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Something for Everyone 

1988 World Food Conference: Proceedings. 
Edited by John W Helm1llh lIl1d S((11l1el/ R Joh",on 
Amel Unlwrolh, of IOIVll Pless, 1989, Q oO/lIllIe,\ 589 
paqes, 334 95 each Va/lillie (1/([1 dcovel) 

ReVIewed b!l Carl C Mabb,\-Zello 

The fOUl th World Food Conference bl ought togethel 
many of the best hno\\ n reseal chel s on llltel natIOnal 
agl'lCultUl al economICs to consldel the problemb of food 
productIOn and (hstllbutlOn In contrast to the fil't 
two conf~renles m thIS senes, held III 1974 and 1976, 
the theme thIS tIme I eflected a con,ensus that global 
load plOductlOn capacIty was mOl ethan keepmg pace 
WIth needs, even whIle hungel was mCleasmg In fol
lowlllg th" theme, most papers placed I ebponSlblht\ 
fOl ploblems III human orgal1lzatlOn, llltel preted as 
government polley, lathel than In leo.,OUlce 
endowment 

These plOceedmgs ale Olgalllzed mto two volumes, 
one on pohcy (fewel than 100 pages) dnd the othel on 
ISSlle, The mllIal pohcy ,tdtements bv emment pohtl
cal fIgures m agllcultule undelglld the emphaSIS on 
pohc~ m the subsequent Issues papel s The pdpelb al e 
bllef. and most al e focubed ,md wlltten \\ ell enough to 
stand alone 111 maklllg a useful pomt Togethel the set 
of p,'pers pI oVldes an encyclope(ha of the domlllant 
vIews on global agllcultUle, WrItten by some of thell 
plmclpal ploponents LIke an encyclopedIa, contlO
ver,y IS mll1l1111zed by movlllg qUlcl<iy to new tOPICS, 
although that tendency IS paJ tlally offset by pubhshmg 
I eactIOns flam conference paJ tlclpanb at the end of 
edch group of 2-5 paper, 

Followmg the (hvel se dlbcubSlOns by pohtlclan, that 
open the fiIbt volume, the Issues ::,eLtlOn lange.., flom 
ethIcal I eflectlOns to ImplIcd.tlOl1<'" 01 <;peclflc polIcy 
refolllls to pohcy lecommendatlOns Enhanced food 
,eeUllty IS pI ob"bly the centl al goal underlvlIlg most 
of the pI esentatlOns 

Among the common stlands \vOVen mto lIlany of the 
papels IS the debate ovel Importance of encoUlaglllg 
e,ports to enhance natIOnal econOllllC development 
8mce all the authOl s aI e kno\dedgeable "bout the 1'10

gI ess of thIS debate, they dl e dwal e that e\pOI ts al e 
IIlCI easllIgly seen as clllIcal to glowth and develop
ment 8evel al cIte the WOlld B,lI1k'o 198(j WOlld 
Deue/op",e,,( Repoll a, the document that fmallv 
estabhshes the hnk between trade and development 
The dgI eement oj these author, wILh the World B,mh 

Mdbb",-Zeno I:. ,Ill .J!-,'Tlwltlll<li Clononu..,t \\ Ith the Agl ICUJtllt e J.nd 
T! dde And-Iv'lls Dlvl",lon, ERS 

may demonstrate whele the m,lInslIeam heb, but It 
does not end the debate, and a few papel s pI epal e us 
for the genel atlOn of ploblellls that WIl! follo\\ from 
\\ IdespJead dpphcatlOn of fl ee 1I ade 

The contllbutlOn bv M Petel MlPhelbon, who wab 
a<imll1lstl ato! of the U 8 Agencv fOl IntelnatlOnal 
De\ elopment dm mg 1981-87 and ,I deputy secretal y oj 
the U 8 TI easm v at the tIme of the confel ence, sup
pOl ts e"por t OrIentatIOn Even though IllS artIcle IS 

mOl e measul ed than some of IllS statements else
\\hele, It contams sIgns of hIs glee .It the emelglllg 
mternatlOnal pohcy consensus Both McPherson and 
8ecletmy of Agllcultme Clayton Yeuttel (the othel 
U S Gavel nment offIllal represented m th" volume 
and the fOI mel U 8 Tlade RepI esentatlve) al e con
fIdent that the sCIence of economIcs stands fllmlv 

/ . 
behlIld thell trade hbel aiIutlOn poiIcIe' Unfol
tunately fOI pohlIclans, economIcs I al ely embl ace, any 
pohcy \\Ithout rebervatlOn 

The conventIOnal altelnatIve to e,polt ollentatlOn, 
self-suffiCIency, IS treated sympathetIcally III a papel 
Jomtiy authored bv two offlCIab of the MllllStl v of 
AgI Icultlll e 1II IndoneSIa and an offiCIal flOm AgI lcul
tUl e Canada THey bepa! "te (hffel ent polICIes dll ecled 
at self-suffiCIency flOm the goal Itself, and fllld that 
gO\ el'nment lll\'estment III agI'lculture has an enVIable 
IecOl d 1II asslstlllg development They JOlll the con
sensus 111 decrymg Import lest!lctlOns, but laud self
suffiCIency a, an effect!'e polItIcal and economIc pohlv 
(hrectlOn 1'01 developlllg natlOn' 

