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Land Problems and Policies. Edited by JOHN F. Timm°Ns and WILLIAM G. MURRAY. The Iowa State 
College Press, Ames, Iowa. c1950. 298 pages. 

Judgments that are made in terms of intangible OUTSTANDING STUDENTS of land problems 
gave this series of lectures before a Land 

Problems and Policies Seminar at Iowa State Col-
lege during the summer of 1949. To round out the 
scope of the book, three lectures are included which 
were given in the Graduate School of the U. S. De-
partment of Agriculture that year. The objectives 
of land policy, supply of and demand for land, 
principles of land use, kinds of land uses including 
multiple uses, land tenure, the public interest in 
planning land use, land programs, and the basis 
for building a land policy are covered. 

Readers will not be surprised to find that the 
viewpoints of the authors are frequently at vari-
ance. That stimulates thought. The dismal views 
of Malthus on population growth in relation to 
means of subsistence are expressed, with the con-
clusion that we must "apply science to the control 
of their numbers." We would certainly prefer to 
agree with the more optimistic who hold that we 
have adequate natural resources to provide for an 
expanding population, and that the problem is 
primarily one of proper use. 

The frank treatment of range land problems is 
enlightening. The conclusion that "the main prob-
lem in western public range land management is 
landlord-tenant relationships" simplifies matters. 

Those who are associated with land programs 
should give more thought to the statement that a 
land use program involving public and private in-
terests deals with questions in political economy.  

cannot be given dollars-and-cents values. This gives 
rise to the conclusion that "a judgment as to which 
of the several alternatives will result in the great-
est returns" is a public judgment. No one will 
disagree with the expressed need for planning and 
for a national land policy. 

On the whole the papers are well written and 
contain thought-provoking material. Most readers, 
however, will not care to wade through several 
pages of chapter 8 to learn that "water is essential 
to all forms of life," or that "practically all mu-
nicipalities of any size in the United States have a 
water system." The chapter on the family farm 
is largely a repetition of materials in previous 
publications. 

The volume provides the latest thinking of lead-
ing workers in the field of natural-resource devel-
opment which is not ordinarily possible in the 
usual textbook. It provides an excellent reference 
for land economics students as well as for workers 
in the field of resource development. The more 
energetic students will find the references at the 
end of each chapter of value in obtaining other ma-
terials on the same or a related subject. Timmo 
supplies an objective summarizing final chaptenr. 
The editors are justified in feeling that "the infor-
mation and viewpoints presented in this book will 
contribute materially to a critical study of land 
problems and policy." 

Buis T. Inman 
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