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Graphically speaking

Farm programs and rural economies

by Neil Conklin, Mark Calabria, and Terry Barr

Figure 1. Counties with payment-dependent farms are concentrated in the Great Plains and Mississippi Delta
Government payments as a percentage of net cash receipts plus payments, 1992
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W Figure 2. Farm-dependent counties are concentrated in the Great Plains
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personal income, 1992

Neil Conklin is vice
president and chief
economist at the Farm
Credit Council, Mark
Calabria is a former
research associate at
the Farm Credit Council,
and Terry Barr is chief
economist at the Na-
tional Council of Farmer
Cooperatives.

counties where farm income
of total personal income (red),
where it was more than 20 per-

Figure 2 shows the 43

was more than 30 percent

and another 94 counties
cent (yellow).

Where are the farming-dependent counties whose farms are highly de-
pendent upon government payments? Figure 3 shows that the counties most
at risk are concentrated in the Great Plains. Payments to farmers made up
more than 10 percent of the county’s total personal income (red) in 27 coun-
ties. Nine of these are in Montana and six in North Dakota. The most pay-
ment-dependent county in 1992 was McCone County, Montana, where gov-
ernment payments to farmers made up 21 percent of the county’s total per-
sonal income.

Areas with few alternative uses for their resources and heavy dependence
on government payments pose the greatest challenges for local, state, and
national policy makers. While many of the farming-dependent counties iden-
tified here may prosper without direct government support, some are likely
to be more vulnerable to market downturns in the future.
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