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Lament on Bad Writing |,
|

Oh woe to the reader of ponderous \Journals

who works to extract all the well hldden kernels

of truths so unbold, conclusions too trite,

of messages simple, results w1thout Light

Hidden they must be, beneath all the jargon,

for knowledge like this we are sure 1s no bargain
|

True bargains are scarce and, if to be found,

the reader must slog:o’er the mountainous mound

of bad lit, to be able to know what he’s found

This 1s 1t! he will cry

Ah, but how would he know |

such a gem, he will sigh

1f the mountain of bad Iit had not been s0 hlgh"

Along comes McCloskey, to throw out a line
to writers who write as 1f all have no minds
Avoid wordy and boring, use one word for two,
Be active! Not passive The simple will do
The readers will shun you 1f you cannot be brief
The wniting you peddle 1s giving them grief!
So.clean up your act, with yourself make a pact,
to useless bad it you wall never go back

i
Barbara Stucker |

l

Stucker 18,an economst (not a poet) with the Agriculture and
Trade Analysis Division, ERS The poem was prompted by a review
of Donald McCloskey's The Writing of Economucs 1n the Spring
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mental resources emphasizing conceptual and/or empinical work relevant to
public policy Contributors include scholars and researchers in the fields of
natural resource economics, conservation znd polluton, public finance
regional economics land reform transportation indusinial organization and
agricultural policy The “Commem and Reply” section serves as a [orum for
debate and discussion of articles Readers are kept informed of major publica-
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AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

The Journal of the International Association of Agricultural Economists

|
Editor-in-Chief:
DOUGLAS D HEDLEY, P O Box 60/KBY PSM, Pasar Minggu, Jakarta Selatan, Jakarta, Indonesia

Aims and Scope: '

This jounal publishes articles covering the range of work done on agricultural economics, divided
into three categories (1) Disclplinary work. improvement of theories, techniques and descnptive
knowledge of economics and its contributing disciplines such as statistics, mathematics and
philosophy (2} Multi-disciplinary subject' matter areas energy, technical change, institutional change,
natural resources, farm management, rural communities, marketing, human development and the en-
vironment - areas which are important to fanly well-defined groups of public and private decision-
makers facing weli-defined sets of problems (3) Problem !solving the definition, solution and
management of specfic practical problems Work in each of these three categones may deal with
teaching, extension and out-reach, consulting,' adwising, entrepreneurship, and administration, as' well
as research Al of these may require knowledge 6f values, non-monetary as well as manetary The
Edstor and Edrtorlal Board, under the general direction of the IAAE's President, Executive Committee
and Councll, are charged with implementing joumal pollcy to serve members of 1AAE around the
world |
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COMPUTERS AND ELECTRONICS IN
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An International Journal

Editors-in-Chief \
J.R. LAMBERT, Clemson, SC, USA and SWR COX, Hichin, Herts , UK

An international scientific journal reporting on.the application of computers, instrumentation'and con-
trol to research, development and production in world agnculture The scope of the journal covers
any application of computers or electronics to instrumentation, control or management of ‘agricuttural
processes, activities, equipment, enterprises or systems (e g control of the crop drying process,
management of wrngation activities, instrumentation or control of tillage equipment, software or
management of breeding in a ivestock enterprise, hardware and software for automation of a dairy
production system)

|
Hardware and software aspects of computers are included Electronic coverage includes instrumenta-
tion, data acquisition and control of any facet of agriculture The term agriculture is interpreted broad-
ly to include horticulture, forestry, veterinary medicine, crop and ivestock production

|
The journal is of interest not only to agncultural°scienhists working in academic environments, govern-
ment research and agricultural extension, butalso to professionals working in related disciplines to
agniculture such as electrical engineers, computer scientists and physicists
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Suggestions to Contributors for Submitting Manuscripts to The Journal of Agricultural Economics Research

1

2.
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SOURCE. Indicate how the material submitted is related to the economuc research program of the U.S, Depart-
ment ci{:ﬁﬁcu]ture and 1ts cooperating agencies State your own connection with the program.

CLEA CE. Obtaun anhapgroval required 1n your own agency or instrtution before sendm§ your manuscript
to one of the editors of The Journal of Agricultural Economics Research. Attach a copy of such approval to the
manuscript.

. ORIGINALITY OF MATERIAL. It is our policy to print onginal material We consider alternative treatments of

material published elsewhere, but such treatments need to differ substantially from the original approach.
When submitting your manuscript, 1dentify related matenal either published or submutted for publication.
ABSTRACT. Include an abstract and at least three keywords when you submit your article, The abstract should
not exceed 100 words. It should report the major findings of your research.

NUMBER OF COPIES, Submit three good copies

. TYPING. Double space everything, including abstract, footnotes, and references.
. FOOTNOTES. Number consecutively throughout the article.
" REFERENCES. Check all references carefully for accuracy and completeness. Cite references 1n the text by

u:;lp% underscored numbers in parentheses that correspond to items in the reference section at the end of your
article.

. CHARTS AND OTHER ARTWORK. Use charts sparingly. Keep des‘l;lg'n as simple as possible, Submt all artwork
p

in draft rather than in final form, accompanied by neatly prepared pages with essential data for replotting
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