1.8aJ 56 3 266 13 54 2,217 

Cincinnati, Ohio .............. 451 24 0 23 1 .9 liIXI 

Cleveland, Ohio ............... 674 41 0 101 19 .839
•Dallas, TeL............ , ...... 24 0 0 2 0 0 :Il 

Denver, Colo .................. 169 0 0 6 1 0 176 

.Detroit. Mich................. 569 16 0 86 2 27 700 

FonWorth, Tex.............. 17 0 0 0 0 .0 17 

Kansas City, Mo.............. 274 3 0 . 39 0 1 317 

MJnneare:lIS, Minn........... _ 215 5 0 12 0 7 231l 

New Or eans, La........... , •• 156 17 0 .11 0 6 1110 

New York', N.Y............... 3,000 1,031 34 2,661 64 liSl 7,431 

Omaha, Nebr.................. 106 0 0 0 0 2 117 

PblJadelphJB,.PII.............. 924 224 1 523 .5 J25 1,802 

Pltlsburgh. 1'a................ 023 56 0 136 .7 70 1,1112 

Portland, Oreg ................ In 0 0 1 0 10 188 

St. Louis, Mo................. 454 26 0 80 0 13 573 

St. Paul, Minn................ 72 3 .0 5 0 1 81 

BElt Lake Clty, Utah........ ,. 62 0 0 1 0 1 64 

Seattle, Wash................. 180 0 2 8 0 18 :nI 

Washington, D.C............. 220 37 1 117 .8 5 . 388 


.-' 

Total.................... 12,306 1,614 80 4,485 106 1,0lI0 19,681 


r Includes cars containing 2 or more of tbe specified varieties or types Bnd a few.cars 'of mlboeURneous 
varieties or types Dot listed. . . 

PRICES 

The prices.of cantaloups and other melons .are infiuencedby anum­
ber of factors among which are changes in the general pnce level, 
changes in volume of production from year to year in any shipping 
district; and in competing districts, variations in time of harvesting 
.as itaifects volume of daily shipments and competition on the marke.ts 
among shipping districts, average quality of the crop and legislative 
restrictions as to quality and condition of shipments, weatheroon­
ditions, and competition from .other fruits and melons. 

From 1929 to 1'\:)32 melon prices trended downward ingenertll 
accord with the downward movement .of the general price level 
(ta.ble 17). For the country as a whole, there \Vas not a wide fluctua­
tion in the production of cantaloups and other muskmelons during 
this period, but rail shipments of cantaloups were somewhat lower.in 
1930 and 1931 than in 1928 and 1929, and the 1932 cantaloup rail 
shipments were about 40 percent less than the average shipments of 
1928 and 1929, partly because large quantities were not marketed 
from some districts. The car-lot shipments of miscellaneous melons 
in 1930 and 1931 were greater .than in 1928 and 1929, but there was a 
sharp decrease in shipments in 1932. 

The reasons for pnce fiuctuationsare complex and no attempt. is 
here made to explain the year-to-year changes for any State or district 
or the differences in price among the various States and districts. 

i. ( ...., 

http:lower.in
http:marke.ts
http:prices.of
http:Atlanta.Oa
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TABLE 17.-,:i?ilJbrqge SetJ8onal.pricepaid to growers piA:, CTdtcfor :cinttaloups (Jnd 
, mucellaneous, melons, 1 J928-S2 , 

Group, ond, State, or dlstric~ :i02S 1929 1930 1931 '1002 

EarlOShippingrnoup: 	 DoUara Dollars Dollars Do/lara DOllar,alifornill, mperiaJ Valley. ________________ •____ 1.60 1.63 1.32 1.14 1 . .15Florida _. __________._ • ___ ••__ •___._ •• ,.______• ___ 2.00 2.00 1.75 1.1iO 1.00Texas, early dlstrict____•_____________ • __•____.,_ 1.20 2.00 2.,25 .81 2.00 
A ......__________________________________ - __ ~ 

1.64 1.34 1.14 1.15 

8eci~~~~.~~!~~!~.~~~_~~:.__._._____..________,,_ 1.34 1.25 .IJI,~ .:40Arkansas.__________________________•________• ___ 1. 02 	 .85 
1.2'l .00 .88 .~

Californill, otber than Imperial Vslley._ ••__••_.. 1.00 .95 .00 .87 ;62G80rgta_._.__ ...._••_••_••• __ ...__ • __________••__ 1.1iO 2.,22 .80 .75 .110 "!.:NevBda, Moapa dlstrlct. ..___• ___••••_.______••_ .80 1.30 1. 70 .84 .56North CaroIlDB___ ..___ ...._.._____......._______ .98 
 1.20 1.15 .70 .60Oklahoma.__ •__••_,, ___._•••_•••••_••••_. _. __ ••• .89 1.25 1.10 .68 :55South CaroUDB••___ •___•__ •__ •••••••••••__ ••• _._ 1.31 1.00 .75 .55 .1iO
Texas, otber than early dlstrlct. ___••••••••_..._. .1iO 1.16 .95 .81 .;40 


A venige _"" •____ ••••____•__ •____ ••___ •__•____ 
 1.13 1.10 .95 .84 .53, 

Intermediate shipping group: 
Detaware__......_••••••__ ...__••__ ••••_......_. 1. 00 1.15 1.1iO .75 .65 
DUnols......,•••___ .-._ ........__ •_____---- __ ••_ 1.20 1.41\ 1.75 1.25 .80, 

