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Amber Waves is published five times per year
(February, April, June, September, and November)
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic
Research Service. 

To subscribe, call 1-800-363-2068 or 703-605-
6060, weekdays 8:30-5:00 ET. Subscription price is
$49.95 per year (to U.S. addresses). Call for prices
for subscriptions sent to foreign addresses. 

Send questions, requests, and letters to Sheila
Sankaran, Editor, Amber Waves, USDA/ERS, 
Rm. N4165, 1800 M St., NW., Washington, DC
20036-5831, or to ssankaran@ers.usda.gov.

The editorial content of this magazine is in the 
public domain and may be reprinted without 
permission. Unless otherwise noted, the Economic
Research Service (ERS), U.S. Department of
Agriculture, is the source for all charts and tables
shown in this magazine, although the underlying
raw data often come from other agencies. The
Amber Waves eZine (www.ers.usda.gov/amber-
waves/) is the authoritative version and may some-
times contain minor corrections and updates to
reflect new information received after publication of
the print edition.

ERS is the main source of economic research and
analysis from the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
providing timely information on economic and policy
issues related to agriculture, food, the environment,
and rural America.

Cover photo: Original photo by Stephen Peterson,
digitally enhanced by Cynthia A. Ray.

Use of commercial and trade names does not imply
approval or constitute endorsement by USDA. 
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As Under Secretary of USDA’s Research, Education, and Economics mis-

sion area, I am pleased to see our research applied to critical issues fac-

ing the Nation today. This farm policy special issue of Amber Waves

does just that by giving insight to pertinent topics that are being consid-

ered in the upcoming 2007 farm bill discussion.

For example, funding for conservation programs will be a focus in the

2007 farm bill and is highlighted within this collection of articles. ERS

research summarized in the articles gives insight to program cost-effec-

tiveness, conservation compliance, green payments, and environmental

credits.

Programs related to specialty commodities, such as fruit and vegetables,

are also important topics addressed in this compilation. The implica-

tions for relaxing fruit and vegetable planting restrictions for commodi-

ty program participants and fruit and vegetable availability for nutrition

assistance program participants are topics included to stimulate think-

ing about specialty commodity policy.

One of the feature articles presents information on managing risk with

revenue insurance. Implications of adjusted gross farm income with pay-

ment limitations are revealed by indicators of the geographic distribution

of government payments as a proportion of gross income. In addition,

Food Stamp Program effectiveness, policy challenges posed by the chang-

ing face of rural America, and fast-paced growth of a bioenergy sector are

also covered in these reprinted articles.

This special issue is a great opportunity to showcase our exciting and

timely research. It is my sincere hope that these articles serve to inform,

enlighten, and provoke thought as discussion of the upcoming 2007

farm bill continues.

Gale Buchanan
Under Secretary
Research, Education, and Economics
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Research Informs
Policy Decisions


