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0. V. WELLS, with this initial issue of this journal, realizes a hope which he has held since 
becoming Chief of BAE in May 1946. 

EARL E. HOUSEMAN had 5 years of study, research, and teaching in the Statistical Labora-
tory at Iowa State College after taking his master's degree in mathematics at the 
University of South Dakota. He is now statistical consultant in the Office of the 
Chief. This paper grew out of a talk he gave before the Conference on Statistics 
Applied to Research, held at Auburn, Ala., last September. 

C. KYLE RANDALL is head of Statistics Service Section, Division of Statistical and His-
torical Research. He furnished a good deal of the statistical material that was used 
in the development of the new parity-price formula. At the request of the Senate 
subcommittee in charge of the bill, he was on the floor of the Senate on June 16 and 17, 
when the bill was being debated there, to supply Senators with any necessary statisti-
cal information in regard to it. The bill was passed by the Senate on June 17 and 
became title II of the Agricultural Act of 1948. 

J. C. SCHOLL, formerly engaged in climatological work with the Weather Bureau and the 
Navy, is now on the staff of Agricultural Estimates, working primarily on feed grains 
in the Field Crops Division. C. E. BURKREAD is the head of this Division supervis-
ing several such projects and the estimation of field crops. 

GEORGE H. WALTER grew up in a strip coal-mining area in Illinois. While working as an 
agricultural economist with the Division of Land Economics he has been stationed 
in Illinois, Missouri, and Wisconsin, and has had opportunity to observe strip-
mining activities in most of the major open-cut mining areas in the Midwest. 

JAMES P. CAVIN is Head of the Division of Statistical and Historical Research in which 
are made all of the Bureau's analyses of the supply and demand situations in regard 
to food and related agricultural products. 

D. B. DELOACH, on sabbatical leave from Oregon State College, is acting as consultant 
to the Chief of BAE and is actively directing the new costs and margins research 
under the Research and Marketing Act. 

HOWARD L. PARSONS, after 2 years' educational leave at Harvard, is assigned to the Office 
of the Chief to help in the integration and coordination of economic research in the 
Department. His task as joint editor of this journal is an integral part of his larger 
assignment. 

Editors: HOWARD L. PARSONS 
CAROLINE SHERMAN 
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