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MIMMSOTA FARM MAVAMTEN- QEWOVT AT HO™S
No. 61 December 10, 1927
Prepared bv the Farm lManagement CGroup at Universitv Farm, St. raul, Minn.
POULTRV
The Figg and Poultrv Situation

There was a rapid expansion in the poultrv industrv from 1919 to 1924.
Raceipts of poultrv products have ®een incresasing since 1924 so it is safe teo
agsume that the expansion has continued. Poultrv predwtion now is four times
as great as in 1880. The increase in ecg production failed to keep pace with
the increase in population from 1892 to 1919 but increased 16 per cent in the
following five vears, while the population increased onls 8 per comt. The great-
oot increase in poultry on hand in this five vear period was in the middle west
and North Atlantic states. The egreatest increase in ege production occurred on
the Pacific coast and in the North Afllantic states. The increase in the middl
wegt states was 13 per ~ant. Howaver, 52 psr cent of the sfgs prnduced in the
~United States in 1924 szme from the farm flocks in this area.

The expansi on was doubtless due to the ereater purchasing power of
egrs and poultrv immediate v aftar thawar as compared with other apricultural
commodities. The purchasing power of ages has declined to thea ITrvel of other
poducts but poultrv has continued high. If racent trends in production continun
formign mrkaets »ill hava to ba davelopsd or tho pir capita consumption will have
to increase to maintain satisfacterv pri ces. In 1027 agecg Aid no* sall readily
ayven with lor priess, but a larg~ volume of poultrv was movad.

e fro';g%g vear opamd with eges in 2 strong posgition. The holdings of
storage /aggs wara lowsr than a vaar pravious and ngg prices "=wa slirhtlv highar.
Tha coo 1 wnathar in th~ spring wag conduciva to 2 lareg~ produstion of good

qua lity e2ggas and the racripts of agrs at the hoarminal markets baegan to bes haavr,
Br tha anl of Mavy the total reenipts for tha waa= wam 17 par cart great=r than

in the sams poriod of ths provious vear, Sinns May production has basn 1less,

but becauso of ths larga sprinag nroduction th2 1827 rac=ipts to Docombar 1 still
ware 6 pr cent greater than in tha firgt Alovan months of 1926, Storage hold-
ings havo Been grrat~r thn normal. Tha surplus ovaer 1826 was wipnd out by
8ctober but holdings that vear ware Iarge. (n Drermlrr 1 stomags holdines warn

5 per cont greater. inter production of eggs has baen heavy for saveral years
with a tendency to increaige, so large sterags holdines in the f4ll are burdensoma.

The prica of ners continued to be scmawhat above 1926 in Januarv and
February, it in March it droppad below and continuad to dArop until in Julv it
wag 8 centg lowar, Sincs then it has reacovarnd until in Octobar it was only 1.2
conts lower. In Octobar the price of tha st quality frosh eges actually was
higlsr, but when pullat scecs appsarad on the marlet it drepped »lov acain. The
avarage price for this voar thru Cctobar was 3 cents loas than h e average for the
corragponding pariod a vear pnroviouslv, which in tun was tho lowast sine® ths war,
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Storuse holdings of dressed poultrv, amounting to 14t million pounds,
in Jmuary, were ths highe st on record. The derim 4 was sustained however and
daalers were ahle to move their stocks altho prices mere Ilower. The out of
sorage movement was accelorated by the moderate receipts which were lower tran
1726 in spite of the low epg prices, which would lead ons to expect producers to
market soms lavine stock.In Auoust and September at tle end of the out of storage
ard the begimine of the into sterace movems at, the stecks on hand were very litts
creater than the five vear average. On Decemrer 1 the holdings at the ten
principal markets were onlv tlree-fourths as grsnt as Iast vear.

