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SOME THOUGHTS ON COMPETENCY STANDARDS t 

by Neil Sturgeon 

'fht: Australlan AgrlC'ultural g(,OtlOmiCB Society hM r\lado 1.\ practice of not 
bflOO dl[lrtly lnvolvod with polit1cal mattors or taking a atanco on 
ratt~rD of ~ronomlC polley. In accordanco with the constitutional 
ob1P\QtlV(H) ot tho SOc1cty. ('')u. role has beon to fostor interest 1n such 
~attet9. to f~ster analysIs of thorn and to faCl11tbto discussion but no~ to 
}:)llt fnwatd a partlC'ulax V10Wp'lnt &5 bOlnq that of the Soclety. Ot\ t'he 
~th~r t~"d. ~ur Constlt\ltlon requlres the Soclety'M: 

o "til \JocclIjtage ttw etudy l')f agn.C'ultllr;.,j t;("OnOIUC'fl in Australia 
IHld to prl.1mlltt· 111gh atalldards of fl'" ompl1ohlllHlt 1n lelHHH'('h. 
ttai~hlng and I?Xt~II!;31()rt HI thiS fteld": ,Hid .lntt'r all(J 

• 
() "tfl Ptl Zl'h'lh thl' pl~)ft'fIlHCln lif ~lJn'''\llt ural IH'orH"lf01Ca :11 

f\IHltrull(i ••••• 

;~wttt'l't \;;hlll '\ [ .. "lttt"f Ilt g,)Vl"rnl!1(blit polH'Y and the way It 
lIq.'IY,llltli ,tftl'.'te thttH ,jbHI·tlvUi. tht St'('lt:ty must bf'eomc' 
;Lt ~f\').f' 1 l'.~ .' HI lTlrld 1<, thit whlC'h l'tl'itfdl 8l'(IUnd competency 
lr, tt.~ PI 1~ ;i'd '11!l dlld I h'lltv't. tt"tt HHll1t' h,Hi thr: pntt'lItlt'll 

• 

HI btl lflQ 

1 nvtd v(',d. 
standarda 
t n IHlSUfI'Il' 

At U\lIJ!,.1 ! Il) ij!'~1 i:.':. t '! t 1 ,'\r,', a~, t hu Ot'p;n t IlH n t uf f:DP h1ymf'(Ii, ~>lIh"1 t 1 dl 

,:HId TIU1"'d rfE.T tltt., }Iat 1.1111 'ftillllUIQ B.HHd (N"f'R) ,:wd. in tlw I'(UH- (f 
thl ~JL.t""'1 fir: Iht N<tllulI.d I)ffl"'. f ,"'Il,'tJfH"H~ Skl1l5 Ft\")\~II!tl\ln 
'W',("·~~\ :: tlll n"':'Cilt cd t ·\If,uti!) ""(firH/ttil,~yLa!'lt',,1 "illl'!:ltllitl. trallntll:r .ind 
'h"d 1, l,flt·td, Tblfii r;,Vt fVH,!.t l!l dUt,,·t(!d H .. ~JngIH III hE.'l t hlhQ!) ,\t ('rlllbllng 

" .. (dlill,') "t .. \'J[YPltt, l\"t.' tfft·'tlVdy lh tht Old/,ll f'CIHI,IIIlY", Tj,~l~ .'Ldlt' 
rr,ty "~~'rit 1!llly n.;.d thl' "lit' IL",ut "ttll' .·It·.tt~\\lJllttl"· 

g fd l r ti (H. ') I ' d ; ~; I 1'1', 1 t iii t t r fH (l V 1 d t II d t .lh: I 1 P t 1 t n () t ,t 1 1 ,!) S ~H ," t S " f 
" .rr.pdl fI'·." I Mlt,d tr,hrllliQ "dlll'atlr.n !uld dt)'J(:luprn"l,t 7 I'lt'Vt;,!tIH.:'\t'ib ,j f(l\~ 
b,Hll f.FtH .n,' tlt."t'Bfl<UY. C •. )liif,lf;·tt'tll"'Y 4(/ 1I1t;\'If;'d ;Hl "th .. dblLty tl' IHlf"tll'l 
thf ~1'tli.'1tll'e> wlthlhlll t,,·('Up.,:\llNI (ll fllOt't1on to !.ht f!ti:tfldch.~ t;'~r:(\\ .. tt'd ITI 

t:n>plt,ymHd" tWnl lqH., 'fht NTB fjotabllnhl1d fHI AU1dtallilli ~dtHl\hlih 
rlllllt't<l{)tK <If tJ1gt.t ~'(j:ntJdtJnql levela whlch w111 I'H:rvt.' il/') tt'rtrtlh('t~ l'h 1litn 
tor til dt'lit:lllPIfll:tlt (ltd rt:('ogndlIHi of ("'Oh'JJttt.'IH'Y 6lundardo. 'rht"fH:,lovd\; 
h)v«·, bl.!llll d~'~,H .. tlbud by tht:, N1'O (1941), ,!ll(lHQ w1th tht; W'lY1l3 111 \.1Iul't. ttlt~' 
mlght Of.i 'J8pd In Vllt"lltlllnlll traltllng. Broadly. lev(;ll 1 11trt'5r.'lIlld!i tc' (\ 
1;(jmpt~t(Hd f;'HJr,'\tlV(~ Ill' !HHV1Ct' fH>t'tnr wnrk'H. 1,'I".d "I '.,ft ~'HP()fldfl t" d 

c'c:rr.pt:t (Jtl t PI,)t "DD1 on(11 or managor and h:vl'l 8 t.: 11 St .. 1, I Pt" f' ptH! UdHd '-'1 

ff1linag(Jt. It HI tho lalit i:Wo lovel!\! that an' of rna .. )liJ:~P£lq·ln t( Uh. 

f'rt,\'udont ul t.ddrogEl dellVOf(:d to tht'!~ nth Arwllal ronh'rt'nct' of t hie 
Auatral1an AgtlCultul'al ECl)nOrtl\('s SOClIll ty. F'cbru&ry q'll lq~\. Tlt~, Vlt'W!'.l 

eXprf'8!'H,d aro my CHin and nut noC'otHHHlly those of th~} A\Hlttl111ltli 

Agncultut'ell EC'onomu:s SOCH:ty or He WiHkl'lg gioup on to"')l1'IfH:'·HI.~V 
..... Ii.. ___ ..t ......... .Ji .... • t.. •. t.. L. L .... .. _ .• .... • .., ., "" filii. """ t_ l.t iii t, ¥', n .. ,' <I" .rt , h~ tr h "W''t \...., Ih I. • ~ ': 



Compotonl."Y standards for <lQtlC'ultural b~1entuHq tor ),ovola 7 Gnd 8 are 
belng devoloped undor tho asg18 ot the Au~trDlian lostltuto of Agricultural 
~'h;lt?ne(l (AIASl. At the C'urrent stage of a~ubcnltlonfl, tl set of "core 
1"('Hnpt~ten'''l()SIf (tht'HH? WhlCh evory C'omp~tent profoof.ltc}nal shQuld pmHHHlo) 16 
being d{)VltH;d tooeth('t w\th cfilnpeten f,:'lCS 10 two SlHH~ial 180<1 lteno, ant) 1.11 
S"HHlC'f? and tho 11tht,., in bUalrHHHl and eCOnOttlH'f!\. V~H10UO gl',1dee Of stS('JOtl 
of C'(lmpeti1ocy /lIt} bOlng 1..\ \Sld(~t't,d. tilt) flrat nt WhlCh would dotHw 
pt,'hoenonttl (lqtH·\I1tl..r~1 tlCumtlflts at the bt+gHtnlng flf th()]r l'lUOOUL ttl 
tht, Plo,",dHI (,f "llP sklllwg" (SH") tC) mQV€ tn hlQ1HH l(}vols ot t~ompGhJncy 
land thfi' PUH"(:'AOOS Ilf ""ootr tbuttny nkllllll9" and "brt'Hld's)ulhnqll) I 

pr,,!t'Bftll,',',al c1f'V'tlHp{l'l~'nt Ivhll"h lOt"}tld«H'l ('nntlolllng proft:>t:HllntHtl t:'~illcatlon) 
,HtliHllt' ','rl()ltit't I}tllt l'ilpt'lt'tan"t. 

