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THE AUSTRALIAN AGRICULTUI {6{0)
APPRAISALOF CURRENT TRENDS

Using the results of the first pare of their 1993 AAES arembership strvey, sthimddts -
Esfubani and Brakey (1993) examined the siricture, condiict u:'u,i_pérﬁzrmance :qj‘flhg;f .
society qualitarively: This paper extends that-analysis by appraisting the crrrent ireridy
awrthe Australion agriculiral cconomics profession-quantitatively While siill mulising
some unéedotal evidence, the puper concentranes ot the second purrofiahe survey 1o
address o number of more fundamenal guesnons.  These dinelude: constratnts
bnpinging wpon alternative research phifosophies and-methodologres. -,euvironme’:li;
required for the creation of useful knowledie and mechunising necessary Jor fostering
mmovatve thinking and scientific debute. Compurison of current trends in: the
Australian and  American  agricultural economics professions is made  The
inplications of the analysis for the prodies amix of the Society (eg: publicationsy and

the balance benween inputs and outputs of the professionare explored.

Keywords: profession, Society, agricultural economics
L INTRODUGCTION

The questions in the first part of Ahmuadi-Esfabiani und Brakey's $994 AAES membership
survey required respondents (@ qualitatively comment on the structure, conduct and
performance of the Society (Ahmadi-Esfahant & Brakey 1993). This paper extends on.the
prelimnary findings of thar analysis by examinisg the questions in the second pant of the
survey which elicited quantitative responses. Speerfically, the second part of the survey asked
members to deseeibe - how they devote their time across various sctiviies: the degree af
uluence in their position and number of people thiey supervised; how the basis, 1ype and
length of analyses perfonmed hias changed over the course of their careers: diiterent sources of
concepuual thinking; sourcés of reports and. forecasis, and outlets. for completed analyses and

liow they have changed with career length; the difference between acusl and ideal coursework:




<mphasis svuniversity; sources of effectiveness; the perceived current allocaton of emphasis
and desired-emphasis by the JLLE, RAAE and AAES Annual Conferences’, Most questipns

required responidents to-answer in-percentages to faeditate-empirical analysis.

A database wus formed using responses from a sampte af 106 tout of 335) surveys obtained
‘by-mail from.t ¢eross section of members. While the questions described above did not bave o
‘anifom response rite, follow-up responses were: sought 10 reduce’ potential bias. Ordinary
Teust squares (OLS) regressions using the datbase were used 1o form five tables explaining
the desired percentage changes inemphasis by the AAES mediu, changing approaches with
prafessional mawrity, idesl coursework emphasis, determinants of power and nfluence in
governmint, and linkages among professional groups through professional media. The resulls
repofied. are based on different numbers of observations within and across tables, with
different degrees of freedom. The linited available daw, most notably fram industry members,
mezan that we-cannot fully replicate the fourth table in Just and Rauosser{ 1989} explaung the
degree of influence and power in industry and government. Similarly, given that the swdy by
Tustand Rausser 19895 was based on 963 £irst responses, the companisons made between the
AAES and Américan Agricahural Econormics Associstion AAEA member serveys should be
made acknowledging the greater aceuracy of the Ameriean results, asd the way our fimated

resulis. may not by reflect the views of the AAES member poprlain

‘The structure o7 this paper 15 &5 follows. Farst, the results of the sunvey are analysed. Then,
the vends in the Austraban agriculiural economics preiesston are compared with ther
counterpans in the United Siates. Policy implications of the analysis are explored prior 1o

cencluding comments.

* Thie Aastralian Jo ! of Agracultural E; she Review of Marketarg and Agriculiural Ecanomics, and
the Austrahian Ayxwuunl Ecmmnus Suciery, rtspccmcly HNofe hat the lawee clianged ity name 1o the
Australian Agpeuiural and Res ooy Spciety subsequent fo this survey

problen, discussion.and assessment of current.events; descriptive analys

individual viewpoints. The difference between members’ ideal disiributions. and

to which each member’s job-responsibilities are nc':-‘.d;mi'c,rcs,ca;ch, extension resedreh, O i

extension, teaching, industry; govemment research and: other govermment activiries, The
coetlicients reponed-are percentages. A negative coefficient supgests that the -m_embcts&pqi;i o
prefer less emphasis than at present. The rows dabelled “all: respondents™ show thahte‘b&@

percentape difference between ideal and actual-distributions for the:sample.

The results for the AJAE supgested all respondents as @ group would’ prefer more -currzni

events assessment, problem. definition, application of existing ‘models-and- slightly - more
individual viewpoint, with {ess.new model development-and descriptive analysis ot‘gwbl'amsk
Al proups wanted more current event assessment, while -only. academic and -exiension:

. wearchers wanted more development of new models.

The results for the RMAE suggested the membership would: prefer less application of existing
madels, development of new models, and problem definition, while they would prefer moré,
current event assessment, descriptive problem analysis and individual viewpoint. This would
suggest that the menibership of the Australian Society would fike the RVAE 10 be even-more

applied and less focused on modelling than at présent.

For the AAES Annual Conferences, all respondents as & group: wanted more new. model
development, problem definition, current evént assessment, deseriptive analysis of problems,
and less individual viewpointand application of existing madels, However, it shoufd be-noted

that the enly. proféssional groups that wanted more new model development were those



anvolved in academic research and other exiension, more groups would prefer léss,

Fhe independent variables that have the most impact on the dependent variables are exténsion
resedreh, other extension, industry and teaching. These professions not only have the greatest
impact o the dres of emphasis by AAES media, many of the coeffictents are statistically
significunt {see Table 1), Industry professionals want the grewtest increase inemphasis on
currént events inthe AJHE RALAE and AAES Conferences, while extension resedrch and other
extension professionals want ap tnerease in emphasis on new model development prore than
any other professisn. The munn conclusions from Table | are: the membership Teel that the
AME is wo focused o modelling and should include more current events, wndividuad
viewpoint and probler- efinitom; the RMAE should be more applied, the AAES Annual
Conference should have wider appeal with more new model development, current events and

descripuve problems.

