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AgEcon Search User Survey Summary 
 

In October 2013 a 5-question user survey was initiated to assess current and desired uses of AgEcon Search.  The 
survey was completed by 224 respondents over a 2-week period. 
 
Q1. When asked to indicate the value of various possible “enhanced features” to AgEcon Search, the % of 
respondents who ranked choices as Very Valuable or Somewhat Valuable were 

1. Receive email updates by Subject Category, such as Food Security or Farm Management 90.0% 
2. Select multiple papers to save, export, download, or print    84.5% 
3. Limit searches by date range, such as 2000-2009    79.6% 
4. Limit searches to document types such as journal articles or conference papers  78.2% 
5. Generate a citation to a paper in a common format such as APA or MLA    77.7%  

 
Very few respondents added an “Other feature not listed,” although several requested the inclusion of eBooks.  
 
Q2. Asked to rate six current features of AgEcon Search from Great! to Poor, over 80% of the respondents ranked 
“Timeliness of Information”, “Searching” and “Email updates of new content” in the Great! or Good category. 
 
Q3. This open-ended question asked respondents to name their favorite feature of AgEcon Search. These 6 ideas 
were mentioned most often: 

 Free access to the full text of documents 

 Having many documents available at the same site 

 Weekly e-mail updates to help readers stay current in the field 

 Currency of the papers 

 Focus on the areas of agricultural and applied economics 

 Ease of searching by topic 
 
The ability to browse by author name, broad subject area, or institution was also mentioned a number of times, as 
was access to grey literature such as working papers and conference papers. 
 
Q4. The 208 respondents who indicated what country they were working in when using AgEcon Search represent 
44 different countries from all regions of the world.  

   
 
 
Q5. When asked for additional comments, 42 of the 132 respondents who answered this question simply 
expressed their gratitude for the service. The largest general category of comments was suggestions for better 
search features and limits that are now familiar to many researchers and students. The next group encouraged 
AgEcon Search to continue to stay up to date, adding features such as a mobile site. The other common theme 
was about how useful AgEcon Search is for instructors and students. 
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