IndlaDB_.____ ................--...--__••__ • ___... 1.23 1. 50 1.55 1.15 ; 00 

l't'!aryland.....___......_.__....___ ,..........____ 1.21 1.45 1.55 .75 ;86

New Mexlco___•______________________.._________ 1.10 1.00 I.1iO 1.17 o'SO 

Tennessee ____ ._. __ .._______• __ ••__ •____••_____ ._ 1.05 1.50 1. 60 1.35 .90 

'Vashlngton._____... _.________ •••____._.__.... __ .61 .76 1.18 .75 ,60 


.Average_______...__________......._........... ---:t:ll1--u7-1:48--:93---::8i 

,Late shipping group: 	 ICoiorBdo__ .._________________________________•.__ .94 .83 1.,20 .85 ;70

Iows_____________-----------------------------__ 1.06 1.48 1.40 1.05 .1iOKonsas______• ____..._________• ___________ .______ .92 .81 1.05 .80 .65 
1..20 1.10W;:~~:r:.noitier-ih;~-?;ioapii-iiiSirl~;::::::::::::::: t~g Ug t ~ 1.25 .• 1iONew Jersey_______ _______________________________ .95 1. 25 1.25 


Ohlo.___ •___- __ •__ ~_.____._______________________ __________ 1.75 1. 85 
 1.00 ;53 
1.09 	 .SO 

.75 .60
~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::: --.--~~~- --.--:~~- .55 .42: 


.Average______________________.________________ 1. 02 _95 1.27 .94 .73 


Average______________ .________________________t====~===f===9=====F====1.30 1. 20 1. 00 '.83:,1.30 

; Includes Honey Thlw, Honey Ball, casaba, aDd Persian melon, but not watermelons. ,Prices are blll!ed 

on crates containing aoout 60 pounds. ' 


Division of Crop and Llvestoek Estimates. 

Table 17 shows the estimated price to growers for crates containing 
about 60 pounds of cantaloups and other mu~kmelons. In the .Inl­
perial V alle.y, the' average s~asonal price to growers for~antllloups.and 
miscellaneous melons conSIdered togetherranged,durmg the5"yeal' , i 
P13riod. 1928-32, fro~$1.63 in 1929 to $1.14 in 1931. For the.other 
districts of .California, the .range was from $1;06 in 1928 .to '$Q;62-in 
1932. There was ",Iso a considerable range in average prices paid:to 
growers among other States and districts and for different yearsiIdhe 
period. For all States the range was irom$1.30 in 1928 and. 1929 
down to $0.83 in 1932. -

Since prices of miscellaneous melons are averaged with prices of. 

cantaloups in the districts that produce them, the table does not 

afford a comparison of cantaloup prices among all districts . 


.The .Federal..8tate market news reports afford a means of comparing 

shippiIlg-point prices in certa~n important districts and States (taole 

18). These prices, however,,4J.re not an accurate measure of the aver­

age prices.received for tr,e whole crop since, in many instances, ship­

"1 , 
" 

1 

http:however,,4J.re
http:irom$1.30
http:fro~$1.63


MARKE1'ING CANTALOUPS AND OTHER ':MUSKMELONS 43 

ments were consigned ,or sold delivered 'at market ,and, lor -some dis­
tricts and ye.ars large.quantities were not marke.ted.Also the prices. 
shown in .thetable . are on a specified size of crate.and kind of 'pack . and 

""". would not .represent theshipping..pointpriceof all melons sold. 
TABLE IS.-Prices per crate of cantaloup8 atrepresentatiue shipping districts, 

.1928-32, and similar price8 for Honey BdU and Honey Dew melons, 19S~32 

AveragePricePriceTY~ or variety and 	 ranllellnt 8hip~ing.shipping district 	 Year and period range tor pontbas lind unit 01 sale 	 weekoiperiod priceiorperiod period I 

Dollar3 Dollar! Dollar! 
1. oo-a.liO 2. oo-a.50 1.68 

1!J29.May 2I}-July 11 .00-4.50 2.46-4.50 2..03Oanta\oups, salmon fl28-May 14-July 10 
meat, standard 468, 11I3O_May ll-July 5 1.00-4.25 2.50-4.25 l./Hcarlonds 1.I).b. cash 193LMay 6-July7 	 .71>4.00 2.00-4.00 1.21track. . 1932_May Il-July 5 .65-3.75 2. M-3. 75 1.36 

nooey Ball, standard rll3O.June I2-July 25 1.00-2.50 .2.00-2.50 1.58(JalfforniB, Imperial 4/is, carloads 1.0.b. cash ll13l_June 3-July 25 .75-2.50 1.75-2.50 .99Valley. traok. 1932_June2-July 28 .65-2.75 2.00-2.76 .113 
Boney Dew, standard 

nnd Jumbo crates, (0"'-' !11I3O_JUne 6-July 25 .75-2.00 •75-1.~5 1.16 
inch and 7~~ by 16 by 1931_May 2I}-July 21 .45-2.00 .85-2.00 .60 
22~ inches), carloads 1932_June I-July 18 .4f.\,.2.oo .85-2.,00 .M 

,t.o.b. casb track. 
Arlzona______________ 1.40-2.15 1.40-2.00 1•. isOantaloups, various va- f928-JUne 25-July 10

