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INTRODUCTION 

Ethiopia is: prinladlyana~tlll'.1t'al.countIy~ ,It isbelie'ved to possess an iJlll;nense 

potential.for asncwt¢ralproductiM, a poten.tial which b8$n« Yetbeenrea1i:zed! Onto! 
~'totallatld. area ofl~2lnil1ionk~ ·~.11 ~ cent js estimate(f;to be suitable for 
~C~l!t-J1'C~. ltow~, ()ruy 19'pet cent afme. ·~isl\t some' dme~forcrop 
pmJci~on {NRPCICPSC 1983; MSFD 1984) .. 1'bisaPParently low late oflJtilization is. 
clue in latiepartto endelllicprQblems of tna1aria,sleepingsickll~, etc, inthelowhutd 

. areas. About 40perCCllt oftbetotalgeographi,cal ~is clasSh1ed asbigblandsand about 
88 ~ ~nt Qithe natiOnal fanniIlg populatic:m live in th~higb1~)d·atta$. Prlot to 1975., 

the ·1!grarian«eIlC1n1Y in EtbiQpia was tCtJdal .. During the feudal entaD, agricultural 
'surplus. was extracted fromlow .. pt'Qtiuctivity agriculttJieby .a. relatively small group 'Of 

landlords.; It is geneta11y believed that tbe$Ystemkqxth~peasantr:y impoverished and 
ptesetved Quttnadedprhnitivc cultivation practice$. Insecurity Qfin4ividualtenw» under 
the feuWdsystctn mso reduced theincennvesifor tenants toin~ yields tbrough fixed 
.(;apital investment in ·~.improvemertt oflalld. The ()veraU~ffect QfthesetenU1'Q 
arrangements ·~I. asteflected in the stagnation ofagricuItQre •. Tids perceived b(>ttleneck 
was removed by ~pto¢lamation of March 4, 1975 which·lll8de. allmra1landspublic 
property pd Wereby.fUlldamentallyalteted agrarian Jdationsjn £Udopill(JlMAC 1975)., 

Since 1915, tbtough a.serles o( related proclamations, the Jovenunent has sought to 
organize agricultU~intop~uCtion unlts of individual tiUms (~1Ch of at most 10 ba), 
state ranus (mainly CQlnprisingfom)er estates,. plantations, and large com.tnereiaI f8l1ll$), 

and producer's cooperatives. 

Private fann households were organized into Peasant Associationsl(pAs)~The 
total number of PAs, according to recent figures available from. the: Minlsttyof 
Agriculnn:e (MOA) is20,l5.S with a total membership of about 5.6 nUllionpeasant 
households (MOA 1985b). As at the end of 1985., there were 1856 Producerst 

1 Since 1915. !be rural atea,s·are organized intopeassnt .associations below the woreda (sulHtistrict) 

l~vel.The .~. is. the lowest unit or administration which is demarcated territorially~ Within a 

WOi'edathe .pea.$8I1tfamilies ~ organized into associations largely on the basis of the number of 

fWnilioJ and: the.area u~r cultivation. A pcastUlt assoc.~on is organized fo .. every 300 to 400 

families 011800 ba ofland. In aP At farm households .cultivate landindividually. 



Cooperatives~ (PCs)~ofwbichon1)' 191wete,JC~an(lhad legtU~tUus .. These 
;c~ve$accountedfota.to~ Of 132.842farDlhou~holds(M()A 1985a). Attbat 
$atne tinle: ~wcre S4sw~iatm.so~and QpCrated~by the state. 

In·spite; of aU 'these DUlj01'-¢bangcs to tMstnlcture,ofagricttitulC:in the e.ountty, 

~n has Stagnat«t'Xhc~nt~ ofagtiCultme J1f:ith¢tea1ises its 
,PQtelltialnor doesitntett ·~·counttis.needsfcr foocl 

Currendy"Ethioptais .~c:ing avery wjdc. fcxxi gap; AgriclJ1UInll productlQn 
is'in~gannua11y by aoout 1.8petctatwhil~ population .·grtJWthis.tlppr(>~tc:1)' 
three~cent(WorldBank; .. 1984).; Althopgbrecent &lame nq,tavailable, 'pergq>ut 
consumption of cereals $ld pU1~bas been.ta1Ung$tea4lly,fir.tm415 .p1$petcaput pet 

day in 197sn6 to 367 gmsin 1981/82 (FAO 1982). EdUopia:bas nOw beconte'I;l'~~ 
itnpotter.ofsome300to 400 thousand me.nctons: tlf foodf,rain· eaeb year. ,~of 
foOd increased from US $11.2mjn~ 1974 to US $62~'3m~ '1982(NBB 1982)" The t\."\tal 
~"olume pf.fqod,aid.,floWing ~to the countty· increast'4 fnnn 135.000 MTw; 1978 to . 

243,OOOMTin 1982 (FAO 1982). The: increase,infQOd,aid is ~en.~·strikingif o!\c 

considers the ·case of1984and, 1985 whenintematiOna!food assistance; reached l.l~ 
million Mt ofgndn (R,RC 1985). 

