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Dr. Leo C. Polopolus

Lifetime Achievement Award

+ AAEA Fellow, 1995

* Professor and Chairman (1973-83), Depart-
ment of Food and Resource Economics,
University of Florida, Gainesville, 1969-
present

* CSRS Representative, Cooperative State Re-
search Service, U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, 1984-91

¢ Co-Director, Center for Greek Studies, Uni-
versity of Florida, 1980—present

* Co-Director, Center for Agricultural Law,
University of Florida, 198287

+ Assistant Dean, Graduate School, University
of Florida, 1969~-73

¢ Research Economist to Director, Economic
Research Department, Florida Citrus Com-
mission, and Adjunct Associate Professor,
University of Florida, 1965-68

» Assistant and Associate Professor, Depart-
ment of Agricultural Economics and Agri-
business, Louisiana State University, 1960—
65

» Naumes Family Visiting Professor in Agri-
business, Leavey School of Business, Santa
Clara University, California, 1985

* Visiting Professor of Marketing, Mediterra-
nean Agronomic Institute, Chaina, Greece,
1988

* President, American Agricultural Economics
Association, 1982—-83

« Editor, American Journal of Agricultural
Economics, 1972-74

« Editorial Advisory Councils: Choices,
1984-87; Agribusiness: An International
Journal, 1983~present; Agricultural and Hu-
man Values, 1984—present

» Awards: Outstanding Junior Faculty Award,
Gamma Sigma Delta, 1971; co-winner,
AAEA Essay Contest, 1969; Distinguished
Service Award, Florida Citrus Commission,

1969; Research Award, Florida Fruit and
Vegetable Association, 1991, Certificate of
Merit, CSRS/USDA, 1991

Leo C. Polopolus has significantly contributed
to the agricultural economics discipline in the
fields of agricultural marketing and agricultur-
al labor, having been heavily involved with the
latter for some time. Serving as consultant to
the U.S. Secretary of Labor, he evaluated var-
ious minimum wage and overtime hour ex-
emptions to the Fair Labor Standards Act and
later assisted, through research, with the ini-
tiation of unemployment insurance for farm
workers under federal statute.

His overriding research philosophy has
centered around the solution of real-world
problems for decision makers. Several new ap-



proaches and methodologies were developed
for the profession as a result of his work, and
he is recognized with distinction for his re-
search on synthetic and substitute foods. One
of his former graduate students (now president
and CEO of a large agribusiness firm) stated,
“Polopolus has made a major contribution to
agribusiness management, both within the
United States and around the world. . . . One
of his greatest attributes is that he really knows
how to use his economics knowledge to solve
practical problems in agriculture and busi-
ness.”

Perhaps Polopolus’ most unique talent is
his capacity to simplify complex economic is-
sues into oral and written language easily un-
derstood by the general public. One of his col-
leagues noted, ‘“He is a relentless educator.
The remarkable aspect is that he approaches
issues in such a way that the person or group
does not recognize at the time that this is tak-
ing place; they are merely having an interest-
ing discussion.”” This talent has also contrib-
uted to his outstanding performance as teacher,
leader, author, invited lecturer, and witness be-
fore numerous congressional committees and
state legislative and administrative bodies.

Polopolus’ students, first at Louisiana State
University, and since at the University of Flor-
ida, have praised his teaching abilities and the
mutual respect that he fosters in student/fac-
ulty relationships. These qualities also en-
hance his role as Co-Director of the University
of Florida’s Center for Greek Studies, a posi-

tion he has held since the Center’s inception
in which he was a primary player. Showing
great respect for his heritage, he avidly sup-
ports not only the Center but also the larger
Greek community in Florida and in the South.
He puts his talents as an amateur musician to
use in annual fundraisers to support these af-
filiations.

Polopolus’ outgoing personality and his ex-
ceptional communication skills make him a
natural leader. As such, he served first as Di-
rector of Economic Research for the Florida
Citrus Commission, and later as Assistant
Dean of the Graduate School and Chairman of
the Food and Resource Economics Depart-
ment at the University of Florida.

He has authored more than 200 publica-
tions—two books, Marketing Sugar and Other
Sweeteners, and Vegetable Markets in the
Western Hemisphere; numerous book chap-
ters; professional journal articles; mono-
graphs; bulletins; papers; and various trade
and popular publications. As president of the
American Agricultural Economics Associa-
tion, he initiated the creation of Choices mag-
azine, and he served as editor for the Ameri-
can Journal of Agricultural Economics.

Regarded as a pioneer in the field of agri-
business, Polopolus is a charter member of the
Southern Agricultural Economics Association.
His professional contributions to southern ag-
riculture are unparalleled, and his talents and
leadership have been, and continue to be, in-
valuable assets to the profession.



Patricia A. Duffy

1997-98 President

Patricia A. Duffy grew up in Pembroke, Mas-
sachusetts, where she attended Silver Lake High
School. She received her B.A. from Boston Col-
lege in English and French. After completing
her undergraduate degree, she joined the Peace
Corps and spent two years teaching vocational
agriculture in Zaire. She then attended Texas
A&M University and received a Ph.D. in Ag-
ricultural Economics in 1985. Before complet-
ing her degree, she spent one year in Washing-
ton, DC, as a legislative aide to a U.S.
Representative, working primarily on issues re~
lated to the federal budget.

Dr. Duffy accepted a faculty position at Au-
burn University in 1985, and is currently a pro-
fessor of agricultural economics at that insti-
tution. She has taught a variety of classes,
including agricultural policy, agricultural mar-
keting, econometrics, production economics,
and research methods. Her primary undergrad-
uate teaching responsibility involves farm man-
agement. In 1994, along with her colleagues
Neil R. Martin, Jr., and Gregory Traxler, Dr.
Duffy received the Southern Agricultural Eco-
nomics Association teaching award for her
work in that curriculum.

Dr. Duffy’s research has focused primarily on
agricultural policy and farm management. In the
policy area, she worked for several years on a
project to evaluate the effects of boll weevil
eradication on cotton producers, and has also
conducted work on the effects of other agricul-
tural policy on cotton production and exports.
Some of her recent farm management research
has involved examining the profitability of al-
ternative stocking rates and feeding regimes for
stocker cattle and developing optimal-schedul-
ing models for horticultural nurseries.

Dr. Duffy served for three years on the ed-
itorial board of the Southern Journal of Agri-
cultural Economics. In 1994, she was elected

second vice president of the Southern Agri-
cultural Economics Association, and subse-
quently served as first vice president of the
Association. She is currently serving on the
Foundation Board of the American Agricul-
tural Economics Association and is a member
of the editorial board of the Southern Business
and Economic Journal.

At Auburn University, Dr. Duffy has been
a member of the University Senate, the Uni-
versity Senate Rules Committee, the Core Cur-
riculum Oversight Committee, and the York
Lecture Committee. She is now a member of
the Student Grievance Committee and the Fac-
ulty Handbook Review Committee.

Patricia Duffy and her husband, James No-
vak, live in Opelika, Alabama. They have one
child, Sylvia.






