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In This Issue 

Why this Journal? The historical reason is the imtia
tive of 0 V Wells, Chief of the Bureau of Agncultural 
Economics, who felt that" such a Journal should 
prove as useful to agncultural economists and statisti
cians as Similar Journals have proved m other fields 

" In 1949, as now, a substantial fractiOn of agri
cultural economists and their social sCientist allies 
were employees of, or cooperators With, the U S 
Department of AgriCulture A techmcal periOdical 
should be the tool of the researchers to share ideas, 
challenges, successes, and fmlures With members of 
the professiOn and others mtimately concerned With 
research results and reliability ThiS Journal is such a 
tool [or USDA's SOCial sCientists and the readers of 
their reports 

Books, bulletms, and brochures convey research mfor
mation But, Journals prOVide contmUlty and connec
tiOns They prOVide a contmUlty of knowledge m an 
area of mqUiry, Journals are the professiOn's diary 
They prOVide connectiOns to other people, other fields, 
and other ways If Journals do their Job right, readers 
WIll discover a conCise map and itinerary of their pro
feSSiOn's mtellectual travels In thiS issue, JAER 
places seven new destmatiOns on itS map, three arti
cles and four book reViews 

Matt Rendleman's artiCle on the economiC impact of 
agnchemlcal reductiOn IS the first stop on the itmer
ary With a computable general eqUIlibrIUm model, 
Rendleman analyzes the effect of an overall reduction 
(as agrunst a speCific chemical or crop) m agncultural 
chemicals Begmnmg WIth an economy presumed to be 
m eqUilibrium, he identified an economywide loss m 
effiCiency from the shock of chemiCal restrictiOn That 
loss m effiCiency grew as chemical restrictiOns 
expanded Small restnctiOns caused Virtually no 
losses When restnctiOns mcreased, so did losses in 
effiCiency DistnbutiOnal effects depend upon the form 
of restnctiOn (tax, productiOn, or use) and market con
ditiOns (the relative power of manufacturers and farm 
producers) Over time, measures aimed at controllmg 
chemiCals mcrease the vanabihty of farm pnces, and, 
at modest levels of control, mcrease environmentally 
protective practiCes 

Ronald Babula and Robert Romam examine another 
type of restnctiOn, on output rather than mput Their 
article asks whether the Canadian brOiler market, 
which has strict supply and trans-border controls, can 
be mfluenced by the Umted States They conclude 
t_hat changes m the U S broiler industry are felt in 
Canada despite import restrictiOns In general, how
ever, the Canadian supply management program, per
haps With the help of some productiOn consohdatiOn, 
has msulated the Canadian market from U S price 

movements The authors comment briefly on the use 
of vector autoregressiOn for pohcy analYSiS 

LeRoy Hansen explores the effects of chmate change 
on agricultural practices by posmg the questiOn Do 
farmers respond to long-term changes in weather pat
terns? Hansen sought to determme whether the 
adjustments m management practices and input use, 
which are not normally mcluded m plant growth 
models, affected Yieldo Cross-sectiOnal data from 10 
corn-producmg areas substituted for longltudmal ch
mate responses, which elimmated fortUItous technol
ogy changes HiS conclUSiOn small modificatiOns m 
farming practices accommodate chmate differences 
and therefore do affect Yields The findings show that 
crop growth models could be improved by addmg 
prOXies for minor adaptatiOns in farm practices 

A reView of Mary Morgan's Hlstory of Econometnc 
Ideas by Clark Edwards contams fasCinating observa
tiOns on the evolutiOn of our economiC analYSiS from 
Jevons's sunspots, through the "probabihty revolu
tiOn" of the 1940's, to the collapse of the founding ideaJ 
of econometriCs in the 1950's That's right, collapse 
Read Edwards to see how the story ends 

Geographic infOrmatiOn systems are additIOnal tools 
for economiC analyses GIS is still In itS formative 
stages for economiC analYSiS DaVid Moyer reViews a 
set of Int1oductory Readlngs tn Geographw Informa
twn Systems, edited by Dona Peuquet and Duane 
Marble ThiS work containS background on the history 
and development of GIS that is partiCularly useful for 
beginners, but obsolescence is a problem because of 
the rapidly changmg technology 

Neil Harl's The Farm Debt enSlS of the 1980's was 
printed by Iowa State Press In itS histOrical memOirs 
senes The mixture of analYSiS and personal commen
tary troubles reViewers Douglas Duncan and Steven 
Koemg Not satisfied With the book's inadequaCies, 
they plump for continumg and much-needed emplTIcal 
work in agncultural, and presumably finanCial, pohcy 

Only a speCial few o[ the J ourna]'s readers will rush 
out for Isabelle Tsakok's Agncultural Pnce Pohey A 
PractItIOner's GUlde to Partlal-Equlhbnum Analysls 
upon readmg Milton Ericksen's reView Those inqUISi
tive few, however, may find her book a helpful shop 
manual for prIce analYSIS You, know who you are and 
what you must do, so read Ericksen's reView and 
deCide 

ThiS issue IS my last as economiCS editor The'editor
ship has been an mterestlng, satisfYing experience, 
largely because of the many contacts With authors, 
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reVlewers, and staff of the Journal I want to express 
speclal appreclatlOn to my two co-edltors, Judlth 
Latham and J lm Carhn, and to the ed,torlal board 
membel sand staf(asslstants Also, praise should go to 
those anonymous reviewers who have spurred the 
nonanonymous authors to produce better, sharper 
articles Thank you 

I am pleased to mtroduce the new econonucs edltors, 
James Blaylock and DavId Smallwood, who together 
brmg many years of research experlence to thell"new 
assignment We are privileged to have them assume 
the responslblllty for gUldmg the Journal Welcome, 
Dave and Jim 

Gene Wunderlich 
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