'The basic ~nsttainton deVelopment mEtbiapia.iS that agriC.ulture~t1y 
producesJitt1ceronomic SUlPlqs.Y~itis .~. agrir;u1l1tt8l sector ~t QUI provide 
inve:sUlQlc~S()m:cesfot' IUltionaldevetopmen~AgricuJture six»lldfint .. celt$ own groWth 
and also finance industJ.'ializationof theoountry •. Th~ ptOblel1lttherefor~,ishow to 

achi~e development and 'growtbinagriculture. An ap~tion ofthegellC1~ .CQU,1'SCof 
agrivultura1developmentin Efuio,piasim;ethe : 1': ., landleform may provide some 
inSigllts'to decision makers in Bthiopia. nus is~temp~'ed inthe1'emainder of tbis papt:t, 

·Ffrst,·the role, ofagricu1tureiIl,Ethit~(Jia·s ccQnoqUc development is briefly 

described. AgricJlltureandits pafttnnatlf;f; sInce 1975.axe then examined. The major 
'chalwteristics of agricultural 'policY'inJjilY.1t)}lill are investigated and theit implications for 
tbe developnentof agrlcultu:re are J.'Cvi~'lIed. Ftruilly, themairt points of the paper are 
's~and suggestions are offerWregarding the future developtnent (tf agriculture. 

2Pea$ent$ with small holdings within ,. PA are being Qrganized into coopemtives. These peasanl$ 

,cnI1iva~theland ccn~tively. 



AgriCultum~ direqtlycontriinlte toEthi~secononuc,deVelQpmentin'siX 
bnpottatit ways'. Th¢$e are:,· 

4,. By providing .the necessax:ycapiuuforindustdal d~elo'pll1¢nt and social 
investment; . 

$~, iymising tbe.~.Qfth~mralpopulatiQ:o,and tbereby.being an.lmportant 
~ofeffefinvo.~and 

6.Byprovidi.H6empl~yment for;a significantpanol dle~l pOpulation,; 

,~ltbough the~ 'exist statisticaI hurdles in quantifying! .theroles,·agrlcuI~has 
played in the period$ince· 1970/1.1, me ovendlpic~ is' cleaJ'frnmtbe .data· in Table l~ 
From these data it can ~. ~ndtatagrieolturcts share of GDP, at around.SO pet1cent (80 
pet ~t fivm CIOP',ancl 20 per centtrom livestoclc)bas not cbang~ sigrtificantly tiom 
1910f/lto 1985J86~ The industrial, d\'mt·!i\~C trade and otberSCiVlces secW ... '$account fot 

about 15 per cenft 15 per cent and 20 pet cent ofGDP ... "~tively. The data also show 
that agriculturenladeana1most ~ua1 con.uib\1tion 10 the ODPof tbecount:ry both dming 

the pre", and post..,l97S period. ithe development of the non-agricultural sectors bas not 
significandy·teduced .. tbe overwhelming dominatinnof the ecQJl<m1Y by tbeagrlcultural 
sector. It ~certainthatthe econClmic development of Ethiopia will inevitably depend 
prlmarlly011 agriculnue for many deCades to come. 

Agdculmrc'sCQlltribution is also notable in the earnings of foreign exchange 
needed for modemk.atiorl of the country. Over the ten-year.period 1975n6-1984/8S, 
thes: export eam.mgs'largelyoriginated in agriculture. Table 2 $howsthat agriculture's 
sh~ in tbetotal ~«lu~ ofex!XlItS was close to 90F cent over .the period 1915n6 to 

19S4I8SfThe va\~"" of . 'Offee e;~1ortS:llllS genmlly in~. However, the vallIe ()f 
exports(.)f pulses and Oil ~eeds bas ic:nct.: J tQ dr.cline. Exports of livestock and, their 
prodDCt$ $ld·()ther'industriai eropr. "avenotgroWJl ttnpottmtly. 
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AstcgantsdtepiOductivity'of ~tln'e. thc·re14tivc ~,of~,'tbrec 
typeS. pfproclllCdoplUUts -individual f~s~~f8m1Sand,f;QO~tives ... 'betw~ the 
years, 19151J6 8Ddt985/86·IJ't$hoWlt in t.b~3. Pea$antfanns _ ~thc domin~t 
ecooomicfQi'CCm tho'C01lll~~.n~ utllit.et,on .. ~:.~ a.boUt95pct·centofa.~e 
'land ~il and produced ~ 96 percent oftbe national~ricultmal oJ.ttpg~ .Fat the 
samc~:state.fanns,~rot3.2:petcentoftbe toUd cuId.vatedarea.and. 
contribtltai ~t2..8 per~ntQtthe~ Q'QP~ 'IbQJ?Cs a«oUnted f~rougb1y 1.8 
F .. tdland in~gricultura1use and'to)~-ributed about 1.2~tcn~ of the total national 
crop prod}lCti~ 

Ce:.(eal$.dominate nationa1cropprPductioo. ~ting t«' over SO pc:r ccnt of the 

·a,reasown ('fable$.4 and 5). ~sando~ ~untforaIl buta.mi.nor~tagcof 

~r:cmaindetof the cropping", 

'lbdannU!l ~und growth rateofarea.pl'QdttctioPand productivity fQrtbc 
'periOd 197sn6'tp 1985186wasesthnated using exponential tunction of ~,fonn 
y;:: 'aebt• 