1!J29_June 28-July 21 1.15-2.00 1.00-2.00 1•.45rieties, standard 4/is " lU30_June 24-July .21 	 .90-2.25 l.liO-2.25 1.40carloads I.o.h. cash 193LJune 25-July 13 	 .76-1.25 .75-1.00 .91tra:;:t. ll132_July 5-July 11 	 .SO- .88 .SO- .88 .8.1 
.40-1.00 1.00 .67OoloradQ, Rooky Cantaloups, salmon and fl28-AUg. 27-Sept. 22

1929_Aug. IIl-Sept. 19 	 .35-.70 .40-.55 .49.Ford. pink meat, standard 1U30_Aug. IS-Sept. 13 	 .oW- .55 .45- .55 .411and jumbo lIats, car­ 193I_Aug. IS-Sept. 12 	 .36- .55 .40- .45 .39loads I.o.b. cash track 3 .36-.40 .36- .40 .35 
Maryland, Eastern CRnWoups, salmon and 

Shore. fcink meat, wagon 1929_July 31-Aug. 23 --~7S:2:25- --~7S:2:25- -----r3.it:~~:-~'-~-oadS casb to growers IU30_July 26-Aug. 15 1.00-",25 1. 0lHl. 25 1.87at auction, crates •36-2. 25 1. 25-2.25 1.17 ___________1.__________(mostly 13- and 14-inch t~~-~~::__::=~~~:_~~.
square heads) '. 	 I 

I Weigbted .according to daily shipments, using mid point 01 daily sblpplng-point price range 88 daily
aVilrage price. SInce many shipments are not sold on a shippiug~point basis Rnd only 1 size 01 crate and 
pack: Is represented, tbls cannot be considered tbe average price 01 all shipments. 

, Includes some standard 365 In JU'.!8. 	 • 
3 In 1928 tbe quotations were on standard llats, 128 and 168, Rnd.ln 1930 sales were "I.o.b. usual terms." 
• Market news reports were uot issued In tbls district In 1928 or 1932. . 
I Prices trom July 31 to Aug. 8,1929, were (Iuoted t,o.b. usual terms. Some 11131 prices were tor crates with 

IS-Inch square beuds. . 

For certain districts, table i8 shows the range in shipping-point 
prices of specified sizes of crates and packs for the periods shown in 
the 5 years, 1928-32. The price range for the first week of the period 
is also shown as these early prices are usuany somew~at higher than 
prices later in the shippmg season. The average shipping-point 
price for the crate and pack specified are also included. 

It is apparent that the relationship between cantalOl!Pprices in 
.different districts changes greatly from year to year. T'he .highest 
average price shown for the penod was $2.03 per crate f.c.b., cash 
track, for salmon meats, standard 45s,in Imperial Valley in 1929. 
In that year the auction price to growers on the Eastern Slwre of 
Maryland for salmon and pink meats in crates with 13- and 14..mch 
heads averaged $1.34, but in 1930 the Maryland price of $1.87 was 

.it' higher than the Imperial Valley price of $1.84 . 
It is the custom in some inlportant cantaloup districts to use the 

45 pack in standard crates as the basis on which cfintaloup prices are 
established. The premium or discount on other packs and sizes of 
crates varies somewhat from year to year. The relationship.in prices 
of different crates and packs of cantaloups in some western districts 
in recent yearS has been approximately as follows: The jumbo 45 

http:relationship.in
http:l.liO-2.25
http:1.00-2.00
http:1.15-2.00
http:1.40-2.00
http:1.40-2.15
http:2.00-2.76
http:1.75-2.50
http:1.00-2.50
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paok has usually soldeor 15 to 25 cents more and oooasionally50 cents 
moreper crate than the standard 45. The jumbo 36 ]lack has usually 
sold at about the same price as the standard 45. The standard 36 
has sold at 15 to 25 cents less per crate. The price of pony crates of 
cantalotlps hus usually been 70 to 75 percent of the price of standard 
45s. However, when a high percentage of the crop js of small or pony 
size, the pony pack in some years has sold for less than half the price 
of the standard 45 pack. The price of flats is usually about 40 per­
cent of the price of standard 45s. . 

The average of shipping ..point prices of Honey Dew melons in 
Imperial Valley was $1.16 in 1930 and only 56 cents in 1932. Honey 
Bt~U prices averaged considerably less than cantaloup prices. 

There is usually a wide range in prices during the season in any dis­
trict. Jfor example, in Imperial Valley in 1931, the range in pnC8 of 
salmon meats, standard 45s, f.o.b. cash track, was $0.75 to $4 per 
CJ·ate. 

Records of prices of cantaloups, Honey Dews, and Honey :Ball 
lIIelons in the leading markets are available in tIle files of the Federal 
Market News Service. The prices are on sales to jobbers usually in 
lots of 5 to 50 crates. 

