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The new Farm Bill was just 9 days old when the Economic
Research Service posted a unique resource on the web, comparing key 
provisions of old and new legislation in a side-by-side format, for each
of the bill’s 11 titles. In addition, this new web subsite provided 
preliminary economic analysis of selected provisions of the new law—
the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002. Response was 
instantaneous, with over 52,000 hits on May 22, the day of the launch,
climbing to 61,000 daily in the following week. 

The relatively swift and seemingly effortless appearance of this
time-saving reference on the ERS website was the work of a team of 29
analysts, writers, and  editors, including a web designer, that was sup-
ported by dozens of other ERS analysts. The team’s expertise spanned
program areas covering commodities, trade, conservation, nutrition,
rural development, and research. “Timing was everything,” commented
senior economist Ed Young, who directed the endeavor and wrote a large
share of the content. “We wanted to make this resource available to the
public as quickly as possible after the bill passed.” In the months before
passage of the bill, team members closely monitored its progress and

drafted early summaries and analyses. The anticipatory work, along
with policy analysis ERS had developed over several years, laid the
groundwork for relatively rapid completion of the Farm Bill site
(www.ers.usda.gov/Features/FarmBill) once the new legislation was
signed into law.

The ERS Farm Bill summary and overview included a glossary,
plus links to ERS and USDA material to help put the legislation in 
perspective. The ERS product was a linchpin in USDA’s suite of Farm
Bill resources—all available on the web shortly after passage of 
the bill. 

The ERS web pages continue to attract users searching for concise
information on the Farm Bill. The Farm Bill site tallied more than
170,000 visits by the end of 2002, and over 30,000 this year. Says Ralph
Heimlich, who directs policy analysis in the agency’s Resource
Economics Division: “This group effort is a prime example of how gov-
ernment agencies are harnessing web technology to improve 
service to large and diverse audiences.”
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Farm Bill Analysis Team

Back row (L to R):  Stephen Peterson, Paul Westcott, Richard Reeder, Jan Lewandrowski, Marvin Duncan, Andrea Cattaneo, Kevin Ingram.
Middle row (L to R): Ralph Heimlich, Paul Heisey, Roger Claassen, Joy Harwood, Mary Reardon, Kelly Day-Rubenstein, Lewrene Glaser, 
David Hopkins, Michael Price. Front row (L to R):  Anne Effland, Ronald Trostle, Adrie Custer, Ed Young, Letricia Womack, Steven Koenig, Marca Weinberg. 
Not pictured:  Margaret Andrews, Dwight Gadsby, Daniel Hellerstein, David Johnson, Kathleen Kassel, Cassandra Klotz-Ingram

ERS celebrates the accomplishments of several researchers this month as USDA Secretary Ann Veneman recognizes the
Global Food Security Team, the Farm Bill Analysis Team, and Calvin Beale (profiled in the premier issue of Amber Waves in
February) for their contributions.  All three received the Secretary's Honor Award, and the Global Food Security Team was 
designated as a Plow Award recipient. Like Amber Waves, these awards reflect the breadth of work covered by the Economic
Research Service.

Dana Rayl West 
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Global Food Security Team

At the World Food Summit in 1996, leaders from across the
globe set a goal of halving world hunger by 2015. The 
innovative contributions and insights of the ERS Global Food
Security Team have been instrumental in helping shape the U.S.
response to the challenge. 

The seven-member team was formed in 1995 in response
to an interagency request to publish a background paper 
assessing food security in low-income countries for the 1996
World Food Summit. It later drafted the U.S. position paper for
the follow-up summit in 2002. “The original request catalyzed
new forces on food security,” says team leader Shahla Shapouri,
“which have been carried through in our work ever since.”
Those ensuing efforts have been wide ranging, as the research
focus has been extended to agricultural productivity and
growth, trade, and other factors that can affect food 
security, which is generally defined as access at all times to
enough food for active, healthy living. The team’s analysis also
covers U.S. household food security. 

The team has been an invaluable resource in the fight to
reduce hunger. As part of a United Nations (UN) working group,
team members influenced the development of an approach to
measure the number of people at risk of hunger and malnutri-
tion, which is now a critical operational element in the UN
World Food Program. They provided input in a program to
expand U.S. market access for African exports. Improved market
access is vital to food-deficit countries, which use export earnings to
finance food imports. The team’s body of work has also served to
bolster congressional testimony and U.S. participation at several
international forums, including the December 2002 G-8 meeting. 

Progress in meeting the World Food Summit’s overall goal has
been slow to date, and significant challenges remain. ERS’s Global
Food Security Team will continue to serve as a complement to the

U.S. foreign food assistance mission, providing policymakers and
others with analysis on the nature, scope, and root causes of hunger
and food insecurity. Adds Shahla, “We see the fruits of our efforts
when other agencies and organizations use our work and decisions
are made based on our research results.”

For more information, see www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/Global
FoodSecurity/ and www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/Food Security

This year, the Office of Management and Budget announces a revised definition of U.S. metropol-
itan areas—a key concept that shapes the reporting of Federal statistical data (notably the Census) and
the funding of government programs. ERS Senior Demographer Calvin Beale served on the select inter-
agency committee that developed the standards for defining metro areas, lending his prodigious
expertise on rural-urban population patterns. 

This contribution is just one among Calvin's many influential accomplishments over a 56-year
career. He is recognized this year for consistently outstanding achievements during those five decades.
(See Amber Waves, February 2003, www.ers.usda.gov/Amberwaves/Feb03/profiles)

Calvin Beale

Back row (L to R): Michael Trueblood, Stacey Rosen, Keith Wiebe
Front row (L to R): Mark Nord, Shahla Shapouri, Birgit Meade
Not pictured:  Margaret Andrews
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