Theresull$ ~ sununari~ inT41bles 6,78l1d 8. As shown inTab1etl,tbe 
,prod.uction of ~"in~ by an average of 1.91 ,per ~tper annum, wbereas ~ 
annualgrowrh rate in area sown was 0.88 per~nt. Similarly,titeproductionotpulses 
;and~sincreased by .1.61 percent and 6.74 per cent respectively while their growth 
tate'inareawas 1~6~p.ercentaIld 3.36 per cent petaDnum ~pectively" The eompound 
growth IateSm '~·.aIld production werebighe~t tor oll$Ceds due to the establishment of 
sWCfmns andtbe formation ofPCssince thesetwosectorshavegiv~n~. emphasiS 
to,!be production of c~poIta1)lccropssuch 8$ oilseeds. OvCX'8ll, ~tchasbeenon1yan 
insignificarltexpansionin area and productionoffOQdctops~ 

nt>l~ 7 shows tbatyields.per hectaIe olmost Ci6ps at the nauOllallevelbave 
sboWl1.a ~Jinjngtren~ The nationallevcl yield data w,~ di$8ggre~t\l> assess the 
.annual change in yieldspc.f hectareattbe sectorlcveL The results are pre.~ted in Table 
8.. As $bOWIl in that Tabl~,positiv~ cbangesin yields were mainly in the peas4U1t fanning 
~ort Yieldsin:bo{h the.PCand sm.tc fannsectQrS were. in rnostcases reducing Qverthe 
perlodftom 1975n6 'to 1985/S6~ Tak\~n togeth~ Tables 6, 1 and 8 show that the 
telativelylQsignifieantgrowtb ince~alandpulse:~tion in Ethiopia oVer the dee,ade 
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. '~\ _Qot~ya.,tono~ion~'·Jbof;Ultivatt6'~but'alsoto'~~in,yiQw. : 
~~.~.~and~:asdeQ1tura1sectors. Mofe;~y.,tbc" 
anntml'~~tateSot ................ tandft*,111!~,~...,,~,.,t......·t.,csti '.ed ..... , ...... ,ta. ...... t-.... 'f'I" , , '" ',," ~~"Wt'I ," ,~9IU;, ""~l"'~ ~I ,JllIl~t.¥~~..,...per 
«t\(~13'ks$. dmn:'tbo'~·lU1n~;~~iIOwthJatcof,tlltee Fcettt. For~ , 

· Qf~foocl ~lllUy' IPd &;vet~~is vtta1to.~wll)', total CfOP' 
prochtctblhas 1lQt$~1~,QYer theperiQdof·,tbO,laStll ,yc;ars:wbeP. 
$Ul'pos¢(lIY. tM:t»'tlb1¢t4of ~otnsecudty'w.$Plv~b,'WldrcfQnp'I1ld,.~ 
lecbnQl~,Mcllx)ell~'to~ 'Tbi$ c,ritb1iS$uci$:~ with to. Jimitcd; 
,~,m;the;Jitterpa¢o(tbispaper. " 

SQm.cdiscu$$iQll, Of!iVeS~Ockp1X.l~ is'n«essary tQ,slvC a:~cornptc., 
l'~(}fQrjopi.anagric;ul~. Lives,~p1ayan,~t1'Ole;iI1Bthiopian~8in, 

~upplyin.raniJDJl powerfottultivation,~y inhigbt,attd'~ fIl,',~hishl~ 

smaIl .. scale.tanne.rs keep, livest()C,~';i$a.tQrJn of insuntJt<» again$tctOp failure. as a f(l'tn 
of$avingsor~\lS<; for·brecxting dnusbt ~fQrCl'Qppinl" to~$upply 
·transpQlt,~,tosuppl,ymanurc;fQt'~.and2l$ a'~'ofmeat and ~(FAO 
1983; OOElMCM 1984)" 'I1le:natlonal,'hetdsandflocksarQ ~Jkcptin,*highhmds 
w~(lisca$ec:ha1len~ tostookat~less afum,tl)e,bQtterloW' laud' ~ '~"&'C 
pdv-atclyowoedandthe.,1ll8J.'kets,forJtcwk,:meat and'~'~,prod_'$tC,JlOt'$Ubject 
to si~t govmunent intetvcQtion. Livestockb~ve, been 'And stilla.n;tbc singlc DlO$f 

,impomtnf CIlJital asset of1'lll'alpeoJ?le~ ~ Etbiopi.hi~ ,tll'C' $tQCkcdlltan av~e 
Qf3S1ropicalLivestock Units (TLU)perkJn2··",·~~rdu~n:IUlY,othet ~'Qfco~ble 
.~in·the continent Eddopia ~'ihe largest livestock popumtion m. Africa (FAO 1984)~ 
The es~ oflivestockpQpulatioll in Eunop~ ~ $hewn in Table 9~Des.pn~tbe 
iulpiessi-.;e ai~ .ofthc,Bthiopian livesto¢k .population, theirptOOUctMty is I()Vi'(1Ai>lll lQ)~ 

Thcte aJeisevendtea$Onsfortbis~ 

Fitltly,thenu11lber oflivestcekin Emiopia lSllQt in bal~.ce with; the avaUabie feed 
~ .. Overstocking ... associated with consequent land d~&l'adation,.is, widespread in 
~higb:laJld' a,reas. 

Secondly~!Ilthougb, the :higblands are largely free· of ttypSllQSOllli8$isandother 
~t discasesmainlYQCCuning in thelowlands,stockin thehiglW1nds areaftetted 
.by martyothcrdiseases,causing nrorbidity and 11lortality. 