Table 19 shows average monthly prices for five seasons, 1928-32, 
in sLx important markets for cantuloups from a few leading producing 
distriots. The prices shown are un weighted averages of the quoted 
daily prices on days when sales were reported by the market news 
service. During the heavy shipping period from any district,8ale 
prices in the murkets were reported for praotically every market day. 
A.t the beginning nnd end of the shipping seasons, however, some 
nlarkets j'eported sales on melons from a certain district for periods of 
several weeks when other murkets did not report sales. In some 
instances sules were reported for n few duys neur the beginning or end 
of the season, then for several days no sules were reported. In 
instunces when sules were reported on less than 6 murl~et dnys in a 
month the uvernge pri{~e is not sho\vn. 
TABLE 19..-Average mOTlthly caTllaloll.p priceS1!Cr craie to jobbers, si;!; cities, 1928-82 1 

CAI,IFORNIA, SALMON MEAT, STANDARD ASS 

Ycur IInll month II_B_o_SI_on_I_N_,e_W_'_'o_rk_'1I_P-,,~.:.:;~:::.~C_l'_I_P_it_ts_h_Ur_g_hI_C_, __h_iC8_g_0_1 S_t._Lo_l_ll~_ 
Ur18: Dol/ar. Dol/ar. Dol/ar. Dol/aT8 Dol/aT8 Dol/a.. 

6.02 6.39 4.82 6.02 5.34 4.81 
3.46 3.42 3.49 3.30 3.17 3.40 

July .••••••••_•••••••_•• __ 3.09 2.12 2.87 2.8t 2.75 3.03 
Augu~t ••• _.........._•••• 2.56 . ........... ,. .. ,. ...,.~ ..- ..... - .. 1.M 2.38 2.17 

r,~~~:::::::::::::::: :::: ::' 
... -~,.~-

1920: 

MIlY _..................... 8.19 7.911 7.75 7.68 7.02 :;.11 

Junc..............._•••_•• b.O\) 4.82 4.78 4.fI.I 4.20 4.411 

Juiy...................... 3.16 3.M :1.00 2.89 2.81 2.114 

AugllSt................. .. 2.82 2.48 --------........... 2.56 2.43 2.64 


IlrJO: 
May...................... 6.211 7.31 6.46 6.16 6.39 5.&1 
June" ..... "' ... ~ ' ... "' .. ~ ......_. "''''* 3.22 3,IlL 3.\5 3.211 3.\5 3.211 
July...................... 3.42 3.20 3.12 3.02 2.77 2. 79 
August................... 2.82 2.81 ------_......... .2.86 2.55 2.63 

j9'&I: 
May. 4.80 5.02 4.80 4.114 '4.29 4.09 

2 .. j )Junc.",. .. 2.79 .1- 2.81 2.65 2.00 2.58 
July•••.•.. 2.·15 2.t~ 2. 44 2.46 2.11 2.35 
August.... ·.· 2.38 2.20 .... "' ......_......-_.. 2.49 1.86 ....................... _­

1032: 
MIlY 4.58 5.55 ·1.52 4..75 4.20 4.00 
June.. • .• __ ... __ .. '" 2.12 2. 7:1 2.8\ 2.f':l 2.110 2. 70 
July.. . . '2.46 2.:11 2.:m 2,2·t 11.05 12.18 

~.\ugust .• _...... 1.01 12.1Y~ " " .... ~ .......... 1.01 .... ~ ~ ........... '" ~ ..........-.......-

I Prices nre unwe!ghted avern~(l.~ 01 dully l1larkct news 'lllotatiOIl$, un stock 01 food '1uallty and condition, 

on d"ys who" prices were reporterl. Docs nol include pril'eS o[ .. \·lnc·rlpencl and piecooled stock." 
'Frol1l market news data out 001 Irom records 01 DivisioD 01 Statistical and llistorlcal Research. 
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MARltE'l'ING CANTALQUPS ANI> OTHER ,MUSKMELONS .45 

:rABLE lK-AVllTage 11I01,thly CalilaloupJ)rices pllT crate to jobbllT8, aU t;itie8, 19JJ8-
SJ! L..Contillued 

ARIZONA, SALMON l\U:AT, S1.'ANDAUD 46.., 

YelU" and month lioston .New York Philatlol· {Pittsb"...b St. LouIsphla -., 

Pol/a" Dollar. Dol/or, ;Dollar. Dol/ariJ JJollar. 
192t!, July..................... 3.00 2.1>1 2. 78 2.88 2.53 .2.76 

l!l'lI/,July•••.• _............... 2.110 2.117 2. T.! ,2. 81 .It 76 .2..112 

100(), July._ .............." •.. 2.1U 2.112 2.77 lUlU .2.68 ,2.66

1001, July.. "" .,.•• _.-._•.••• 2.34 2.30 .2.41 2.2d 2.07 2.00 

lOO'J, July..................... l. SlI 2. Ol ~:U 2.00 1.116 .2.O'i 


COLOHADO, SALMON MEA'l', S'I'ANDARDFLATS 128 AND l/i.'i 

I!I'.!I!, Sepwmber••_••••_._•••..! 1.30 , 1.00l I. OS 1 1.08 0.00 1.00 
I!I'.'II, SepLlllIlber......_........ i 1.03 .113 .\18 .117 .19 '.~100(); I 

AUI..ust •••_...._..........1 .89 .81 .76 •. 92 .19 .'72 
Sepwmber•••••••••... " •••••1' .71 .62 •. 63 .67 .56 .116 

1931: 
August ' ...... "'jO".. .. 't-........ ~- ..~ ..I .87 .81 .68 .82 ,'118 .52 
September , ............... .J!!! .& .110 ;13 .61 ,50. 

