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Lament on Bad Writing 

Oh woe to the reader of ponderous~Journals 

who works to extract all the well hIdden kernels 

of truths so unbold, conclusIOns to~ tnte, 

of messages sImple, results WIthout hght 

HIdden they must be, beneath all the Jargon,
,
for knowledge hke thIS we are sure IS no bargaIn 

I 

True bargaIns are ~carce and, If to ,be found, 

the reader must slog. o'er the mou~taInous mound 

of bad ht, to be able to know what he's found 


I 
ThIS IS ItI he wIll cry 

Ah"but how wouldhe know 

such a gem, he WIll SIgh 
 I 

If the mountaIn of bad lIt had not been so hIgh? 

Along comes McGloskey, to throw out, a lIne 
to wnters who wnte as If all have no mmds 
AVOId wordy and borIng, use one word for two, 
Be actIve l Not passIve The SImple wIll do 
The readers WIll shun you If you c!,nnot be bnef 
The wrItIng you peddle IS glvmg them grIef! 
SOl clean up your act, WIth yourself make a pact, 
to useless bad lIt you WIll never go back 

I -

I 
Barbara Stucker 

Stucker Is.an economist (not a poet) With the Agnculture and 
1Tade AnalYSIS DrvIslon, ERS The poem was prompted by 8. review 
of Donald McCloskey's The Wrthng of Economtcs 10 the Spnng 

,1987,Issues of the Journal I 

, . 
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LAND 
ECONOMICS 
Founded 1925 
Editor Daniel W Bromley 

explores the relationship between economics and natural and environ
mental resources emphaslzmg conceptual and/or empirical work relevant to 
public policy Contributors mclude scholars and researchers In the fields of 
natural resource economiCS, conservation and pollullon. public finance 
regional economics land reform transportation mdustnalorgan'7auen and 
agncultural policy The "Comment and Reply" seellon serves as,a forum for 
debate and diScussion of arLlcles Readers are kept mformed of major pubilca
lions with reviews and a current hst of published books 

I~SN 0023-7639 

Pubhshed quarterly !>y The Um~erslty of WISCOnSIR Press 

Subscribe now or recommend a subSCription 10 your library A delailed 
brochure will be sent upon request 

RATES 	 REPLY TO 
IndIViduals S20/yr. Journal Dlvl~lon 


(must prepay) The Umverslt} of' WisconSin Pre~~ 

1Institutions S40/yr 114 North !I.1urrdY "Ireu 

Foreign subscribers add 5550/yr Macltson WJ~comln 53715 
for n:gular postage, or SIS/yr USA 
for Amnall dehvery (608) '262-4952 

1._ _ ~ - _:-- ~Volume 14, Issues 2 and 3, 

CSl DJ ru:wmu L1?l!Jl?l!ll 
~ l!ijJIlij!ill 8J lUI 
~~ AID i i OOPS 
In Issue: 14-2 
T TH KOOPMANS An apphcatlon of an agro-economlc 

model to envlfonmentallssues In the EC A case study 
J 	0 l:A.NDHEER The ratio of fat value to non-fat valu'e of 

milk An econometric model of effects of intervention 
pnce changes In the EC 

G GIOS ANO C MIGLIERINA Cost structure and 
Integration In the agro-food sectors A comparative study 
In EC countnes 

N C BAL TAS Supply response for Greek cereals 
5 PAUL A cost function analYSIS of wheat production In 

India 
H' CARAVELI-IOANNIDIS Farm Income dISparity In 

Greece and membership of the EC 
Book ReVIews 

In Issue 14-3 
R H GEBAUER Soclo-economlc claSSification of farm 

households· conceptual, methodical and emplrtcal 
considerations 

L A WINTERS The pohtlcal economy of the agricultural 
pohcy of Industrial countnes 

5 C BLANK Evaluating International pnce relationships 
USing causal models 

R HARTHOORN and G A A WOSSINK Backward and 
forward effects of Dutch agriculture 

A A ANORIKOPOULOS, J A BROX and 
TH A GEORGAKOPOULOS Short-run expenditure and 
Price elasticities for agncultural commodities the case of 
Greece, 1951 - 1983 

