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Organized Symposia

Annual Meetings, SAEA, Greensboro, North Carolina,
February 1996

TITLE: New Opportunities for Serving the

Agricultural Economics Profession (Moderator:

Walter J. Armbruster, Farm Foundation).

Organizer: Walter J. Armbruster, Farm Founda-

tion.

Participants: Walter J. Armbruster, Farm Founda-

tion, and Larry Libby, Univ. of Fla.

AAEA, C-FARE, the National Association of

Agricultural Economics Administrators, and Farm

Foundation received a grant from the W. K. Kel-

logg Foundation for a project titled “Food, Agricul-

tural and Resource Economics for the 21st Cen-

tury.” The purpose of the grant is to build leadership

capacity and expertise within the agricultural eco-

nomics profession, with particular emphasis on

reaching out to potential audiences currently un-

served by our professional organizations. The proj-

ect’s visioning process will culminate with an event

at the San Antonio AAEA meetings in 1996. The

goal is to develop workable recommendations, an

implementation strategy, and commitments to move

ahead. Obtaining input from current members of

the American and regional agricultural economics

associations, as well as agricultural economists not

currently involved, is an integral part of the process.

This symposium offers an opportunity to provide

input on the future direction of the professional as-

sociations.

TITLE: Emerging Technology and Distance

Learning Education: Applications in Teaching
and Extension (Moderator: Kerry Litzenberg,

Texas A&M Univ.).

Organizers: C. Parr Rosson, III, and Christina

Rountree, Texas A&M Univ.

Participants: Mike Reed, Univ. of Ky.; Valerie

Vantreese, Univ. of Ky.; C. Parr Rosson, III, Texas

A&M Univ.; Christina Rountree, Texas A&M

Univ.; Larry Sanders, Okla. State Univ.; Derrell

Peel, Okia, State Univ.; and Gary McBryde, Texas

A&M Univ.

Electronic technology, from fiber optics to

satellite, has revolutionized public and private

networking capabilities and enhanced educational

opportunities. Yet few teachers and extension edu-

cators are effectively utilizing these recent innova-

tions to expand outreach capability of the land-

grant system. Tighter budgets, fewer faculty, and

the need to share highly specialized expertise

across states, regions, and even nations will require

that educators become adept at using cost-effective

communications systems. The growth in technol-

ogy available for educational purposes has created

tools to aid institutions to better serve private and

public needs. The purpose of this symposium is to

examine how these emerging technologies can as-

sist classroom teachers and extension educators to

improve the effectiveness, content, and delivery of

teaching and extension education programs. Fac-

ulty within the Texas A&M University System,

Oklahoma State University, and the University of

Kentucky have led the region in developing inter-

national trade and marketing programs which

apply emerging electronic and communications

technology to the distance learning setting. Lessons

learned from these recent experiences will be high-

lighted, examined, and discussed.

TITLE: Prospects for Rural Revitalization in

the South (Moderator: Donald R. McDowell, N.C.

A&T State Univ.).
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Organizer: Donald R. McDowell, N.C. A&T

State Univ.

Participants: USDA Economist; Judith I. Stall-

mann, Texas A&M Univ.; Ronald C. Wimberley,

N.C. State Univ.; Magid Dagher, Univ. of Ark. -Pine

Bluffi and Joyce E. Allen, Univ. of Ill.

Recent data indicate that a new rural revival

may be underway. Notwithstanding, rural real

household income has declined, and poverty rates

remain high. Considerable regional variation exists,

and the South lags behind the other regions on

many indicators of economic well-being. Further-

more, the rural South contains several pockets of

poverty. This session addresses prospects for revi-

talization of the persistently poor areas and needed

directions in public policy to stimulate growth and

development.

TITLE: Impact of 1995 Farm Bill on Southern

Commodities (Moderator: Ron Knutson, Texas

A&M Univ.).

Organizer: Ron Knutson, Texas A&M Univ.

Participants: Carl G. Anderson, Texas A&M

Univ.; Edward G. Smith, Texas A&M Univ.; Mi-

chael E. Salassi, La. State Univ.; Joe Musick, La.

State Univ.; Mark Wailer, Texas A&M Univ.; John

R. C. Robinson, Miss. State Univ.; W. Don Shurley,

Univ. of Ga.; Stanley M. Fletcher, Univ. of Ga.;

Andy Schmitz, Univ. of Fla.; and Hal Harris, Clem-

son Univ.

With the 1994 election, the balance of politi-

cal influence in farm policy development arguably

shifted to the Midwest and the Great Plains. In

the process, southern producers of cotton, peanuts,

sugar, and milk worried about the future of their

programs. Moreover, soybean producers have wor-

ried about the spillover effects of increased flexi-

bility (decoupling) upon their price and income

levels. The farm program dependence of southern

commodities makes their producers particularly

vulnerable to program change. While at the time

this proposal is written, the content of the farm bill

is unknown, it will be settled in time for applied

analyses by commodity experts who work directly

with producers, agribusiness, and policy makers.

The work products are designed to serve as educa-

tional tools in extension and in teaching.

TITLE: The Changing Structure of the U.S. and

Southeastern Livestock Industries: Outlook, Is-

sues, and Coping with Change (Moderator: David

P. Anderson, Livestock Marketing Information

Center).

Organizers: David P. Anderson and James G.

Robb, Livestock Marketing Information Center.

