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the 1919-30 period, reviews the International 
Sugar Agreements of 1931 and 1937, and analyzes 
the common factors in the international sugar 
agreements. 

Swerling concludes that the International Agree-
ment of 1931 was faulty in concept since it failed 
to include importer countries, and in action since 
the quotas adopted were too high and inflexible. 
These errors were largely corrected in the 1937 
agreement, but tardy ratification by member coun-
tries and the outbreak of the war prevented desired 
results. He maintains that international sugar 
agreements have been mostly free of the faults 
common to other commodity agreements. Con-
sumer interests have not been ignored, and 
quotas have served less to freeze obsolete trade 
channels than to perpetuate international inter-
course. He believes these agreements to have  

been necessary to fortify the most efficient produc-
ing areas against excesses of nationalistic polic 

Present conditions of an impending surplus. 
sugar call for careful investigation by an inter-
national study group, Swerling maintains, to 
evolve a program to modify the nationalistic 
policies that have plagued the industry. Yet 
sadly but realistically he concludes "from past 
performances one may be justifiably pessimistic 
about the prospects for prompt corrective or 
preventive action. Agreements have typically 
been arrived at only after the sugar problem has 
reached crisis proportions. Once postwar sugar 
surpluses become a reality, a new international 
agreement would be a minor encumbrance upon a 
world sugar industry to which economic liberalism 
has long since become a stranger." 

Maxwell I. Klayman 
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organizations are increasing because of need for group 
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Mar. 15, 1949. 
According to a sample interview survey made by the 

Bureau of Agricultural Economics in April 1948, farm 
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in the Corn Belt and Iowa leads the Nation in this respect. 
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sample surveys conducted by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. 35,892 interviews were made with farmers 
and a total of 1,927 accidents were reported. 

SLUSHER, M. W., and MULLINS, TROY. MEC•O 
ANIZATION OF THE RICE HARVEST. Ark. Agr. 
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Shows attitudes of commercial users of potatoes toward 

41  sent marketing practices and kinds of potatoes in 
cities—New Orleans, a low-consumption area; and 

cinnati, a high-consumption area. The information 
obtained may provide a basis for estimating the prices and 
returns to producers which might be expected to follow 
certain changes in marketing practices, or to follow a defi-
nitely increased efficiency in marketing. (RM A report) 
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