Book ReViews 

.-'0 _ _ - - -	 _ _~ 

Editor 
Kees Burger 
Economic andlSoclallnstltute 
Free UniVersity, POBox 7161 
1007 MC Amsterdam, Netherlands 

Special Issues 
are being planned on the follOWing tOPICS 
Computers and farmbustness 
Agriculture and the environment 
Tra'nsltlon strategies for the 
Itberahsatlon of agncultural markets 

Subscripllon rales lor Volume 14 (1987) 
- Llbrafles!lnstnutlon~s OM 159,- US$ n,
- Indlv,duallprepa,d)' OM 70,- US$ 32,
- Single Issues DM 42,-

Add postage per ISSue OM 2 lIor FAG J or OM 2 !I) (for all Olher 
desllnatlOns) 
• For pnvale use only Order dlreclly Irom Walter de Gruyter 
!Not valid lor German SWISS and Austnan residents J 

Payment Via Mastercard !AccessIlEurocard/AmeflC8n Express Card 
accepted 
Subscrlpllons and Single orders Via booksellers and subscription agenlS, 
or directly from 

Walter de Gruvter & Co Walter de Gruyter Inc 
POB 110240 200 Saw MIU River Road 
0-1000 Berlin 11, F R G Hawthorne NY 10532, USA 

mouton de gruyter 
Be~ln New York Amsterdam 



AGRICULTURAL ECONQMICS ~ 

The Journal of the International Association of Agricultural Economists 

Editor-In-Chlef: 

DOUGLAS D HEDLEY, POBox 6O/KBY PSM, Pasar Minggu, Jakarta Selatan, Jakarta, Indonesia 


Alms and Scope: 

This joumal publishes articles covering the'range of work done on agricultural economics, dMded 

Into three categories (1) Disciplinary work.' Improvement 0f, theories, techniques and descnptlVe 

knowledge of economics and Its contributing disciplines such as statistics, mathematics and 

philosophy (2) Multi-disclpllnary subject' matter areas energy, technical change, InstRutional change, 

natural resources, farm management, rui31.communRies, marketing, human development and the en

vironment - areas which are Important'to'·lalrly well-defined groups of publiC and pnvate decislon

makers laCing well-defined sets of problemS (3) Problem Isolving the defiMlon, solution and 

management of specdlc practical proble,ms Work In each of ,hese three categones may deal WTth 

teaching, extension and out-reach, consulting; adVIsing, entrepreneurship, and admlnlstrallOn, as'well 

as research All of these may require knowledge Of values, non-monetary as well as monetary The 

Edrtor ana Edrtorlal Board, under the geneial direction of the IAAE's President, Executive Committee 

and Council, are charged wrth Implementing journal policy to serve members of IAAE around the 

world 


Subscription IntormallOn 1988 Vol 2 (4 Issues) US$ 118 000 I ~ 236 00 

COMPUTERS AND ELECTRONICS IN 
AGRICULTURE 
An International Journal 

Editors-in-Chlef 
J_R. LAMBERT, Clemson, SC, USA and SW R COX, Hltchln, Herts , UK 

An InternallOnal sClentdlc Journal reporting on. the application of ~omputers, Instrumentation 'and con
trol to research, development and production In world agriculture The scope of the lournal covers 
any application of computers or electronics to instrumentation, control or management of 'agricultural 
processes, actlVRles, eqUipment, enterprises or systems (e g control of the crop drying process, 
management of Irngatlon actlVrtles, instnimentatlon or control of tillage eqUipment, software or 
management of breeding In a lIVestock enterprise, hardware and software for automallOn of a dairy 
producllOn system) 

Hardware and software aspects of computers are Included ElectroniC coverage Includes Instrumenta
lIOn, data acqUisRion and control of any facet of agriculture The term agriculture is Interpreted broad
ly to Include horticulture, forestry, vetennary medicine, crop and liyestock producllOn 

The Journal Is of Interest not only to agricultural' sCientists working 
I 

In academiC enVIronments, govern
ment research and agricultural extension, but' also to profeSSionals working In related diSCiplines to 
agriculture such as electrical engineers, computer sCientists and phYSICists 