Table 2 shows how the basts for analyses, fype of analyses, and the perceived quality of the
13 pes of analyses change with career length. The table consists of the coefficients of 13 OLS
regressions muitiplied by 100 so that they are quoted as percentages The different bases for
analyses, types of analyses, and sources of effectiveness were repressed apainst the extent to
which each member's time is devoted to scadenmue research, extension research, uther extensun,
teaching, industry, government research, and other government Respond-s gove ther
answers as percentages over the first and second 1.+ yeurs of their .weers, and for their
wureers beyond ten years, The assocated dependent vanables were the avernges of the
different time franwes. Therefore, positsve percemages imply that members migrate towards
that buse for analyses or type of analyscs over their carcers, while negauve values imply that
members move away from that base for analyses or type of anatyses over therr carcers The

alt respondens” columin s the averape across the sample

Fuor the AAES membership survey the values are all positive for basis of analyses. Thus, in
lerms of basis for analyses, we must examine the magmtudes for interpretation - all

Tespondents an average tend 1o rely more on collected and internal primary  data sources than

on-understanding and-expenénce-over the course-ol their careers. T

in-extension research, tedching, and other government. in: cbdxm’a‘.t‘; |
extension andndustry tend to sely more-on understanding and exp :
their careers than on-collected and internal primary data sources and ‘publis
sources. Acudemic research professionals:use more seconidry data anal
any other:profession, teaching professionals use more: primary daw analyses over
any ather group, and other extension professionals use more understnding and-experience
over time than other professionals. Academic research, t@aching and other exte si
professionals have the greatest impact on the basis for analyses and their impact is

stanstically significant (see Table 23,

For the type of analyses, over time all respondents on average rely mosily ‘ondescriptive

problem definition, fonnal orginal frameworks, and heuristic application, and:far Jess on.gut -

intuition anid formalother frameworks. The use of formal oriyinal framewarks g particularly

important over time for those in teaching, while heuristic application of principles; grows
particularly imponant for those in other extension, other government, academic research and
industry.  Teaching, extension research and -other exi¢nsion professionals ‘have the :grea}ésﬁt
impuct on type of analyses. Extension research and oiher extension professionals conduct
more analysis-using heurstic application, gut intuition and descriptive problec: definition over
time that any other professional group.  Teaching professionals use more formal orpinal -
frameworks over time thun any other professional group, Other extension professionals use

foamal ather frameworks less over ume; however this impact s nort staticstieally significs

Several of the costficients with the greatest impact on the dependent variable are insignificant

{see Table 2)

For sources of effectiveness, what 15 particularly noticeable from the results 15 the dnereasesd
finportance of deseriptive problem definition for those involved in other extension, industry.
government research and other governinent activities. Also-evident is the comparatively lover
reliance on gut instinet for dhose involved: in ueademic reséarch and: estension resedrch.

Tenching professionals find foraml wnginal and other frameworks more effective over ime



hun any other group; otherextension. professionals find:gut ntuition and Jeseriptive problem

Jefinition: -more: ‘effective over time than' other professionals, dnd extension - research
‘professionals find heudstie spplication mare effective over time than ather professionals. The
coefticients withthe largest eflect on sodrces of effectiveness are siatisticully signiticant {see

“Fable 23

The collective results for Tuble 2 teveal that the membership rely the most on desenptive
problem-definition and fhe leaston gus intuitionas career length inereases for type of analyses
and sources of ¢ffectiveness. Cullected and internal primary datespurces are 3 more unportant

basis. foranalyses than understanding and experience over ime.

Table 3 shows the ideal coursework emplvasis at university desired: for new recruts. Also
showit 15 the difference between these wdeal levels from the aceal coursework emphasis
experienced, The wble sepans the coefticients of OLS regressions in percentages, The ideat
percentapes for eazh of cconomic theory, economelries/statislics, operations research,
applications, and case studies were regressed agamst the extent to which each member's-time is
devoted (o academic sesearch, extenswn research, other extension, teaching, idustry,
sovernment sesearch, and ather government activities. Similardy the difference between ideat
and actual coursework emphasis percentges were tegressed agamnst the independent vanables

justmenuoned. The “all respondents” row gives théaveruge vatues dcross the sample.

The results or 1deal coursework emphasis are not uniform seross professional groups Those
wnolved us dndustry dnd other extensien sctivities would clearfy prefer w be taught less
econamic theory, cconotetiesistatsucs and operations research refalive to spplicanons and
case studies. Members of the Society wvolved m government reseireh and acadenue research
wquld prefer gradustes wath greater exposure 10 goononuc theory and appheations selatne to
wthier shills. Those tvalved inextension researeh would prefer gradustes with more expasure
i economic theory and case studies relatve 1o other subjects: Those mvolved. in teaching
uuld prefer reerusits with more exposure 10 economic theory, cconometriesistatistics, and

applications than other subjects Members of the Sociwy nvolved in othier government

 desire the greatest émphusis on case studies. This shows that the more applied professions

activitieswould prefir pradustes with more raining ineconomi
studies relative to. other skilfs. Thus the majorin: of professionat grou
economic theory, applications and case swdies relitive 1o evonametsi

operations research,

Extension research professionuls demand the greatest emphiasts 6ii £conid
professivnal démanid the greatest emphasis on’ econometnes and opefations. feseirch, other

extension professionals have e greatestimpactonapplications, whiledndostry pmi‘és‘si‘ar‘gnjs

value cuse studies. and applicatioas highly. These cocilicients are statistically signifi
Table 3).