19:t!: 1AURust••• _............... .60 '.60 .45 '.:-IS

September........._••_... .62 .67 f.63 ,52 1./1.( 


.60 '--"---:-00' 

.DELAWARE AND ~{ARYLAND, VARIOUS VARIET~ES3 

1ll'lS, August ' •••~............. __..__._.,.. ___.........._•••••__.........._••______._.____ •••••••____• 

11/'!O, August'................. 1.28 1.32 0.87 .1.43 _....._____ ._•••••••••• 

luao, AugusP........._....... 1.95 .1.70 1.35 1.117 ...._._.__•••••••••__._ 

1001, August ,................. 1.00 .85 .69 1.25 __.............._...~._. 

1002, August· ......_................_...... __._............_........___........."...__••••••__......... 


•PriCes are unwelghted nvemges of dally Il1Brket news quotations, on stock of good qualityand CQndUioQ. 
'From maritet news data but.not from records of DivisIon of Statistical and Historical Reeearob •. 
, AUI!u.~t 1II29-1)oslon, New York, Philadelphia, Plttsburgb, standBrd ~.and 4.'l5; August l~Boston, 

standlU"d4.'l5; New York and Philadelphia, standard IlI\!!;.alld P!ttsburgh,'standlU"d 3tis;and~59; Augu.,t
103I-New York, standard 36s:'UU:ltoll, :Phillldelpblll, nnd Pittsburgh, standard 3Ils nnd '459. 

, Nowarket news reports were Issued in this district in 1028 and 1932, 

Compiled .by J)ivislon of Statlsticul and llistoricu\ nesearch eXCIlpt figures indic;:ated1!y footnote 2. 

For the 5-year period in each of the six mru:kets-'-Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, 'i'ittsburgh, Chicago, and St. Louis-the price .of 
OalifOl'Dja cantaloups trended downward through the season from 
May to August. 

The -variations in these prices among the different cities for ,any 
month are due chiefly to differences in supply and demand. In sonie 
months, particularly at the beginning and. end of the season, the 
average prices are based on quotations :for only a short period. 

On the whole, the prices of western cantaloups in the midwestern 
markets, Ohicago and St. Louis, .have averaged somewhat lower.than 
in ·the caste1'll nu).rkets. This does not necessarily mean that .Tetums 
to growershavc avcraged less on shipments to these mflrkets, since 
transportation charges are lower. 

Prices paid .in the eastern markets for Delaware and Maryland. 
f.fmtaloups were considerably Jess than those paid :for .westerncan­
taloups (table 19). . 

Table 20 shows avcrage monthly prices in Ohicago, when available 
in the period 1928-32, for calltaloups from Arkansas, Indiana, Michi­
gan, and New Mexico. Prices of North Carolina cantaloupsin Naw 
y ()rk and. Philadelphilt .are also included. A vcrage market ~pricesof 
standard Cl'lltes of cnntlIiollpS from these Stntes jJl the 5 y(~m'S, nccord­
lug to the tiLhulllt,ion, VILl'ill(\ fl'om S8 mmts to $2.:W. Acomparison 
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of prices in table, 20 with those in table 19 shows that cantaloupsfrom 
the Midwestern.and Eastern States sold at considerably lower prices 
than western cnntaloups in the large markets. 

TABLE20.-Allerage price per crate to jobbers for call1aloups from specified States 
ill specified markets by tn01lths, 1928-32 1 

State 01 origin 'I'ype and pook Market Month 1928 1929 1930 1931 .1932 

---------I----------------I---------I--------I------.~--·~-,---
.Dol· .Dol· ])01· .Dol· ])01·
laT! lara lar. lar. /ar.

Arkan.sus •• __•• Salmoll meat, stalldtl\·U Chicago__• ____ {JUlY____••_. 1.28 2. 41 2.29 1. 67 1.24PI:: a~~t~i"\nd salmoll } August.___ ••----- -----. 1.!!8 1.01 -----. 

¥~~t, stalldard 368 alld Chicago_____.. {~~~ust::=:: T73't'i:OO' 1.00 Tio-]:~ 
IlldillIlU._____• 

Michigan..... Crates with 12 by 12 inch \Chicago {AUgust..... 'I. 63 '2.03 '1.31 '1.41 '1. .15 
beads. (------- September. __ .... 2.(}I '1.29 01.38 '.90 

New Mexico•• Pink ment, standard fiats }Chl'~"O {JUly__••___••••••• __•• ____ •• __ 1.08 
128 and 155. ~~ ... --., August____ • 1. 25 1.00 .89 .81 --':80 

North Caro· Salmoll meut, stundards.\{Nel'; York .... July__•__________• 1.41 1.27 1.18
liUll_. _ ..__ ._ Illl sizes. Phlllldelphia••____do.._•• _ .!!8 ._____ • fIT 

I , 

I Prices are ullweighted a vernges ot dally market news (Iuotations, on stock otgood fluality Ilnd condition. 
on days wh~nprlces were reported. 

, Quotations are 011 Osuge variety only. 
3 Quotations are 011 Elellrts at Oold variety only. 
j Quotations are 011 Bearts ot Oold in crates with 11· by l1·lnch and 12· by 12·lnch hellds. 
I Quotations are on .Bolley nock allllUoodoo in crates with 11· by 11·lnch alld 12- by 12·inch heads . 
• Quotations are 011 Jumbo fiats, 9s to 15:;. 

