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Natural Resources and Environment July 2006

While cropland used for crops decreased by 6 percent nationally between 1945 and 2002, some regions exhibited

much larger percentage changes
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Notes: Changes for the Far West are for 1949-2002.

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service, Major Land Uses in the United States, 2002 (EIB-14). Data available at www.ers.usda.gov/data/majorlanduses/
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Geographic distribution of
acres enrolled in the
Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) is stable

Today, nearly 35 million acres of
environmentally sensitive crop-
land are enrolled in the CRP
Although the total acreage
enrolled in the CRP hasn't
changed much since 1990, the
actual land enrolled has. Nearly
half of CRP acres enrolled
between 1986-1992 have been
replaced by new enrollments.
Despite this turnover, the region-
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