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Change and contmUlty mark thIS Issue of AgrICul­
tural EconomICs Research After 7 successful years 
as econom,cs edItor of the Journal, Clark Edwards 
requested an assignment that would SubstItute domg 
research for reVIeWIng research While the community 
engaged m agncultural economiCs research WIll re­
spect,hlS deSIre, It will regret the corollary that he 
now has less time to help others Fortunately, he has 
agreed"to remain a member of the editorial board, 
so hIS accumulated expenence WIll stIll help gUIde 
the Journal 

My OWIl goal, as the new edItor, will be to main tam 
the quality of the Journal and to enlarge the com­
mUnity of contnbutors and reVIewers I encourage 
more of those researchers m the EconomIC Research 
SeIVlce (ERS) and StatiStICal Reportmg SerVIce who 
have not submItted articles m recent years to do so 
While these two groups have tradItionally submitted 
m~si of the articles to the Journal and they also con­
tam a large proportIOn of potentIal authors, we 
contmue to welcome artIcles from any authors re­
portulg U S Department of Agnculture (USDA) 
supported research m agncultural economics and 
related dIsciphnes 

Through thIS change of edItorshIp, as m the past 
WIth all precedmg changes, our purpose contmues 
to be that stated m Volume 1, Number 1 (January 
1949), by 0 V Wells The Journal pubhshes articles 
(1) reportmg results of economiC research supported 
by USDA, (2) descnbmg new methods or cntIcally 
evaluating old metbods still m use, and (3) descnb­
mg new or expandmg areas of research Dr statistics 
Book reVIews are mcluded now as then In 1976,'. 
followmg a complete reVIew of the purpose and 
performance of the Journal, the same purpose was 
restated by J B Penn (January 1976) Only one 
addItion to the types of articles has appeared Fol­
lOWIng the 1975/76 reVIew, the Journal mtroduced 
research revIews-shorter, sometimes less ngorous 
p,eces WIth the same subject areas as the major 
articles 

In 1983, 34 years after ItS fIrst statement, the on­
gmal purpose Is,still the proper one The content 

of agrIcultural economICS research has changed, of 
course, but the need remruns to report It, to con­
stantly expand and scrutmlze ItS methods, and to 
Iden tIfy new and expandmg dIrectIOns 

The use of new methods, whIch have ,become hIghly 
technical, does not mean discardIng the older 
methods, Which can Include IOglcal WIlting The 
Journal welcomes submIssIons uSIng. the full range of 
methods employed In agncultural economiCS, asso­
Ciated areas of StatIStICS, and related areas of SOCIal 
SCIence, as It has for 34 years. 

The fIrst two articles m thIS Issue relate to the fIrst 
and most unportant purpose of the Journal, report­
mg research results These articles report research 
conducted Jomtly by investigators m ERS and the 
land-grant UniVerSIties. 

Collms and Taylor develop a model of crop produc­
tion and sales deSigned to reflect the effects of 
change, particularly teChnical change The model 
user changes Yields, for example, to trace the effects 
of a new pestiCIde The deSIgn of the model makes 
pOSSible the easy use of expert OpinIOn Its deSIgn IS 
such that a user can employ It to ask "What If?" 
questIOns easily To evaluate and use the results 
appropnately, however, the user needs to under­
stand the model's constructIOn The model dIffers 
from others m two ways (1) demand for mputs IS 
estunated dIrectly from relative returns (the "dualIty" 
approach) rather than from a mathematical repre­
sentatIOn of the production process, and (2) benefits 
or costs resultmg from a change are calculated sep­
arately for consumers and producers 

Taylor and hIS asSOCIates employ the model developed 
by Collms aIld Taylor to evaluate alternative ap­
proaches to boll weevil control and eradIcation 
Because the model IS deSIgned to mcorporate Judg­
ment, the evaluation could use expert opmIOn to 
develop estImates of YIeld changes The authors 
estImate effects of dIfferent pest control methods 
usmg Delphi, a process WhICh polls all expert panel, 
glves each member a descnptIon of the raIlge of 
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group responses, and then polls agam The combma­
tlon of expert opmlOn and a comprehensive model 
illustrates the value of both. Although the reader's 
lmmedIate response to boll weevLl eradIcation might 
be that It would help cotton farmers as a group, the 
result mdIcates that the consequent higher Yields 
would reduce mcomes for cotton farmers as a group, 
wlule rmsmg mcomes of farmers m heavLly mfested 
areas. 

In the thud arbcle, Willard Cochrane returns to the 
pages of thIS Journal m a rare kmd of article, one of 
orgarnzatlOnal reflection and purpose. In the hIstOry 
of the Journal, a handful of such arbcles have ap­
peared, mcludmg Professor Cochrane's arbcle an­
nouncmg the fonnatlOn of ERS m 1961 and the two 

arbcles already mentloned exammmg the purpose 
and perfonnance of the Journal. In thIS ISsue, he 
IdentIfies the proper role of ERS as that of a staff 
agency to the NatIOn, WhICh means tImely and ap­
propnate responses to the Secretary of Agnculture, 
the Congress, and the mterested pubhe-mcludIng 
farmers, farm groups, agnbusmess, trade assocIations, 
food and nutntlon organIZatIOns, and relIgiOUS and 
educatIOnal mstltutlons. He concludes that ERS has 
done well, but could do better, and that Its future 
depends on commitment by Its leadershIp and pro­
feSSIOnal staff to do good staff work for the Agency's 
clIentele. 

Lorna Aldrich 
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