cant e

Tlie results for the difference between ideal and: actﬁle, emphasis. are mg«mii’ﬁn’n ULTOST:
professional groups. Those in academic research anduotticr government setvities want more
emphasis on economic theory, econometriesfstatistics, applications, cawe studiey, and fess
operutions research than they were taught. Members. of the Sociery involved:in m@m&aﬁﬁ
government research would prefer more economic theory, ceonomeétrics, operations resesireh,
and’ Jess applications and cas¢ studies than they were tauphl. Respondents. inwalsed in
extension researchand industry would prefer more operations research-and case studies than
setually tught, while those working in industry would alss prefer more applications and case
studies. Respondents in other extension actvities would 1ike more applications, cuse stedies
and operations research than actually taught, Other govemment professionals demand the
preatest increase in cconomm theory, sadustry professionals have the grestest impatt on
econometrics and case studies - denanding fesscconometncs and niore case studies, exiension
researchers have the greaest demand for more operations reséarch, other - extension
professionals demand more applications.than any other group: Wha is.dnteresting 15 that the
only significant coetficients in the difference between the ideal and.scual emphasis: sections
are those for industry. The swong desite of industry professionals 1o be taughe fess
econpmetrics and more-case stedies is statistically sigmificant,

Table 3 reveals the current trend within. the more theoretical professions. such as acafemic



pehs, tesachun, govemment research. and other government activities 1 o Jemand mons

tratitng i econante theory and econometries and fess training i etlier/or Spergtions reseanch,
applivstions, and case siodies. In conteast the pioce apphed ndustry professionals sould
| fretes 16 st fess eononue the ov and cconomettics tught along with mare case studies,
aéphcg‘::arssm&ﬁpmm@ research. Any apparent contradiction between the results tor weal
caursework eryphasts and he differstive between rdeat and actual conssework: emphass should
not beof grave sone 3 dee W the msipndicance of nearly @il coetficients for the differcnce

beraeen ideal amd aetuzt wnphas ssee Tabie 33

Fable 4 Jisplavs the detsmmnants of power and wfluemce a1 government Determunants of
power and ailuenes in govermment were exalused by regressing the aumber of enployees
sepervised or fevel of iniffuence sn the orgamsation agaimnst the respondents actuai coursewark
emphayts, basts for analyscs, 1ype of anslyses, peurs suce the fast degree, and an mtersept.
Lnforunansty we-conld not find the deerminants of power and mtlyence 1o mdustry bocause
there were uly 1 obsersat uor where the dependent sarible was the pumber supenased.
and oniy 12 chseratram where the dependent vanable was the level of influence - thus

migsnmgiul repressions would not berun

The explansgons of the rumier supervised and the level of mfluence are quite differemt n
fermz of wign and magmtude. While both regressions hase segatise coutsework vuctlicients and
poatine busts for enalyses cocliiecnts, the eaplananon of the pumber supenvsed has poste
wpe of arafyan woelhicents dnd the fovel of mficae  has negative type ol anslyvses
swefficieats. The nuzgmiudes af the estmsted coeticionis we far greyer for the regrossan
sl the pumber supenvsed as the Jependent sarabt.  The years since the last degree have
ittt inpact on etther the sumber v, ervised ur ;e fevss of mtluence compared w the other
armbles Fhe groatest posiive anpast on pewer &g . Owned 6 the bty for amifyses

“effected and infemal pomary data pnelyses obtas we must eward for both e sumber
supervised and the = - of influence Liperatians rescosch 13 feast benefivsal 1o govemment
poser and influenes Econometnes s the dwost benelins for snoreasmg dienumber supervised

s appliations e the wrust beneliont s adgeving bl Jevels of miluence. Formal other

ﬁmnawé:i:js are the most beneliew! for dmproving die leve
supervised. These results ure-eonsistent withithe miyufeam:; Vet

as the réquirement for ex posr anslysis.in muny government séetorn pdsr
(19893, While this requires good thzaretical and mathemaueal skills, m
professionals are involsed in poliey formulation, so expertence i dndlysing «

prove invalusble. Thus, Table 4 demaonstestes: how differenr skills bongJitferen }
goverament. Bconometricy is thie mast benefieial for inereasing the number supervised, white

expenence w applieations is beneficial for schieving highlevels of influence.

Tuble 3 reports the finkages among various professions in:terms of solrces of conceptagh

thinking, sources of reports and forecasts, and outlets for completed analyses, The Gblewas

formed by regressing the percentage of acuvity associated sith-each-of trade journals; A

conferences, AME RMAE, pther economie joumals, other gericulrzral economic Joumals,
personal expentence, und lay interchange for sources of concepuinbdinking, sources of reparts
and forecasts, ad wutlers for completed analyses aguinst the percentage of time devoted 10
varions professional sctvities. Thus, the wble comprises 25 leust squares regressions not
containing mtercepts. The coeflicients were multiplied by 100, 0. the wble is reporied i

percentages.

For sources of vanceptiah thinking, personal experienes and discussion with colfeszues i the
most anporant wpat far five out of seven professtonal groups. Extension professionals alsoy
rely heavily on fay interchange. The unponance of personal expenence; lay tnterchange, sad
other econumic journals suggests that the Soctety publivations and conferenzey have not given
the members alf they require for conceptual wdeas. Teaching professtonals tely muore an the
AME RMAE, AAES onferences and personal expérience as sources of concepuat thinkug
than any other prolession. fadustey professtonals rely nwre-ontrade joumnals 25 2 source-of
wdeas thun any other profession. Avadenue and extension researchers rely mor. on other
econontie and ather agneulral cconone--“agnbusiness joumals than any other protessionad
group, Other extension professiomals use fay micrchange o8& source of wepons and frecasts:

mofe than any other professionsts The coellicents Raving the largest impast are abso