!'1d:d l!.tl:f.qt HI ',!'lp.".'II,·y gt,ind'Hds ,llPP"UB to havt' tH~H' shown by the) 
0' Vdl.'t~'llf : Hlil,ljh',i lltt t"~~"ll·lliA bId tl'!t.' AlAr. Hi li\ hCldy WIClhlhQ to llmhtl'tl'tl 

·rf.r, fll\ Bt H.';l'lt 10 'h h half if ,HI ,\ttlt'nq~H l.ott'Q\llah'd ~'rllfHH\l\'n. 
ThHl 1', i'lL HI lCl 111.\; flit'l:ltll. ·q.'!lt'l~· If 'H'.'ftal ult(·tPtftl1tl(ra~l, 

OUf Prp8Fnt dnd Futurp Invnlvpm~nt wlth Compptpnry Standdrds 

1 r i !!. \ r., tr'" ,1\. ", , n' t f t I.' t Il t (; W t 1<1. I d; h tl ',; , hv1 ,'\ . hI, F Ii r', q t w li" t hI' r t 

bl HI' l,t' oil t~d lcttl t ~f,,1 t" w t, bi' 11, I L't-Ii 'fhl', I',} t'tll ,~Ilf,." n,t' 
t3 :1.l ttl f,r H.(,t,tj .:d',',tj I, "La F:n.pl'Y'IlHtf ~:II"lt'I" h,'p, f'tl(~~jr.d tht~ 
ph'ri), 'J£) t!\itt: 'ttd~ 1 ~1 f: .;. n I CHI.,';,t t~I'll " !Jt If''df'' \1I\l thi:it 
" 'r t l " 'i d., .. 1Hdl;. I,':! la 1d f't~,t1 ty rl. fc" ldf,l, "l HI""qw'llttlii nl~' 
~dlJt"r ,11 'Ill I. ~·r qr't:,f;) pf{·nIH; t·!Jd.ntf. f"r tl., ,.r..f'Gf-:l' "I!'\,ddlllll! 
t~'j. i,," . >l1"jt.t· WI f,/,.1'1b.y w,·dd kn. h""Cit 111\,\,1"111 1111t ill 

" P t \>J"', If th~t wtd"h hip II'W hlJlI'l t" "Id. iii. PI' 1\11~,t' ,f th!" 
t. tl' f '~II AU, Wt· :., \If tlfHt II· ·t.ll~·. hid t. tit If ... l' ",,1 \f \'" 'Itt t. 

';l. ;A~ t!.!~; 1 . q'llt, pl.dl ,)hrin ~hl'" thf' T,iM: 111 "p .!II I. MlI1 th ,'"rot, 
a ,i'l~td ,t i li''it' 1\1;11 .'.1'1 t bt, qit,'lt·lutlt't.1 t. .• id.fl!'lIj(1 11\\1\11 

rr~n.·Hrl 'tid f'.rtf"l ~' "i'm~dH"Y ~it~hdH,j~) fill tbt .. ~ll'l·, IHllIltPO l·V 
n.,.I)1 f",d'vtd ,1\ ttl' IlIr·,,} It,d'i'.trlHI'' IAIMi l'II~;,. If I I111t wdh thiq 
,.1'!lI1 ta AU~ t:j. q/alit ,HI¢'! \'I~~q IJf.illtHl a ti/itla't fl,lffi Nnt,)~.fi' t· .!t<.l .'J 
i'lll',r,.t. "y rll~rl'iar'1g {.;f ,HJrl"lIltIHi)l f1'h'htlnt f \, Tht AIA~ till 1\ tlol'ihll!"3ltl<l1 
il ott;)! n 'I~ \Jr· 'If f··" thu; ptll·t,,'t Whlt'b ttl hUh. ,'"tlfr.il,·h·d ,"fH!1I11.;ut(j t. 

:i U' d ~' tit· f lit 1 tA I. fI Fl I, f B t. a rtfl a t de. 

1'hUl d1 ,'\ pHtl'fly jIHltlfl,1bl( ('(dlnlt' .d:ll'tl l "h (fir nu' AIM~ to t· lhlw 
t.){t'/,pt th,.n it t'fI\.'H1agt!fJ Hit, pft')f"flI.1Hillals Ui tht ftdd (Whlt'h lll!·llld .. n 

"lgnl'lilt'H I\f.d "ndatt·d O.'ltllflll rtH3I1Uf«'t) lltHHl") tp f,~l1 1nt,. tt1 IH!Uf'r" 
ItriO 'If WhH'h litH} "bllflHINJfJ ahd vrnnOfltlcs'biH)(>d f't'lt:o for whld. H,(lf lit 1·11 

('IHl'1tH:jtN<I'H'~ ato dt.nVf'd from ttw I\ppl\@~atl,}n (,If .}('n1\"11',1,·9 !r:atk.'t'fi~; 

fHILlfP'C' rwd ll'lilnagf'(t'leot,rt'L:lt('d tlXptHtUH,l'·. In short. if th. AIJ\~ \"t'J( 

ElIIN'(I!Hlflll 1ft ltu rnOVtJ ttl (~()mpetun(~y standarli!L thE' AlAS wl.uld }wiUt, IHld 
~,nf!JI1(1lahly. ("(~rqty to tht, ."nmpotl.m("y of thnfW of 1t9 ffil'lf,bnq t1r.U ".Illl 
th(lIIDt'HdVtl!l aOrlPultutal l1conumlsts. In a n:'f'EHtt par;iphh t ltJG,ltd bV H.t 
AlAS ("Your Invt.tJtment in ttH:l ProfcS81.)n") 1t 1.9 huh·d ttPlt tht AJA~~ 
(,'1.lIHlldorfl tlHit thlS itrlltCQlf' agpe\~t ita c0tIwtahJ plan ha!:! tnt'll 

"arhltltJed", 

I 



rvlatod actlvHltD 10 AuatntlHl lI
• nOWtJVCf. ltl tbe lntflfosttJ of th[) 

discipllne of Igrlrultural economIes 10 this country, lt 16 my bellof that 
uut co-apuratlon should not extend to tho area of competency ntnndarda fOI 
th0S~ wh~ wnuld ~al1 thomsolven agricultural econamlsto •• whuthor they be 
~pmbU18 nt the AlAS or not. 

lit ClutH uf \'\»unHJ note thts 'Vory f)b910Ufl POUlt thc.t a st(l111hcant nUf:lbot 
I'f ,1~.H h"Jltural tH'ont)m~6tl1 hUVl' no hw(!}al tl'alnlng 10 aOl·.tC\jltur~ lttH)l!, 
Tt,oY (jt~, ~H&duattHl 1n IHU'HHW tuant:hoe of Q"OOOI'llHHl wbo have dt)Vcloped afl 

sht~ruAt lh applYlnG vrunoml~ prtnclplvD tu agrlculture. Some of theau may 
flut t1Vt'U know ttf thl' OXltH(!flf"C' of the AIIHL Tbmw rnOmbtH"t,l of Un 
Pf!)turH1HII ,1~illH) loth Ow ovon IM\1t1t rUlinbut ()f fWOfJlo \th(1 are qr(lduatuo H, 
:!gflv~i.d',ui)l t'lnrll'i,l"(j Il':fttwf than ~·atH~\dtut~l S(f1 efH':t, \fub ,1 t»dJor ttl 
(,,',h,iT,l I fl'J'iPtl-t 'ilUtHltutf nu' !1Itllflllty (II ttUWt: \$tw ('all tlwClHH)lv{w 
E'lJt~"~~t.!Jtt\l t""bl!t,~Dt~j 111 'Itht't \lIl'JdfJ At J lilt 11IJht mmH 8q'lt'tlltur,d 
• '"I,,) t f\ ' ,rJt, f r or (1 ,j H~ q.} UHH Y b6HH' wtu "tI lWill tl CH'I ltd £1 t 1 onuJ31 S t« 
ihJll'",.' '.= ,L f""l~'h "t' 

"'w 'tn' 1q 'It,ilIlt &'1'; Je>t, wlil,t, t.,iVt I'omt" t\ tht {lttVhtlflU 011 ttl., SO~>h'tj 
lA "I, fl" n., AUf', Iq:l·r~tf f ':'iI, 'f'hp!H tillt tlu. AI;\f','fJ ntr,Ih'(JhH 

0 ". S,' ,'.' ~ th, '. t ~ 'IHI fq ttl' HI' (1 t thO nu t I f V 1 f 1 to tlf t!.~ 
'.'UJ ~'l ~ d l II, . ~ 1 H,,'Hr' (l,I\' 1 !'t i. V!; lind G~H.W 1 1 ! n t I • f fJ d f4 1 !I .i t ! n fH. 
!\t;[j l'l t IIj W 1 t t, Ill] r 1 nl ; t IU t t. ,lnd 

Ij t, V t .' 1£ r'" ~ At, f , , , 

pt ,11;, • l 'f! ;Hld f:ldt t t llll] 

1 !HlHi I t ~,lt HHI t t Un 
,·t t>l'H It',.Put,;d t"'f'V~·"g". 

lit .... ,,,",, tnH,t h,t ,"!'jl! t '.t' 'hh\l!('tt,~) 14hltCl lilt, AIA~,'!J Imtltt~l'i ,u.d Wt 

r.t"'." : •• 't. iJ d ·t,Vl"·r. r.'u'~t.d ttl. tt:npt"tld" t .it"H.'lt1p p«:,hl'l~',' qr, ,tt. 
tt., ""fI,l 'lot"H Ht d',,', (H)f. ,IH, dBfu trj lit ttl. AIAf;'r., f"'('W 

I. fl. 'll,' Ttlt ryh:}Pt'f '·"m~lt,f~ ... ,·V !,;t,twi,H III h,p, nu JHH.\ht~,d f ! 

't.n,,: r. (H~;' :d 1 IA r,L,tl'l,f I1td -t. HI &~GI' d,·(u tl flit hf'·Ut "t ",.,.rhff.tll! 