There has been considerable variation in the average monthlY'prices 
of Honey Dew and Honey Ball melons in the various markets. In 
the 5-year period, the highest average monthly price for Honey Dew 
melons in the sLx- markets was in New York ill June 1929 when the 
average was $4.34 per crate (table 21) The highest price for Honey 
Ball melons in standard cantaloup crates was 'also in New York in 
.Tune 1929 when the price averaged $6.68 (table 22). The June prices 
on both Honey Dew and Honey Ball melons in the various markets 
were higher thl1n the July and August prices. For HoneyDew, many 
of the Jul:r nnd A.ugust market prices during the 5-yenr period ranged 
roughly from $1.50 to $2.50 per crate. For Honey Ball in st(l,ndard 
cantaloup crates, many of the July und August average prices were 
between $2 Ilnd $3.50. 

TARLE 21.-Allerage price per standard crate to jobbers for California H01Iey Dew 
melons, six cities, by m01lths, 1928-32 1 

MOllth and year U<)StOIl Ne,,' York Phlladel· Pittsburgh OhiCllgo St. Louisphis 

])ollar& ])olla,. ])ollaTl .Dollar. .DollaTl .Dolla,.
June 1928._..___________••__ __ 2.27 3.02 2.41 2.17 2.28 2.30 
July 1928...................... 11.63 1.68 1.72 1.50 1.57 1.56 
August 1928................... 'I.TJ 1.45 , I.M 1.60 1.65 , 1.59 
June 19211..................... 3.32 4.:14 3.93 3.33 3.16 
July 19'.!9.. •.............. , 1.84 1.68 1.73 1.73 1. 74 ·-------i:io 

August 1929...............___• '2.14 2.19 22.,24 '.2. 28 2.17 2.13 

June 1930................. , ••• 2.88 3.41 3.01 2.57 2.91 2.74 

July 1930.................... __ 2.51 2.67 2.68 2.61 2.34 2.37 

August 19:10, ...... •••.•• ,,_ , 1.4:1 , 1.67 , 1.5:1 '1.53 1.21 1.57 

JWII! 1931................... . 1.91 2.. a4 2.01 1.88 1.67
, 2.01 
July 1931...................... I 1.2.1 1.3~ 1.30 1.32 '1.26 1.30 
AUgust 1931...............____ , 1..68 , 1.5:1 11.M '1.55 1.49 
Junp.1932................____• 2.52 2.42 1.83 1.99 1.78 

1.:liJuly 1932...................._ ' ~:ill , 1.38 '1.42 1.28 1.26 1.27 
August 1932•••••••••• __....... , 1.50 '1.51 , 1.49 1.45 1.36 , 1.:11 

I Prices tire unweighted avoragllS ot dally market lIews quotatlolls. Oil stock ot good quallty !lnd t'Ondltion. 
on days wlmll prit'e.i were roported. Approximate. dlmensluns ot the stundllrd crlltes ure 6H by 16 by 
2'.!H.lllches. 

; Illcludto! !!Ollie liuotatlons 011 JUlllho crutt!.i with ullproximutl! diul"liSillnS 7'" tJy 10 lJy :!'~~. inches. 
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MARKE'l1JNG CANTALOUPS AND OTHER MUSKMELONS 47 
TABLE 22.-Averaue price per craie 10 jobberll for CaUfornia Honey Ball melons, 

standard 368 and 458, si:l; cilies, by 1nolllhs, 1928-32 1 

--'~o~:t:,::;';-m-,r--""--II-I)-st-O-II-:'I-N-Q"-'·;o~;· Ij~:l~~el: Pltt.~hllr~h Chicago St.Louis 

-----..-- - ·-~--t·---·I-"':---I----I----II----
Eolfurs nollnr., nollan naUara nallau nallar8 

June 1028•••_••••••_._••____ ••••••.••••••• 4.111 4•.10 ···..·~:rjii· ······,-3:00· ·······TooJuly 1028...................... 2.112 3.34 3.22 

August 19'1!I•••___•••••••__•••• 2.50 2.25 1.84 2. 28 ' 2..24 .~ 2.30 
June 1\129•••••••••••_ .................... 0.68 5.60 
July 11l'.!9"..................... 3.14 3.14 3.27 """Ti7' ·······3~iii· """'TDi 
Au;;ilst 19'.!9••••••__•••• •••••• 3.83 3. U4 3.84 3.00 3.M 3.78 
June 11130..................... 4.50 t 5.80 I 4. 12 3 4. 05 __ ..........• 4.1>5July 11130.... ........... •.••• .• • 3.24 3.62 '3.52 '2.116 3.13
• 3.44
August 11130.. ................. 2.47 2.411 2.45 '2.411 '2.32 2.61 

June 11131.................. .. 32.97 lJ.32 3.61 13.23 3.00 13.06 

JulyIIl3L..................... '1.ll7 12.10 '2.22 3,2.1» '2.1» 2.25 

August 1031......... ......... • 2.00 '2. 67 2.05 '1. 75 ,2.55
• 2.01
June 11132. .................... '2.85 '4.16 , 3. 16 , 2. 711 , 2.116
• 3.62
July 11132...................... • 2.39 32.52 '2.32 '2.07 '2.211
• 2.63
August 1\1:12 .......... "..................... '2.50 '2.02 '1.03 '.2.11
• 2.27 

I :Prlces are unwclghtcd averages 01 duily mnrket news (Iuotations. on stock 01 good qunllty nod condition, 
on days when prkes were rC\lOrted. 

