
 
 

Give to AgEcon Search 

 
 

 

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library 
 

 
 

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search. 

 
 
 

Help ensure our sustainability. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AgEcon Search 
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu 

aesearch@umn.edu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C. 

https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu


CI RCULAR No. 16 FARM MANAGEMENT SERVICE NOTES APRIL. 1918 

CosT oF GROWING PoTAToEs 
(EsTIMATED To APPROXIMATE 1918 CoNDITIONs) 

RECORDS FOR CLAY CouNTY ARE BASED ON A COST OF PRODUCTION SURVEY COVERING TWO 
SEAS ONS ON 25 FARMS WITH A TOTAL POTATO ACREAGE OF 3 . 450 ACRES • AVERAGING 138 ACRES 
PER FARM *. THE 1918 ESTIMATE BASED ON THIS DATA REPRESENTS THE COST UNDER LARGE SC ALE 
PRO DU CTION METHODS . THE AVERAGE YIELD PER ACRE WAS 122 BU . 

THE RECORDS FOR OTHER LOCALITIES IN THE STATE•• ARE BASED ON THE SAME SURVEY 
COV ERING 46 FARMS WITH A TOTAL POTATO ACREAGE OF 841 ACRES , AVERAGING 18 ACRES PER FA RM. 
AVERAGE YIELD 116 BU. PER ACRE. THE 1918 ESTIMATE BASED ON THIS DATA REPRESENTS THE 
COS T UN DER ORDINARY MACHINE SCAL E PRODUCTION AND IS APPLICABLE TO A LARGE NUMBER OF 
FARMS IN THE STATE . IT SHOULD BE BORNE IN MIND THAT THESE ARE ESTIMATES , BASED ON 
K~OWN QUANTITI ES BUT ASSUMED PRICES. IF THE INDIVIDUAL GROWER US FS A DIFFERENT QU AN T I TY 
OR PAYS A DIFFERENT PRICE ·HIS COST WILL VARY FROM THE FIGURES QUOTED. 

EsTIMATED AcRE CosT oF GROWING PoTATOEs , 1918 

================== ============ ========= ======== === === ======= ============= == ====== ========= 

ITEM 
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I 
I 
JUNIT 

I QuANTITIES I I VALUES ToTAL Cosr 
1- - - -------------- - - ------------ - - -
1 CLAY I "OTHER" I I CLAY I "OTHER" I CLAY I "OTHER " 
!CouNTY !CouNTIES I RATE ; CouNTY !CouNTIES !CouNTY !CouNTIES 

= ========== = ===== ====== ==== == == ========== == == =========== = ========== == ==== == == ==;~ = ====~== ~ 

LABOR , MAN !HouR 38 
LA BOR , HoRsEIHouR 69 
CA SH PICKING!Bu . 122 

SEED - I Bu . 1 0 
PAR IS GRE EN JLss . 3 
CoN TAINERS I 

( SACKS) J 100# 73 
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. 11 
3 . 00 

5 0 10 
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I 
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I INDIR ECT 

-------------- I Ex PENSE 
l $56.39 l $48 . 27 
I 1 . 69 I 1 . 45 
1-58 . 08-l-49 . 72-

I 
I 
I 

AVERAGE yIELD PER ACRE I 122 116 
AVERAGE COST PER BUSHELl $.47 $.43 

==== ======== = ==== ======== == = ===== = == =~ == == = == = === == ============= = ~========------------- ---- - --===== · 
No TE - To APPROXIMATE 1917 COST ADD ABOUT $10 PER ACRE TO COVER ADDITIONAL SEED COST 

LAST YEAR. 

FROM POTAT O SURVEY MADE BY OFFICE OF FARM MGMT , U.S . DEPARTM~ NT OF AGRICULTURE 19 13-14 
UsED BY COURTESY OF THAT OFFICE, 

'• ANoKA, CHISAGO, IsANTI , MILLE LAcs AND SHERBURNE CouNTIES . 

' ' *GROWE RS IN THESE COUNTIES USUALLY SHIP POTATOES VNSACKED AND HENCE THE CONTAIN F.R 
COST IS LOW. 
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