statistically stgmifcans dsee Tuble 5

The results Yor sources of reports and faresasts are quite ddferent from thuse abtamed from
souioes of conceprual thought What stands ot 8 the gear equivalence on avemge of the
importinee of wude joummlvnewspipasirade assoction  mesinws, and  persemt
expenencediscussion. with colleagues On avesige. the must auportant soume 15 (rade
mmaismc‘wﬁgagcrs@mmmn mesnngs. Sdso strking ss bowe much smatier the remsimmg s
SEiepories are 1 Huponance compared 10 the mast unpesant twe Extensien reseurchs, other
‘extension, and wachng professionals reby most heavaly on Gade joumals, winde andtsstey, ang
gm;emméai professtonals tely most heavily on petsundl oapenehice Uther  axlension
protesstonads rely more heavily on prade joumals and bis intetciange 83 soures of feponts and
forecasts than any other professional group Ackdemic rescarchers and teachimg professiondls
rely more on the AHE KAMAE and AAERS cunltroms than any ather professon As he
sources of conceprual thinking, scudenmy and exiension researchiers foiy more up ether
conomie journals dnd other agnoalumi sobumcagnbunness jowndls thin ane other
protessional group Indusiey professionals ey qom on porsuny! oxpenenie 45 S souree of
repunts and forecasts than any olier protession Al bt one ol the oetfiventy bovey the

freatest iipact on the soerves of reports and Torecasts @o aise stalstcatly sigartivarn The

greatest stgnuficant ampact 1S government research ok o agnicutt agrh
Jousnats ¢ses Table $1

The sesalts for ounuts for completed anabyses wre pot unfort scruss prolessssnl groups
Laher extension protessiontls mely munt heasady o tade ourils, susdeinr Tescarshen ang
eachers reis most heavaly oo sther coupuiiie pemnab, govemimon: pridessaanaby feh mastiy
b et o vsoltned etonomics dgnbusiness ouemds. witie st o fhe anaiyais of aduate
o antals and extension wecashers 5 repensd o olher colioagues Oihier exieaan
professionats use fade journals. persunal sapenenve and wy mierchange s ontlets Tos fmsticd
analyses more thaw ans offeer profession Ausdomic atd govempen: researchers and waching
protesmons wie (e SAES publications amt conlvionces mure Ghan amy ol grosp of

protesstongs, whie wactiers abwe uwie ather ewonumne Joursals and ather agncuituat

professionals No professtonat group finds its wp outler for completed: analysi

AAES publications or AAES Cunferenees,

Table § shows the relatve animponance of e Society publicutions and conferences as
sources of canceptual thinking, repons. and forecasts and outlets for anlyses. The AXES s
clearly nor providing the membership whar they can obtain from oval socicties and.
publications. The tabie indicates that the Soctety should address imiproving the A4E, RIHE,
and AAES Annual Conferences The reforms should respond tor the needs.and wanis of the
members as-deseribed 1 Table 1.

HI, COMPARISON OF TRENDS BN THE AMERICAN AND
AUSTRALIAN PROFESSIONS

The results for the Amertcan Journat of Agrerltrat Economics £4miAES supgested that &}
respondents as 2 group wanted more prablem defimition and deserptive analysis published
ane fess mdwidual viewpoint and assessment of cumrent events. - Acudemie reselrehers
prefemed more dnadual viewpott while alt other groups want fess, seademye researthers
alse want fewer applications of exusting models, whtle industry would prefer tnore aévw aiodel
deselopment tJust and Rousser, 19891 The Austaiin cesubs are quue different Al
privizssional groups wanted more current events assessment - not Iess (i averape, the
Austrahian Suciety membersfup also wams more individual siespont - not fess as fhe
Americanmentberstup desires

For e Amencan CHEHOUES the cesults sere ynifonn aveoss protessions, all wanted more
applicavion of existiog mudels, new modet devefopment, problen: detineon and sument event

assessmient, and less desenptive anglysis and indistdust viewpoiny, The coetficients. were




highly significans compared o those for the dm/HE and AAEA Zanual Meeungs. The
conclusion was drawn: tat the membersship wanted CHOICES v miove more wwards an
acadenue journal ¢fust and Rausser, 19893 Thisss a complere contrast to-the current trends in
-ahe Australizn Soviers. The AAES results reponed above clearly indivated that the members
sunt the F3LE the applied AAES journaly to become even fess theoretical with mare curfent

wsents analysis. descriptive problem definition, and individual viewpoms.

For tne AAEA Meetings “albresponderas” would prefer mure apphication of extsting modes.
new modet development, problemr definiion, desenpuve msdysis of problems, and less
mdmdu..l viewpoints  Fhe preference for fess andmadual stowpoint s ensform across the
major professional-groups (Just and Rausser, 19893 Whie the Austrafian Society mer bers
would dse prefer fess individual viewpuing, they would prefer less application of existng
sdels and not more The results reported for the Anenean Assoomtion were fargely

insigraficant, not unlike those frome the Australian Society s survey

Table 2 of Just and Roogser (1989 repons the clumpng approaches with professi
matunty For the Amentun survey, o lonns of busis for anatysis, &} professional groups
moved aaay from wmg publisiied secondary data sources toward ssing understanding and
expenence overthe course of therr carcer There 5s a stark conteast betwpen these results and
those of the Auvstralian survey in terms of the signs of the ceefticients The Austrabion resulis
v termss of basts of analyses were afl positive, the AAEA had many thar were pegative There
are hikely 10 te fewer members ivolved 1w nndustry and othier extension scinates m the
Apytrahan Sectety compared-to the Amencan Assocation The diftcrence @ sample sie may

explnagtie difference between the Amencan and Australran tesults

For e types ol dnalyses conducted, the AARA membershsp suney found g for aff
rexpunidents on averuge ongnal fonnal frameworks and gut mimbion cecene fess emphasts
wver e whife fuems! other frameworks, heunsue apphicanon amd descaptive problem
defimitnt resesve more. This trend s most apparent in teaching and other extension acuvitics

dust and Raunsyer. 19891 Agans the Australian results are very different from the Amencan

results as dhe foomer are mostly posttive.

