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When most people develop mterest 
m n problem, they can usually soon 
articulate the problem and also an 
answer But they frequently fall to 
come to gn Ps With the reasons which 
explalO the problem Researchers, 
however. spend therr workmg lives 
gainIng famlhanty With reasons
often at the expense of bemg artiCU

late about speCIfic Issues or answers 
This dichotomy may seem odd, but 
It apparently has eXISted for a long 
time Joseph Schumpeter, In hIS HIS

lory of Economic AnalYSIS, had It 
In mmd when he distingUIshed 
between econonnc analysIs and eco
nomic VIews He recognized the con 
trlbubon of the ancient Greeks to 
analySIs, but thought that, through 
most of histOry, we have had more 
to say about economIC Issues and 
answers than about economJc rea
sons 

Schumpeter defined economic 
analYSIS as the development oC an in

tellectual procedure that can clanfy 
economic problems The analyst has 
a command of technIques Part o[ 
the genius of Western CIVIlization can 
be attnbuted to the latitude gIVen to 
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people With analytical, research· 
onented mmds, even though, as Ed 
BIShop pomted out In the October 
1976 Issue of thiS Journal, 
the history of academiC freedom has 
been uneven The articles In thiS issue 
involve research methods, the use of 
WhIch can be Important In amvmg 
at reasons but their Importance may 
be lost on people who are concerned 
only With Issues and answers Yet, 
If the reasons are not nght, the 
answers may not be nght either, and 
the Issues will continue to be unre
solved 

Lack of access to good data often 
lImits our search for reasons Charles 
Sisson explams how two Incomplete 
data sources can be merged to form 
what he calls a synthetiC data file 
Under certam conditIOns, the tech
flIque produces a file which contams 
mformatlOn not an the separate 
sources This Increases the amount 
of mformatIon that can be extracted 
from secondary data sources and does 
so at a reasonable cost 

Budgetmg allows researcher.; to 
search [or reasons by welghmg the 
consequences of alternative actiOns 

WeISZ, Miller, and Qumby use a 
computenzed fonn of budgetmg 
which they call stochastiC Simulation 
to compare the trends m pnces and 
quantities of a farm commodity With 
what would be ltkely to happen after 
a change m agncultural technology 
Here, the change IS a ban on the use 
of the pestiCide toxaphene on cotton 

When a researcher diVIdes the ele 
ments of one data senes, say Income, 
by another, say pnce, the process IS 
called deflatIOn The resultmg van· 
able, real mcome m thiS example, 
often IS beheved to be more appro· 
pnate for analysIS than the ongmal 
vanables Bell, Roop, and WillIs 
examme the statistical propertIes of 
deflatIOn and find It IS not a tech· 
nlque to be used casually DeflatIon 
can Influence our discernment of 
reasons because It affects tests of 
SignIficance, such as the correlation 
coeffiCient and i-ratiO It can change 
the Sign for a regressIOn coeffiCient 
Take warfllng, because deflatIOn can 
be used as one more means of Iymg 
With statIStiCS 
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