%‘““‘“\N Ag Econ sxes
/‘ RESEARCH IN AGRICUITURAL & APPLIED ECONOMICS

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

Give to AgEcon Search

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu

aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only.
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.

No endorsement of AgEcon Search or its fundraising activities by the author(s) of the following work or their
employer(s) is intended or implied.


https://shorturl.at/nIvhR
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/

IMPROVED LEGUME SEED DEMAND SYSTEMS IN CENTRAL MALA  WI:
WHAT DO FARMERS’ SEED EXPENDITURES SAY ABOUT THEIR
PREFERENCES?

Henry Kankwamba', Julius Mangisoni®, Franklin Simtowe?, Kai Mausch?® and Moses Siambi?

1) Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics,
Bunda College of Agriculture
P.O. Box 219
Lilongwe

hkankwamba@gmail.com

+265 999 338 042

2) Ingtitutions, Markets, Policy & Impacts
International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)
Lilongwe,
Malawi

Selected Poster prepared for presentation at theetnational Association of Agricultural
Economists (IAAE) Triennial Conference, Foz do Igga, Brazil, 18-24 August, 2012.

Copyright 2012 by [authors]. All rights reserved. Readers may make verbatim copies of this document
for non-commercial purposes by any means, provided that this copyright notice appears on all such
copies.



¢ICRisAT

o Sciencewitha human face

Improved Legume Seed Demand Systems in Central Malawi:

What do Farmers’ Seed Expenditures Say about their Preferences?
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Research Objective

+ To assess factors that affect the decision to participate
in improved legume farming and the extent to which
they affect purchases.

+ To analyze improved legume seed expenditure
patterns of smallholder farmers.

Results

Marginal Effects after Multivariate Probit

cultivated

(0.0042)

DI

@ 3 () Q) ©6)
VARIABLES Aggregate  Groundnut Beans Maize  Soybean
Household 0.1019** 0.0291 -0.0145 -0.0094 -0.0436
size (0.0598) (0.0638) (0.0668)  (0.0675) (0.0674)
Education of  0.0580***  0.0385**  0.0429**  0.0105 0.0148
the head (0.0170) (0.0175) (0.0184)  (0.0170) (0.0172)
Land 0.0103**  0.0086**  0.0083**  0.0039 0.0023

Conclusions & Policy Implications

1. Farmers’ socioeconomic circumstances affect the
decision to purchase improved seed.

2. Farmers are highly sensitive to seed price changes.

3. Farmers have several options to choose from when
improved seed prices rise on the market.

Therefore, any intervention to improve farmers’ seed
purchases should take into account efforts to increase
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