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In This Issue 


, 
I' , 	 As a "house Journal" the Journal of Agncultural 

Econom,cs Research (JAER) I; a mIrror of both agency 
and professIOn The mIrror IS multI-faceted, each 
Issue reflectmg a new problem, new method, or sImply 
a new angle on an old problem or method ThIS Issue, 
m partIcular, reveals the methodolOgIcal dIversIty m 
the EconomIc Research ServIce The artIcles con tam 
elements of the pragmatIsm, posltIvl,sm, and norma
tlvlsm descrIbed m Glenn Johnson's new book on 
methodology (see Paul's revIew) ArtIcles range from 
an analysIs of the effects of an agrIcultural program 
on a specIfic mput to a faIrly esoterIc comparIson of 
three types of quantItatIve procedures 

In the first artIcle, Kuchler and Vroomen examme 
the Impact of the 1983 Payment-m-Kmd (PIK) pro
gram of agrIcultural supports on farm mputs, 
specIfically farm tractors TheIr mterventlOn analYSIS 
produced the mterestmg result that the PIK program 
dlscrImmated agamst sales of large tractors, m favor 
of mId-sIzed tractors If Kuchler and Vroomen's 
analYSIS IS correct, the program would then also have 
dlscrImmated agamst US manufacturers who pro
duce large tractors and favored, say, European manu
facturers who produce smaller tractors 

Another form of domestIc-foreIgn mteractlOn of food 
polIcy IS analyzed 'by KIm, BollIng, and WamlO m 
theIr artICle on feed gram Imports,m Venezuela Ef
forts to mcrease domestIc productIOn of sorghum 
through subSIdIes were not so strong as the foreIgn 
exchange rate Inducements to Import sorghum KIm, 
Bollmg, and WamlO employ a faIrly sophIstIcated 
model accountmg fOl welfare of both meat consumers 
and feed gram producers, but they add caveats about 
the consIstency of data and government pohcy , 
But for analYSIS of models per se we turn to Huang, 
Eswaramoorthy, and Johnson Out of a problem m r 	 formulatmg a welfare functIOn when cross-prIce ef· 
fects are not the same over all commodItIes, they 
develop a strategy for selectmg modelmg and compu· 
tatlOnal procedures 

JAER reflects not only what we wrIte, but what we 
read In borne ways, readmg may be more Important 

r 

than wrItmg because wrItmg reveals ~nt or past 
research, whereas readIng suggests an Investment In 
future Ideas and mquIrles 

In thIS Issue, Paul revIews Johnson's Research 
Methodology for Econom<sts He nIcely summanzes 
Johnso:Q's InterpretatIOn of POSItIvIsm, normatlvlsm, 
and pragmatIsm as methodologIcal bases for research 
Although textbookIsh m style, Johnson's book pro
VIdes useful perspectIves for practIcmg researchers 
To complement Paul on Johnson, I have mcluded a 
mml revIew of Ladd's new book, Imaglnatwn In 

Research 

In the far corner of pragmatIsm, Doyle's Altered 
Harvest, reVIewed by Schor, IS far from a methodol· 
oglCal pIece, but does prOVIde a thorough, stlmulatmg 
baSIS for challengIng SOCIal sCIence research On the 
other hand, Walter's Adaptwe Management ofRenew
able Resources IS methodolOgIcally onented Accord· 
mg to revIewer Crutchfield, Walters exhorts hls,col· 
leagues to examme larger resource Issues rather than 
many of the detaIled mvestIgatlOns OrIented toward 
"analytIcal methods they learned m the unIversIty or 
fi nd popular among colleagues" 

Global perspectIve IS added to the book revIews by 
Dommen and Vollrath Dommen revIews Acceler
ating Food Productwn In Sub-Saharan AfnclL by 
Mellor and others The core of the book, says Dommen, 
are the chapters on development and adoptIOn of SUIt 
able technology AnthropolOgIsts have shown better 
aptItudes than economlsts,m descrIbmg the obstacles 
to technology adoptIon, accordmg to the aufhors 
Vollrath has deftly reVIewed the mammoth proceed· 
mgs of the InternatIOnal AgrIcultural EconomIcs 
ASSOCIatIon, Agnculture !n a Turbulent World 
Economy By concentratmg on the keynote address by 
Amartya Sen, Vollrath prOVIdes a sweepmg vIew of 
food, hunger, and the pOSSIble role of economIsts III 

deahng WIth problems such as famme 
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