For sources-of effectiveness, the Amercan results were farpely msignificant, swhile 2

resufts were highly sigraficant with nrany coditicients significant at %5, H

Rausser(1989) Tound the collective resalts of theyr Table 2 showed that prof

wasassociated sith declining formal analysis with secondary datz and iricréased reliance on
heunstic application of principles. The results support emphasis on case studies aﬂd,;pmbf:m
definion

For the Amencan Association membership survey, the results of their Table 3 ofeads
mdieated all respondents would prefer fess cconomic theory, less econometricsistanstics, fess.
apphicayons, and:mare ease studies. The greatest chinges were desired by those involved in
mdustey, govemment, and extension activitics tus and Russser1 9891 The magnatudes of the
peecentages in the Amencan isbledre similae 1o those results from the Auswrafian Sovtety. For
she Amencan Assoctaten the signs of the percentapes were uniformly negative for economic
theory and econometrics for the diference between ideal and actul coursework empluasis.
Linfike the American Association, the Auvstrafian Socrety results were not uniforyy acioss
professional groups. The mote theoretical groups would prefer more emphasis on economic
theory and ceopometics, and fess emphasis on applications, case studies, and upersttons

sesearch. While the more applied groups desire the opposite:

Table 4 m the Just and Rausser {19897 study shows: the defenninants of power and influence
i industry and government. Due 1o the lager sample size, the Amenzan Association study
was able to compare the detenmunants of puwer and nfluence in government and smdustey. Fer
wdustry, afl types of coursework werg superior to economenogsabtisnes, while fue
guveriment, studying coanometrids stanstics ts beneficial for ynproving power and influerice
Just and Rousser £19895 thus concloded thae different shitls are rewarded m mdustey and
government This 1 consistent with the trends i the Austaalion Socrety - for menibers
involved 4n govenunent theoretical and statistical skills enhance the aember ssperased foe
thare any ather skills. Just and ‘Rausser (1989) concluded thay the wble supported the




govemmentand industry  Fhis 15cop consistens with the resudts for the Ausabion Seciery In
Busuadss, there appears @ be & le for both  theoncuent  subjevts sech as

“opnapenessnsues and coanomice theory as well as apelications of these

For members of G ASEA, anshisss ssing secondary dam s the feast benefiond in beth
industry and government. Usderstanding and enprronce sre the most beneficst it three sut of
four sases Thas 43 pantly consient wabk the tosefts for tie Apstmlun Secrty - while
sesondary dzte anslyss o o the mon sameficat for pover and influence 1 goveminent, the
Sresiesy reward comes {man prmery dats analysis 2nd oot wrfonundng 2d expenence Bot
e Amencas Assotiaton and the Auntwsben Soaefy o2 comlude thal custemused

Frameworks, and oot Xt seiuten framewerks, ans opona

Fur the types of ansivsis, those imvolved i sadostry o gut wntunisn must anporiant, wie
gevEnmert professnanis ame revanded mast fur desenping analyss and formss Framewaris
devalopet by wthers Ths o consstent wuth tBe rosults of the Susteaben Soqer sunves
whnd show B mpoitance of sl Semeworks doseluped by othiors fur atltesing povwer
and mtizente nibe PovEInmEnt SCCtr A0 smuinr are e Sentfivients for vewrs unce e fast
degree Indoth studiey yeans sunde the iast degree Sppear S Bane iftie effect o the Sepree of

pewer and infoence i the workphics comparsd 6 Ihe sther reureises

{psen the entent of 0 cotitnennty protiems assocuaned witk e Acstralg Sutiety At ses
Appendix Ac o o reesoraile wosswms Gl sunder mobieos were faced wath e AARA
Stz dlihough o0 ention of than was T i Uie Just aned Macsser + 1989 sludy  Une weuld
SApCLT Ry therd b 3 SULAR aSSouItun Detwern e Silferent courscwart tyrmsrs, B
Sufferent bases and npes of anslyses @ tie Aeran detx Grern s anad e facs that there
were few sgmfiven axtiaents o the stie mulicoliveants wnld render e sunchamm

ey fron the shudy anprecise

Tabie § o fusr and Bausser 1 8% shows the lnkoges among protessiunal grmps thaaugh

peotessional media. For sources of concepteal thinking, professional st

Input media for dll professwonal groups. Personal experies ay dnferch:
with golleagses are amporant sourees of conceptual thinkine for the 34
however they are far more important sources for the mcm&c:shtpm the aus
The AAEA sppears 1o make better use of itS sesources than the Austral
providing meetings and journats that the mémbership finds more usefiil, For 1he &
results for sources of seports and forecasts are very elose 1o ihose obtained for son ]
coneepnual thinking - professional meetings are the primary input medie, CHOICES i the :
second most important medium o6 averape, and personal exprnence and discussion w

colleagues éppears imporuant (Just and Rausser 49897, fn contrast, the Australiarn fesults for

sources of sepontsand forecasty were quite different from ahe reslts obuaiged for sour ces ol ,
conceptual shinking.

