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On the Map: The Conservation Challenge for Sustainable
Irrigated Agriculture

by Glenn Schaible

Nearly 57 million acres were irrigated across the United States in 2007, about 7.5 percent of all agricultural cropland and pastureland.
However, expanding water demands to support population and economic growth, environmental flows, and energy-sector growth,
combined with supply-and-demand shifts expected with climate change and Native American water-right claims, will present new challenges
for agricultural water and conservation, particularly for the 17 Western States that account for nearly three-quarters of U.S.irrigated
agriculture. While the number of irrigated acres continued to expand over the 2002-07 period. The regional distribution of irrigated
agriculture changed as irrigated acres were added and dropped. Of the States adding irrigated acreage, Nebraska led with nearly 1 million
acres added in the mid-2000's. California and Florida led States experiencing declines in irrigated acreage.

U.S. irrigated agriculture continues to grow

-

;:;-,f""% Acres of irrigated land: 2007

1 dot = 10,000 acres

e (e, a8l
i L. = B e i |

/ LR | e,

/ i 8 Pl A Tyl Do A

Crnds i B L] L i % Al ; l.||l_:q

fr -\-‘-I"-— —-|1- 'jlf I ! j. * I {:Iﬁl' 3

'._ lll — _\_J_J. . |——— e | | i

¥ PDFmyURL.com


http://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2012-september/on-the-map.aspx#
http://www.ers.usda.gov/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2012-september/on-the-map.aspx#
http://www.usda.gov
http://www.ers.usda.gov/
http://www.usda.gov
http://twitter.com/USDA_ERS
http://www.ers.usda.gov/rss
http://www.ers.usda.gov/subscribe-to-ers-e-newsletters.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/multimedia.aspx
http://blogs.usda.gov/tag/ers
http://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves.aspx
http://www/addthis.com/print.php
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=usdaers&source=tbx-300&lng=C&s=pdfmyurl&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ers.usda.gov%2Famber-waves%2F2012-september%2Fon-the-map.aspx&title=USDA ERS - %0A    On the Map%3A The Conservation Challenge for Sustainable Irrigated Agriculture&ate=AT-usdaers/-/-/512d3871f777c0cc/4&frommenu=1&uid=512d387193e8707e&trackurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ers.usda.gov%2Famber-waves%2F2012-september%2Fon-the-map.aspx%23.US04cDOAxWw.pdfmyurl&ct=1&rxi=512d38703380c56c&gen=1&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://www/addthis.com/email.php
http://www.ers.usda.gov/ers-staff-directory/glenn-schaible.aspx
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

W g Irrigated land
& Change in acreage: 2002 to 2007

1 dot = 1,000 acres increase
1 dot = 1,000 acres decrease

L s
il i} 115 Deperiaars of Agricsiturs, Mol Agrs seuml Smimson Samvca

Source: USDA, Economic Research using data from 2007 Agricultural Census, USDA,
Hational Agriculiural Statistics Service.
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