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Agricultural Economics Research: 


Some Notes on the New Journal 


By 0 

SOME OF US have felt for a long tlIDe that the 
Bureau of AgrIcultural EconomIcs needed 

some medIum for the publIcatIOn of technICal 
artIcles Surely such a Journal should prove as 
useful to agrIcultural economIsts and statIstICIans 
as sImIlar Journals have proved III other fields, 
such as commerce, labor, or for general agncultpre, 
tbe Journal of Agncultural Research 

We Intend that tb,s be'sucb a Journal 
EdltorIai polIcy has not as yet necessarIly crys· 

tallIzed However, some tentatIve rules were 
suggested In a memorandum cIrculated to tbe field 
employees of tbe BAE undcr date of November 8 
Tbls memorandum IndIcated tbat we expect tbe 
Journal to carry sIgned artIcles of 5,000 words or 
less fallmg wltbIll any of three general fields 

FlfSt, and most unportant from tbe VlCWPOIllt 
of space, we wIll publIsb artIcles that report on 
tbe results or findmgs of research carfled forward 
WIthIn the Bureau These artICles may be m tbe 
nature of mtenm reports on work ill progress Of, 

on occaSIOn, statements tbat actually tcrmmate 
the project Partly because of lImIted prmtmg 
funds and partly because of tbe tIme consumed III 
preparatIOn, the bulletms tbrougb WbICh we pub­
lIsh many of our researcb findIngs are delayed 
Tb,s new Journal should be of serVlce'm speedIng 
up the d,ssemmatlOn of our techmcal findIngs 
Almost every leadmg lIne of work wltbm tbe 
Bureau should turn up some new or SIgnIficant 
result WbICh would warrant consIderatIOn of an 
artIcle from tune to tIme 

V. Wells 

Second, we will publIsh artICles on new re­
search metbods or techmques that are bemg 
developed, as well as cfltICal d,scussons of old 
techmques tbat are m regular us'e As the read­
Ing audIence will be pflmarIly profeSSIOnal, we 
sball occasIOnally publIsh artIcles on methods or 
tecbmques whIch are deSIgned to ehclt or encour­
age d,SCUSSIOn at the tecbmcallevel 

ThIrd, we WIll pubhsb artICles on new or expand­
mg areas of research or statIstICal fact-gathermg 
Over and above any d,scUSSIOns of techmques that 
these arbcles may Include, they should cover tbe 
probable usefulness of sucb new developments as 
well as the place of sucb new areas of work III the 
agrIcultural field. 

Although all Bureau representatIves are In­
VIted to submIt artIcles In any of tbese tbree, 
fields, we belIeve that State statlstlclllns and 
members of theIr staffs sbould be an espeCIally 
frUItful source for Items fallIng Wlthm the second 
general field We are contmuously engaged m 
studymg ways and means of unprovmg tbe use­
fulness and rehablhty of the data collected through 
AgrIcultural EstImates A conSIderable number 
of our mqulfles and theIr results m tb,s field oft,en 
remam relatIvely unknown, espeCIally to mdI­
vlduals outsIde the ServIce SInce tbe mformatlOn 
collected and pubhsbed as a result of our statIstICal 
work IS so WIdely used, It IS deSIrable to acquamt 
agrIcultural econOiDlsts and statIStICIans generally 
WIth any llllprovements Eacb Issueo! th,S Journal 
should carry a couple of artIcles of th,s kmd 
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As we are aDXlous to carry d,scuss,ons relatmg 
to all the work for wluch we are responsIble, we 
shall consIder artleles from workers who are co­
operatIng, or workmg under contract, WIth the 
Bureau Such artIcles can be wrItten Jomtly by a 
member of the Bureau and the cooperatmg or con­
tractmg mdlvlduals m the other orgaruzatlOns or 
over the sIgnature of some slDgle mdlvldual, who 
may be an employee eIther of the Bureau or the 
other agency-e g., a State AgrIcultural College 