For the AAEA the results for octlets for completed analyses indicated that @wst professional
groeps rehied heavaly onthe AABA Mectings and he AmiHE. ﬁm;@fcs;ianﬂ@;&a;&g@?
eifectrve outlets for industry professionals, The imponsnee of rade jomrsals as 4n gutlee for
scadernie sescarch, and besic econonuie journats as gutlers. for indostry and poversment mﬁ
r
umponznt potlet for the spplied professions becanse CHECES s the AXENs dpplied
mediam. Lyepntrast, for the Ausealian Society 06 professional group relics most hegvile on

surprising. It was swpnsing o Jest and Rausser £1989) that CHOICES was o6t & v

AAES mevungs or publications asthe most smporan: putet for analises. What 5 serpnsing
about the Aestralten sesults &5 huw enunporiant the AME and ZMHE sre 10 o professionst

groups as gutlas for anaiyses.
V. POLICY IMPLICATIONS
The AAES must not resort 1o kit solutions 1o problems. It must sot isolie groups of

professionals by implementing srform solutions. This is beeause the results of the AAES
member survey clearly shiow that differént professions fave different wants, The sutrent

i



hie Sociery i3 fordhe acadvnuc research, govepunent research, uthier govenment,
and uachiog professionals fo demand more fraining fn economie  theary  and
. conometriessianistics snd 165 raining 3 s stullivs, operations researci, and applications.
‘rlﬁ' contrast, the more spplied professionals in industry would prefier less empliasis on
. evonuimic thesry, ecopemetricystatstics. and deqrnd more twing 1 case swdies and
: appheations. Simifarty, thosemernbers fovalved inextension researshiwonld also prefer 1o see

Jesy traiting i cconanue theotpevane setsicgistttises. The mplicatien for the Soeieny’s
recraiment poficy is that no ope set-of gradiates sheuld be wrgeted. To inerease membership
at the grudute level, the Somety should rger economicsmgncultues! econommics gaduates
from awidevariety of backgrounds. This 45 consstent with the resules. fronr the st part of
the AAES stembership survey analysed by Abmadi-Esfabum and Brokey £1995) Their
anmiysis found that fhe agricultural econamics field 15 5o dverse the Sotiery wust address
wearating pew blood from several areas and must beaaden #1s medis 1o keep those involved m

wndustry dnd resaurces interested.

& further tmiphostion of the different requurements of diffizent Society professionats is the
e for both the AME and FAHE. Altermanvely, the Socisty must provide 2 smele joumnal
that grves egual werght 1o theory and medelling, applications, curtens svent assessment, and
wdpdudd viewpoins This s consistent vath the findings of Ahwadi-Esfahant and Brukey
e¥9955 The qualitatve esults from the first pant of tie mombership suevey showed that
gy members fell botl the RAE and 474 £ be rowined with the distinction between the two
more defined, whife others el fat one publication shiuuld be sufficrent for the Sociew

Howeser, part two of the sarvey scems to wdicate that m; move toward analgamating the
AJHE and RYGE would leave farge sections of the ournaf redundart for many professionsis

This soubd enbancs the populanty of nvak sveretics dnd publications.

Part twer of the sur-y indicates haw the Society has not used ifs resonrces offr cively 1o give
the membershup adequate soweces of concepraal weas, sources of teports and forgcusts, and
gutlers for Lmshed analyses. The regults of Table S show bow mypanint persunal experieace.,
tay merchange, other Jorsnals, trade journuts and association seelngs are 1 the membets foe

o

To make the AAES. Annual Conferences refevant o miore members; we sqg‘gesxz that they

idess; sources of reporisiorecasts, and for outlets for ai

‘happy with the current state of the AJE 1&[;&;»4

facing the AAES today is.competition from.other societivs. The §

improving its publications and-confecences by listening to what!

Although the AJ4E is:seen as the more theoretieal journuland the RIAE as.the more applicd.

the Society members would Jike 1o see the ALE contain-mare assessment of current evénts:

and dndividust viewpoint as well as more application: of «xistng miodels, This suggests a

perception that the /4 is out of touch with-thie seal world; that t. focuses oo heavily on

new model development, and could improve by comaining ar feast one crrent event article: -

every issue. The results of the survey indicate that the Sociery should also-endsavour (o ke

the RMAE more applied - with aven more emphasis.on curfenr events, individual viewpoints,

and deseriptive problem analysis. This coineides with he qualitative results from the figse .
partof the AAES membership survey discussed by Ahmadj-Esfabaniand Brakey {19955 The '

most popular qualitative responses being that the AJHE is o good end igriores .nénifpe;s‘;‘cc,

artigles which could be of interest to- members, the A4 is 1oe mathematical andtoo: distant

from agrieulnure, the AJLE fails to address current dssues. in a timely Tashion, the RVHE is
‘becoming miore academic and:theoretical, the RAHE needs to be lesy theoretical, the RIHE
could-be moregopieal and readable, and the RAAE is-notsuffiviendy differeat fromithe 44H4E.

shiould contain not only first class thevretical presentations, but should also address current

events. As noted by Ahmadi-Esfahani dnd Brakey {1995}, private industry 540 umapped '

mirket. To attract industey,. participants may require special sections avthe AAES Annud

Conlerence. Guest speakers at the AAES Annual Conferences.and forums 1o discuss current
issues iy apriculture and-the economy would Toster debate - an essential patt of professional -

growth,




The hemvy emphasts on 'géanamcmcsr and modetling in the AAES mediu jsolates members
anvplved in areas where diese shills are not required or rewarded, forang them o seek
anspiration fromvather stctetes dnd: joumals, It has been arpued by Just and Rousser (1989
hat the weliht given 1o mathematical modelling and econamics in the agricultural economics
professton has sufled creavvity. The results of the second pant of the membership survey
reveat drar desenptive problem definstion, formal ongind frameworks and  heunsie
’a;wpiimm of econamie principles become more frequently used sypes of analyses aver time
thas-use of frameworks devised by others and gus intwition. Therefore. the impornce of
ongid Irameworks. sugpeststhar creativity does not appear 1o have been as stfled as o has
beetr fur American Assocration members. However, the smportare of deseriptive groblem
defiiton and hiewrisus applicauon does suggest many menibers would find the Sociery's
Tocus on mathemageal or guastinve cconomies restictive, prowiding further evidence of the
need woverhautthe 424E RVAE, and AAES Annual Confergnces

Capart from sddeessing the AAES miediz, the unportance of oval sociehes and their
publications and-meetings indicates the need fo impove the publie profiie of the Society Une
way of mng this in wak the diesnon for the Society suggested sbove is to huve
SpORTSPErSOnS CommENtng un Surrent events and current 1sstes i the press.  Promotien of