Ale, McCalla, chall of the Techmcal AdVIsory Com
mIttee, Comultatlve GIOUp on InternatIOnal Agll
eultm al Research and a professor at the Umvelsltv of 
CdhfOlllld dt DdVlb, bllllgS <1 nongovel nmenldl vlew
pomt to the ctebdte HIS view IS lcfrcshlIlg In It .... 
wllhngness to accept d complex dnd COI1(htlOlldl an~we! 
to a que&tlOn phIased III global dImenSIOns HIS anal
YSIS of mal gmal returns to lIICI casmg levels of self
suffiCIency rehes on the most fundamental economIc 
tra(htlOns oj seeklllg a pohcy balance Wlthm the aVaIl
able optIOns He IS cOl!(htlOned to'avOld seeklllg a free 
lunch and, lI1stedd, shows us \\ hdt tl adeoifs dl'e neces
sary 1II each of several types of developmg economIes 

Th" collectIOn, summaJY statements on pohcv anrl 
lOsues belong 1II the Ulllversltv classlOolll The most 
lIIterestlllg papel s for most I eseallhel" al e hkely 
those covellng tOPICS outSIde pel sonal "pecIaltles 
because, \Vlth such bl'leJ treatment of any p3rtlculm 
subject, there 15 little ne\\ 5 101 the speudilst By 
aVOldlllg the most tl'an;'ltOl V ISsues, hall evel, the vol
umes achIeve a tImelessness that IS essentIal for pIa
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ceedmgs Ieleased well over a yeal aftel the byte, the volumes basIcally offer hght, but occasIOnally 
confel ence FOI a socIety geared to news bytes, these provocatIve, readlllg, much of whIch w1l1 appeal to 
plOceedmgs cover mtelnatlOnal food polIcy 10 a famIl agllcultural economIsts from all blanches and levels of 
Iar format Even If each papel IS actually mOl e than a the profesblOn 

Springer for Agricultural Economics 

Introducmg A New Senes' 
Agricultural Management 
and Economics 
Coordmnlmg I:,dlfur (. C Raus~er Umver<;u) of 
Cuhfomla Bukeley CA USA 
EdllorurJ Board J Anderson, !-tIT J Barnett, 
P S Carlson 8 Hallstrom S R Johnson R E Ju..t, 

1 V R Piliay D l:ieckler, 8 ~I()ul. B Yaron, J.nd 
P ZU'lIldn 

Agricultural MllnllJ:cmenl ond "Jconomlc~ I, d 

new , .. ne, prc'>t.nllng tOPIC" of rc\Can.h mlcre'l In the 
m.ln:lsemCni and economIcs of agncultural systcm~ The 
..enc' WIll focu .. on fuEUrc devc]opmcnh Ihal are likely 10 
m..ke ~lgnLfic ..nt Ch"OgL~ In farTmng lurnrnodll) m.Jrkll~ 
food pnl~e,,~mg .1I1l1 mJnur..lIunng nUlnllon ami dILI~ 
Jnd (he ton'>unLptlon of food lhroughoultho:- de~elnp111g 
Jnd developed world Each volumL ,\ Inlended for .. Wide 
.Iudlence of Jgncultural deCISion maker-. a~ ~eJl a~ 

'Clenll~l~ le..chel"'o and ~Iudenh of agncullurJI 
rnJoagemenl and <.COnllmIC' 

Each volume In the ,enc, Will he devoled 10 a 
p..nlcular LUplL .mJ wLiI cornpn~<. m.lJur ulnlnbuu"n, 
lrom ICJdmg mtcrnJllonal author<. hmocornmg tllle~ III 
!\grLcullur.d MunBgement and b:unumh::. mclud<. 

w GAIT Negotiations and Pohcy Rerorm, 
educd by G C R.lu~'>er 

I:J 	 Food - From the Fann Gale 10 the Supennarkel, 
cd lied b) 8 ~IOUl 

o ~~,~a;":;,~n,~::Wal.r Use In AgrocullUre, 

New York Berlm Heidelberg
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ORDER FORM 
To ord<.r tolli TOLL" RtE I 800·~PRINGtR 
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weekday, E....lem Time To expedlle your order refer 10 
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~ Springer-Verlag 
VIenna London 

Volume 1: 
Commodity and Resource 
Policies in Agricultural Systems 
Ethled by R E Just ami N F Bockstael Umver~IlY of 
Maryland College Park MD USA 

DIVided 1010 threc mam ~eclLoo~ lhl~ m(erd,~clph

nary 'oonl<. hnnp IOgelhLr (he need~ of agncullure With 
the facI, and reqUirement .. of economlc~ IcgJII~~uc,> and 
re~ourcc pollllcs The fir.! ,eCllOn mclude, all overview 
of thc LIl!':ITcI.u\Onshlp~ belween agnculturnl and remurce 
p-ohc\ and \peclfic dl~cu""lOn~ of <;ornc of the problems 
hmdcnng coordmalJon The ~econd section offer; 
per-.pcdIVC~ on a number of l'i~ue~ from cornmodll) 
progr~m., to global cl1mat.: LhJnge wlthm an~lylLc31 
frJmework.. In Ihe final ~ecllon eVidence I~ glvt..n on the 
empLnc~1 ~1.(!nLlicance of agncultural and rc~ource policy 
mter.lctlOn, 

CanleolS (\ectlon headmg .. anI)) 
I 	 An Overview of Ihe InlLff.lce ot Agncultural Jnd 
RC'iourC'c POliL Y 
II An.llymJI and CunttpluJI P<.r~p<=tllvt~ 


III EmpLncal Slglllficancc of Agnculturnl and Rc,(lurce 

PoliCY [nteracllon~ 


IV Summary and Condu~lon" 


1990fllpprox 392 pp 49 tllusJHardcmer $98 00 

ISBN () 187-52273 5 
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