Participants: James Mintert, Kans. State Univ.;

Kelly Zering, N.C. State Univ.; Lee Meyer, Univ.

of Ky.; and Derrell Peel, Okla. State Univ.

The beef and pork industries have changed

rapidly in the last few years and will continue to

change in the future. The changes have given rise

to many issues including: market access, vertical

integration, captive supplies, and positioning each

industry in the market of the future. In addition,

the public sector’s role in providing market infor-

mation is changing in response to forces outside

agriculture. Producers continue to try to adapt to

the changes and position themselves for survival.

This symposium addresses current issues of con-

cern to the beef and pork industries, different mar-

keting opportunities, and long-term outlook for the

beef and pork sectors.

TITLE: Interdisciplinary Research: Promoting

Cooperation with Other Disciplines (Moderator:

Randall Lktle, Miss. State Univ.).

Organizers: Randall Little, Miss. State Univ., and

David Schweikhardt, Mich. State Univ.

Participants: Tom Troxel, Univ. of Ark.; Ned Ed-

wards, Miss. State Univ.; Alvin Schupp, La. State

Univ.; and Verner Hurt, Miss. State Univ.

Interdisciplinary research is defined as the de-

velopment and delivery of physical and economic

information that addresses the problems of private

sector decision makers. Interdisciplinary research

is a critical part of the public service mission of the

agricultural economics profession. This sympo-

sium will examine successful cases of interdisci-

plinary research in the agricultural economics

profession to identify (a) common elements in

successful interdisciplinary efforts, (b) obstacles to

effective interdisciplinary research, and (c) means

of improving agricultural economists’ ability to ef-

fectively contribute to interdisciplinary research.
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Three presenters and one discussant with wide-

ranging experiences in interdisciplinary research

will discuss a common set of questions related to

interdisciplinary research and will identify ele-

ments common to successful interdisciplinary re-

search in each case. This symposium will also serve

as an assessment of the profession’s performance in

interdisciplinary research, and will generate discus-

sion on means of improving the incentives and

methods needed to improve interdisciplinary re-

search.

TITLE: Flow Control and the Political Econ-

omy of Solid Waste Management (Moderator:

Ted Feitshans, N.C. State Univ.).

Organizers: Ted Feitshans and Mitch Renkow,
N.C. State Univ.

Participants: Ted Feitshans, N.C. State Univ.;

Mitch Renkow, N.C. State Univ.; Andrew G. Kee-

ler, Univ. of Ga.; Ed Regan, N.C. Assoc. of County

Commissioners; and Greg Peverall, American Re-

fuse Systems.

Flow control has recently emerged as a hotly

debated issue in both the courts and legislative bod-

ies, the resolution of which is likely to have eco-

nomic and environmental consequences for years

to come. At issue is the extent to which local gov-

ernments can control the disposal and recycling of

solid waste generated within their jurisdiction.

Commercial solid waste handlers can offer disposal

services at prices well below those which munici-

palities—with smaller facilities and more diverse

environmental goals—can hope to achieve. On the

other hand, municipalities must have a sufficient

volume of waste in order for their facilities to gen-

erate a positive cash flow: Without authority to

compel waste producers to process their waste

through municipal facilities, communities are often

faced with budget shortfalls.

TITLE: Has NAFTA Flooded the Playing Field?

Trade Liberalization’s Impact on Price, Profits,

and Employment (Moderator: Glenn C. W. Ames,

Univ. of Ga.).

Organizers: Glenn C. W. Ames, Univ. of Ga., and

John Van Sickle, Univ. of Fla.

Participants: Tim McCarty, International Trade

Commission; Gary D, Thompson, Univ. of Ariz.;

Paul N. Wilson, Univ. of Ariz.; and Kenrick Jordan,

Univ. of Fla.

NAFTA has opened up the North American

vegetable market; the volume and value of trade has

increased, and so have petitions for trade protec-

tion. The three speakers address recent issues in

U.S. vegetable trade-shifts in consumer tastes and

preferences and vegetable imports, U.S. trade legis-

lation, and alternative responses for Florida vege-

table producers to changing market conditions. Au-

dience participation is solicited in the debate over

free markets and protection for American pro-

ducers.

TITLE: Teaching Agricultural and Food Policy

for the Emerging Food System: Which Way to

the Future? (Moderator: Barry Bamett, Miss.

State Univ.).

Organizers: David B. Schweikhardt, Mich. State

Univ., and Bert Greenwah, Ark. State Univ.

Participants: Bert Greenwalt, Ark. State Univ.;

David Schweikhardt, Mich. State Univ.; Ronald

Knutson, Texas A&M Univ.; and Larry Sanders,

Okla. State Univ.

This symposium examines changes needed in

undergraduate policy instruction in response to

changes in the food system, the food policy agenda,

and the changing politics of food policy issues. The

evolution of the “farm policy agenda” into a “food

policy agenda” during the past 30 years has placed

a wide range of new issues on the public policy

agenda. The rise in the importance of trade issues,

environmental issues, consumer and food safety is-

sues, and policy issues related to the changing

structure of the food system all suggest that policy

courses should be broadened to address a wider

range of topics. The changing politics of food and

agricultural issues also requires that policy teachers

consider changes in their courses to improve stu-

dents’ understanding of the increasing complexity

of the U.S. political system. This symposium exam-

ines the current state of policy instruction in under-

graduate programs in agricultural economics and

future directions for policy instruction.


