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MINWESOTA FARM MANAGEIENT SERVICE HOTES
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Prepared by the Farm Mona
Andrew Boss, G.A. Pond, L.B. Bassett,
L.F. Garey, A.T. Hoverstad

gement Group at University Farm, St. Paul, Minn.
7.L. Cavert,

Production Trends in Minnesota Agriculture

Table I -~ Relative Prodnuction of the Different Classes of Livestock in Minnesota*
_ (Bosed on Animal Units**)

1290 1600 110 1920

¥ind of Animal % of  Animal 4 of  Animal 9 of Animel % of
11vostock _units  total units  total units total units total
Horses & 3 . . X :

ules 495,034 24.0 781,210  2B.0 gsk,101  23.2 977,746 22.7
cattle 1,291,214 62.6 1,802,793 60.0 2,730,371 63.3 2,709,262 62.9
Swine 1u2,322 6.9 243,377 §.1 292,536 7.9 417,804 9.7
. Sheep L057 3.3 57,098 2.1 7%, 629 2.0 64, €09 1.5
Poultry 6o 005 3.2 11& 1,177 3.8 172 734 2.6 177,8%2 302

Total 5 060,602 100 3,004,655 100 3,681,471 100 §,307,253 100

There has been a steady increase in the amount of livestock on Minnesota
farms from decade t o decade since 1890. ILivestcck production has become but.
little more intensive, however, than in the earlier years. This is indicated by
the number of crop acres per animal unit by decades. In 1390 there were 4,08
crop acres ner animal unit; in 1900, 5.0%; in 1910, 4,02; and in 1920, 4.02.

While the total livestock on farms has increased steadily it has increased only @
little more rapidly than new crop land has been added to Minnesota farms.

The percentage proportion of horses and sheep has steadily tho slowly
declined since 1900. Poultry has remeined comparatively statle. The greatest
fluctuation has been in cattle and swine. TIn 1920 the decrease in horses and
sheep is offset by the increase in swine, which appear to be gaining more rapidly
than any other class of stock. The figures vsed are from the census reports and
no attempt has been made to separate da;r; cattle from other cattle.

The introduction of more corn and the increased proportion in acreage
of feed crops such as oats and barley since 1920 has laid the foundation for more
intensive stocking of farms. The use of sweet clover pasture will permit carry-
ing many more animals per acre than the old t:pe of timothy and clover or blue-
grass pasture. The use of alfalfa and soybeans for hay will permit still further
intensification of livestock production. These should be the next steps forward
in the livestock program for Minnesota. £ tvaken, and then followed by herd

improvement thru close culling and better feoding and care, they should lead to
much better and more stable farm incomes.

* The tables are comviled from data furnished by the Bureau of A:rlcultural

Economics, United States Denartmeat of iLgriculture.
*¥ An animal unit is the approxlmate equivalent, from the'standpoint of manure
produced and feed required, of a mature cow or horse. It is customary
to count as an animal unit 2 head of young cattle or colts, U calves,
5 meture hogs, 10 pigs or shoats, 7 sheep, 14 lambs or 100 fowls The

temm 1s used for purposes o7 comparing different classes of anlmals and to
compute dodal amount of livestoclz on farms.



Table IY - Crop Acreages and Per Jent

.‘2-'

of Total Crop Lend in Each Crop

o1 13 1900 1910 1520 1924
2ok ->gcres?ﬁ__ja~7HAqug_’_ 9 Acres 4 Acres 4 hcres %
Theat 2,372,283 35.8 6,561,804 U3, 4 3,280,788 22,2 3,792,000 22,7 1,527,000 9.0
oa:: 1 %;2 5; %2 2,?07 Zs7 14.6 2,970,Lu4l4 20.1  3,L42k,L93 20.5 4,266,000 22.2
corn 904,299 9.6 1,136,359 9.5 2,009.853 13.6 2,372,088 1k,2 _u 512,000 26,
Hay & : .
f 2,712,898 28.8 3,159,990 20.9 3,945,813 26.7 5,011,453 30.0 3, 974,000 23,
Fiiigc ;él 423 3,2 2 559, b74 3.7 354,680 2.4 283,982 1.7 659,000 3.8
Barley 357,92 3.8 876,935 5.2 1,566,503 10.6 818,537 Uu4.9 962,000 5.6
t .
Pioié 103,618 1.1 151,195 1.0 221,674 1.5 334,097 2.0 367,000 2.1
Rye 65,938 .7 120,957 .8 266,010 1.8 651,489 3.9 766,000 L.5
Buck=- ; . : ; )
D;heat - - o & - 50,000 .3
Other 13,340 .2 h5 o e 16;,562 Al 16_195 ol *20,000 .1

Total 9,U19,785 100 15,119,570 100 1Y,778,337 100 16,704,84k 100 17,103,000 100
*mstimated.

In the agriculture of Minnesota wheat was in the ascendency from 1870
until 1900 when it reached the peak in production. The surplus production cul-
minating in 1200 was followed by 2 period of disastrously low prices. Black stem
rust and insect pects reduced yields and also discouraged wheat growers. As a

2L L
consequence the percentage of crop land in wheat - Y3.L in 1900 - was reduced to
22.2 in 1510.

The decrease in wheat acreage was folloved by significant increases in
four other crops, namely, hey and forage, oats, berley and corn. In this period .
barley wic repliciag wheat as 2 cash crop it hav1né iound a2 place in the rapidly
growing brew1n~ business then developing in liinnesota. The increase in-corn acre—
age was quite significant but the greatest increases were in hay and forage crops
and in oats and barley. Corn 7as not yet regarded as a safe crop for large acre-

ages. D inz the next decade wheat maintained its place in the crop production
war., While there was no increase

program tzcause of the influence of the worlc
in acreage during this time neither was there a decrcase.

