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In This Issue 


The Economic Reseal ch SerVice, a fruthful contnbutor 
to economic mtelllgence smce 1961, IS celebratmg ItS 
30th birthday thiS year CongratulatIOns, ERS, flOm 
the e(lltOls, board, and staff of the JOUlnal 

The Bm eau of Agricultural EconomICs CI eated the 
Journalm 1949 In 1961, Willard Cochrane challenged 
the new agency, E RS, with hiS Journal al tICle, "The 
Role of Economics and Statistics m USDA" Also, for 
th" 1961 volume, Fred Waugh and Howard DaVIS 
wrote an dl tlcle on the Food Stamp Plan, Bud Stanton 
on seasonal demand for beef, pOlk, and poultty, Tony 
Raj ko on time series analyses, FI ed Stocker on the 
urban frlllge, and Ray Anderson on IrrigatIOn There 
were notable othel s The players have changed but 
the game goes on 

With thiS Issue, the J Oill nal ends a sel1es of 10 essays 
by promment agllcultural economists and theu (hs­
tmgUl"hed alhes on the 
conditIOn of the agri­
cultural economICs mdus­
try and Its pi oducts 
These thoughtful essaYists 
have ranged Widely They 
have been occasIOnally 
plOfound, sometime" pro­
vocative But mostly they 
have written their essays 

"The role of economICs m the Department of Agrl­
cultill e IS to make both baSIC and apphed economIC 
reseruch a force fOl the bettennent of all groups m 
our Nation and In the world" 

Willard Cochrane, Agricultural EWlI01n1C 
Research, Vol XIII, No 3, July 1961 

as overViews, generalizatIOns, or abstl actIOn" In clos­
mg thiS selles, the Journal pro\ldes a I emmder that 
the agricultural economics llldustry consl"ts not Just of 
Ideas, but of real people, like Karl Fox 

ProfessOl Fa). reveals the growth and change of agrl­
cultUl al economics through hiS pel sonal experience, 
The development of hiS careel ovel half a centm y took 
place m an envu onlnent of agl'lcultUl allevolutlOn, not 
only III production but m a transformatIOn of rm al 
society Fox Iellects these developments III the 
methods and theOries employed III agricultural 
economics HIS stOl Y IS, to some degree, our story 

Thu'ty years ago, Fred Waugh and Howard DaVIS 
descllbed food stamps, a welfare program for needy 
famlhes, as "one of the most effective programs­
dollar fOl dollru'-fOl mamtalllmg fann mcome " In thiS 
Issue, Levedahl reports how convertmg the Food 
Stamp Program from stamps to cash will affect food 
expenditures He found thiS conversIOn probably 
would I esult m a smallel decline III food purchases 
than was preVIOusly estimated The pi edlcted effect 01 
such a conversIOn depends on the functIOnal fOl m of 
the equatIOns estlmatmg the margmal propensity to 
consume 

Tobey and Remel t used a genel'al eqUlhbrlUm model 
to show the effects of agncultural pohcy changes on 
environmental quality They exammed the Consel va­
tlOn Reserve and commodity pl~ce support programs, 
usmg selected chemicals and ero"lOn as mdlcators of 
damage to envn onmental quahty Given the cOll(litlOns 
speCified III their scenarIOS, they claim an easlllg of 
aCI eage restl1ctlOns and reduced commodity p"ce sub­
Sidies "auld produce an Improved envu-onment 

Nehring compares the effectiveness of mput subSidies 
With commodity pllce supports as agncultural poliCies 
for Bangladesh To encourage domestIC productIOn and 
reduce dependence on food gram Imports, that govel n­
ment had prOVided fertilizer to producel s at half the 
mal ket pl1ce Nehnng reports, With customary 
quahficatlOn, that pl1ce supports dl-e preferred to fer­
tlhzel subsl(lies for increasing output, at least In tenn, 
of reducmg government costs and foreign exchange 

I equn ements 

We also mclude t\\ 0 short 
comments on data The 
first comment, by Martlll 
and Emami, demonstrates 
how chOIce of data can 
1llfluence analYSIS They 
Illustrate then POlllt With 
a Japan/United States 

trade model The second comment, by Young, IS an 
argument for makmg access to authol's data a condi­
tIOn of article acceptance m a profeSSIOnal Journal The 
board and editors of JAER debated the Issue actively, 
and concluded that although we encourage the'open, 
free exchange of data, the problems of disclosure and 
preparatIOn preclude such a pohcy for thiS Journal 

Book I eVlews Crutchfield gives a qualified I ecommen­
datIOn to read Braden and LoveJOY's "et of nOll­
mathematical papelS, Agl~cultll1e and Water QuaZ,t'j 
lntematwnal Penpectwe; Stier, With mixed feellllgs 
III hiS reView, takes measure of Ellefson on Forest 
Re601Ine EC0110?IIICS and Polwy Research Tobey 
exammes shll another composite of descrlptlve papers, 
PubliC Pol1Cles anci EnVIronmental Protectwn, edited 
by Portney and published by ResoUl ces for the 
Future Leppert reViews a set of papers edited by 
Dahlberg, McLaughlin, and Niemann, Development; 
In Land lnjonnatwn Management 

As If to respond to the comments on data, Relllsel 
assesses a couple of purely data-onented pubhcatlOns 
Salant, A Comnmmt" Researcher's GIl,lde to Ru,ral 
Data, and Flumklll, GUIde to Econom1c lud,cato?s 
Followlllg up on hiS article 1ll thiS Issue, Nehring 



favorably leVlews the Ahmed and Hossam book, So, happy bIrthday, EconomIc Reseal ch Sel vIce, 
Developmental Impact of R", al Iilfoa ,t,."ctlO e '" thank you for your many yearb of support fOJ the Jour­
Banglade," And, as If anyone I eads polIcy hIstory, nell, and mJ.Y you contInue to analyze interesting 
WunderlIch reVIews a fine book on, PopulIsm by Pol­ tImes 
lack, The Humane Economy Gene Wunderlich 
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