Thitdly, the Uv~toCkmarketing,system is poorly developed. The uuUn livestock 
PfOducuon and. surplus areas are located far from the 8Wn localmeat~ousuming and/or 
~~PQrtinscentres,TJje tntll$portofanimals over tbcs~ long distan<:eS is largely by 
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trekking~· A~1lt04iivc;n fot daY3W'itbQutpmper feed,,'watel\~~i_ca,using 
si~Q$I1tbodyWci&htl~. 1n'~uaditional hll~ SYS~'·4n>urht~~ ate' 

,givCllpribrity b\fceding',SQ $tOC;~ whicb arc tn¥Ied: oclOld ~ ·.~.~y,fatteJted 
pri(JI to disposal~, ,NCYertbel~ liYestoclt sates ato the,mBj«so~of'~"~inth~ 
1a.r,~y $U~,fanninS areas. :rmally. itnplOVe(lli"es~'~havohMlittlc 
impactnatiQnan~ andtbe)r arenlainly tn·thesnWl-~,~dairys~it.Or(TegCllC 
aQd'T~na$sie1983)" 

.~ central ,~~'pfa¢C1.lltlRt()tb~nJ.tiQllis .~'.jnthc l'tlltioual 
tlevcloptnentplanofEtbi~ (NltD('JCPSC 1983)~Theplan·~ acknow~gcd,theneed 
tQ,inCrea$c pd. diversify agri~t\lX'8loutpu~ toJCbieve $e1f';'spffici~ncym fQQd supply, 
tUldtQraisc;.tuf81 iIK»ll1eS lUldUvings~. liQwev~t inpr.ac~,m>ncpf~ abQve 
ha$bee~ achieved. 

Vi~weQtWer tbne,.pemaps ~lIIOstnO!ablcaspect ()fpubIicinv~tmeIlt in 
agricu1t1n'ei$,illa~it$~t .. 197Sshareis~erUlanitspre..197Ssbare(Tablc 11) .. ~ 
socWiSltJovenunent fQ.~tted it$Drst ten~year(1984 tQ 1994) long-tcnn planln 
198W81tc Accotdingto·thi$ plallagricul~ will.-ecd.ve 22~1 per .cent of Uw. 'tQta} national 
irlvestroentOut oftb~total agrlculttmU btulget, 10.8 pet cent 1$ for ~tfattning •. 6.1 
p« cent for $~te fanns ll 220)4 per tent for settlcme.ntt\nn$, 38~6 pet centfor irrigation 
fattningon sta;tCfanns.9.8 pet cent for t1tpOJi Cl'PPS,4.2, percent forto.testry.1.8per 
~t for,livestO.CkandO~3 ,~tentJorfisheri.es. 

Tllemoststtikingpoinr, however is tbe targc absOlute and relativesi1-C of 
investment envisage4 for~,hrlBation and' settlement sub-sectors •. These two st1b~sectors 
together ~nstit,ute 61 ~'cent of thetoPl1invcsunent plannedfor ~gri.cu1tln'eand over 13 
percent oftotaJ:p1an~ lnves~ntSettlemerj'fanns.m'e .alsQstate-owned,f'arms. 
lrdptiQn f$n1llng is e.xclusivelyonstatc fatnlS. By contnlStt,peasaDtfanning 'is to receive 
onl~' ltpercent ot·t.be.·totalinv~btlent planned for lIgricultUl'eand' 2 percent/of.the total 
p~.mve$trnent Th1$i'Qndet$cQresthe Uwk ofappteCiatiOn of the stnltegic role. of 
smalUto1dersfu tlledevelQpnterlt Qfltthiopianagriculture. F~ the apportioniug 
oftbi$ irLvestn)entb¢t-wcetl tbepcasantand CQOperative~asant farming is, n;>tclear. Itis 
liketytlllU,de$pitc .theitpoorpetfQrnl8tlCC to date, the emphasis wlllcontinue.to be on the, 
:stat¢ fvms~ PfQdUCCts' cooperaUvC$ andsettl¢mentf~ This, will JeSultin 
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&~VC~$~ tbC,·nm'$~.gd~,~t(Jr$,~\~ncc~slcCt~'.thO 
~t~IN~ip lowUtm,inputCQA$Um.ptton by ,tbl&.~~ .. 
'S~kter$'_ti~fqr~J~·~'~~by.tbo~@t~, 
int<;ryenliQ$. tA,tbc:S~inf()Od_maitetjn,~ ~.in~tiQP ~,~ 
,diffie,. u1tics ot-.. -t*c ~ , '" .. 'ftft':,-,"th lhni"'''':.a -............n~n.nrt ...... d'· '&",,"':I:":u ' ~ .. " ," .... ,~u.qtn ~Wi, ., ~~~¥~JO,~~~.p.1~. 

·The~~.of~Q~l~~~agdintbnnati()Q in tbe,~tty,~ 
~. ~ ~ probletn~ witttclhnaticvanat.iQnir1 If;OUQuy'!ike Stbqna 
w~~noldCr:asrWUl~dq>e .. ~tirely M~II,areQVetl~ 

lbc',1atg(},pp,'~, ctq)yie1d$onreseat'ehpl«$and.,on~·&\d$; 

jndb~ t.lu4.lbC,~b~ts,~dtber bey0Q4'~ '$lUIU~' tei&Ch (Jt~, atenQt 

~ m',JQthQ~'Ut apropet'Wa1(Tabto 'IS). The,CQm.p~ getJgrapby ofSthiopia 
andiimpQttant,klcaldUf~nccs m~litna~ ,soils. ctcl't ~o it DklSt4iffitu1t to-ov~ 
~pps un.1C$$ the fuQding oragricultm."al~b'i$dnltllUUcaUyi~ 

1; ,~~;tion to tbcabQve",~ CQU)ltryh~ al$O encountm:d $Cveral ~n~ta1 
~tQhU$,~$ ~bich tbclUQ$t Unponanfones are ~sion ~ to i.nafl,.~tew~and 

SQU ~prt>~~ blg'hhllnum live$tQC,kpopU1atiQ~ prt$S~ on a~tu.fal, 
land,~ted~e.of~&ht$1d.~tde$tlbili~due tomantnOO.c and 
~tral'~ 