, Mostly 455. 
, Quotations nrc un standard 455 only. 

The averllge monthly pdce' of Oalifornia casaba melons in standard 
and jumbo crates Itt New York l'Itl1ged during the period July to 
October, 1928-32 from $1.34 to $2.35 (table 23). For each of.;the 
yeM'S 1928, ] 929, and 1930, the highest monthly plice occuITed in 
August. In 1931, the highest price was in October, and in 1932 in 
July. 

TABLE 23.-A/Jeraue 'price per crate to jobbers for California ca8aba melon8, at New 
York CUy, by mOIl/hs, 1.928-32 1 

Yeur July August September October 

Eolla'O Dalla.. Eolia,. nollars 
IlI'bl........_•• _...... , .............................. . 1.34 1.79 1.50 1.68 

19211.................... _•. '."'•• _. ' ................ . 2.22 2.35 1.71 1.83
1\1:10................... .. ....................... . 2.15 1.83 .1.72 

11131............ ,.." , .•.••••• '" ..................... . 1.881 1.42 1. 78
1.60 1.00
11132.......... _........ _..................... . 1.811 1.43 1.36 1.:1U 


1 :Pr[t'tlS nre unweightetl uvernges QI tinily mnrkct nllws quota lions. on days when priL-es were reported, 
lor stock of good ({uullts' und cundition. in stundard und lumbo crtlles wiih vllrfous numbers of melons per 
~~ . 

During the principal marketing period for Persinn melons, Atigust 
to October in the yellrs 1928 to 1932, the average monthly price to 
jobbers ill New York mnged from $1.17 to $2.94 per standard crfyte. 
In 1928 the highest uvemge monthly price was in October; in 11.929 
it was in August) and in 1931 in September. The average monthly 
prices of jumbo emtes of Persian melons l'tl.nged from 3 to 34 cents 
higher than the priee of standard crates and nveruged .20 cents higher 
(ttlble24) . 

l" 
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TAB(,J,l 24.-Averaue 7)rice per crate 10 jol!ber.~for California Persian meloIl8., at New 
York Oily, by 111011lh8, 1028-32 I -(, 

awndurd crute~ l,mtllininll mrlou$ Jumbo Crtlt",~ l'(lDtuhtlngvorlous
numbers DC melons I numbers oC melons I 

Yeur 

August September October August September October 

J)ollars AJllaT8 1)0110.. J)ol/ara JJallaT3 DoUor. 
1928....................... I. lUi 2.11 2. 74 1.00 2.43 .2. 95 
11l'~. 2.W 1.35 1.17 3.12 1.64 1. :10 
111'40... :~:::::::::::::::::: 1.68 1.6U '.114 1.00 2.00 2.00
maL. ••. ............................ J.1Ui :t O'..! 1.78 1.70 2.14 2.O'J 

1O:1~•. <" ~ .. , ~",,,,,,, ~ .......~ .. ...... 1.&1 1.67 1.88 1.00 1.&1 2.12 


_,,",-"_«_"_'.-_'_c 

I l'rk..sorc uDwclgbtlid averages oC dully murket neWS quatut/oDs, on stock oC good (Iuollty und condition. 
011 <.lllYS wheD prlcc5 were raportc(l. 

, For dlDlensions ot crotes, sec toble II. 

COMPETITION WITH OTHER FRUITS AND MELONS 

The principal part of the marketing senson .r0l· cnntruoups and 
othel~ muskmelons is from lvIny tlu'ough September. During this 
period :many other fruits and watermelons IU'e on the markets in 
.lllrge volume. 

Avernge cnr-lot shipments by months from lvIIlY to September for 
the period 1930,,;.32 Jor 14 different melons and fruits and for mixed 
cnrlouds of melons, citrus fruits, ltnd deciduous J'ruits are shown in 
tlLble 25. 

The totftl a v()rtlgl'l, .monthly car-lot shipments of these commodities 
in round numbers we1'.818,000 cars in Mny, 38,000 in June, 60,000 .in 
July, 50,000 in August, and 52,000 in September. Of the May total, 
ClUltalOUPS JIlllde npproxiIlllLtely one fourth, while in September 
cuntaloups mnde only nbout 2 percent of the total. The June car­
lot shipments of cnntlllo.ups were grenter than in any other month. 
These cnr-lot shipment figures do not l'epresent the totlll movement 
to lluLrj(et since In.rge qUIUltities go by truck. Beginning in July 
there ru·e. large qUllntities of cuntnloups and various fruits trucked to 
lIuU'ket from some of the Eastern Ilnd lvlidwestcrn States, so that the 
car-lot shipment figures for July and lll:ter months are much smnller 
than the Itcturu volume marketed. The JigllJ'es do, however, give a 
geneflll·idea of the volume and kind of competition encountered in .. 
JIlurketing cnntnloups ILnd other melons. 