Sociery acovities and benelis, publishing the J44E o a broader audiente, publicity at

ceonones and ABARE Ouilosk Conferences are member supgestions from the imtial ansdysis
e thus regard t ALmad-Eafeham and Brakey, 1993 3

V. CONCLUDING COMMENTS

Ustog the tesalts of the first pan of their 1994 AAES memberstup surves | Shmads Bsfaham
and Brakey 119955 examined the perfonnance of the Society This pager has used the second
part of the survey 16 cxurine thecument wengs i the Aavirsban agtiusitural econpmics
profession performance quantitatively  The fesults of s quantaiee andlysis are consstent
with the gealisitive siews expressed by the membees as teported w AfmadsFsfilums and
Brakey t1995)

§ 24

involved: in-professivas where cconortic theory and. mgisﬁ::ﬂ% rrindelfi
quantitative results analysed i this paper indieate the degree of divérsity 1
Ditferent professional groups have différent wants and dcmund,s@;im lhe AAES. 7
those in lh&'(ﬁﬁﬁfc!ieiﬂ professions such as research would prefer (o-see-pew pradi
experienced in economic theory and econometrics, while those in industry and the applicd
professions place more value-on leaming applications, cuse studies and descriptive gmp:i;‘m;

analysis.

What is apparent ffom both the quantiative and qualitnive analyses of the membership’
surveys 1s that the members feel the AME and RAME place wo much :f:mghas‘iﬁ o
mathematicsl economics and oo litle emphasisonapplications, —:ﬁn@:ﬂi-eﬁie‘nﬁ '.-mj mamdml
viewpoint. The membership presently find the A/4E, RAME, and AAES Annuat Conferenves
are 1oL impontant as sources of concepioeal ideas, spurces af;epb’ns and foreeasts, and outlets
for analyses. The AABA media are more important (o the Amercan Association. membership
as sources of ideas, reports and foreessts, and outlets for analvses fhan the —'LAES
publications ase to the Society membershig. The AAES does not appear 10 huve done: 5. good

1 job as the AAEA in providing forthe diffesent needs of its members. Themembershipof the
Society would Hke 1o see the RMAE become miore applied like the Amenican CHOTCES.

The fuilure of the Spiety 1© provide for the different requirements of its members appeds o
have led to an exodus to altemative societics and publications. The resalts of the membership
survey indicates that many members fe¢l the two Society publications should remutn, but be
more differentiated. The decision to cease publishing the two jownals and replice tidm with

one must be dnven Jargely by financial pressures.
The AAES Publications Review Compmitres has a difficult task ahead inamalgamatng the two

jounals because the new journat will have fo Keep adiverse population interested. The resalis

of the survey should indicate to the Committée the need to provide & journal with dgorous

j32



econoimic and econometrie. theory, descripuve analyses, current events wnd individual

Adewpoints. The praposed policy furum seetion has begn peaposed o appedr once A yede {see

4§ ‘Publications Review Committes 1995), theretore the timeliness of cument policy
diseussion 15 soe tikely 1o improve. Purthermorg, it means that these members nterested 1w

poticy discussion will aveto look elsewhiere for muterssl the remainder of the pear.

The most anponant fasks Jor the Seciely 2t present are not oaly te histen 1o thenewds of a
diverse professional body when planning the formar and content of the new publicatien, bat
sleo 1owoo back discontented members from oval socretes and o nerease the profiie of the
AAES 1t is hoped thar the Sueiety can use the findings of the 1999 membershp survey to
achieve these goals:
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APPENDIX &, STATISTICALT]

The results reported for Table § were i‘muzsimptc;ﬁ!ﬁ&-xe:.:‘résfi?nﬁ:ﬂ g

For the AL1E regressions. the degrees of fredtiom for the: pstimated. mﬂ?ﬁm
RMAE the deprees of freslom dre 49, and for the a&ﬁ&makrmmbaﬁw

44. The results for the AAES survey are forpéle inshgafizant Raw mpnﬁm&&

values - rs
from 6.1 to 59:43 percent. The saw moment R® is the more sppropriate statistic m, uéum’ te
woodness of fiv for this whle because the omission of dntercepts meant several rx‘cg:-i:im X
values. It is thearstically possible 1o obizin negative R® valves shere there are o infercepts.
because the pastition - S(Y, - YF = StY, &;? 8%, or TSS = RS » ESS is-aot v;ali&fi? § -
more mformation see Stewart, 19} pp3s-39). While these values may appear tobefow. - v

high R values are unlikely 1o be obtained from crossssectional datx. The most sigmificant :

tesults were for the AJ4E More t-statisnes were significant for thesecoetfictents than forthe -

coefficients corresponding 1o regressions wah intercepts. The Durbin-\Watson tests Tor th
regressions associated withtable gae found no protilems with sutocurrelation i 13 cases and:

anly 3 Durbin- Watson tests were inconglistve.

Hewroscedaste errots are more Tikely to be present in crogs-seetionat mgiux{i‘es 1
those using tme senies date. Breusch-Pagan sratisties did not dereen hegequcéé;sﬁm At
either § or } percent significance levels for the ALE For those scgr::stﬁns wnh r.cgatm:
Breusch-Pagun statistics, regressions of the squared residuads on the fited values, and the

squired reviduals on the squared fitted salues were sure. The NR? statistic. fehi-squared with
one degree of treedom) from these suxiBary segressions $id oot detect hetemseedastieny wr
either the § or 25 percent sigmificance feveis for the AME. The Breusch-Papan statisties for
the RMAE did not delect heterpscedasticity ot the- 5 % stenificance fevel The auxiliary
regressiong described above were sun for the “deselopment of wnew model” categury for the
PAMAE They did not detect heterpscedasticity atthe 3% significance tevel and 1 é-:gm: of
freedom. Two regressions withuns the AAES conferenzes section: Have heter