Ovo'·.morc;~twO~1 numberolpl'OjectSha~·~cstab1ished,.to.supply 

t_inpul.$(~;~,fetti.lizct _Unproved~. to p:ovidc $hQrt~teIm~tfortbc, 
~~ ofinpljt! tUK.t'tQ, glve.apcultutal c"tensiqn ',$tMce$." *<>$mI1tholdes& 
NQQC~ dlc·dOnles:tie .nwaUonofCf.plal otltlays fcx"~~paQkq~~'pro&rams W8$' 

SencraU,·ina4equaueandQlQ6t oftbettt ~depeJ1dcnt,ql e1ttenlal f\u!d$fot.tbdr 
~. J\griculturt,!~·.~ f09dandetliplOymeot tQdlCpeop1o·andtaW' 
materials: t,o.industdes. .alsQ. $UW"" about,90pcrcent oftbc;. totdCX}:lOrt C()fDlDOdi~ 

~bedli$f~t,~',.JlocadonoffCRignexcban&efQrtM,~~ofapicu1tural 

equipment and it:npOttedfanninputswA$ ~2.' pctcent and 10 .. 16 per cent over 
.~period.1911/12 101980181 (NlU>CICPSCI982b)~ Also, wben vic:.wed· Ultbe ligbtof 
thCf~tbnt ~.&riC\dtural$CQtOrCOi1tributc;s·~,·tban, 50 pet Ctrl1t .,cfODP and~ts 
{orBS per~tof etnplOynlent.thc.~ al1Qeated toapiCutuual.~appear$lQ 
beinadequatc., '~'1982J83tfotm~~ ontyabOQt.O,,4per~t of'dl¢, 1981/8% GDPw2$ 
aJJoc4te<l.tp. ,griqultural~. 

F~8fOWh1g trOps' b spJehavQ~sponde<l tP ~fai1UtO Qf·thcS;f>VC11lIJlCIlttu 

.provido.~, witb:Pn>~~ti\iVC$(prices) bytetreatin,~ t()lbcspbsisteQCOmQde. 

Vinga1ly aU'tbe ~rmm"atc. pdce$. (obligatoty '1" jta selling pricc::s) for.tbc 
privalc.secu.-for.J)lOSt crops have lagged wcUbehirldtbc,loCal··~lQ8JtetpriCe$. The· 
agri<:Wto111.to1nS of ~ deteriotateda$producet.prices·~. fixedlChUivoto the 

pricel of map agricultural inputs, particu1a.rly of tertUizet. At Cl~t off'lCial prices 
Stnallholders do not covcrthcb' CO$tofpmducnQnfor $OIllC C1'Qps.. 

The patten1., ofdistributiQnoffertilizef, .impro~ seed andagricWtural ~t has 
alsodisadvantased smaIlh()tder fanners. As maybcstcnfrom Tablcs. 12. 13 and 14, 
~farms (whkb forexanlplcin 1980/81 contributed tess dumS'pcf~nt to national crop 

pcod~dcm and' COMtit11ted IC$$·.~·S p" cen.tof.the tQU1l.ateCl cultivated) U$Cd 52 per 
cent: of the: fertilizet. 79 pet cent ()fimproved ·seedand 91 percent· of agrlcgltv:ral credit 
l.vailablcn.atk:mally.!n .tbewne year. tbepeasant ~Qf which cultivated 9S per cent of 
tbe·arca·Qd contribuUXl94 pet cent of lhe Jlation~ h4n'est used 43. 16 and 9 per cent of 

f~,b:nprovedseed. andcteditrespe<:tively which we~available. 



~ agricultm1l1dc~lopment~~heen.$4Wercly~:~··the.· 

a.pplication of~te~cultunllpoU~ apd .tbo.dea.nb ()finv~,Qn1.lt\intm 
~lderseetor whicb ~te& th~'naU.Qt,,~~,~y~ Low prod.ucti\'ll)tand.pocd~\ 
~fJ(imarkc;l$fot agricultumlinpl."":an.d outp'Jt$ J;ltlvcalso, cQn·~tmtedto:~ pOOM: 

pen~ofthe agric\dnu:a1 \\\eCtotS~-c: 1974n'.S .. 

The often4e~food; ~{tuatiQn in, the,~ntry.~ llOtimptQvcdsip\iP~tly 
Since. melt ·Poor &fOW'th inl'llXiuetion r..an·t~attrib:ut«ltovarl®S factors,thc.mQSt . 
. imporuuttofwlU4;b are: .:thf; quanti~tiveand:qu.Uta.tiVQ~ficie~ Qfrescarcl\ ex~ntd¢m 
and. stll'portinsututions eff'Od$, .ana.·the. ftlmUrlngofJarge--sealc; ,and capital~inten.siv~ 
$ta~~'lannin8ente1'Jlriseswim·~~t,tmdQtber~~puts ~~, 

labourto~.·re1ativenegl~~.g~y to tbedetrintent.Qf stnallholdets. 

Tbc 1975lan(h:efQrtn(lid~~~ to :landto the tountry'$S~6m.un~ 
smadlhcld«'fitmer$", HQwcv~r, a.succesIDit land tcfotm would. have tUen:be~ account 
oftl1()~. tedlN01Qgical an4.$OCi.t factors involved 

TC)'brillgsustiPnedceonorrnc ·mowthtoth~ turnl areas,.:bal~ supply of tbcse 
1Uld. oth~·~UltcdfactotsareneedtA. 

