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In recent issues of CHOICES, this page has been reservedfor 
celebrating the abundance and variety offood that we enjoy. 
In this particular issue, however, we celebrate children and 

the wonderful experiences associated with them. 
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George R. McDowell is Pro
fessor of Agricultural Eco
nomics and Extension Econ
omist at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University. 
His major areas of scholarship 
are in institutional economics 
applied to rural development 
both in the United States and 
abroad. McDowell is also 

known as a thoughtful critic of dysfunction within the Land
Grant university (CHOICES 1988, Second Quarter). After a 
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at the University of Massachusetts and moved to Virginia 
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1975 graduate of Godollo Uni
versity Faculty of Agriculture, 
he completed his PhD in the 
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Pannonius University, Pecs, in 
March 1991. Dr. Kovacs major 

interests are agricultural policy, the role ofleadership in agri
cultural organizations, and agricultural and rural develop
ment. In 1978-79, as manager of the Russian section of the 
foreign trade office of Babolna State farm, he exported day
old chicks to the Soviet Union. From 1986 to 1989, as Deputy 
Secretary of the Baranya County Association of Agricultural 
Cooperatives, he represented the legal, political and social 
interests of some 85 cooperative farms in that county. Dr. 
Kovacs is a visiting scholar at West Virginia University during 
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College in 1987. 
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al ministers, business and farm leaders from Eastern and Cen
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from the West to discuss options for agricultural policy 
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ate at the National Center for Food and Agricultural Policy 
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sor in the Department of Agri
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sity of Georgia. He was born in 
Taiwan and earned his BA 
degree in economics from 
Tunghai University. He re
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