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PREFACE

Papers contained in this publication were presented at the annual meeting of the
Regional Research Project NC-161, "Financing Agriculture in a Changing Environment:
Macro, Market, Policy and Management Issues," in St. Louis Missouri, October 1989. The
program for the seminar was arranged by a subcommittee composed of Greg Hanson
(Chair), Warren Lee, and Alan Barkema. The papers represent topics which contribute
to and which are part of on-going research activities of participating universities and
agencies. The meeting addressed topics such as competitiveness and growth of
agricultural lenders, commercial bank financing in the 1990s, the legislative agenda,
trends and innovations in agribusiness finance, GATT and trade issues, and management
issues in agricultural finance.

The committee acknowledges and extends its appreciation to the Farm Credit Bank
of St. Louis for hosting the meeting at its St. Louis facility, the Farm Foundation for
funding the travel of several outside speakers, the committee’s administrative advisor,
Donald Anderson, North Dakota State University, the program planning committee, and
Karen Earhart for preparing this manuscript for publication.

David J. Leatham
1989 Chair
NC-161 Research Committee
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