"HI'l iM f t, 'f t h. bH~' jIll' f 'Ii{')l 

11. wtHA' f, d' Wt, ; fl. ho~ l:1l:,11 h ,h.'1I UJf d hPJ 

I\IH~t~':I.~'H 'tllt_·'.lrlllt ,md iHHl"ldIHl'al ·,~'lt'llr' •• 

'IDtI' "HI ,.;t 1h'Lud" I tl\i, r·otU'pt'fwd tf.dt ttu 
tiannnf~ trlat wtdd'h J.t wU!ild (H'tVI:. 

Alii£:' fi 41' '>d lilt 1.ld 10'4 fl 

H'UH'~;'t'r, HI nit r.l.~tt f f .if 
AIM~ CLl)' nw I tit I d.,k 

III tCllln.f'Q .hUllt ,i t1oHJfltH~l ('lUllo" .. 14: 1 'I\1t'. tHtl"ll<iJ t whljt 1"1 ',Pt'l 

1111 f\,mt·qilfllJ U,dt r,)lHlt ~f.' fl good thlnG We €lou'. '4.Ilt t lh"or,pf,tt.h' 

$If f.·f)rHufHl;e (il: tww nUl OIW sound [HU;}t (llMlm ~t;l·lJt rllH"'ilfltI1¥ tfllPhwtdH 
ttl.riOt' 11 ~t' rH Il(uianlt, of i·l.J>m,,,.·t!.m"y {lhd ~, SH of ofW luI. ff~'J\ll t.\ t Ut\j n bl H t· 
~~rlnUH' th,jt PFJ l!i(sf!ltlUlO ani (·dnr.wtt,mt. \loll j'(llHdd. tht· follt,Wlh(J or ,('f, 

l'·uk H~t( " J)'J!Jfubh tuttU'f!. 

11$t:, fldl"('I'Usexm 1m (~ Job dB tl t1f."t1ITUllJ,,' S:uh.;' Ifml1.V9t rlJtJ, ¢4 dt.'jW t1:t'Jjf 

(HU1'lt~d fl,.,-'" ttlkf!~1S }'()UJ 6:)'V. It 6CtumQ d.' J/ thi' .IfIll fiJ!' (]ltdt' It.ll JU. ',t/1t§ }llYI 

pn~~f~/'t IXliS!) #l.a:nl:'?!JJ }VU apJrt1r ttl hJV{1 all till! l~it·.!'J3JtJ' qlJ'LlJd'lfutWJltJ ,!1lJl!.' 

C~.'I·ll.Y11t'·t} WJ!:) 1''''J get to til,,) l.u t alrJu Ut'lqUlt'tu (u:;/~?tt~/lt'Y kn'l: ILlt.\, 
(d'3fH."lIJtUtl!d ,l(t~~lll!iit 141tA:Jl JJ n. U;t:'41 cmqtJu'Y tlilt.' rJ(,l);U'tii)f,~M 'tl pt:'rSHmlt'; ,!tt J. \; 

S'(l,Y9 ltltJ lbntc' (iJl tlttl ,tfU"J.blt(:.9 ttJT flit.' Ir..'J:JJtl.QI) but tllfj9 tllf.t1tfn't l'I)JX~,wt J'H 
OOc.lJu's'lJ U Mtry dJd tlw IIJ,!JtJtutf.' fQJld t'Jdu'ulc' }\l4 (mld pr'e.fi£Jolddj-' tllo dt.~p.lrtf~:nt 
!furl l"J}Jtt iJJ'lulrl rfl"J ... "'f. ,",,,,,I) .. A$, I-J,,,., •• v ...... ..,..,..-" .... " Jt' 1 <y" ........ • ..... ,,. J",,,,, .. ,.,,,,,.. J",~.,,. •• ,,,. ._~ 



CUll' t\~.1d ,yt'ltJ may falll th, AlAS (W;Ud~ .\\\', t.!fJ1J ,mt a lot wre tJl,ln J t di)..It.,' now) 

rlttt,1ld rht, :U}"'lt A1'AS''"a:4<''i~r«llted P.,!''OffJSS1Q1tll deveJop~'l)t ('\1tlntG dt C'3:tJIU$ Z (at a "OSt 
\?f $5~i~UI' luld all .,,11 btl M?11. A.fter t,\WJd£'l'ltlg t'lit~ q,tlt,l()lW. JIt)t1 d{) ,dl tht8 (t)~ 
t>Tl+mtu.t11y ~)t tilt' ,1tlb. J/tl l(\tVo!! you t'ontllu,pltJt.u)q tn6 f~lu'~t,' for pnwrJtlt\'1. 

f'tHh·\tU4~ Naybc, ~ut Wt:! an ahu!rdv 4\ \fay down th10 road. \Iv htt'l1tl bmw 
aniNi ttl j't"JmmN,t '~n a !:Hilt of draft C'\.'Hnpt',tf)oC\' standards t(,,' i(Jtlcultural 
O.~lllt)tlSnj HH~luduHJ \""'lmrtt{lrH~HHJ HI bUAU,(HHl and Qf'Onoruet\, and lekfl,d 1; 
tu, WlfihNi tIl bto Ui\N1IVtld to th~.' further .it''ir,,'lc'ptiif·ut ,Jt thNW ap<I(:<I.Qhot 
a t & Ill.! f1l dr,. S h Pill d \II l' 

If V"1i 1(>1,1 ;a~··mf rtil}blt with thHl a;·:.'fHlt 10 hN'aU(HJ H CllQbt gHJt thf') AHlf 
ltl ! f!}lt l!'f\ ,t J~&''''t'l dVtf ~ntL wOHld tt mak(} YU\t fNll caaHH if ttu 
d'q,.Utld ,'\",rnpt.·tt'iCY Wi!iS: "MAA£S \prl)f~::\'JfJH'rHll ltp;trl ;; •• ~ In thUl <."ltOf,' yr,\j 
ff'1Qtlt he tt.,ltt <thY H?htEI trn!f tta 1<1,H'f'frarnf,nt H~H~\H 1't'\J"dl I'H,tt!'fit tal b 

.t It'\11,1. (I tl,t, It\'f.~jt··.'~n 111liuli f('lh<lllr. Ift)nf t tWfN:'. 

It \H lit ( ii, ~ h ~.~:t'. ,"I[,\fl\3' ft nu 'i~k.~l (t.arH,Ja J vtl1d. O$Jti('r,llt('!'l ,H,!t#l'f 

::HI~ t rl l""U ','I z-t Ill c,l,p '.·f ",~rJhtHlj~ '~!fr:lf'l\lf)tnltl.'nl Intl i}~l"t:1f.' (l 
IJ t(f~:.q.t (·ft'/ih ,fH. llh,fll"fl fit "~!tipr t'bt,'rtt", thtlh I t>lli{I'iif' if l~' 

:t • <rJl\ry f,'r thl pIP'fH,! .,f· ~1"HJt t d.>!!' .. rifdr,H~ Hlt'lt flat Hit: t)l(Hjtu,~; 

,9,; "t,!~ f 'litt,r.,t Ud~ t, '111!I{'.h u.'Y HI I<lll ,I'. t.,qn{··h 119 tit" U'h fit. 

v. ' d d 1 • q. ' Y 11 H 11 ~ t • t· .1 (:'tiH 1I f}f r 1 t Hi t, H • r, (H r q , If <i) fat 1 u r t 
P ',' fJdd ,r, f c'n'rlptl(a~(' iJ,lItl.q:.' .. M1;'llun\ (HId tli. trulhft, nf th" 
',~l t til <)'l'eh[~, t. JIll;,,\\! 'tt t' ""'iPf;t~' ••• ftf"t~ t'i~ "I. jf,t4'tr,·'itll'!d\, 

t ~ t f ' 

