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In This Issue 


In the first Issue of Agrzculrural EconomICs Research 
38 years ago, 0 V Wells mdlcated that the new re
search periodICal would pubhsh artIcles (1) report
mg results of economIc research supported by the 
U S Department of Agnculture, (2) descrlbmg new 
methods or CritICally evaluatmg old methods stIll m 
use, and (3) descrlbmg new or expandmg areas of 
research or statistlcs 

Most artIcles m thIS Journal smce then have been m 
the first category, reportmg research results Yet, 
the lead artICle m the new Journal was "DeSIgns of 
Samples For Surveys," by Earl E Houseman, then 
a statistICal consultant to the Office of the ChIef, 
Bureau ofAgncultural EconomICs (BAE), but later 
an employee of BAE and the Statistical Reportmg 
'ServIce and a frequent AER contributor Thls,fact IS 
noteworthy because by leadmg wIth thIS artIcle, the 
Journal emphasIzed questIOns about deslgnmg samples 
for SOCIal sCIence research It also represented sym
bohcally the crucIal role of the statisticIan and sam
ple,surveys m,supportmg the'quahty of data used 
m economIc research The edItor contmued thIS em
phaSIS, carrymg eIght artIcles on surveys and 
samphng questIOns m Volume 1, compared wIth 
seven artIcles on economIC questIOns EmphasIs 
over the years shIfted more toward economIcs ar
tIcles, WIth the samplmg and survey artIcles ap
pearmg In varymg frequencIes Articles related,to 
the survey and samplmg techmques underlymg our 
data base have been lackmg m recent Issues 

The recent VOId dIsappears WIth thIS Issue's lead 
artIcle m whICh Ford, Nealon, and Tortora compare 
samphng and,nonsamphng errors m area frame 
estimators m agricultural surveys Readmg thIS 
artIcle and the Houseman artIcle m Volume 1, 
Number I, I was struck, not only by how far survey 
and samphng techmques have advanced m the three 
decades, but also by the SImIlarIty of the problems 
the two artICles 'address 

The second artIcle by Smale, Saupe, and Salant 
addresses the research questIOn of usmg data from 
sample surveys of farm households m Wlsconsm 
and Mlsslsslppl-Temlessee to'gamlmslghts, mto 
those human resource, farm busmess, and financIal 
characteristIcs whIch contribute to farm houaehold 
,hablhty 

The final artICle by Ballenger and Norton departs 
from survey emphases and presents results of a 
large-sector model that, SImulates economIc eqUlhb
num They use a quadratic programmmg framework 
for theIr economIc model that analyzes the Impacts 
of MeXIcan pncmg pohcles on MeXICan agrIculture 
and that Illustrates the difficulty of deslgnmg a 
support program for a sector when there are mul
tIple pohcy objectives 

Gerald Schluter 
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