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Imagination in Research: 
An Economist's View 

Reviewed by Gene Wunderlich 

George W £add. Ames Iowa State UnIVersity Press, 
1987, 146·pp, $995 (paper) 

Where do good Ideas come from? Can we make better 
use of our mtwbon? Do we know more than we know? 
Professor Ladd's sbmulatlng httle book on vISion m 
research stems from, and elaborates on, his article, 
"Artlsbc Research Tools for Scientific Minds" 
(Ame~lcan Journal ofAgrICultural Economics, Vol 61, 
No 1, Feb 1979) He missed a chance to reinforce the 
hnkage to artistic tools by not refemng to Betty 
Edwards' art book, Drawing on the Right Side of the 
Bram 

In the first of four parts, Ladd relates the rabonal, 
lOgical aspects of SCientific inquiry to the speculative, 
creabve aspects by drawing largely on the left heml
sphere/nght hemisphere model of the brain The large 
second part COnsists of a senes of not obVIOusly related 
mini-lectures on attitude, doubt, tensIOn, dlstracbon, 
wntlng, and many more subjects Most'can be read in
dependently, but together they say there are environ
ments, condlbons, and efforts that stimulate the 
ImaginatIOn In the third section, Ladd acknowledges 
luck, but pomts out that luck needs help The fourth 

The reviewer 18 an agncultural economlBt With the Resources and 
TeChnology DIVIsion, ERS 

In Earlier Issues 

part, directed at teachers of research methods and 
methodology, emphasizes discovery by students and 
continuous reViSion by teachers 

The subbtle of the book, "An EconomiSt's View," Im
plies that the author Will focus on ImaginatIOn In 
economics or, alternatively, that he will show how 
economics can contnbute to Imaginative processes He 
does neither There IS httle In ImaginatIOn In Research 
that could not apply to any field of inquiry It IS cunous 
that Ladd does not even suggest that economics might 
have something to offer Imaglnabve processes (for ex
ample, are there cost-effecbve ways of doubting?) The 
omissIons may have been mtenbonal-and valid 

The book IS oriented pnmarily toward the thought 
processes of indiViduals Even when he menbons the 
sharing of Ideas In exchange, Ladd focuses on the indi
Vidual rather than the collective or InsbtutlOnal 
growth and development of Ideas It might have been 
useful had he explored the. sources and uses· of Imag
inatIOn In orgamzatlons Can a society or an orgamza
tion have ImaginatIOn? A reasonable posslblhty 

ImaginatIOn In Research abounds m good Ideas There 
18 somethIng In It for everyone students, seasoned 
researchers, and perhaps also for keepers of the 
research environment You can read It In bits, and use 
many of those bits as launching pads for your own 
excursIOns Into Ideas 

Self-appralsal-senous self-appraisal-Is often recom
mended, rarely pracbced 
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