stie erprs.
the eoefficients reponted Tor apphication-ofan existing model and current evems. assessiient

e novminimum varnee and theie significance can aotbe deteritined {see Appendis 8- Tdble




ok for the wile I pacwelar, dhers sere vary strong vdiralutions berween diffenent Tepes of
coursewnrk. This means there sce very larme swndid errurs for the fest squares esumaiors sa
e tsrausnes were wery smzih Thus, tie mulucolfineanty in the date explany the
iisiificance of the goctfivient ssumates and the tigh B tvalues oves 35 ore bugh for cross
m:ﬁam%é:m Stmiucolinearty isnote vielaton of the OLS model and moy not be 2 greas
méimszpreﬁimﬁm it asn of astudy  The problem th exsss for Tabie 5 e insbiiy
o separate the effects of the collinesr sannbles on the dependent vanables svith any precision

Thecoeficents and conchsions drawe fram the wmsnad segressions would be imprecme

e atempted 1@ coreret for multicolmesnyy ssmy restnced feayt senestRIS) RES oo the
nuntber supervised sull lefy the stngard errors large acd e coeffivents sosgmtisant wad
Impregise. Howsves, for the fevel of influence the sipdasd 2rrors of the estimuted coeicieonts
deciined preatly and dierr sigmifieance improved. Thus, the mvised Table 3 ceporied was
correcied only for the fevel of miluence The resinctions unposed Hneardy related economuic
theary 1o scondmemcs. primary to secondary data sources, formel onginal frameworks ta
formal other fremewarks, and etonometngs 10 operanuns research. The resinctions were vahid
~the T test o restrietions 18 ot reiedt the nulk bypotheses » the 5 percent sigmaficance
fevel® The revised BT value for fovel of mfleence 15 4045 percent. Six estimimes o 2% e,
are stnstesily sipruficent haseng cerrected for multcotineanty compared tothe one that was
stgzuficant poor the comecton it showld be anted thay the resuits reporied for the number
supervised are stuli tonbled by multicsliinesrdry, therefore any compansens mode belwesn
the number supenvased and leved of influence are st dubious.

Fur Table 2, the degrecs of frecdom for the estippizd coefficrens are 81 for sousces of
sonceptual thirkang, 71 for sources of repons.and forecasty, sad 72 for ouslets tor completed
anaiyses The maorsy of espmated coeffiviens for souwrces of convepnal tunkimp are
signifioant - some highly se The ew moument B (appropriste becouse of the abserce of

Lo

constantss vadues mnpe Bom 43 X1 w 6749 percent Only e regresstons bad Durbis-

 Natson seistes wineh jed to the rerenon of order one SIESSING PrOCEs the

©F forvesy of restrlnins < 3 9837 Fop 2306 8% s sipmitioinee

+

Bux-Pierce statuenes Tor tears thus the residest autoesrrelauons are jointly 2o

presenics of autuconriation

Breusch-Pagan fests for Eererostedisstiony were ren. Where the statistie i
whers there ks a positive B the test ejected the prisenee of hetersscedastioisy st either
ar 10 pereeny signiioance Jevels Where thers ssere nepanve 8 sod BoP staistes, :rgressxazz&
of the residuals squared on the titted values. and the resideals squred on the squared fued

valoes were run The NRC stustes from these auxifies segressions are chi-sguied
distrtbuted with. one degres of freedom’ Al smusties excepr for personat experience as a o
souree of concepmal thinking concluded exzors wers homostedastie,  Thesefore,
<ocHicients for personat experience &5 a source of canceptusd thinking wre no fonser minim
vamace, henee the significance of the-coetficients is dubious. fushowld be noted that theamin :
cenclusion made, thet the AAES media ere relotively unimparant sources o cont:pmai
thanking, is not jeopardised by violation of QLS sssumptivns. {see Sppendic A - Tubley A% o
and AS for results of the tests)

fusy ender balf of the estimared coefficients are significans for sourtes of repons and -
fosecasts. The caw moment R values range from 21 19105838 pereene. Thret our of jhe
eighs rogressions for sources of reports 2nd forecasts had Dusbin-Wason satisies whichled
#a the regection of order one autoregressive procasses. However, Box-Plerce statisties for yests
thar the residusl autocormelations are jondy zero alb rejected the presence of autosorrelared
errors. Breusch-Pagis tests for heteroscedasticiy rejected the presence of heterascedastiony
at the § pervent signiffcance fevel Where the B and Breusch-Pagen statistics were segaata
the NR® statistivs. from the anxiliary regressions of the squared resideals on the fited valies

and the squared residusis on the squared fined values concluded erors. swere hamoscedaste.
The estimated costlicients appear 1o be best linear unbiased st Appendin &- Tables A48

AS forthe test resultsy

Norethanthe sesiduals and fined safues ubed in the duxiliary regressions came Somttie Onginal LS
regressions - the KR statistic uses the R from th susilisry regtession g

e



 Less than halbof the estimated coefficients are sipnificant for outlets for completed amalyses.
The raw moment R® values minge from 17.08 to 3835 percent. Five ow of the eight
regressions explaning outets for completed analyses bud Durbin-Watson statistics that
rejested the presence of autocoaelated ¢rmors. For those regressions where the Durbin-Watson
test- was dnconclusive, Box-Pierce stonusties for fests that the residual autocorrelntions are
jointly zero-rejected the presence of autocorrelated crrors. Breusch-Pogan rests rejected the
presence of heteroseedasticity at exther the 2.5 or 3 percent fevels of sigmlivance. For those
regressions with negative R* and B-P swustics the NRY stansties froim the -ausiliary
repressions tdescribed ubove for sources of conceprual thintang #ne sources of reports and
forecasts) rejected the presence of heteroscedastic ecrors (see Appendix A - Tables A4 and

A3 for the results of the tests).
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