The $O"Qt1l~ ~tagr!cultutc ha$. not y~ feSultedin ~~tives$ldstClt¢ 
farms ·using tnon:.·thanfive·pet cent of the totalcnldv:Jt«\land Of pnl)dudng more'~ 
fQU,f ~ cent of:tl~ total agricultufal protluctiOn ~tJlOl1~tog~thC2:'t they have ~cowUed 
ior·jJlOte,tbAA 60 pet cent·ofthe agricultunllinves~nt 91,petccntof a~ulturat c.redit, 
79 per cent ofintp:oVed 'see4' allocation and S2 per e<;nt offertillzer used in the 1975n6 tQ, 

'.1985/86 ~dod. 

Objective conditionS' must be taken into account when moving, trom. redistribution 
tQCQ1l~tivizationin a CQ1JI1ory where subsistenc~ pl'Qducdon accompanied. bya low level 
oftecbbQlosY~tinuesto dominate the agricu1U~l'al sector. The drive towards 
coU~ti~don should neith~unde~tinwe nor 19nore tb~ important~rnic tOle that 
could. ami .$hould.~· playt:d, 'bydto; smaU·~e fa,rmers who presently account :for 96 per 
~nt of tbc total.agrieuirural pnxtucsJon. <mater illttentionto the strengthening of small
scalefanncrs·isWartant~~.d essential, in Oitderto increase agriculturalpJOduction 
and toprornoto, rural devc:lopment .in Ethiopia. 
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Year 'ODP 
(mbh't) 

mont 240S 
1971n2 2286 
1972113 2345 
1<)73n4 26().) 

lCJ1405 2423 
1975fl6 2739 
1976f17 3198 
1977ns 3461 
If)7SH9 3656 
1979/80 3871 
.1980/81 4024 
1981/82 4035 
1982/83 4281 
1983/84 3793 
1984/85' 3177 
1985/86 3860 
Average 3260 

Agri¢ultutC 
slweof 

totalGDP 
(%) 

54.5 
51.8 

50.3 
49'.3 
48.3 
48.S, 
48.2 

47.6 

46.7 
46.3 

46.Q 
45.1 
48.5 
4S'~6 

41 .. 3 
44.7 

48.2 

13 

Tablet 

AgriCulture 
groWth 

rate 
.(%) 

3' .. 4 

-4.9 
~t6 

11~1 

·7:.:0 
13.0 

16.8 
8.4 
5.S 
5~9 

4.0 
0.3 
6,.1 

.. 11.4 

-16.3 

21.5 
3.69 

Source: eso, StatiStical Abstract 1969nO-1985/86. 

"" -
Share Slf'.·~~ 

lttdustry . . 'Trade \SeM~c; 
(%) (%) , (%) 

1.5.2, 1,3.6' 16~7 

16.0 14,4 J7~8 
16~4 IS.1 18~2, 

16~1 15.6: 19~O 

15.8 15.6 20.3 
14.8 16.1 20.6 
14~9 15,,4 21.5 
14.5 14.8 2.3.1 
15.S lS~2 22.6 
16.2, 15.1 22.4 

16.0 15 .. 5 22.5 

16.0 lS~7 22.6 
15.5 16.0 20;0 
17 .. 3 16.4 20.7 

18.5 17.5 22.~1 

17.3 16.5 21.5 

15.9 lSA 20.5 
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Table 2 
YalueQflltbio.pia·, Bx.PQJUQfMiliOr,cqrrrmgdiges '-:-lmO§ tQl~84l§, 

teal Total vaIJlC Non- ,Agri~ Mapr~U1tutal~itemsas 
i' of~pOdS agD;<i tultnta1 ,--1~Wtuml'~~' ' . 

(Iil. birr) cultund a~%()f Cofr~ OO-Sec::d PulSe$ ,lJvestQck {)tber$ 
il$$Qf ~td 

·tOtal 

1975(16 540.00 9 91 6O.S 8;7 tQ.1 16.4 3.1 

197~ 646.00 9 '91 69.$ (,.7 ll.O 10.3 ,.S 
1971{18 670.70 6 94 81~7 2.6 S.O 10.0 '0.7 

1978lJ9 744.65 7 93' 78.0 2~7 2~6 16.0 0.1 

1979}SC" 984.80 13 .87 73.5 2.2 3.0 l1i1 3.6 
1980131 852.30 14 86 71.0 5.0 3.0 14.8 6.2 
)J81/82 7890,40 14 86 71~O 3.6 4,.5 16.5 4.4 
1981/83 910.50 IS' 85 72.5 3.3 4.0 15.0 S.2 

1983/84 930.10 14 86 14.0 S~6, 2.6 14.0' 3.8 
1984/85 796.00 15 8S' 65.0 4.1 2.7 22.0 5.1 

Source: ~AO (1984); Ministr" ofFonngn Trade (1984). 



PeriO(l 

1975176 
1976fJ7 
lm178 
1918n9 
1979[80 

1980181 
1981/82 
1982183 
1983/84 
1984/85 
1985186 

Tab~3 

RelatiYeI~ (v$;·~ntQf!QB.lndQUtpUt "'POUall)r) 
~tbe1bmt:~Q(Pmduptionl!nit;sWitbm,spegto ~aMOmuP$ 

,"'.' .,. -,' .-. . 

pffjgp~'~ 127W6to .19BSf86 

PeaantranD§ Pm4uym' Coo.pe@dw Statefarrps 
Area Output Ma. O\ltpUt ~ Output 
(%) (%) (tII)(%) ,(~) (%) 

98.4 98~O' 1.1 0.8 0,$ 1..2' 
98\8 98~8 0.9 o.s O~3 0.1 
98.1 98~O O~8 0.7 O~S 1 .. 3 
98-.. 6 97.5 o.,g- 0 ... 7 0.6 1.8 
96.1 96~3 2.2 1.5 1.7 2.2 
9SA 95.3 1.4 1..0 '.2 3/1 