If I~ i)ll'i t , ,~J np,h,'r: ~h:lr t i"t qtil~l; t ht ~~'f\ '.".t Ail ttH,q~ ft'r."tr 

whprI P,.. ~:;)'" f'l.t f. r lftlP :t'[I'*h t Hill! fr.O' ttw Jithof,tilHI l/:.HH't n,/ifi ltl' 

41' ,trr, 1\1.1 wht)f} ft •• rl' ifj ~l' '.I, nlr'H,' tit. ' .. H1Q"1l:t'ht '.J''I't'l. ~f h.,t fhl'"'H~t, 

~Lr. • • A .'1'd 'l~".tf .f t'l\ti:pJlllt t:ltd, I'. "I·ul,! h.'f' .t'£1II,.!t i,r, ')liJHj,l..~ 

, r ',r ,f p)',hJI~t4h : t.·i,.'l,t loU talHTI ,~ p.t¢,t,1)h ,'fPU'. \it 'let ,~, 

• lit I~ t ~ f \ ~ f t t t. ,1 ttl f: l tt, • 

r "I'}, r 'h~ wt,}, dHn.t' f "l\jJHttJh'j Flt~hfhl;'\/'J lH,'1 t hr \l~ttt 
If~\t£ i. t, nil A:A'," tl lfnlHi p'~)t; \",1.11' Ai tl,'Hl (If,t(ltlildwci il "',I~lM'! ~u .i 

iit~ H' ~ H'i "f T( Ii}' 't. pl.hl 1 I ,'ba H t!lRlh) ~t ,/HI Bu ,ida,' r FL.~· 11 dq I'll h 1 ,H 

U f~ u,(j"j'!h,lt Tht· w •• IVHlij \itt ""'1 I,t t'.t vloftlh9 @t'Ui1 til, 1 h' ,"",' t, 
~·.f .. Af,r".t:tl ';(hl'ff\\l !1f'ttlIlQ t , • bt~ twld 411 dH i.Vllflee", wnh thuJ " t,fltt 

At) 11) b"'Hf1',dllJ I"}t'sr my nVIfi \]lH~ HI ftait t OlfH:fth") !"jt<Hlii,ud~i til 

p,,,fn'ilOl1h&t aQrl'IJltur&l .,!"Oh(1fH $ ar," tll,;th 'lhUt"'f'r;[;AlY u.tl uh·h,odt iiH, 
It O,t' AlAf, l'aMHI" btl JH:rtJl.hltl,>d t 1t f-!';hpttt'r,I'Y fJtlWi1lHl'ttl t,H ,iQll"u'hH,'. 

f'(',:)tlOG'lU'lto tHE! fl'?t un. then Wf:; wHtld IHWiJ ttl bny~",.tt th"IH ~,tIHH'44Hh 

It./('~,,,-.O(). HI a1.dltHm t(I the tugHmf.f)t~ prot>tEJott'd l'wnL Wt':' \itqAld iuglH' n,1 
tht· hlA~ HI flf)t 1'·'.';n'lPf3tNH to t:rect ~HH'h ~it!:Ul(ifudrp. It. tu "flV It ijfJt.f'l 

Un' ad'pt HH,f ~'Otl)r :tcncy staotlardo bfi'''(u:aH!1 UfH'I1~,»ldahlt" ttwfl \h r.:'H~d 
\lta6tf 4\ QOfl;d G€!ui ill' nmo ~nd (m(Jrgy settln(J up our own. to tt.*"~·[V thu 
ahould rH.,t al'lnt: bt>CIiIHH) no pr(Jft?Bolm) \ttl} bo eompollod I" ad'pt II' I 
£standardo. 



10 the Prescnt Syutea of Establishing COlpetence Deficient? 

1 belluva tbat the flfLt thlng to note 15 that relatively few of tbe direct 
,-\~nGUm.nl t~t tllCl Sf:)t'V1C'Nl prf.)\~ ,\ded by our "prof fHU' ';.oou are moolb()roof tho 
,mbl H". TIn G UI a 1l!1(l t rut) tOt' th~ even mol'. dl v~rsc profession of 
~Grle~ltural aLienee, lnd •• d. almoat 10 per aent of AIA8 membura 
ft,tl~'~.~ndln9 Ht the l1l9;: Prot.tuutllUll lwd Salary Surv0Y in 1992 vore full'" 
t HC!(i eHtl ar HId t1mplt~yo6e lFle Id 199~). Even to the cQnauH lng fUe4 of 
aGn'lllt \11' a 1 ~:'('ori()mH~a. vhH*h HJ pro~abl y e loaunt to th& oode of 6))Cratlon 
"f ~.,l.!;);t' I f tnt' older IH'ofuDSHUHL It 16 my (lnfHlrl.enc~ that most t"1.umta att~ 
t:tthN lU'fh' ,'rgatHol1ltlons (tf qovGrnm~mt(\. Th{)fOf~"~fL thfJ atqum~nttl for 
B~lf tu~ulatlon ~f Dt3ndarda au as to protert an 19norant and .eak 
·~,n~mn no put·l H' f r 1 n~"~'l'll'IPtlt \)ot pnH"t It 10fh\n~ can' HHl OU W(j l"ht "'1 th mc. 

"lHHH!:t'f Pfnttl·~t1d. thr.ugh thl' l'l)ppiH"ith~n hf CHU1DUt'I tJt(ln~i4rd!} uf 
·t!Ij,~'h'r,,~t' !:Jt'~t::I6 hfl!C1 tht) l(hJa (~f lnhu'lu'ltlonal Qsy.metry., that HI, .. t krH"w 
ttu '1.lt 1 tty "f I:!y flt:t;,i' 1 i"l'O bh t ~f(,~U don' t .. • Ttwt tlf on.? hH t hi' pr~jt crt Hm 

dt tt.~\ ,'t\hSdIllUIQ p'Jhll;~ 6 "\mt' mln ..Inurn ot <'lndatr.1 of f',}tnpvt(}!lWY Hi ft~qu1ft'd. 
fdh l~. f 'ti d'"'' I) Uot'll vdrk ¢fl th.: t'ZHukc,t hH' 1 ('C'!0IH':l lhlh~"<lt(q'l th~l 
v)ttP"t, ':1~lt' ': C\ !:!Hukf'!t w1th lnf"lmat It'ltH,l toynr.wtlY; tlu' uqul.\dw·· r\l(l tho 
H, li- [,~' h f t : u t ht' '\''"'!..Ip~}t l'yll. 

If n.t, t:::llin II!ll &9Y~t:ilt'try Wt'n) lUi ltlrl)tt~Uit r.'lloon f,t' ttl .. • ot •. :d {,n 
(:':Pt ld,t'j' r;t dlHiudf3, I.HIt' tfmdd f ~r;'t't~t to 1w hfHU' lug ft\I'~ Nlqnlf 11'ant 

nunbttn f dHl£1l'.ltufl.~d t- f ;n!J'lM,'t9. A9 tar ,IPi r 40 aWaIt h~~\hV«:'1' HWI(' 10 
k Qfl.'HlliVWtlll "f '~JHtll'lfi thi\l ttlit,' pHfJl'ht I: tlh'Ofi 6 .... 1 attHIUfi\! to <lfi 

lMh'n~1u'1~ "1 "\,mpttHH"'Y 1h ttHl pr totHii<'t\ HI U(HHttlott'U'toty lh Hw twll'", 

!bill br'&""·tPtl:,t1ly lalQ() lliU!lbNS ilf tn,·"QptJh,u! peuple 1,1"\ tlUil~lgb n", Ild 
u.d r thlJt tht, !}yott'tr' dl nHt iH'{jldlH'ln~ pl"'plcn wtH, ~H~ ~~Ilpllbh' \,}f Ild!ipHng. 
Hi ~n l'MI','atHt W"Y h rlHHlglUQ Cltt"IU:!'wtak;'t;}S, 

It lfJ illY ('ontflotl(IO that Wl! do ~HJt h<lv~J ~HJdi '~\ltt"Y btWaU6t' lllf"rf"lattnl'''il 
"[jSYClltry It) •• ,t a flHlblom 11l UH' ~ark()t for tHU flf.'lVnt'$ nt thfl[\f; of 
4\;;fll!7'ul\l.u:al IH"H:fltuHfL TbHJ 18 h(H'~U1J~) by llhC;) ltl"}.; (·~~rn1!)(;)r'\·lal 
tntUlli'O en gOVtHrwH .. 'nt9 art) the dUt'ct (',~rUHUZlt'rrl of OUI' Ot'flJ}>i'C(} (1nd lh."y 
trf\k~ fHH(: that tht'H f:l1t,'uta or C'ustomtJrs an out QPlhg t.~ b~' ~llp,)1\'9d wuh 
I;'(H, 9 HH ont 1 y pour tHJtV h-t.' • In sbm t, t her v at' e Jlutmr t III and relwur i"tlt ul 
lhtt'rr.le<1url~B b(lt,\HHHl lHi and tho f'IIOtU'r.lct who knnw how ttJ makfl and \~l\n 
afftJfd to ~ak(}. Informed r,~fill·"t~8 when ClJplOYUlg 6N'VU'(J f,n,lHdNo. 

