
 
 

Give to AgEcon Search 

 
 

 

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library 
 

 
 

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search. 

 
 
 

Help ensure our sustainability. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AgEcon Search 
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu 

aesearch@umn.edu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C. 

https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu


J. OF THE NORI'HE1\S'l'ERN AGR. ECDN. <XXJNCIL VOL. XII, NO. 2, FALL, 1983 

Abstracts of Organized Synposia 

MI~Ul'ER USES AND APPLICATIONS IN NORI'HEASTERN AGRICl.JIIIURE 

Coordinator: Pradeep Ganguly, Universicy of Ma.l:yland {Adjunct) 
and the State of Maryland (DEX:D/Research) 

Participants: Robert L. Christensen, Universicy of Massachusetts; 
G. Art Hussey, Northeast Corrputer Institute; 
H. D:>n Tilrron, Universicy of DelCMare; 
John w. ~song, Universicy of MaJ:yland 

The objectives of this s.ynposium were: 
1. To present an overvie.-.r of micrcx:x:nputer uses 

and agricultural sofbNare developnents in the 
Northeast; 

2. 'Ib present sarrple prograrrs designed for 
Northeastern agriculture; 

3. 'Ib evaluate risk managerrent with the aid of 
microcx::rrputers; 

4. 'Ib present an o ·•ervie.-.r of the objectives of 
the Northeast Corrputer Institute. 

The All-Risk Crcp Insurance Evaluation 
(ARCIE) program, developed cy Steve Griffin at 
Texas A&M Universicy, was presented cy H. D:>n 
Tilrron. 'Ihe purpose of this program is to assist 
farrrers in their analysis of crop insurance as a 
risk managerrent tool. Tilrron examined the pos
sible applications and usefulness in the North
east. 

"Dairy 2 - A Micrcx:x:nputer Program for Dairy 
Crcp Managerrent, " developed cy Pradeep Ganguly 
and Jdm W. ~song at the Universicy of Ma.l:yland, 
was presented cy Jdm w. ~song. Available for 
several microccrrputers, this program can be used 
to provide managerrent rea::mrendations for dairy
crop fanns in the Northeast. ~song dE!!!Dnstrated 
the program 1 s application on a cypical 100-co.v 
dairy-crop farm. 

Robert L. Christensen focused his attention 
on the 1 use of micrcx:x:nputers in extension mar-

keting prograrrs. 1 Olristensen noted that while 
"the emergence of micrcx:x:nputer and associated 
service industries has placed the potential for 
data acquisition and analysis in the hands of 
roost c:amercial fanrers," sofbNare availabilicy 
still is a serious limiting factor in the adop
tion of the ne.-.r technolog{ in agriculture. He 
also indicated that software availabilicy was 
extremely limited in marketing and risk manage
ment. 

The mission and objectives of the ne.-.rly 
formed Northeast Corrputer Institute were pre
sented cy its Director, G. Art Hussey. Located 
at the Pennsylvania State Universicy, the Insti
tute will provide technical information services 
support to the cooperative extension, research, 
and resident education functions of the member 
institutions. Hussey outlined three objectives 
of the Northeast Corrputer Institute: (1) to 
evaluate existing sofbNare, (2) to develop and 
distribute training materials, and (3) to camun
icate the carputer adoption developnents across 
the region. 

During the open discussion period of this 
well attended s.ynposium, the speakers clarified 
several issues including sofbNare source, costs 
and availabilicy procedures, unique applications 
cy fanrers and other end users, and the overall 
role of land grant institutions in this area. 

EXPANDIN; MEMBERSHIP PARI'ICIPATION 

Coordinator: 
Participants: 

G. L. Cole, Universicy of DelCMare 
F. Webster, Universicy of Vermont 
J. Delphendahl, Universicy of Maine 
v. Norton, Universicy of MaJ:yland 
D. Rossi, Rutgers, The State Universicy of New Jersey 
A. lllloff, Universicy of New Hanpshire 

The purpose of the s.ynposium was to present 
a report fran the Ad Hoc Corrmittee on Meztbership 
Participation. Various alternatives for expan
ding membership participation were presented. A 
clear rnajoricy of the Corrmittee and of the audi
ence favored changing to an elected executive 
carmi ttee consisting of 4-6 rnerrbers in addition 
to the president, president elect and past presi
dent, with the editor and secretary-treasurer as 
non-voting ltle!Tt>ers . Election cy mail ballot was 
supported with concerns expressed al::out regional
icy of representation. Other suggestions in-
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eluded encouraging additional graduate student 
memberships, continuing the M.S. thesis CMard, 
developing an undergraduate papers section at 
the annual meeting, irrproving rrarbership camuni
cations with a ne.-.rsletter, encouraging roore par
ticipation fran rural sociologists in the region 
and developing roore systenatic procedures for 
selection of ccrrrnittee Jre!Tbers and manuscript 
revie.-.rers. · 

The ccrrrnittee will prepare rea::mrendations 
for council cy-lCM changes to be discussed at the 
1984 annual business meeting. 