94.8 94.5 2.0 1.2 3.2 4.3 
95.2 94.4 1.8 1~2 3.0 4~4 

94.4 95 .. 1, 3.4; 1.9 2.2 3.0 
94.3 94.3 3.2 1.7 2.S 4.0 
94.,7 9LS 1..9 1.S 3.4 6.7 

-8 Includes cereals,. p~sand o~. 
Sotuce: FAQlLUPRD (1982); NRDCICP.SC (1982);CSO (1985); MSF,I), (198S);MOA 

(1'\85). 



y~ 

1 97Sn6 
1916/71 
ImnS, 
1918f19 
1979/80 
19SQ/81 

1981/82 
1982/83 
1983/84 
1.984/85' 
1985186 
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Table 4 
,NAtio.nN 8sitlDJltes ofAm\lJnd«Mgj9f<):Qpsfprtby P!;aanL 

fto9pteJ'JtCoopetatiye ilI)d. §tAl¥fm» Sectsn 
197~tQ 128S/8§ ,goo btl} 

Ceteals· Pulses 0iISe«Js 
,~"", 

4480 (81.9) 647 (11.8), 344- (6.3) 

4264 (83.2) 610 (13.1) 189 (3.7) 
4496 (8S.0) 6Z1 (11~9) 165 (3.1) 

4682 (85.2) 647 (11.S)- 161 (3J.» 
S22S (83~C) .857 (13.6) 212 (3.4) 

4919 (82.8) 755 (l% .. 7) 270 (4.5) 

5296 (83.2). 812 (12.7) 258 (4.1) 
5291 (82.9) 811 (l2t/) 282 (4 .. 4), 

SOlI (82 .. 6) 773 (12.7) 285 (4.7) 

4451 (8S~S) 649 .(12.5) 266 (2.0) 

4674 (8S.0. 714 (9.4) 308. (S~t1) 

T~ 

5471 
5123 
5288 
5496 
6294 

5944 
5961 

6390 
6069 
5366 
5696 

Note:Figm'CS in parentheses ~ntper.centage . ."fthe total cultivated ~ 

8QuIee::F'AOJLUPRD (1982);NRDC/CPSC (1982); CSO (1985);MSFD (1985); MOA 
a~~ \ 

'\ 
\ 

\ 



Year 

1975116 
197fl1·1 
ImnS 
197sn9' 
1979/SO 
:1980181 
198t/82 
1982/83' 
1983/84 
.1984185' 
1985/86 

11 

'TableS 
liAtiOJi\l~pi <t_Ut~·MAklt·O:el$ forWO');aMnL 

'~.~gyq.u4·$'_Evm§=c.t<Q 
lmrT§'\1 19ftS!86CQQg MD: 

Ccxeats, ~: Oilseed$ 
I 

4803: (86.6) 624' (11,3) 1116 (2.1) 

4421 .(86.68) 627 (1'2.3) 48 (0.9) 

4072 (87.6) 518 (11.2) 51' (l.~} 

4192 (88~9) 472 (lO~O) 52 (1',1) 

6662 (8S.8) lent (13~2) 81 (1.01) 

5914 (86~O) 8SS (12.4) 108 (1 .. 6) 

S735 (~6.2) 831 (12.5). 85 (t.g) 

7149 (86 .. 8) 883 (11,.9) 124 (1~,5) 

5835 (87.6) 126 (10.9) 101 (1.5)' 
4903 (86.7) 664 (11.7) 91 (1.6.) 
4521 (86.6) 54S (10.S) 152 (2 .. 9) 

Note: 5~: inparentbeses,~presentpercen~g~,ofthe toW. output tonnage.. 

S()UlCC! FAOILUPRD (1982). NRPClCP$C (1982); CSO (1985);, ){SED (198S); MQA 
:(1986). 

Tabl~6, 

Esthnat¢ Anmud C9WP9undRates ofOroWjh of Area an4EnxluptiQD 
under Cerells. PP1ses ,ud Otl$Sfsin EtbiWiI 

1975!Z6 to 198513§ 

Annual annvtb 'fillS ~. 

Cereals 

PulseS 

Qilseed.s. 

0.88 (1.23) 

1.26 (1.22) 

3.36 (1.50)* 

Note! '~~inparentheses are t values. *. Significant at five pefccnt Ieve!~ * SigfiificaQt at ten per cent level. 

1..91 

1.67 

6.74 

Output 

(1.06) 

(0.66) 

(2.24)** 



,) 

Te..bw7' 
&.tlmAtrA MDu~'~n4.growthBa. OfI>ytH$StamXictsUQf 

. MM~$,Qmwnin:eUriRl1i1197sn<il9 J?_. 

0.90 
2~79··* 



. ,r, 

Talllc8 
~Pl~JW_e4'Ann$l_~ 

'Eorfl~)1eJds"qf_·&plOQ8tbeJb~~~.1Qm, 
of~tiQ~~:19.198Sf.86 

.Note:: Fi~ in pu;entheses axe' t: yalQts. 
***SignlflCanlatonc'pet cent k>vel • 
• * Sisn!§,cant at fiv~ pet cent level~ 
.. Significant at ten pel' cent l~el~ 



(~ 

~ 

Sheep 
Goats 
:Equmcs 
Canlels: 
Poultry 

Tabk;9 
E$ima. Li_~ J'qp!Jl.dQll inJithiRWa audw; 

'~m,R.\QJsnt:jl) the Hi~fllIlldLl2B~ 

27 
U 
18 
7 
1 

S3 

Source!. FAO (1984, p .. lS7;.1984.p.,3) .. , 

TablelU 
T ~ , ,t-, y" • t,L." 'C·th·· .... .:1. A' ~.. 10M HyeStoc',~Je'!Jtl]ll!.,~Jqmalwln-u.&MlDZW". 

ikllll~) 

80 
83 
'73 

76 
o 

90 

Outlc 
Sheep 
GQaI$ 

8 26 13 29 

3 N.A. 4 

3 N .. A. 4 

N.A~: SipUle$' nocstitnatc available. Sheep an: Qnlyrare1y lllilkedinEthiopia. 