VhtHtl 8\JrH"ultural C""'On(llnHHIiI are 6upplyuH~ OCf 1:1N!!l dU0('tiy tt' tOt! pubhc 
1 wf;-lld aloo be V{,ty 5uQH'lSfJd to hnd fll0nlfH~llnt nuotHJtll$ of f'urHHtmN8 wbl~ 
wer unablt·. wheUwr dUf) t(~ 1a<:'k ()t lntelllq-(~nCc, (rdtU'"at h~n of tu.ndo, ~t 
follow tho usual procoduroG of bO(~mil1rig l,of orf~6d "bout Uie t'umrH~t NW{~ f ¢ 

tho prof4l)GOltlfHtl tbey 50ek to Qllqa~e. It 16 my bellef. thtJf()fOHL Ul(\t 
COIH1UU/ttt'a III both U~e local market and tho tntf!rnat 10na1 ClhUkc)t fM ttH' 
servlcoa of agricultural eeonomlstc do not need the added prntuctlnfi \ilha~h 
olght bo afforded by (1 8YGtt1ftl of Comf)oten:ey utan4ards. The prn'lUH,JtI I'f 
competency standards for thlS purpooe would be unnacesoary ~nd .'It~tul. 

Ao we all know, tho prmwnt sYl!1tOtl! for c£3tabllahlno ttltl PH~fctJolHnal 
competence of an lndivldual .griculturel u~nnomlat for a p.rtl~ullrlt 
aPPo1ntment Qr lob lfl. perfoflXtod by two paru)lo of O~ptlr t 8: t ht) triO lo~·t h''* 
COlittnlttcti and tho referees, The proco6s 16 a cC)Clblnatl0tl nt 4!Hltl MnnQ ttltl 
formal tHJucattQna.1 qua11flcattonD Ul the d:s.oc1pllno and 49tHHlfllnu 
'nf1AP~JIll\:i..,.ft l'I'1U\1f\\<i ... A ","u .,'h .... "'.,,' ...... """".... I'fIL ............... ~ ......... t. 4 ...... .,.1,,'" """".-.\,,",, •. .-,,, ... 



of V4rYl.ng dc~rt}t)D Qf formality ant! "111 centre CD all atipEictn of 
compt1toney, both eloaaufab16 and llZlSl.(U\.$tU'I·.bl.e f roq\U.red fot' tho ,ol~ 1n 
questl.on. It wi 11 locl ude :tufor.mat um (about how those eoopt)tenc1on WOft) 
obtained, whetber 1n prov,ou~ employment or In-oervlee or otbor traint";. 
In abort. prohH.Hl1.onal eotn,.~toney Ui$ 1udO(ld by the qua11 ty of both input n 
and performanco outcoocn. F\U'thur~oro, there are about four 10\l,,1tl ' . .1f 
r;iuall,flcat11\}fl, at lfh'ua (flO of "'tach, tho Kantare dtlqftH) an4 tbo PhD, ar(} 
regarded 4tl more tban J\lot ontry to the pro.fo£uaon tmd tn.' it lndH~f1tlve of 
P4i' t1 {'u 1 a r coop~t (lne HHL 

It 11 plrtl~ul!rly health, for tbe Indlvldual ~nd tbu protOQ81Gn that tbe 
pam 1 '~f f!XPtH' t a il'IHuigoG th.rough ttl() JmrtH,n If) (lilrnQr ae hl.gbof lovelc of 
e~mpdNj~y IUt1 rnqaurod. An l\ renuIt, H 16 unhkely ttHH ~n'y llnfau bll.tO 
t\tJiUhHt an tndlvldual ,'tould ,)Cfr.UGt. It would i;\lno tl(t}tfJ a patt\("ularly 
t"f~r,r4ld.n~ pn)! n!W HHI h be' /,l~"~"'unf)d Ibf t.Hlpply ~"unt r'f~i whun thln waa nw onl V 
OClUiO ,~t Cit.' H' ftl\J\J 1 an 110. 

\"'lntt,int thul \lqtt, Ow !HtuljtAm. \fbUf\: $Itt,,,, uldlV'ldt"iIlD ID1.\lht htl 4bh' tr. 
dUCHr,!'l" tbt p&tH'l Ie .l\J:;itHtfi qnfl l\"~"rlldplUH)fi body., fnr hmu pmt.odo of 
t'1!f1.. Ur.aN ni(l!~t .. I"Hf·UC'iot;1n'-"nO. ttima.' uHiH'Htualc and th~ nrUI'UU~,ultlt.ln 
wt~l ~.~~·IUqt 1 q~t! al'~H!dlqlm 1~IJ!ilr.H'tN.1 ,'(Hdd 1:'H·q~Urt) ('hn!l1d{~rabhl pmwr 
\!Itd't, huid I'H 'lo~.d bon tP4f tt,(!H tHUi J{Jgf<tndlOfJ!!'lC~it ,1114 ttlt r.HH~H'" Hll ",<'lUI 
',f ~, ... H;'b~,!r n fit nit, IH i'lfHHHc.ch 

I bt'~HlVt ~H.' h'll.:"! tl elotJ~(' ~:tH~as! IUtd hlgtdy t!fh,!·'tlVt· oyol'nt'1 uf tHU­
rt J'ilH ;p;" ('if !·t!i.~r ·w1t:llng (UiY r,f'Hl"Hbh, !'Hl\H'("~' rat lofHl Da t IUUi'il dOytZlf!wtry HI 
"'tit! r.;{!rkt,t tar !!\Qr~i"I'lltur,a. t'··flh~mnot(l. ThUi t,t·llot If; t"ntjlu,~~'d by tilt) 

b~H:n(t·l ~fl n~at iJhllkt nH. q{:f"!,q 'fIll IHo'.lldNl by fwm, f~~hn "rUfHHumUl 
"t.I" hU\'tH (H:ld(IC k,HJ t f!)~kt d (luJtH'd d.'.l·t· tUHi tHU3 pb~nt\' (hf tlt:H:.i tqi «(Ill); 

I:d. t'Uu' $'JallatH IlltjjHit1fllili rt~q'Hn:d tOl ~rl lnf')rr;)~:d 14hl'H'~, T tH'l;?t 1.i"Jt 

tHn~: tfl,lt t].th~·f nIH lhttrUa t lf~h<}l '·H(';jt;,t.d 1t llil!fwfHJ «<>f n,. '~nDJ{'t"li"y q! 
lIit pr )fl'fjf,t~Hi(jla lie; .I~ldO.'Hl by ~vV.'t!1t·iJn (lDpl,)),tHG ;~l i'llI'U t E), Hl ,wft.'! HH 

-'fl. ffltl~3lt fl' !tfl rHIt. Ir.th'{'tL "1 tt"rOD VIi ln~t'nt·HlmHtl l',dnp"ltHtt,·m; nIh 

ht. q~HH\t ; y hh'H'tl nj~ IJHMfH' •. ' 

I 't\hfaOt btl l,flH1U'~Hl(Jd tt.,;.t 1t 10 ("lfi.ff fU"q!(HJilry ~, .. r c\tnH •. lt;h tI, df'IJHt 
fpi(:'\ ttH: prCtHH.t oyv.t!en \it f:lfl!"ortil1ldng N~miH!tli.'hl"'y. FUrth:(1ttltH. ! q}i •. Il'!t 
that ttU. t,u'.'CH'nt CI)'GttJ\'!1 would altflt &11 that r;lUd .. 1f Jt Ills.. 11 to'" UA:~r 
Git)tOtl f'f'I)£':J1H?tnuf:~' rnandllrdo t'41M lntiJ tJlo~h'rH"'«J. Ttl. tt!(Hlurl flh! til" 
hOot bela! llN) HI th,) natu .... uf tbt ot(uH~ilrdo tbt.'f:)r.H'l\1o~ 

