
 
 

Give to AgEcon Search 

 
 

 

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library 
 

 
 

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search. 

 
 
 

Help ensure our sustainability. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AgEcon Search 
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu 

aesearch@umn.edu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C. 

https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu


 
 

__________________________ 

Agricultural Production Economics 
 

The Art of Production Theory 
 

 

David L. Debertin 

___________________________________ 
 

 



 

 

Agricultural Production Economics 

The Art of Production Theory 

 

Agricultural Production Economics (The Art of Production Theory) is a companion book of color illustrations 
to Agricultural Production Economics (Second Edition, Amazon Createspace 2012)  and is a free download. A 
bound print copy is also available on amazon.com at a nominal cost under the following ISBN numbers: 
  
 ISBN- 13: 978-1470129262   

ISBN- 10: 1470129264 

This is a book of full-color illustrations intended for use as a companion to Agricultural Production Economics, Second 
Edition. Each of the 98 pages of illustrations is a large, full-color version of the corresponding numbered figure in the 
book Agricultural Production Economics. The illustrations are each a labor of love by the author representing a 
combination of science and art. They combine modern computer graphics technologies with the author’s skills as both as a 
production economist and as a graphics artist. Technologies used in making the illustrations trace the evolution of 
computer graphics over the past 30 years. Many of the hand-drawn illustrations were initially drawn using the Draw 
Partner routines from Harvard Graphics®. Wire-grid 3-D illustrations were created using SAS Graph®. Some illustrations 
combine hand-drawn lines using Draw Partner and the draw features of Microsoft PowerPoint® with computer-generated 
graphics from SAS®. As a companion text to Agricultural Production Economics, Second Edition, these color figures 
display the full vibrancy of the modern production theory of economics. 

 
This is one of three agricultural economics textbooks by David L. Debertin. Agricultural Production Economics (Second 
Edition, Amazon Createspace 2012) is a revised edition of the Textbook Agricultural Production Economics published by 
Macmillan in 1986 (ISBN 0-02-328060-3). and a free pdf download of the entire book.  As the author, I own the 
copyright. Amazon markets bound print copies of the book at amazon.com at a nominal price for classroom use. Bound 
paper copies of the book can also be ordered through college bookstores using the following ISBN numbers:  

 
ISBN-13 978-1469960647 or 
ISBN-10 1469960648 

The third book is aimed at upper-division undergraduate students of microeconomics in agricultural economics and 
economics. It is a 242-page book titled Applied Microeconomics (Consumption, Production and Markets) and is a free 
download. Bound print copies are also available at amazon.com and through college bookstores at a nominal cost under 
the following ISBN numbers:  

ISBN‐13: 978‐1475244342 
ISBN-10: 1475244347 

 
This book Applied Microeconomics is much newer than Agricultural Production Economics, having been completed in 
2012. As the author, I would suggest downloading and studying this Applied Microeconomics book before diving into 
Agricultural Production Economics. This book uses spreadsheets to calculate numbers and draw graphs. Many of the 
examples and numbers are the same ones used in Agricultural Production Economics, so the two books are tied to each 
other. 
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was published in hardback by Macmillan in 1986. He began work on the second edition of the book after the 
Macmillan edition went out of print in 1992, taking advantage of emerging two-and three-dimensional 
computer graphics technologies by linking these to the calculus of the modern theory of production economics. 
This is a book of full-color illustrations intended for use as a companion to Agricultural Production Economics, 
Second Edition. Each of the 98 pages of illustrations is a large, full-color version of the corresponding 
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Figure 5.4 Isoquants and a Production Surface (Panel A)
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Figure 5.4 Isoquants and a Production Surface (Panel B)



Figure 5.4 Isoquants and a Production Surface (Panel C)
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Figure 5.4 Isoquants and a Production Surface (Panel D)
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Figure 5.4 Isoquants and a Production Surface (Panel F)
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