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In This Issue 


FIrst, a word about the Journal's serIes of essays The 
edItors and edItOrIal board of J AER thought a Journal 
devoted largely to deSIgnIng, bUIlding, and pohshmg 
the Intellectual furmture of agrIcultural economIcs 
should glve some attentIOn to the effect of that furnI­

,, 	 ture on the posture of the profeSSIOn So we began 
WIth an essay on the product of the profeSSIOn, pub­
hshmg It was followed by SIX essays appralsmg agn­
cultural economICs and examining methodologocal and 
phIlosophIcal Issues pertammg to research The phIlo­
sophIcal progressIOn culmmated m an essay on 
economIcs and ethICS 

In thIs Issue, we return from the subhme to the metIc­
ulous WIth Hertel's essay on computable general eqUl­
lIbllum He argues that the problems of model 
speCIficatIOn, parameter choIce, dIsaggregatIOn, and 
pohcy representatIOn In general eqUlhbrlUm are Slml­
lal to those of partIal eqUIlIbrIum analYSIS He com­
pares partIal and general eqUIlIbrIum WIth an 
extremely reduced-form analYSIS of a farm subSIdy 
program From thIs IllustratIOn, he argues that gen­
eral eqUIlIbrIum models can be practIcal, need not be 
complex, and al e compatIble WIth partIal eqUIlIbrIUm 
solutIOns to speCIfic problems He concludes that WIde­
spread famlhanty WIth general eqUlhbl1um models WIll 
enable the body of agncultural economIsts to focus clIs­
parate I esearch findmgs on a Single economIc problem 

KIm and Lm examme the economIc Impacts of a trade 
hbe! ahzatlOn polIcy m the world wheat market They 
employ an export-SIde mternatlOnal trade model, 
Al mmgton and spatIal eqUIlIbrIum, on 23 countrIes 
(some ale country composItes) As polIcy mterven­

( 	 tlOns, they extracted ploducer subSIdy eqUIvalents and 
consume, subSIdy eqUIvalents Results of theIr anal­
YSIS show EUI opean Commumty and CanadIan e"pOl ts 
dechnmg, the AmerIcan, Argentme, and AustralIan 
e'pol ts mCI easmg There are economIc gams for all 
exportmg countlles 

Trade Issues closer to home, speCIfically at the com­
mUnIty level, are dIscussed m the Henderson artIcle 
He exammes 79 rural Mmnesota communItIes to deter­
mme the relatIOn between sIze of commumty and types 
of retaIl busmess He bases hIS mqUlry of dIfferent 
busmess functIOns on central place theory Improved 
transportatIOn, advanced marketmg, and mCI eased 
mcome tend to favo! retalhng m large I commumtles 
ove! smallel commumtles 

Szmedra, Wetzstem, and McClendon analyzed the lise 
of mteg! ated pest management technologoes on soy­

bean" and concluded that prIOl technologoes, as well as 
rIsk response, Influenced the adoptIOn of the technol­
ogy They used several CrIterIa that gave ml"\ed 
results for total and partIal adoptIOn on dlyland, but 
UnIformly favored partIal adoptIon on lrI Igated land 
They conclude that rIskiness IS not the overndmg fac­
tor m the adoptIOn of IPM 

Book revIews mclude Letson's evaludtlOn of Beneflt­
Cost Analysts A Poi!tlcal Economy App' oach by 
SchmId Letson IS generally complImentdl y of 
SchmId's effOlts to combme standard benefit-cost tech­
nIques WIth budgetary polItICS He feel", however, 
that SchmId IS less successful m bl1dgong analy'>1s and 
pohtlCal actIOn than he IS at Identlfymg the need for 
the brIdge He nevertheless recommends SchmId's 
book, perhaps as a com pam on to Mlshdn's foUl th eclI­
tlOn on benefit-cost analYSIS 

Andel son reVIeWS Tra nslonnatwu oj IlItelnn/lOnal 
Agrlcnltural Research and Development edIted by 
Compton Here IS a good book to mtloduce agn­
cultural research and technology tl dnsfer to I eadel s 
not already thOloUghly vel sed m the subject The 
underlY111g theme of the book IS the "seem111g1y 
obvIOUS p0111t" that for technology to be CI eatec! dnd 
adopted, It should meet the needs of users 

Lee crItIques F'o"twrs oj Input-onlpll,t Analll'" by 
MIller, Polenske, and Rose, one more volume 111 the 
evolutIOn and extensIOn of the baSIC lJO model 
DespIte the breVIty of many of the 1m ge number of 
artIcles 111 thIS compIlatIOn, hence the need to look 
elsewhere for detaIls, Lee rates the volume a' d slg­
mfilant ad,htlOll to I/O htel atUJ e 

Percy endorses Boyd and Hyde's Forest, lj Seclol 
Inter-ventwn The Impacts oj Pnblw Regulatwu 011 

Socwi Welfare whIle mJectmg hIS own preference fOl 
mcludmg among the case studIes the subject of welfat e 
effects of trade barne! s on fOI est products Pel cy 
WrItes from Edmonton, not Tokyo He complIments 
the authors on the qualIty of analYSIS ancl careful treat­
ment of the seven case studIes The case stuelIeS sup­
port the centl al propOSItIOn of the book that polIcy 
mterventlOns to correct mal ket fatlm-es can mdke mat­
ters worse 

We receIve many more books and announcements of 
books than we can ever hope to revIew wlthm the 
space avaIlable m the Journal SelectIOns are mtended 
to call attentIOn to useful pubhcatlOns act oss a WIde 
spectrum of mte! ests of SOCIal sCIence m agncultUl e, 



rural,affaITs, and natural resources OccaslOnally, but theIr revIews are'an Important dlmenslOn of the Jour­
Just occaslOnally, we'WIll do a frliige pIece If we thmk nal, and we hope you WIll' contrIbute to theIr selectlOn' 
It mIght stoke' the mtelest ofJournal readers We and revIew 
mVlte suggestlOns on our pohcy as well as on speCIfic 
books you thmk mIght serve the' readers Books and Gene Wunderlich 
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