H(,\1 would thNh: otaudardo be dufllHtd, 'fnw \",ou1d they bf' 1'HH1Nl!H'd? fdHIQ 
\/1 UI Prof caoo( Peru nat on' 1 am f'tHU'.'f.lrnud Hud 0 t and(trdo f~f enrop., t "I"'Y \'1H.1 d 
bo £HIHl'" and "tmahnott the atatuD (1«'''''', lnae'cd, tht mnre' unt! ttud t., 
lllo'Ja {lway frorn mHlr mtHmUlqh'ma gonNalltu.t$ Isudl !f, dOHiI(J thulUtl Hi .~ 
tI'lHlt:urtl

it lind Itapprtlpnatt)" mtUHlllr) nnd madl~ tho £Hand~rdg mort! f}lHH'lh!', 

anti htHU"tJ apphcabl(} 10 a cana.u~ttlllt WillY. tlHJ ~.n·'HHnr trw lHiik ttud ttlt 
PUftHU t of (!x"e Hone(? and lnnova t 10n III t h*! prottHlfHOfi wuu hi [,t ~~gnah·. h 
the Orwoll1a.n ())ltr(Jflltl, 0'100 the Gcard) ha 'H.'W krwwltHtYb (!llQht tift (l1'11N\ ur', 

'V1Ctl 'CharH!ellQf Of !1e~lbf\urr "i Urnvortnty whi) along wuh G'h1.UY qttjt-r 
~HHHor .'JCadernlCfJ. 18 rCS1Gt lng tho move t(J eomp(}t~ncy"baond OdtU"it.'; n ... if 
nfQtofls HUla 1 fl • 



'1 

To make tho stftndat'4t~ morn apeelfl0 and appl~eable, it would l)e necessary 
to ~ ay wbat Ul \tappropriato" I'!nd 10 Wt!4t uui~ I competent pnrnon "does" 
thln,Ul. To quat e P(mington (1992) cit ing KarmeL otani1at'dfJ no eXpreStiHld 
"dlorag6rd thfl ao yot unknown probl(Hill of an uncertaln fut,tre t•• It you 
doubt tbls, try to oot up competency 8tandardu tot tbOllf¥ \,ho analyse publlr 
Investments. Whon you've oat your aat of standards aak tho quantioo: Aro 
thono t~tnotl,".lrh()od tltatomcnta U ? If y\~U answer you.roalf tn the negativo, 
thon 1161k: If th€l competence of all 4nalysta ~~re a& t have dcflllod lt, 
eould thaI which lB now known an beneflC-cost analyalD ovor be improved or 
foplat't,d 

':"l1tl a691't ... ti~t .. {l prt~bh)m 18 how tu 3tHlfHH3 an UuH\l1dual'o pcrfOrmtUlCti 
tclat 4v{J to tht, ot1uldatdo. \tho .muld l:-OlH'Jtltutv the JHUlbl of t,)~port8 and 
tWW would thej' draw hn,otbttf tho (tvldenN! and r,\l\fI;", thtHf )'HlgoI'M,mts? ftort> 
\;I,' ",'Hi of.ll)' n,rt th~' prdhlerns hEHtH,} flH"od by thtl urllvartuttea ~s they mOVf: 
"f!tfui!! t'l'r:';;,QhunfiQ Uu quality fit tet:U'·huuJ. 'h(lfe)'$ ahw tho tlta.ry of 
!h~ dlttl,·HHifJ IPf'~l\rlUQ l'utH)~dNabll' atvHwta or pub11C mon(~y t.o tltt\1UHl 
!ltlH;:i.uds Wldi'h Ilttd npt'fH:luHJ C"ll:,,,rv pu.blH~ ffiotwy. they fnund lI"ou1(1 not be 
"d'.\~iM,\l·! ij ~HI!H'fHh'd flf'fltltt'f.t 11' tW(J!1f1 told th~ ~HetH'lttno to 1','p\tr1t{'" 
H,.·lf ¢\t M'Ihrchl flO 'h~t * rt,·,~t g'.:! f,vfilqut tun would bi:. POfH'HbhL P(~r'lnqtQO 

1'.1'4., ~,L· l~.'itt'!'1 thiS!d.y 0 /HI t':/IIttlnph: uf how ttH: '';IStHHHHtH.mt t~ul 
WA1Qfl ·taE' ntlH\fi.udfl doq" , 

'Ttlf' ,thq (':!Jt~m'flt wtdtJ Hl pllt 1*' thrlt tflf,1 IHO~t;'lt oyotmr: ,'j fH;~t (k,tlt'uJnt 
(If) lit (l'ftlh~ 'f (HHj~n91hg qIH\llt'i but 'I.t dOt's fwt tHH"(*tlrag{1 tlu) \Oprt)vllr.lfJIlt 
H. \~'HILty il\lH tHl"(', That Ul. It d.we; not tu.dp UD h~ blll·onw IOf(1 

,!,q"dhtl\1~, r'III,H:t"fWY ',tilfHhrtln. It It) ,'burned. would (mablt.! tblfJ tt 
tH(>~Hdl' fH>fil,millbly t,uWv.'t·l. 11 Ont' \HUitG tn !~lrIUWt Ow fHHVU'tHI of 
~r,\tl't\l'Jlt1na~~J by ,1I'1twH'tWt' tc Hf:Jf",t"N'Y f!lt(Uldf.lr~n nUtn thc utarldanin of 
i~oqH'b·n.·y mlHit bt, Dot t41gtWt than w(ihid (,ttH:'IWlfJ(l b. , ttu' ('/,\9ll or tilt)}, 
DIP)' .. rF'H',':!M d·".r tlUl(', At' untl N~t', ,·f tlw OlWf'tflUIl fHu'h ai'tloh 4'ould tu 
IJI 1 !Jflll ilfj fJ),trotntly altr IHlt l(' lUhll'f)' ,talll'h CHilt"f:' tht· pruftltHJltlt. wtilt~l, 
uq:j~'f\ f('f ~tiHHhrdn 'HI thUl tHHII. ~PlHlfNltly pl~H"(tj .·IHl!lIt!rif'tt), If)tNt'l.iftl 
~bf,Vl! lto O\Hi 1 wdl hf,! \'I'~flf~t}41t~ tbl?t thl0 Hi tht'< 1',\0(.' but fA t"OUHH.'. 

thl'u/ art' altfltY.l !ltC!:::{' \H>fY ,lHruUHlC 'UcrnbNfl to ~;'VN'y l}rotNHHtm. 

hi thtr, r:1b!;H'lfH,'t.' of (:vuh'Iu"" that tbv pl'tHJOr.t fly!iltHll la lot t lhg IHl d(uur· 
bUi'IlU!'J(! l' dmH} lV,t: !tHld t(" hlghcr h"It,l(l of '~otJ,pOhthl·t~ ovet tltnu, and wtWt, 
tbt:, puot! fl;~r t:ltandiHdn COOHH) from the prOfVSD1QU lta·t.Jlf, 'tilt] fl)il~' ~h 
lIF·hru.~d ttl 'alH: it look at anoth(,lt Qxtror..HL Tht! HI prt)vldc1d by IJtblnd 
119731 \i'ht. lOfjk(i,) at \rtf> fJlhHlllon wh0n~ th" pn",tNHHlUl HI t!111mHI(1 t.1, fHit 

lU d\:ln f}hlndartl!J ("'turh Ul th9 'fay tht:J pnHH.H'it push 1£1 dl~Vt.\loIHJlQ) {tnd ttlt 
prof (HHH on ollokt'l t (I IDflXlmlfHl befloh t!\ aC(.'fulng t() 1t un 1£ . 1,(;! 1 ilnd nlwwf\ 
that tnt· fJfoftHlD1tHl t10ultl set Dtandards wtuah wefo htQhor than rht, om'Hllly 
optltflal atandtH(\S. A cynlclll Vlew {uqht be that it prOf09Dl(}fI '"tHl oaul 
publ1 C S'J '>pon ff~f I':HHUnl161nQ It ~ aa 1n by appoar 1na to du tlu (}'}PliHlll· t. 

that 1&, by t'ctklog the apparontly altrulstlc otatH'(l that 1t HI IlUfJHH,1 
standard6 fo.r thu good of th~ natlon t tl ."OOlu'ltU1V(! abtllty 111 tbt) w-.rld'n 
mark(·ts. ThUl potHHblllty leadn U9 to ~otHudor why tht' AlAS Hj flf/ 

lntereetod 10 fostoring compotoncy standards. 
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Vby are Coapetency Standardl Gtino hbrlce4 by lin Unregul,ate4. Prof.e$lion? 