SQurce.: FAO (1984. 'p~l(4). 

7 
7 
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Tabletl 

Pm- tnd E.os~l97S ~tI"J()fCl»im1 J4pert4itm'!< A1lP0tedlQ 
~lsmf,<'jnComParison to Other_QQ' 

12§2aQtq12l2l§) 

Capital·... . ndi~ mJ 

rw-127j 
1969PO 13 
IVlML 16 
1971n2 2Z 
1!112lT3 21 

1973n4 22 
1974175 ,23 

fost .. l21~ 
lfJ75t16 30 

1976/11 41 
1'117nS, 44 
1978n9 49, 

1979/80 31 
1980/81 28 
1981/82 24 
1982/83 19· 

s~: CQropiledfrotn Ethiopian CenU"al Statistics Offic~.Statistical Abstracts; 
1969nO through 1982183', 



.A&Ticut~ 
~tQf$ 

Pt'oducet'$! 
~tives 

TQUl(tOOD'Ml) 

tablo·J: 
fttnili.:U.IX.bylbs;OiJii!a.knt.Aariwt. 
'SFUlqiQ Etbi_ ~ lWOSJo l?~~ 

c~MD 

10.51 23,,45 35.53 
(23.4) (34iO) (S2~4). 

0.13 'O~8Z 4~19 2~90 
(0.4) (1.8) (6.1) (4.3) 

31.90 33.54 41.24 .29.28 
(9~t61 (74.8) (59.9) (43:.~). 

... O~16 
(0.1) 

32.0.3 441'86 68~83 67.9.0· 

38.21 :33~98 
{SS .. Ol (39~2) 

1..11 4.56 
(1.6) (S .. 3) 

29.1$ 45.94 
(41.8) (Sl.O) 

1.13 2.16 
(1.6) (2~S'). 

69.64- 86,64 

Note., ".': figurt$., . l.n,.,. ~ .. ".'.' IltbeseslndiC4tcpercentago"$lWoof eacb $eCtor in ~b~ar. 
S~ NRDClCPSC (1982a). 



tabtet3 
11*9flmptpvca'~ ky tbePiffe~ntAIJi¥Ql1unjl a\WtorsinEdda 

197mB tg 1994l§~ 
J'OPP'l(O 

Stare Farms. ~.OS 2,,41 6.36 15.65 17.6 17.6 5.8 
(3S) (45) (65) (79) (80) (67). .(15) 

~ltJenkm~ 0.43 0.59 O.,g (Ul3 0.90 1~() 1.8 
(1) (11) (8) (4) (4) (4) (4;). 

~~ 3.40 2.32 2.6$ 3.26 8 .. 17 7,OS 0.17 
Farr.)S (58) (44) (.l1). (16) (14) ~ (2) 

Pt'Q(!uce,r.,\' ,. (,).12 0.35 .0.65 
CQ{1~VC$ (l) (2) (3) 

Tct.al 5,.88 5;32 9'.83 19.86 22 .. 04 26.3.5 7.84 
('OOOMT). 
~). 

Note: Fi$UfCSin pare~ ~~tage.$llare. ofeacn ~fO(. 

s~: :':1SC (19$5). 

1.6 
(20) 

'~.89 
(74) 

1.9 
(14) 

13.4 



Year 

lCJ15n6 
1.976(17 
1977/78 
1978P9 
1979/80 
1980/81 
1981/82 
1982/83 
Average 

table 14 
a&rlcWfural and IpQu§1riN Deymomneut Bank 

AidcultuTllCreqitDJ§J!nngDJCJJl19 Peasant an4 StatttSee.to,tE .• ' 
1 ~7Sn6:t() 1982/83 

Totilms
:bll.~nt 
(fOO() birr) 

77,11~ 

86·,921 
130,403 
77,820 

197,541 
.371,064 
248?l80 
13.4,003 

16S,:r31 

Perotn.t..nge 
sbareofs~ 
f~seCtOr 

<*') 

.~tage$bate 
ofPi~t 

SQ\~to'l 

(%} 
-.."..-...,------,.-.--. ...... --. ~ 

79 
85 

12 
18 
to 
23 
15 
9 

14 
21 
lS 



Tablets 

,YieldJ&yeIs Ac1tjttyedat R~h StaOQDS. 'in aeld TriaJ~ 

aMID. the_$ectorsOfAgricultuntJ~ 

Cmp Research: Field Peasant 
:statiqt,$, ,trials sector 

Tefl 2.4 1 .. 8 0.8 

Barley S~.5 4.0 1011 

Wheat 5 .. 3 3.2 1 .. 1 

Maize 9.0 5 .. 0 t.S 
Sorghum S.o ~.O 1.2 

Hotsobtans 2~O 1.S 1.2 

Hm:ricot 2.5, 1.8 0.$ 

Field. 'pe«lS 1.:J LO 0.7 

Linseed 1.3 0.4 

a. Involves Use Qf improved seed mall but srnaUholderyield$. 

source: 1AR (1979); MOA (1979). 
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