SubscrlpllOn Information 1988 Vol 3 US$ 11800 I Dfl 23600 

For further mformatlon and a free sample copy wflte to 

ELSEVIER SCIENCE PUBLISHERS 
POBox 211, 1000 AE Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
POBox 1663, Grand Central Stahon, New York, NY 10163, USA 

I 

I 
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Suggestions to Contnbutors for Submitting Manuscnpts to The Journal of Agrrcultural EconomIcs Research 

1 	 SOURCE. Indicate how the matenalsubmltted is related to the econOmiC research program of the U.S. Depart
ment of Agriculture and Its cooperatmg agencies State your own connection Wlth the program. 

2. CLEARANCE. Obtam any approval reqwred lD your own agency or IDStItutlon before sendmg your manuscript 
to one of the editors of The Journal of Agrrcultural economIcs Research. Attach a capy of such approval to the 
mSDU8cnpt. 

3. 	ORIGINAUTY OF MATERIAL. It is our polIcy to prmt ongmal material We consider alternative treatments of 
material puhlIshed elsewhere, but such treatments need to differ suhstantlally from the ongmal approach. 
When submitting your manuscnpt, IdentIfy related matenal either publIshed or subnutted for publicatIon. 

4 	 ABSTRACT. Include an abstract and at least three keywords when you suhmit your article. The abstract should 
not exceed 100 words. It should report the major findings of your research. 

5 NUMBER OF COPIES. Submit three good copies 
6. TYPING. Double space everytbJDg, Includmg abstract, footnotes, and references. 
7. 	 FOOTNOTES. Number consecutIvely throughout the article. 
8. 	 REFERENCES. Check all references carefully for accuracy and completeness. Cite references m the text by 

usmg underscored numbers m parentheses tbat correspond to Items in the reference secbon at the end of your
article. 

9. 	CHARTS AND OTHER ARTWORK. Use charts sparmgly. Keep design as simple as possible. Subnut all artwork 
in draft rather than In final form, accompanied by neatly prepared pages with essential data for replottlDg 

American 	 Edlled hy Perer ] Barry 

Journal of 
Umvet SIIY of IllInOIS, Urbana, I11l1lo/s

Agricultural 
PuhlIshed by {he Ameruon Agncultu,al Econonms AssouatlOn , Economics 

Nonmber 1987 

ArtIcles Abbon Paarlberg and Sharples. "Targeted Agncultural Export SubSIdIes and SocIal 
Welfare " Bro"en, Chavas and Grant, "A Market EqUlllbnum Analym of the Impact of RISk On 
the U S R,ce Industry' ,Hartley. Nerloveand Peters An Analys"ofRubberSupply In Sn Lanka". 
Hayes and Schmitz, "Hog Cycles and CountercyclIcal Production Response", Helms, BaIley and 
Glover, "Government Programs and AdoptIOn of ConservatIOn TIllage Practice< on Non-lITIgated 
Wheat Farm,", Gallagher, 'U S Soybean Yields EstImatIOn and Forecastlfig W,th Nonsymmemc 
DISturbances", Brown and Pheasant • Sources of Cyclical Employment InstabIlity Ifi Rural 
Counhes", Ro.enthal, "The Necessity for Sub'tltute Pr,ces Ifi Recreation Demand Analy,es", 
MaJd "Land Refonn PoliCIes Ifi Iran", plus other artIcles, comments, and book revIews 

AlI/lUol /II! ml1l'nJllfl ,lilt \ (IIICllldl/lJ.: }O/IT/lo!) $-15 AIII1/1I1I {d,rm, IllIHt npfI(JI/ mit' StS5 buil
lid/wi {Of III \ ~ /4 50 C(//l/m I AAFA B/II///('I I Offit l' liO /ll'lUh fit/if Iml II !Jill/<' UIIII/,nlli 

AI/I('I /imll S()OII P,i/,lil/'l'd 111 Ft hrutln MCII AII~II\1 NOIc'mher 11"'/ Dc'Ct'mb(" 
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