A few book revIews will be carrIed, WIth espeCIal 
attentIOn to books whICh deal WIth research or 
statIstIcal methods or to books falling wlthm the 
more general SOCIal sCIence fields where the con­
clUSIOns or recommendatIOns are cluefly based 
upon agncultural economIcs research In addI­
tIOn, the erutors wIilmclude m each Issue a selected 
hst of tbe more recent research and statIstICal 
releases of tbe Bureau wlucb seem most slgruficant, 
togetber wltb a senes of short notes mrucatmg tbe 
nature or content of eacb Item 

Some of the questIOns that may be raIsed WIth 
respect to tlus new pubhcatlOn need to be con­
SIdered. 

QuestIOns may be raIsed WIth respect to cover­
age We have already mdlcated the type of 
artleles belIeved to be appropnate, but It IS 

perhaps worth saymg that tb,s Journal IS not 
deSIgned to compete eIther WIth the Journal oj 
Agru:ultural Research, wblCh offers workers m the 
natural sCIenceS a medIUm for artICles, or the field 
covered by profesSIOnal JOurno.ls such as the Jour­
nal oj Farm Econom= ArtIcles dealmg dIrectly 
WIth agncultural pohcy will not be mcluded 
ArtIcles m th,S fiel(ong1Oat1Og Wltlun:the Bureau 
are expressIOns of persono.l op1OIOn rather than 
offiCIal statements and are usually so desIgnated 
Sucb artIcles as a rule should be offered to some 
out81de profesSIOnal Journal 

Some questIOn may be raIsed WIth respect to 
cost As best we can estImate, the annual cost of 
the Journal will be about eqUIvalent to tbe cost of 
publlSlung one faIr-elzed teehmcal bulletill But 

the Journal should offer a medIUm of pubhcation 
for several workers ill each Issue wbereas the 
teebmcal bulletm as a rule serves as a means of 
pubhshmg the results of one project Ag,..cultural 
Economtcs Research can be 80 used a.s to economIze 
pnntlDg funds as well as to allow the more prompt 
pubhcatlOn of techmcal materIal 

A questIOn may be raIsed wIth resped to tbe 
defimtlOn of the term, agrICultural economIcs 
research The term IS here used 10 ItS WIdest 
sense to cover 0.11 work ordmanly carrIed forward 
by the Bureau, 10clurung work done 10 coopera­
tIOn wltb other agenCIes such as State AgrIcultural 
Colleges and State Departments of Agriculture 
That IS, we conSIder agncultural economlCe to 
cover speCIfically the entll'e field of agrIcultural 
estlDlates or statIstICS, of rural Boclal studIes, and 
of research on such subjects as prIces, marketmg, 
land econOIlliCS, farm finance, and farm manage­
ment 

Fmally, tbore IS a fourth questIOn that IS almost 
inevltable-tbe questIOn as to where and how 
workers m the Bureau WIll find time to wnte 
artIcles However, m many mstances there IS 
need for at least a progress report well before a 
study IS wholly completed We beheve that tbere 
IS good reason why a conSIderable amount of such 
work should be pubhshed m a permanent Journal 
rather than m IDImeographed form, especIally as 
Illimeographed releases are always dIfficult to 
find once unmedlate mterest 10 the subject bas 
subSIded As a matter of fact, there are several 
excellent reasons why researcbers and statIStICIans 
Wltlun the Bureau generally should gIve more 
rather than less tIme to bnngmg theIr matenal 
mto some orgaruzed wntten form Alter all, 
agncultural econom= work 18 carrud on ,n the 
publ"" ,nterest and every researcher or slat!8tu:um, 
regardless oj h18 fold, does have a respoM!lnltty jor 
s..,ng that h18 matllTUll 18 prepared ,n such a way 
as to be readuy acce881bls to h.. jelww workers and 
to the publtc We hope tiIat thiS new Journal will 
asSISt us to trus end. 
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