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FRESH MARKET VEGETABLE PRICES

VEGETABIJES, MEILONS, STRAWRERRIES
Monthly and Season Averages
By Commadities, Seasonal Groups, Staies, and United States, 1959-~65

This publication presents revised official estimates of prices of principal fresh market
vegetables, by commodities, seasonal groups, States, and months from January 1959 through
December 1965, Estimates in this bulletin for the period from January 1959 through December
1661 supersede fresh market vegetable prices published in Statistical Bulletin 318, That bulletin
‘also included price data for the period from January 1954 through December 1958, and these data
have not been revised. Price data by States and months are not available prior to 1954 for fresh
market vegetables.

In this publication, the term 'frésh market'! refers to that crop or portion of a crop which
has been s0ld for fresh consumption. It does not include the portion sold for canning, freezing,
or other processing.

These price estimates are based primarily on information obtained by State Statisticians
from growetrs, shippers, wholesale markets, 4nd auction markets, and on quotations from the
market news reports of USDAfs Consuiner and Marketing Service, They represent sales for
the entire wionth, f,o0,b, shipping point, except for garlic, for which prices are reported annually
on & field run bdsis at the packinghouse door.

U. 5. mionthly sverage prices {excluding Alaska and Hawaii) were computed by weighting
State prices by volume of sales during the month. Monthly prices are niot estimated for a State
when sales during the month total less than one-half of 1 percent of the season’s total sales in
that State, Season average prices pertain to a crop year and should not be confused with a
calendar year average, The monthly prices published in this bulletin start with January 1959,
Therefore, prices for sales of the 1959 winter crop that occurred in late 1958 are not shown,
However, monthly pricee for late marketing of the 1958 crop which extended into 1959 are shown.

Due to the seasonal nature of the production of vegetables and melons and their perishability,
information on supplies available during specific perieds of the years was needed to facilitate
orderly marketing. Vegetable, strawberry, and melon estimates, by States, for the 28 principal
crops are clagsified according to the seascn or period within the ssason when the bhulk of each
crop is usually harvested. Forecasts and estimates of acreage and production provide a measure
of suppliee available in specific seasonal periods. The seasonal groupings used are as follows!

SEASONAL GROUPS AND SUBGROUPS USED FOR VEGETABLE
AND MELON CROPS

{Dates refer to period of most active harvest}
Classifications most commonly used

Winter: January, February, March Early Summer: July l-Auguat 15

Sprinpg: April, May, June Late Summer: August 16-September 30

Early Spring: April I-May 15 Fall: Catober, November, December

Late Spring: May 16-June 30 ' Early Fall: October 1-November 15

Summer: July, Auguat, September Late Fall: November 16-December 31
Classificationa used for certain short-season crops

Early Spring: April Early Summer: July

Midspring: May ) Midsummer: August

Late Spring: June Late Summer: September

The seasonal patterns of harvest do not correspond in all Statee exacily to the periods
degignated, Marketing seasong for individual crops overlap, and weather frequently disturbs
normal harvesting schedules, Consequently, the classifications employed are frequently less
precise than the dates indicate.
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Tatle l.--Veégetables, Melons, and Stravberries for Fresh Market: MNomthly and season avarage pricea,
United Stetes 1/, 1659-65
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Teble l.--Vegetabled, Melons, and $trawberries for Prash Market: Monthly and sespon avergge prices;
United States 1/, 1959-65--Con.
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Table 1.--Vegetables, Melona, and Stedibercies for Presh Mar¥et: Monthiy and season averags pifees,
United States 1/, 1959-65--Com.
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i/ Pennaylvanie, Ohio and Indiana.

Z/ Prices estimated only for the years liated.

3/ tonthly prices not avallsble.
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