Tho ldoa of compotency standards 1n the profelstoh3 arose from a section of 
govermnf.mt but bas be on ombraced stronoly by the AlAS 10 the aboenco of 
satisfactory eVldun<'. that tho prestlnt Gyatem fer ostablishing competoncy 
1S deficlont. tlt:·o tho thrust tor chango comcs from the pro(oa4,1~n rather 
tban COhSOmerg there 18 a very real flak that the ~rofos81on wants to serv, 
its own Inde. Canvorooly. It ~lgbt be oxtremely altruistic or. mort 
11k.1y. there 113 It tetuuon wHhlfi tbe prnte!HHOn as! t fHUlks a trade-off 
between tbole vxtrome&. 

Thti flrst hyp~,th(>al!3 that CO til fJ 6 to l'uod tot an bther1l1S() unregulated 
PtOf,HHHI'n t\ (~m.brat~O tlHl pt'oposed .,"omp,ltonry stnndarde ttl that thoy tlllght 
(1ft~H an C-r~('ttllrutv to hunt the 6upply of pro.f«)t}fllonalfl ln the market and 
t.H~ ta fH {*'tl;t',9. I 'hope \to netId ont tBkt, thUI POtl81Dl1Uy too eCfloualy 
hH nh t.lHidi13. 

f rony tbi. 6f,uJl\iIUds "1ft fH'lPi'HHHi ao 11 [¥ltHme of self",rt."!qulatlon nd are 
r,c.t <l ~~yl)t('il' ,t 11·E,)'d'lul ('''irn~t't(;.>nt:y dO'(H"'tly tHlppnftfJd by legull,tlon. 
Tt.f,rd'''H) PNf,1 Ii fHJ Il, :dlflQ Hit'it!FHdVtH3 ,'HAt as aOf:l(:ultUrEll tH"onomUlt ot 
$gll~i;~hJnl1 "")t'ntlntr. \1t 1uld nnt btl HI br't'lh'h of thE:! lnw lf tht~y dtd 'lot 
f d5tH()(j UU' ~'!lfH1$fd I.t "')mJHdH;'~l' lald ddff) by tht:, protN'IO.1Qn a l 
('riJail.B,tt~ f, .:n~."'~ltt'd ry ,F,vdl'Uni1fjt tu ~H't thnt atandard. 

H, IH'',.'. r , I'Yhl~ r:.liJht fil ttl ttHit '¢H1.\fPt{lnt~:i • t(\ndu'dv an~ a form I')f St;lf~ 
r'I3,.a t ,I i, fdIJlt,.d bv \}Ivnn!u>f\t Ilhd ht!fH·(;>. IDmflbtln~ Ilf proh'!H:I}(lnal 
, fQI.Hd';a t 1: f1f, wt"."h q:..tld tiH"n: tnlQt.t PJ,qt'lVt' prtf{!tvnt H~l t ret\t£rltlf1t wht~"1 
l3etidt,j Q rr.:'it'nt fL'[~rl,a\1!lif!flt. rhlt~ I'ould btl adjH)V{~d by h)\1Hllatl·jfl whll'h 
nq'HlPi.'i that tf".fJl"~yt,tHi H. QH'{)f1 typt·a III pflGlfHlfiEl 1(1 pattll'ular 
, r~fjrIP,rlt If'fj,1I\ lnot i,tl.t lNtn lot d(lp'!},nmm,to f'lHHit btl ~t partl"'\ll.(H levela of 
COllipeteQcy /, a~' 1. vf'la 1 Iwd ,~I IUl r,h.fHwd bV tht~ UTB. An orijluUlH'Hl(\Y 
IP'lhIJ atandar'do of l~Ol:pcton('Y 'th'HHld tl b., ('nrHHtH.)ot \ilth thul.H' h'\I'('hil 
(H) Ii Iiit ruIn "f ~\!lppsHdl}' ad! regHlu t UHJ lt~ ffif:.'mbf fn HI OW c;ubllc 'ntf'fNlt 
"'\JiG hI .li I.Ui I)!,"".hht (,;t)Uitll(, b, f;jfwtt~,n iH) a tH'rtHh ,jlgf.illPll)tl'lfi fflr 
s I~ dl to ') P ~ yu\ ( , fi t 

~1t'>i.IMUy. 1'!Jl";~\lihHfJl (\\~qnUf!\lotn iH/d Agfu'ultlltal SI·luo t p3tm btlth hltVt, 
V~)fV 1,,¥Hl nllbtltlt~ih6 Hi tho prtH1'10HH'l uf (?f"tmfUil!l' and n."lHlltlfl( !HH'll" 

aon",!:t~.lft! 'HltNJly. 'ItbfJt H~1If1f,mlf.\t6 "hd I,Hun tn.,h'UH:f~l ~H·lt.'Jltlrlf~) 
HSrJct"tPi'ly. Arly f)hhft hltm Olune thilt mlght It'[Htl l' tn'H1l flH) pttl\:!ll('t 

dlifcrNltUatl.«.Jn iHHHng triftlll th(> prt.lflJ< "P.lgfl i"ultut'.fll" Ilod lillY IH~(}I,'natt'd 
"(J(!lp*!h1nf'Y f.lfetfldard8 I."uuld nut bt, oustoUlt'd tllthrlut til, ~lllpp\tt ,,·f 
{fmploycsfo. fHHHUnHtQ that emlllt.lyuro fHlt?k II} t,l"lt/un d <jl\HI qUI1IHV "f 
rtfJtVU*(J at h'llvt ("')st. then] u) no tlbvlOU9 rtH'Hhm »hy th~v \/('ldd ward tp 

pay more thah tbey oDed. 

AoaHI. h~,wtJv(tr. thtl (4Yfllt' mlqht EHlQQOGt that finod h·OlfllittlVt: .!ut'Jf.HJtt hH 
~be ("ompcttHwy h'v(Jlo elf atltndOtdn 10 any Qlvera proh'9810n d(u;"s nut (' Hit 
. yct. Out. mIGht It not be It rp~aoh~bl~ strateG' to l~ad th~ fl~ld Ind b~ 
wtlll plll(.~" 1 Just HI ('4r~"? Our "Yfur l'tllOht alao pOlnt out t b{lt ttlt- ~Wdll h 
tor the lOIHH'Jt ('f.Hlt PI'OfotH1H')nnl tH)rVli~06 I'Illoht b€J t'urteltl.Jd WhHl [i,fl1'ibttfl 
I'lf the proft!fHHtJfUll body can btl found at all lOVfiltiJ 10 thl) f)fopl'Y'h\j 
ofoanloatton. In those C1rCUmfJt~flC'(JO. it may be (HHJ1!!it h· rjvflHHHh) t 'fl«" 

who dttCld~ tht" omployment pu11C'Y of the employtng tlrglulHl6tl,HI that n'llt,r 
t:'t'OOOlUt'H 0 and aCHmUntn arc 'lot foally elCHH') BU};Wt lllH t)S. U t3j:Jf'!'uil PI t 
pcrsullchrra can 8ucf'fHulfully difh1fcnt into OU(/ brafH1 of soap f rOIl'! Hillit h~ t . 



product dlfferentiatlon amongst ooonomlcts and ~olentists should not be too 
mueb trouble wben the persuaders are also part of the audionce. 