Bince 1520 because of low prices and small yields due to black stem rust
the wheat acreage has again been materially reduced vntil in 1924 a total of only
1,438,000 acres of spring wheat 2ad 89,000 acres of winter wheat were raised.

This represents only 9 per cent of the total land in crop, the lowest relative
acreage in the history of the state. In the decade between 1910 and 1920 the
arev.test decrecss in crop acreage was in barley. This decrease is due no doubt
%8 the less of the brewing indrstry as a market fo- the nroduct. The flax acre-
ége also suffered & méterial reduction due to the nr=valence of flax wilkt on the
e.c land I te the sma2ll) ame'% of new land coming under cultivation, To offeét
the decrease in wheat acreage there has been a decided increase in corn production

since 19c0. The proportion of land in the crop has risen from 1L4.2 per cent in
1920 to ZC.S per cent in 192U. The proportion of land in oats has been increased

4l per cent and the flax acreage has been doubled between the years 1920 and 192U4.

The above table shows that the shift in crops in Minnesote has heen rwoyv,
from wheat and radically towatd corn with a material increase in the oat acreage.
There have been increases also in the proportion of land in rye, potatoes and flax.
There has been a2 striking increase in the legume forage crops of the state also as
indicated in the renmor% on alfalfa acreage in the December 1924 issue of the Tarm
Menagement Servicd Totss (70.25). This legume increase should be strongly encour-

aged in support of better agricultursl nrogram for the state.



Crop Qutlook for 1925

Statistically farm crops are in a strong position. The;elis izeiEEZant
world shortage of bread grains which the next crop may or may nf:'~u11yb€tter
At the presecat time nearly all crop products are selling at rolf ive Jbsy The
prices than livestock or livestock products, exzcept ezgs, wogl.dnd lgm . o
demand for wheat and flax continves strong with consequent rising prices. T 1Y
conditions in countries that compete in the production of w?eat.and flax are i:;e
ported to be unfavorables There is a possibility that good vrices may SFlgutbe
an unfortunately large acrease of these crops. Parmers shovlq keep 1n‘T13 tites
fact that it is easily possible to overproduce wheat and flax in the United § af
and Canada and thus violently reduce prices and profits. = However, ope?atO?S 0 Leat
large farms in sections whete corn is not a sure crop are likely to agealn find whe
and flax smong their most prcfitable enterpris es in 1925.

The short corn crop of last year will result in empty cribsnearly in the
spring. This is almost sure to result in good prices for.corn next fall th? ;
pfomise early in the summer of a "bumper corn crop" will likely c?use a decllng n
ﬁrice in late swmmer or early fall. Those farming in sections where corn ordinar-
ily does well should provide for the uswal acreage or mare.

Oats and barley prices are high in sympathy with corn prices. Both grOps
are substituted for corn as feed when that crop runs short. It is much more dif~
ficult to maintain good prices for these feed crops than for the bread grains and
corne. The acreage of either oats or barley should be further increased very
cautiously except under conditions where they form the main fecd crops or where they
normally yield a large crop of premium guality.

The acreage of potatoes, sugar beets amd other intensive crops should not
expand rapidly in view of the shortage of farm labor and high wages. Where surplus
labor is available and soil and climatic conditions are favorable they may be grown
to advantage.

Farmers should continue to expand the acreage of sweet clover pasture and
of alfalfa for hay. Attention to improving the quality of tame grass pastures by
top dressing and reseeding will bring its reward in greater economy in livestock

production. Land kept in grass or legumes will gather strangth for greater vroduc—
tion when again needed for cultivation.

Only 75 per cent of the usual fall plowing was done in 1924. This will
be a handicap in small grain growing and especially for wheat and oats if the spring
should open late. -

Livestock Outlook for 1925

Sheep still maintain their position as the most profitable class of live~
stock.  Wool is strong demand and likely to remain so thruout the year. Breeding
ewes are conscguently relatively high priced, It is a poor time to speculate but

those neeling sheep permanently in their farm business may well buy a madest founda-
tion as opvwortunity is offered.

The short corn crop has sent hogs to market early and the supply is sold
Iv is probabdble that 2 short pig crop will be farrowed.
are likely to go higher in 1cte spring and early summer.

farrows his pigs early and finishes at six to seven months
profits.

short. Prices for pork
The hog raiser who

is Likely to moke good
Farmers in corn territory should maintain a good acreage of corn and
grow a lerge crop of pigs, It is likely to be one of the best combinations of the
year.
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s who raise their
ng period may come

Not much can be said of the beef business. Tho
cettle on pasturs and chenp byproducts with a short finish
omt whole end proserve their foundation for the tetter tim

S

s coming.

o Hew

Dairy conditions promise to be as good as last year. In fact there
is a prospect for some improvement provided a business depvression does not occur
to limit the buying »Hower of czonsumers. Pouliry likewise is holding up stronzly
but prices wduld be saricusly disturbEd by 2 eurtailment of buying power. Neither
dairying nor poultry/can §t&nd more than nermel cxoensSion.

Farmers with well matured plans for the conduct of their farm business
should not disturb their rogular program. So far as possible without extra
expense they con well place emphasis on corn, forage crops, hcgs and sheep.  The
normal producitgn of other products seems advisable.

A, Be



