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Figgie, Eisner, Meltzer, Schaub, and Sumner on the deficit 4

Spitze, Hathaway, Rossmiller, Harrington, and Doering on ag policy directions 12



Findings
What agricultural and resource economists are finding about food, farm and resource issues®

m The 1986 Immigration Reform and Control Act is not working as intended to stem the flow of new immigrants
and stabilize employment for agricultural workers—say Taylor and Thilmany

m At least for parts of Indiana, weather does not have much effect on the amount of nitrogen fertilizer needed
to maximize profits—say Dai, Fletcher, and Lee

m Spring prices of December corn and November soybean futures contracts are no longer good forecasts of
harvest price—say Kenyon, Jones, and McGuirk

m Cover crop systems, in comparison to conventional systems of cotton production, not only reduce environ-
mental degradation, but also improve profit-risk measures—say Giesler, Paxton, and Millhollon

m Even when erosion over an extended period reduces land productivity, many risk-averse farmers will not
make expenditures for erosion control—say Williams, Tanaka, and Herbel

m Restrictions on manure application, without accompanying restrictions on commercial fertilizer application,
will have only limited effect on phosphorous runoff levels—say Schnitkey and Miranda

m Contrary to common assessments, sugar quotas have little effect on the price of corn—say Rendleman and Hertel

= And maintaining sugar quotas, while reducing farm programs, subsidizes sugar producers; and abandoning sugar
guotas raises social welfare by $1.3 bilion—say Tanyeri-Abur, McCarl, Chang, Knutson, Peterson, and Coble

m A 100 percent tax on pesticides in three major midwestern agricultural states would have little impact on
commodity output—say Lim, Shumway, and Honeycutt

*Findings are taken from soon-to-be published research in the American Journal of Agricultural Economics, Journal of Agricultural and Resource
Economics, Review of Agricultural Economics, Journal of Agricultural Economics Research, Journal of Agricultural and Applied Economics, Agricultural
and Resource Economics Review, Land Economics, Journal of Environmental Economics and Management, and other journals which publish the
research findings of agricultural and resource economists. Abbreviated citations are found on page 21.

Our cover art shows the themes of CHOICES—the columns call to mind isssues related to food, farms, and resources;
the rows to the ingredients, human involvement, and final reward of our pursuits.
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Editorial

Lyle Schertz, founding editor and
guiding force for the first seven
years of CHOICES.

ounding editor Lyle Schertz launched

CHOICES with the Spring, 1986 is-
sue. Now, seven years and 28 issues later,
Lyle takes leave of his editorial duties. As my
editorial assignmentbegins, itis clear thatin
many, perhaps most, respects Lyle “made”
the magazine.

Lyle was a natural. His varied back-
ground shows through in the wide range of
issues and authors found in CHOICES. At
Pillsbury, Lyle did the commodity outlook
and price forecasting. At the University of
Minnesorta he researched U.S. farm policy.
While with the USDA’s Foreign Agricul-
tural Service, he participated in the Kennedy
Round of GATT negodations. With the
USDA’s Economic Research Service, Lyle
was Chief of the International Monetary
and Trade Research Branch and directed
programs on world monetary and trade
issues. Then on to higher administrative
positions with USDA, where he was Deputy
Administrator of the International Agricul-
tural Development Service and Deputy Ad-
ministrator of the Economic Research Ser-
vice. In this later position Lyle directed a

variety of activities on international coop-
eration, natural resources, and rural people
and communities.

Glance back through CHOICES and
you will find Paarlberg and Yeutter writing
on farm policy for the 1990s, Batie on
agriculture and groundwater problems,
Schuh on revitalizing Land Grant universi-
ties, Duvick and Offurt and Kuchler on
biotechnology, Gardner and Huffaker on
federal irrigation subsidies, Deavers on rural
America, Rutran on food aid, Bromley on
technology and public policy, Johnson and
Nikonov and Csaki on Eastern Europe,
Schmitzand Schnirtker on trade, and the list
continues. The diversity of issues reflected
not only Lyle’s far ranging interests, but the
multiple directions which the profession
itself was taking. Lyle, through CHOICES,
notably expanded his profession’s contribu-
tions to decision makersin business, govern-
ment and academia. And he hélped expand
the profession’s own horizons.

Lyle was consumed by the idea that
CHOICES be a success. The effort he put
into the magazine is almost unimaginable.
In his pursuit of excellence for the
Association’s magazine, Lyle was highly or-
ganized, well focused, creative, and tena-
cious. And always with the notion that
CHOICESpromoteagricultural economics
in all its dimensions. Lyle saw to it that the
magazine was relevant, carefully crafted,
eminently readable, and widely distributed.

How successful has CHOICES been
under Lyle’s editorship? Here is a sampling
of viewpoints.

“Lyle’s work in piloting CHOICES
through its formative years has truly been
outstanding, There is no other publication
of which I am aware that has so demon-
strated the importance of agriculture and
the relevance of agricultural economics.”—
Don Paarlberg,

“He seems to have had a knack for taking
the best thinking of agricultural economists
and presenting it to the public in an attrac-
tive form. He made CHOICES the pre-
eminent publication outlet of our Associa-
tion.”—Willard Cochrane.

“There is no doubt that CHOICFESas we
see it today and the success that it has
become is directly attributable to Lyle’s
ability, entrepreneurship, and instincts of
what was the ‘right’ niche to be filled by
CHOICES.”—Sandra Batle.

“He was like an energy machine con-
stanty thinking of new story ideas, new
people to contact, new ways to generate
support. ...When you think about it, any
one of those activities— editing, marketing,
subscription fulfillment—could be a full-
time job. Lyle literally created everything
related to CHOICES.”—]John Lee.

“Lyle’s gentleness and respect for the
individual, hisintellectual curiosity, hisacute
sense of fair play, and, above all else, his
devotion to relevance were a perfect march
for the job. He gave the agricultural eco-
nomics profession something thart it badly
needed: a bridge to reality.” —Lynn Daft.

“The AAEA and its leadership can claim
some credit for the remarkable success of
CHOICES, but anyone who knows any-
thing about magazine editing and produc-
tion knows thar the real honor belongs to
Lyle Schertz. Virtually everyone in our As-
sociation feels a sense of pride and accom-
plishment in CHOICES. Many, many
thanks to Lyle Schertz for making that
happen.” — James Houck.

We all thank you, Lyle. Job well done!

e

Harry Ayer
Editor
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