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Senator Thad Cochran, R-Missis
sippi, was raised and educated in 
Mississippi. He practiced law there 
until 1972, when he was elected to 
the United States House of Repre
sentatives for three terms. He was 
elected to the United States Senate 
in 1978 and was reelected in 1984. 
Senator Cochran is the flrst Republi
can in more than a century to be 
elected to statewide office in Missis
sippi. For six years he has been 
chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Appropriations for the USDA and 
was an active participant in the writ
ing of the Farm Bill of 1985. 

Joseph v. Kennedy is currently an 
attorney with the law firm of 
Bishop, Cook, Purcell, & Reynolds 
in Washington DC. His practice con
sists mainly of environmental, agri
cultural and international trade law. 
For one and one half years he 
worked with the Office of Manage
ment and Budget. While there he 
handled the Commodity Credit 
Corporation's account, participating 
in many of the decisions imple
menting the 1985 Farm Bill. He has 
a J.D. and M.S. in Agricultural and 
Applied Economics, botl1 from the 
University of Minnesota. 
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Senator Rudy Boschwitz, R-Min
nesota, is a member of the Senate 
Agriculture, Forestry and Nutrition 
Committee and is a co-author of the 
Boschwitz-Boren Farm Plan, also 
known as "decoupling." Boschwitz, 
a self-made millionaire, is one of the 
few businessmen in the U.S. Senate 
and often brings business solutions 
to policy problems. His decoupling 
approach to agriculture is one ex
ample of that approach. Boschwitz 
was flrst elected to the U.S. Senate 
in 1978 and was reelected in 1984. 

Gordon C. Rausser is the Robert 
Gordon Sproul Chair Professor of 
Agricultural and Resource Eco
nomics at the University of Califor
nia, Berkeley. He has written exten
sively, worked on a number of 
national COmmissions, and served at 
the President's Council of Eco
nomic Advisers. William E. Foster is 
a graduate student at the University 
of California, Berkeley, and is cur
rently at the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System. Rausser 
and Foster have jointly authored a 
number of papers on farm and food 
policy. 

Senator Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, was 
raised in the small Iowa town of 
Cumming and later earned his B.S. 
at Iowa State University and his law 
degree at Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D .C. 
Harkin represented Iowa's 5th Con
gressional District for 10 years be
ginning in 1974 and served as chair
man of the House Agriculture 
Subcommittee on Livestock, Dairy 
and Poultry. Elected to the Senate in 
1984, Harkin is a member of me Ag
riculture and Appropriations Com
mittees and a leading proponent of 
farm policy reform. 

Vernon W. Ruttan is a close ob
server of technology and the scien
tists and institutions that generate it. 
His book, Agricultural Research 
Policy is the leading work in its 
fleld. He has received many awards 
including the Alexander von Hum
boldt Award for outstanding contri
bution to agriculture. His experi
ences in government, academia, 
and non-academic organizations 
qualify him uniquely to comment in 
tl1is issue of CHOICES on scientists 
as revolutionaries. 
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