'1'he principal :fruits thn.t compete with cantalollPs in May are 
ofllnges, apples, Ilnd grapefruit. In June, wntermelons, oranges, 
plums, ILnd :fresh prunes,llnd penches compete strongly. In July, 
wntermelons, peaches, ornngcs, pears, uIld apples lLre the leading 
competitors. Peaches, wntermeloIls, peru's, ofllnges, grnpes, and 
Ilpples nre on the mnrkets in henvy suppl)' in August, ILnd .in Sep­
tembeJ', grlLpes Imd apples are ill hClwiest supply mnong the :fruits, 
followed by peurs, peuches, und Ol'UllgcS (tublc 2[;). 

http:1930,,;.32
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TA:Ul.E 25.-Cnr-llJt lIki:pmentll by1ltolltlcil (AInu-September) 0/ ca7ltulollPS, Honey 
Bllll, Honey Dew, ami otlier specified melons. and competi7lg fruits, United Sta/cs, 
S-year average, 1990-S2 

ClJmmodl~y May June July August September 

Car., Car! CO" Car! Carl 
Cantaloufl5._ •••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 4,fWO 7,460 6,600 2,758 I,H6 
Honey Ball melons ...• _•••••• ,. .••••••••••• 2 5I1l 1,543 251 52 
Honey Dew melons ....................... 32 1,3Zi I, i47 001 1,24Il 
C'nsabn melons ••_......................... 0 14 :l!i 19 211 
Pel1llnn melons ..................... " •••. 0 2 51 153 00 
MI~ed melons............................. 101 1,18.'1 421 306 356 

2,152 1,247 3,O'19 .2, 1119 11,695~£~meS~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 628 958 528 34 2 
Orapefrult................................. 1,.'172 530 159 ··119 4911 

Oranges................................... 7,651 6,005 6,470 4,188 '4,OOf 

Mixed citrus frult.~........................ 450 2111 237 154 114 

Grapes........." •.••••.••••.•••••.•••••.• 0 193 1,252 3, \l96 16,044 

Mixed deciduous fruits .................... 114 51lS 1,076 .J,Wl Sill 

Pooches.................................... 2".! 1,1139 10,838 16, IJ66 ,1,622 

:I'oors...................................... 101 31.4 3,7\l9 '6, 052 ft,MIII 

j'lums nurl fresh prunes ................... 215 1,8-14 1,3911 1,465 1,900
r Wlltermelons.................... , ......... 401 16,215 2'l,.236 8, fWD .1,211 


18,000 38,338 59,500 ·IU,Sl3 61,528",. Totlll··..••..••••..•..•••••·••••• .. ··1 
The Honey Ball Iwd Honey Dew shipments.areheaviest 'in July 

which if\ the month of the period May to September in which :the car­
lot movement to market of the Ieadin~. intits and melons isgrea.test, 

Prospects ar~ for continued strong competition among the various 
melons nnd Jnuts. 

SUMMARY 

The populllrHylmd commerciai imp.ortance oIvarious varieties of 
Gantaloups .have chllnged .mpidly durmg recent years. Etrortsare 
being made to develop varieties and methodsoI ,handling which wilt 
resu} t in improvement of the quality of melons on the markets. Many 
cantaloups of poor quality, due to inunaturity .orother ,causes, .arrive 
on the markets each year. .A general improvement in quality would 
undoubtedly increase the demlLoclfor cantaloups. Much nnprovement 
in the averllge qunlity Ilnd condition of cnntaloups on the markets is 
possible through correct harvesting, grading,pncking, and shipping 
methods. Prices show that cnntnloups of the bestqualityandcondi­
tion conunand Il. considerable prenumu over stock handled by the usual 

'. methods. 
The production of miscellaneous muskmelons, particularly Honey 

Ball and Honey Dew, hus increased rapidly in the last decade. About 
three fourths of the conunercial crop of cantaloups and miscellaneous 
muskmelons is produced in three Western States: California, Arizona, 
nndColorado. California alone produces- more than half the com­
mercial crop. 

,Car-lot shipments of cantaloups in the United Statesapproxilhated 
30,000 cars in 19.25 and 1927. There js also .considerable movement 
to mnrket by motor tnlCk. The principal shipping sellSon lor canta­
loups is from .May to September inclusive. 

The movement to market of miscellaneous muskmelons is somewhat 
later than that of cantaloups from ·the same district. For the period 
1930-32 the car-lot shipments of Honey Dew, Honey Ball,and other 
miscellaneous muskmelons approximated one half the volume of 
cantaloup shipments. 
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Various methods ·of sale are used in market;in~ the melon crop. 
La1J5equantitiesof western melons are sold at slllppin~ point :Co:b, 
cash ·.track. In some distric.ts truckers huy large quantities, .and some 
melons are sold at roadside stands. In the city markets many of -the 
·cantaloupsand misccllaneous muskmelons go through the' l'egular 
wholesale and jobbing ·trade, Ina few large cities considerablequan­
tities are sold through the auctions, 

The western crop .is widely distributed throughout the United 
States. The eastern, southelD, and midwestern crops have .a more 
limited market distribution. 

Prices vary considcmbly in different years and in different markets. 
Thcaverage price to growers per stt~ndard ctl.OttlloUI~ crate :for.canta­
loups .and other muskmelons WIlS estmulted at $1.30 10 both 1928 and 
]929, then declined each year unlil 1932 when the price avel'aged 83 
cents, 

The.rcis keen compct,itioll on the IIllu'kets tUnOIl~ t.he Vlll'ious fruits 
and melons, andprospecLs Ul'efOl' continued strong C01llpetition , 
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