Poultrv precaucts more neariv apvre ach the Iuxurv class than most of the
important agricultiral products. "hen bucinses is cood thev hae 3 cod market.
Jusiness hag not been particularly active this vear. Iron production has daclinad
and steel prices aro the loweet since 1916. Retail traje is slowsr than last vear.
Building is active but bank loans reflct a less active state of wusimkss. )

An expected rise in Octoter failed to owur. [nusrast ratas are low, howsver, 50
busirs ss mav pick up. Prosm cts for egz prodi cers 40 nrt smam bricht, In grnite
of low prices, eggs have not heen moving rapidlv, Gonsi derin~ tha storage and

frozen ggg holdings with th s tsrdnecv to winter esgr prcducticn, eecs apresr to be
in 2 weak position, Tha outicok for pouitrv prices is brig'ter. Altho beaf is
high in price, pork is low, so litt support can be expecied from otker meats.
Howaver, storage holdings arc not grest and receipts havo bsen lover than last
veab. Furthermers , thas market in poultrv has teen activsa. Statistically poultrv
seems to be in a firm conditi on.

.Returns from Poultrr on tlke Pine County Farm
Accounting Routé

The returns from the poutry entsrprise on the farms on the Fine County
Farm Account ing Route at Askov in 1226 were tarelv laregs ancuch to pav the exmenses.
A detailed statememt of income and cost for both 1925 = 4 1926 appears in the tatle
on page 3. The lower gain in 192€ is due principally to thke lower ovrice of eggs.

As is generally the case, there was a wids range in pm fit tetween
different farms. Of 24 faymms having peuwliry i4 shows d pains, the greatest keing
& . - ' W 3 <oy
n108 on a farm havine a¥out 120 honsg with an average production of 127 epmss’:

10 showed losses, ths greatest Yreing 50, Severai factors influence pouliry profits.
The flock should be largse ocnough bto make it worth while to care for them properly.
Attent ion must b2 given to feea.as proner lv witheut unduiv i1n:roasing psts. A

large production of emrs isvoury esscuvial becaus hersa poulirv production is wmn-
ducted under handicaps, <wuch as are encouniersd in
A

Fins CUsurty, pw fits can he had
only bo conducting the anterrrisa at = high point of afticiencv.
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Raturns from Foultry per Flock

Pim Countv Tarm Accounti ng Routs

1925 192
Amount Vg lue Amount Value
Ilumber of heng 80 84
Racai ptgsz ;
Fges = Oalas, doz,. 756 %022 731 Al197
Usad in housa, doz. 98 25 119 31
Poutry - Sglag 32 25
Usnd in house 10 12
Increase in flock 24 -
Manure & %
Total Racaipts 2319 %269
Bxpenses:
Feed = Grain, 1lbs. 1702 33 1910 33
fommarcial feads, 1bs, 4098 108 3703 87
Skimmilk, atc, s Aehg 5 3472 9 3358 10
Othar 14 I
Total Frsgd 8164 141
Man lator, hours 335 67 323 64
Cash 31 15
Dacrease in flock - 1t
Othe r 32 23
Total Bxnoanes #2094 8264
Gain on poultry 25 5
Mumber ~f eges par hen 129 122
Avarags sallinz prica o nrggs 29,34 26 .94
From tho information in the tabhlo it seams avidant that poultrv raising
uniar condi tions similar to thesa exigtine in Pina Gountv is not highlv profitabla,
It should ba not=d, howsvar, that #h » pou'tr— @gi4 market prica for fasd and all
other costg. Poultry incrrases the farm incomn as loneg as anv raturn for labor is

12d8 even thouch it bs small. In tl grain raisin- s*ctions poultrv undourtedly

ads muck lirgsr rturns. Farm flocks in aich sec* ions fornish savara comprtition
10 commarcia l poultrv mPnand farmars ho must buv faagj, Yot onlv can pou'try fomea
for a much graatar sharsa f its livine in sich areas tut thh grain fad is cheapar,
™t farm figek wi 1 misk e 4 substantinl contritition toth f arm incoms avan thoush

rﬂzlcss o low anough to Arive comparcial pou’try man without sprcial advantares out
I tha husinegs.

Andm'-v To HOVQ"St ad-

‘

":f’t": RFaginnine with tha Jamarv 1928 numbar, the Farm Management Servics Notes
111 be issuad on tha 20+h of the month instead of on tha 10th,