PtZlfti.ngt()o (1,992) 0006 furthot' and puts fOt'\flll'd Q tltt'lpartiten conapiracy 
thGory far competency standarda (nomineos of labor governments, unions and 
employer bodl,oa). 1 wl11 U(,t rCV1C\4 freninoton' til viows in an~ dot41,\ but 
rocommend hID paper as lot.reottng, but worrying, re.d1 nQ. The following 
excerpt lndlcatus the glst at some of blS Ir~ument6: 

rho t:'t1mpf.?tcrllC.'''Y ("rutldde t'epl'Glumts a set"ond mtfJor rovolutJOI) HI 
AustndJI'Jn edtJt~tltJlJn. fol10WHJf1 (ftlJl,:,kJy In the wilko fIt tlw DllWkl1lb 
fott'lft,I'JEi. It J,fJ t,t evon qrlt.'atol' magnJtud6l, IJ()WIW~I', as .'!t PUl"P01'ts ttl 
mnbrtH"C:1 th.: flJu'Iltii of the (?dU(\ift 101] and tl'etJlUll(1 ~;YBt'em In Auotrltllt!. 
It I~QAs (0 deS~llbe and ~ontr~l all oducatlon and traJnlng In torms 
1"1/ """llk Hdatf}fJ , .. t1m'p,,'tvlu"Jes" .:tnd ttl blJl)d alJ IiJt/un a "St.dmJeti& 
"'f.lll " Ilf ... 'l l fltz.,1 i,r tht' ~lntu(J Wt1rlrfol'f'e, thl',',.lgh Jto netfft')l'k (,')[ 
"ttlP,HtJtt' ,"<llMHttt't.;,]f' w/JI('h tet1d bad, ft.') the NatJOfUlJ r 'Jllll1(} 
/1 .... M d ,jf tiit' ."t'I, tit, (If t/u Wt1b, 

It ~ lot' tlhd!l.! fl:'fiW 9yrflpathy wlth r fllngton'a tht'l',ry, tht Vle"'s of (,)\H' cynle 
1I1ht f,-It btl p,jr.) flll' ft:tf.'hod! Wlllh PNllti<Jton tHJOfJ ttw protes810rtfJ and tht. 

tHdVdrqtH,t) fHl p(ltE1ntlal VtctHnEI ln thp ,~nHH'Hh'. thiS I\t!od not bf' the "IH'H 

fq It pt· fNH31fln~l vtOl\rtl!lat ion whl14h fldfJhVE'!I;-tl" tnto ttw told a ptoftHJ&HH. 
Whl.'h d hal: F'I.}dc'd Hitr the tt'l~uu('d shape. That (ll'garusatl(,)ft wl11 t.w 
ftltt(l f/'t lta flU' slotltt)d ,'tlnt'Unl ({''It tht) p1lt,1l1' and nlltl t)fHI 1 tntfJrtwt, 
t.~ltlm\tf'l:.·. h,.IWt''-'fH, tilt) Ptoft'(Hl}Ofl \<1111 8ufft,r, 

1'hl~ 1. -:1n h, "f1f1tlHH t.Yf.HlttIP01S. halllcly, that th«, AIAf.'l has t.' mbt4H'Hl 
\>llr!f,ot(.'h''i nt"'JIIdardlJ b(?("I:HIfH' It \<I(l\tld ij1\1(. t:tu' AlAS ptHIIH and status wind. 
It prdH'r,t 1;.' rJ(,h'~l n.:1f ('nllIY. EVtHl thflllgh Illl Illt·mbl tN may not 'daHl 
J)f" 411 HH Y I NI>!)rds h nm t tH' ('XI' r (~PH' of t hu} pnWfJf t lH.)lt, It\i~} ht· 1 HHUd It 
{II'r n :It ~:tat'Hl lfl tht '~"tnlllurllty. or, at h'l:Ial, tilt' Pt't"(!ptHHI uf fltat\l6, 
"nt'1. qi~ ~'r"lPt)nslty of fWI)I,·lf' to want It,ttf·te Ilft(lt tht'H namf8, f>illfnt 

('X' fa ltttufil wtlld) appNH to dNlUtf~ 11wfllbel"Jhlp of II fkl.fWt urHUp. pf{.'balllr 
HdJld bf llJ)pt()I'latpd. 

If a p.,f',;'rH11 f1 flal OI'QlHdfHltlMI cah P~'rfIlHldt.' lta IDllmb€.tfJ /l1fl.l clthf'rg' t( 
tfikll. fil'rlf.Jlwly Its t('ntllnnnH!!j of t'otnpt,l,.:>nl"Y Han. as lnal('ait'd (tbn\lt tht 
rn n ('tlJfH.'!3 tlf prnfNHltnoal d{lvoloprnt.'nt (and (~urrH'\111Im dt,vt.'lnpliifJrlt) tl 
pOilblv IT/f:>mbt!fO to Il'lIH!t hlqttf·t' l(lvultl uf ("(lmpott'fH"Y b"("Ofr/t, iti'lpot t <lot, . Thu!] 
t tH' Ill' (Jarl HHl t lon 1\ t t a Ulfl the POW(l t t (\ 6(,('r ud It the; rt i"lh;s 'Jl "11,,1 df.' \,'f1l (Jprnnl t 
f'IIIUOf"6 and IJthl:!I' I1t'tlVltl05. Thla, UI turn. may allnlll tWill(' t.dlleatlolldl 
f!8tabluhmnnto to eflJOY tH()wth, atatuB (.If row6rd whl<'h (,ttuHwHHl Hit·IV mlqht 
not. M{!ibb~rl!l of the proffiHHHon Hl thos(J ootabl1shmt1nt n (~tHl tw f,>xJltJl'tf .. d t I 

GUppfJrt tho ('omp*Jterwy movemtnt. If my b.,l H:tfJ t.lOO\lt tho flPod tt'H, and 
lUll th of I t~(,~mp(d'EHWY !ltafldard~.5 (irEl fwmcwhtlt'e near tht! ffilirk fj\H~tl 1\ IH 1,I'NHl 

hat> tho I'.'apa('lty to O~) E)xtremely waah'!ul. 

In IlddltltJO, IHI long as it (·8.0 conttnue tu convlnCt' pt!oplil ({,Vttn 1f I)nly 
Hs mombera) of th(~ mElrtt of Us (.'ompetElrH~Y staodlHd!) the ('llQtlnHlatlol) "nIl 
rHlra1E~t. t behtJVll th~ matt(jr of Hn r.urvlval htu (~on(~onlOd tho AlAS (.V~;l' 
rocent dt1('ad'-~l aa mote Clnd mort? slHH:lallst aOC'letlOti 11ke I.HHfl. havtl ("f;ll1tl 

lnto existenco. It thu AlAS c~n eatabllsh lt6elf 69 th~ umbr~lla 
urQanlsatloo dlrortly or indIrectly cnntrolilog rompotohry 6tand8lds tn &11 
aqncultut."c-felatod prQf<HlIHnns, 1t would be como flf)OmU1oly lndt9~WrHJlbh 
and Its survIvAl would be assurod. 
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Conclusion 

I am unronvloccd that competonry otandarda for agricultural economiots ar~ 
necocoary. lIHit)od t hoy have the l)()tont tal to do damaqe t::> the profeso1on. 
ThlS would be moru 00 it thoso standards wero devised and administered by 
tho 1\11\8. 1 ber-om.:) s\lapH~1oua when GomO mCllIbot's of t\not hor profotlaion 
WhlCh haD lta Maln dleClpl1nary baoD in othor oraaa of SClonco (alboit with 
some ovorlap t~r flfHllO po()plc) bullove thero 1S a nood tor standards an~ 
Wilut t{o fHJt up utandanla for lon.cultural (:W()nOmlCS. Indood, I am not 
Nif!Vln,:ed tJwre Hl vvon a nuud tor lnt!lIlSU'(HUn aOflcultul'al aCl(HlCe (1f 
thero H1 ~}U(~h d thlnQ). . Jmpetont~y Gtandnrda arc l;t ITIf.~t!banlom fot" 901f­
t ugu 1 a t \(jn wtn "lI haD bNHl hlotHIOd t)y UovcrOnlont. In thO!Hl ('1rC'Jmnt allt'OB I 

wtlt'll (~ ~Hf')ng push tOt stiUlt.1.udQ com()6 from the profosolon, I booul t() get 
fcHnt "nUn ··f Hu' fltah sml'll of ('losod uhops and catch tho gl1nt 1h the 
t, y ~. t hat Q ; It' fl \II 1 t 11 the ~~ \' 9 U c f n r pml () r I 

t,ktHll)f I;.A II l'tO) , "'flit t·t.V&tkt,t tor l~.·m(jrl~': Quallty lJnl'f}rta~nty ilnd tlw 
r1tH ~H t H""b:1ItHm". ,,11(11 tt'll}' tltl/Jl1Ml 1,1 E("'onm,?JI~B B4: 4f18 .. 50n. 

'tUrJtflll-'HI .lllntl!lItt· (If Agnl'tiltIH,d !iCl~'n('f" Clq(I~~I, Rf'POl't ttl 1I,'mb"ls 
1 11111 II.:. 

£)111dWlfl '!'tH tl',rl Pt'tf.'t NP (lqQ;;). "OptHllng Addrt~HI". St'lJjJ.lMf OIl rh~. 
f'"lf.·,q!iJI'fi,r'I :HId "IIJi1S)ctfllh'Y St,Wd,lJ't/s. Aust 1'31 111 t"Oltrlt'll IIf ttll' 
firott!'Hll';JID. ff~11tt Urdd. C(Hlbt,trtl. 
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Lt'ltwd. H.P;, Ilfl'lql, "QUi1('k6, l,tiffiOfiO and IJle~'rHllflfJ: A Thu(Jry Ilf Mtrll.mlHl\ 
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